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Adapted from 12/2009 HOSC Meeting Materials. Minutes indicate the recommendation was accepted with minimal discussion. 

Computer assisted, image-guided bronchoscopy 31627
1) Issue: should CT guided bronchoscopy be added to the Prioritized List?
2) Evidence:
a. McLennon 07 (Only abstract available)
i. RCT (N=87), compared to “standard clinical practice”
ii. Overall success with lymph node sampling is 92% using the computer-aided method and 77% using standard clinical practice.
iii. Conclusions: “The type of computer-aided pathway assistance described here, using 3D MDCT scanning information obtained before the procedure, but interacting with real-time bronchoscopic images during the bronchoscopic procedure, should improve the confidence of most bronchoscopists in performing these procedures, with improved clinical outcomes, and will add to the personalization of medicine through imaging.”
b. Helferty 07
i. Pilot study, N=11
ii. No complications noted
iii. Rate of return of diagnostic material from biopsies was 60%, compared to 20-30% for standard procedure
c. Google search for additional information found very little reported; one hospital reported being the first to use the system in the country in November, 2009
3) Conclusions: appears to still be experimental
4) Recommendation: Services Recommended for Non-Coverage Table
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