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Optical endomicroscopy CPT codes 43206, 43252, 88375

Adapted from December, 2012 VbBS meeting materials; minutes indicate the staff recommendation was accepted without significant discussion.


1. CPT codes 43206, 43252, 88375
1. Definition: Confocal laser endomicroscopy is a new endoscopic modality developed to obtain very high-resolution images of the mucosal layer of the GI tract.
1. Evidence
0. American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy 2009 
0. [bookmark: _GoBack]Position statement
0. In recent years, confocal laser endomicroscopy rapidly moved from the bench to the bedside. It is being analyzed as a potentially valuable addition to conventional endoscopy as a means of in vivo optical biopsy enabling realtime histological examination of the superficial layer of the GI tract. How this will affect the practice of screening, surveillance, and early diagnosis of benign, premalignant, and malignant lesions of the GI tract requires further study.
0. Currently available devices for confocal endomicroscopy have a very narrow field of view and allow only visualization of the superficial mucosal layer of the GI tract. Further technological developments are needed to enlarge the field of view, which will facilitate the use of confocal endomicroscopy for cancer screening and surveillance.
0. Increased depth of penetration is also needed to assess depth of invasion during cancer staging.
0. Confocal endomicroscopy is an examiner-dependent technology. Interobserver and intraobserver variability of this technique has not been adequately studied.
0. Finally, adequate histopathology training is needed for interpretation of confocal endomicroscopy images by gastroenterologists performing this procedure.
0. The incremental clinical benefit and cost-effectiveness of this imaging modality relative to conventional histopathology examination require further study.
1. Recommendation: Services Recommended for Non-Coverage Table
1. Experimental
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