Oregon Health Plan Prioritized List
Services Recommended for Non Coverage
77767 and 77768 High dose radionucleotide skin surface brachytherapy
The information below is excerpted from October 2015 and November 2015 VbBS meeting materials. Materials suggest that this treatment is third-line therapy for non-melanoma skin cancers. Minutes indicate that the subcommittee accepted the staff recommendation to place in non-coverage table with minimal discussion due to experimental status and availability of other treatments.  

Evidence:
Alam 2011 review: Standard of care for basal cell and squamous cell carcinomas is typically local destruction or surgical removal. There may be a role for brachytherapy in selected cases, but these cases can also be treated with surgery or external beam radiotherapy. 

Other policies: 
Unclear whether Aetna or Cigna cover this therapy
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Expert Input:
From Radiation Oncology at Providence: They currently use a similar technology for gyne brachytherapy, but they are not aware of anyone doing it for skin cancer in Oregon. Instead, this group uses external beam electrons for skin cancers since it causes less skin atrophy and scarring. 
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