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1) Breath pH 83987
a. Hunt 07: overview of test. Used for evaluation of status in asthma, COPD,ARDS.
b. Ko 07 (only abstract available) Review of breath pH in asthmai. There is some evidence that certain markers in EBC differ between patients with asthma and controls, and some markers may correlate with asthma severity and lung function, but there are many methodologic pitfalls with EBC assessment that limit its clinical applicability at present. More studies are needed before this technique can be recommended for clinical use.
c. Montuschi 05 (Review of breath condensate tests in COPD)
i. …several methodological issues need to be addressed before this technique can be considered in the clinical management of patients with COPD. Despite important current limitations, further research in this area is warranted due to the lack of non-invasive methods for assessing lung inflammation which has a central role in the pathophysiology of COPD.
d. Cost: $22.12
e. Summary: experimental test
f. Recommendation: Services Recommended for Non-Coverage Table
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