Oregon Health Plan Prioritized List
Services Recommended for Non Coverage
CPT 97022 Application of a modality; Whirlpool therapy

Last reviewed at VbBS in May, 2016. Minutes indicate that the staff recommendation was accepted without significant discussion.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The following was presented in the meeting materials for the May, 2016 VbBS meeting:
Whirlpool therapy (CPT 97022 (Application of a modality to 1 or more areas; whirlpool) is an adjunctive PT therapy in which a part of the body is placed into a whirlpool bath.  This reportedly increases circulation, decreases pain and swelling, and increasing mobility.  It is also used for found care, as a method of debriding wounds through the shearing action of the water.  CPT 97022 appears on many lines on the Prioritized List, including lines 61 BURN, FULL THICKNESS GREATER THAN 10% OF BODY SURFACE, 76 BURN, PARTIAL THICKNESS GREATER THAN 30% OF BODY SURFACE OR WITH VITAL SITE; FULL THICKNESS, LESS THAN 10% OF BODY SURFACE, 200 BURN, PARTIAL THICKNESS WITHOUT VITAL SITE REQUIRING GRAFTING, UP TO 30% OF BODY SURFACE, and 212 DEEP OPEN WOUND, WITH OR WITHOUT TENDON OR NERVE INVOLVEMENT.

CPT 97022 is also found on all 4 new back lines which are planned for implementation shortly.  

Utilization: 847 paid claims (7/1/14-6/30/15).  The top 10 diagnoses associated with 97022 were injuries of the extremities and low back pain.  There were no wound or burn diagnoses in the top 10 diagnoses submitted for this procedure. There were 161 claims for CPT 97022 coded with lumbago as the diagnosis.

Evidence—wound care
1. White 2015, PT association recommendations for Choosing Wisely (not included in the packet due to study’s length) http://ptjournal.apta.org/content/ptjournal/95/1/9.full.pdf
0. Don’t use whirlpool for wound management.
0. Whirlpools are a nonselective form of mechanical debridement. Utilizing whirlpool to treat wounds predisposes the patient to risks of bacterial cross-contamination, damage to fragile tissue from high turbine forces, and complications in extremity edema when arms and legs are treated in a dependent position in warm water. Other, more selective forms of hydrotherapy should be utilized, such as directed wound irrigation or a pulsed lavage with suction.


Evidence—back conditions
No articles were identified in MedLine using whirlpool, hydrotherapy, or related terms for the treatment of low back pain.  There is a robust literature on the use of aquatic therapy (pool exercises) for the treatment of back pain.

HERC staff recommendations:
1. Effective October 1, 2016: Remove CPT 97022 (Application of a modality to 1 or more areas; whirlpool) from the following lines due to evidence of harm:
0. 61 BURN, FULL THICKNESS GREATER THAN 10% OF BODY SURFACE
0. 76 BURN, PARTIAL THICKNESS GREATER THAN 30% OF BODY SURFACE OR WITH VITAL SITE; FULL THICKNESS, LESS THAN 10% OF BODY SURFACE
0. 200 BURN, PARTIAL THICKNESS WITHOUT VITAL SITE REQUIRING GRAFTING, UP TO 30% OF BODY SURFACE
0. 212 DEEP OPEN WOUND, WITH OR WITHOUT TENDON OR NERVE INVOLVEMENT 
1. Effective July 1, 2016: Remove CPT 97022 (Application of a modality to 1 or more areas; whirlpool) from all of the new back conditions lines due to lack of evidence of efficacy
1. 351 CONDITIONS OF THE BACK AND SPINE WITH URGENT SURGICAL INDICATIONS 
1. 366 SCOLIOSIS 
1. 407 CONDITIONS OF THE BACK AND SPINE 
1. 532 CONDITIONS OF THE BACK AND SPINE WITHOUT URGENT SURGICAL INDICATIONS
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