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We summarized demographic trend data for Oregonians by race and ethnicity in this table. Years collected are the two 3-year data sets of 2005 - 2007 and 2008 - 
2010. Data are from the American Community Survey (ACS), which is “an ongoing survey that provides data every year -- giving communities the current 
information they need to plan investments and services. Information from the survey generates data that help determine how more than $400 billion in federal and 
state funds are distributed each year.” (taken from http://www.census.gov/acs/www/about_the_survey/american_community_survey/) 
 
Code lists, subject definitions, comparison guidance, and methodology found here: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/documentation_main 
 
The following racial and ethnic categories are used: 

– Hispanic/Latino 

– Non-Latino African American 

– Non-Latino American Indian / Alaska Native (AIAN) 

– Non-Latino Asian 

– Non-Latino Pacific Islander 

– Non-Latino White 

– Non-Latino Multiracial 

– Non-Latino Other 
 

Using these categories, no individual is in more than one category.  If a person identifies as Hispanic or Latino, they are in the "Hispanic or Latino" category and 
not any other racial or ethnic categories. Unfortunately, ACS does not collect "primary race" (i.e., race the person says best represents them). Therefore, the 
category "Multiracial" includes all persons who identify with more than one race. If someone identifies themselves as "African American" and "White," they are in 
the "Multiracial" category; they are not in either the "African American" or "White" categories. 
 
We could not calculate data for the “non-Latino Pacific Islander” or “non-Latino Other” race categories since these populations were under the threshold of 20,000 
required for 3-year data from the ACS. 
When comparing the ACS 3-year estimates between 2005 - 2007 and 2008 - 2010, there are three main issues to consider: 
 
1. Change in Geographic boundaries - The 2005-2007 ACS 3-year estimates used legal boundaries as of January 1, 2007 and statistical geographies used 
Census 2000 vintage geographies. The 2008-2010 ACS 3-year estimates use legal boundaries as of January 1, 2010 and most statistical areas use 2010 Census 
vintage geographies. For more information on geographic concepts used in the ACS, visit Geography and the ACS 
(http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/geography/) 
 
2. Change in Population Controls - The 2005-2007 ACS and 2008-2010 ACS 3-year estimates use different Census base years for the population estimates used 
in the ACS weighting. Estimates of population size are not comparable between 2005-2007 and 2008-2010. Estimates of percent distributions, rates, and ratios 
should be compared with caution. For more details, visit the ACS Research Note Change in Population Controls 
(http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Downloads/comparing_acs_data/2010_Change_Population_Controls.pdf) 
 
3. Change in the questionnaire or coding - For detailed information, please see the "questionnaire changes document" 
(http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Downloads/questionnaires/SQuestChanges05to08.pdf). Highlights are footnoted in the data table. 

 


