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Farmworker Housing Facilitation Team  
Meeting Notes 
Thursday, October 25, 2012 
10:00-12:00 PM Room 124A 
Oregon Housing and Community Services 
 
ATTENDEES: 

Betty Markey Brent Searle Carol Kowash Doug Carlson Fernando Gutierrez 

France Fitzpatrick Hilda Garza/Phone John McCulley Karen Shawcross Kathleen Fenton 

Ken Ross Laurie Hoefer Marilyn Schuster Martin Nguyen Roberto Jimenez 

Stephanie Page Teri Silvis, Ph.D./Phone Trudi A. Tyler 
  

 
WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS: 
New members welcomed; Martin Nguyen, filling in for Lynn Voigt of the US Department of 
Agriculture, Farm Service Agency, Ken Ross from Oregon Department of Revenue and Teri 
Silvis, PH.D., Catholic Charities joining the meeting by phone.   
 
SUMMARY OF SEPTEMBER’S MEETING: 
OHCS Director, Margaret Van Vliet, engaged the group about current issues around 
farmworker housing. Peter Hainley provided a presentation on the history of the team.  
Margaret tasked the group to work on a plan, assignments and deliverables for the team at the 
next meeting.  
 
OPEN DISCUSSION: 
Margaret talked to the group about reaffirming a charge for the team, organizing work, 
determining how OHCS could support the team, setting priorities and determining if the right 
voices were the table.  She asked the team to consider whether the current subcommittees were 
still relevant.  The three committees had been; aligning the definition of farmworker, 
determining the current need and regulatory streamlining.  The group noted that the committee 
for definition of farmworker had completed their task but determining the need and regulatory 
streamlining were still valid. 
 
Margaret questioned if the statute was too narrow in requiring the use of crop mapping and asked 
what agencies need to show the need.   
 
Needs questions:  
Where are labor intensive crops 
Where is existing housing 
Where do workers want to live 
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Needs ideas: 
Crop data could be found at county levels 
50% of agriculture dollars are in Willamette valley 
Survey growers to identify their needs 
Barriers to defining the need results in default to existing housing 
2007 census of AG shows 5 year trend on cropping & employers data; 2013 census will show 
2012 data. 
OSU and PSU could be used as resources  
PSU has student’s masters in urban planning project –Students could develop and implement 
survey/study. 
 
General Discussion: 
Fees collected by BOLI/OSHA – There is limited collection and projected revenue 
Missing invitees: OSU, migrant health, migrant education, food program, wine growers 
association, NW food processors 
Team needs to close the loop on open activities 
What are OHCS timelines for funding (available in 3 to 4 wks) 
Be realistic about what happens/gets accomplished 
OSHA Standards/deadlines 
How do we get people to attend the meetings? 
What does the group want to accomplish over the next three years? 
Possible executive committee that coordinates/provides focus for the team 
 
A number of ideas were produced during the general discussion and were divided into three 
categories.  The categories will become the team’s subcommittees. 
 
Needs: 
Needs survey/where do farmworkers want to live? 
Labor camp housing/changing OSHA standards. 
Survey other agencies and groups for housing needs 
 
Policy and strategy: 
Input & recommendations to OHCS/Priorities 
Tax credit 
Holistic approach to housing/farmworker needs 
Farmworker access to OHCS programs and other state services 
 
Alignment and streamlining: 
Stream-lining of funding sources 
Innovative funding 
 
The group agreed to have one more planning meeting before taking on assignments.  OHCS will 
invite additional groups identified by Karen Shawcross.   
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Margaret noted that OHCS is not positional or a decision maker but our role is to facilitate, 
create a forum, and provide a place for the team to meet.   
 
NEXT MEETING:  
November 15th   
10:00 AM- 12:00 PM 
OHCS/North Mall Office Building, Room 336  
Agenda:   
Finalize subcommittees and members 
Identify goals and deliverables 
Determine Timelines 
 


