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Background 
Effective September 30, 2016 until March 1, 2017, the Oregon Liquor Control Commission, under OAR 

845-025-5700, may issue an order to limit pesticide testing of usable marijuana meant for retail sale to 

consumers if OLCC staff finds there is insufficient lab capacity for 100% batch testing for pesticides. On 

October 3, 2016, the OLCC issued such an order that lifts the requirement for universal testing of 

pesticides and instead requires a minimum of 33.3% of batches per harvest lot to be tested. If one batch 

fails pesticide testing, it triggers pesticide testing for all batches in the harvest lot. The number of 

batches required for testing is based on the size, in pounds, of the source harvest lot: 

Harvest lot size in pounds Number of batches required 
for testing pesticides only 

0-30 1 

31-60 2 

61-90 3 

91-120 4 

121-150 5 

151-180 6 

181-210 7 

(each 30 pound increment results in an additional batch 
required to be tested for pesticides) 

 

All batches of usable marijuana intended for retail sale to consumers must still be tested for all other 

state-required tests (potency, moisture content, and water activity). This guide is intended to guide 

Metrc lab users on how to correctly enter all necessary information under OAR 845-025-5700 while also 

correctly reporting all required lab test information. Thus guide should be read in conjunction with 

OLCC’s Sampling and Testing Metrc Guide, which goes into further detail regarding rules and 

requirements related to lab testing under OHA and OLCC’s permanent rules. 

http://www.oregon.gov/olcc/marijuana/Documents/CTS/SamplingandTestingGuide.pdf
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Example 1: Thirty Pound Lot Passes Pesticide Testing 
In this example, assume a producer has a 30 pound harvest lot and has requested testing by your lab. 

When you arrive at the producer’s facility, there should be at least three packages with a maximum of 

10 pounds in their inventory awaiting sampling – these are the producer’s batches that correspond to 

the 30 pound harvest lot. 

Figure 1: Thirty pound harvest lot divided into three batches 

 
 

After identifying the three batches from which you will sample, physically sample the product according 

to OHA and ORELAP requirements. After physically taking the samples and weighing them on a field 

scale, instruct the licensee to enter the relevant weights into their Metrc inventory. In this example, 23 

grams have been sampled from each batch. For more information, see OHA rules and ORELAP SOPs. 

Figure 2: Submitting batches for testing 

 

http://www.oregon.gov/oha/mmj/Pages/rules.aspx
https://public.health.oregon.gov/LaboratoryServices/EnvironmentalLaboratoryAccreditation/Pages/Sampling.aspx
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After submitting these samples, the licensee will now have six packages in their inventory – three 

correspond to the original packages/batches, and three correspond to the new sample packages. 

Figure 3: Producer’s inventory with batches and samples 

 

 

The licensee will set up a transfer manifest (not shown), you will transport the samples to your facility, 

and finally you will accept the samples into your inventory through Metrc. 

Figure 4: Accept transfer of sample packages 

 



5 

Once back at your lab you will randomly select the required number of batches to test for pesticides. In 

this example, the thirty pound harvest lot requires one batch to be tested for pesticides, and package 

13566 was randomly chosen for pesticide testing. 

After completing testing in the lab, you must submit test results into Metrc. Enter the test types and 

pass/fail result for all required tests (see OLCC’s Sampling and Testing Metrc Guide for more information 

about how to enter test results). In this example, all pesticides test passed. 

In the case of the batch/sample being tested for pesticides, in the notes section indicate that this 

sample was “tested directly.” 

Figure 5: Submitting results for the sample chosen for pesticide testing 

 

http://www.oregon.gov/olcc/marijuana/Documents/CTS/SamplingandTestingGuide.pdf
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After results are submitted for package 13566, results should be submitted for all other 

batches/samples in the harvest lot. Individual results for all required non-pesticides tests should be 

tested directly and the specific results should be identified. For pesticides, the other batches in the 

harvest lot “inherit” the results of the batch randomly selected. In the notes section, indicate which 

sample the results are derived from – in this case, you would indicate in the notes field “tested package 

13566.” The same would be done for the third batch in the lot (package 13568, not shown). 

Figure 6: Submitting results for other batches in the lot 

 

 

After results are submitted for all batches, the Lab Testing Status will change to “TestPassed” – sample 

packages should be adjusted down with a reason code of “Sample Destroyed (Lab Use Only)” and testing 

is complete. 
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Example 2: Thirty Pound Lot Fails Pesticide Testing 
If a batch fails pesticide testing all other batches must be tested directly for pesticides. In this example, if 

the one batch randomly selected (sample package 13566) fails, the other two samples (13567 and 

13568) will need to be tested directly and have pesticide results posted. As in the prior example, all 

batches must be tested for all other required tests (potency, water activity, and moisture content). The 

following screenshots focus solely on how to enter pesticide results, but all other results must also be 

included (see prior example and OLCC’s Sampling and Testing Metrc Guide for more information). 

In this example, assume the samples have already been officially received into the lab’s inventory and 

results are ready to be posted to Metrc. The sample randomly chosen for pesticide testing (13566) fails 

pesticide testing because Abamectin has been detected at levels above the action level. As in the prior 

example, the notes field for the pesticides test should indicate that the sample was tested directly for 

pesticides. Moreover, as outlined in OLCC’s Sampling and Testing Metrc Guide, the specific analyte that 

failed the test and its specific detected amount should be identified. For purposes of this example, 

assume the originating licensee did not request a retest for pesticides. 

Figure 7: Batch fails pesticide testing 

 

http://www.oregon.gov/olcc/marijuana/Documents/CTS/SamplingandTestingGuide.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/olcc/marijuana/Documents/CTS/SamplingandTestingGuide.pdf
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This failure triggers universal testing of all other batches in the harvest lot for pesticides. In this example, 

both samples 13567 and 13568 are tested directly for pesticides and pass. As such, the notes field 

should indicate that the samples were tested directly for pesticides, and because no specific analyte was 

detected above the action level, entering “pass” for the overall testing category is sufficient information. 

 

 

After test results have been entered for all three packages, the Lab Testing Status of the randomly 

selected batch (13566) is “TestFailed”1 and the other two batches subsequently tested for pesticides (in 

addition to all other required tests) have statuses of “TestPassed.” 

 

 

As described in OHA rule, batches that fail pesticide testing must be destroyed and cannot be 

remediated. In this example, the batch associated with sample package 13566 would have to be 

destroyed by the producer, but the batches associated with samples 13567 and 13568 could be 

transferred to retail and sold to consumers. 

                                                           
1 The universal pesticide testing requirement in the event of a failure is triggered only after the retesting process 
allowed under rule, if requested by the originating licensee, has resulted in a second failure for pesticides. If the 
originating licensee does not want a retest, the testing of the other batches may commence prior to retesting. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
What does this rule actually change? 

OAR 845-025-5700 previously required all batches to be tested for pesticides. This change permits OLCC 

to limit the number of batches per harvest lot tested for pesticides if the OLCC finds that there is 

insufficient lab capacity for universal pesticide testing. If a batch fails pesticide testing, however, all 

other batches in the lot must be tested for pesticides. 

What products are affected by this rule change? 

Only usable marijuana (buds and shake/trim) intended for retail sale to consumers is affected by this 

rule. This rule does not affect any other products (e.g. concentrates, extracts, edibles, etc.) or usable 

marijuana intended for further processing. 

Do I still need to test all batches for other tests? 

Yes. This rule only changed the requirement for pesticide tests.  

If a batch fails pesticide testing, can it be retested before all other batches must be tested for 

pesticides? 

Yes. A batch that fails pesticides may be retested as allowed under OHA rules before the failed test 

“triggers” universal testing for all other batches. If the originating licensee requests a retest of the batch 

for pesticides it may be tested again by the first lab and then resampled by another lab for confirmation 

testing. If the batch passes these retests the batch is not considered to have failed pesticides. However, 

if either of the retests (the retest by the original lab or the confirmation test) result in a failure, all 

batches within the harvest lot must be tested for pesticides, and any batches that fail pesticide testing 

must be destroyed. 

 How should a lab indicate which batches were or were not tested for pesticides? 

A lab should enter the phrase “Tested directly” in the notes field for pesticide results for any batch 

directly tested for pesticides. For batches not tested for pesticides, a lab should enter the last 5 digits of 

the RFID tag for all batches within the same harvest lot that were tested. See the first example in this 

guide for reference. 

When does OAR 845-025-5700 expire? 

The rule allowing the OLCC to limit pesticide testing to less than 100% of batches if the agency finds 

insufficient lab testing capacity expires on March 1, 2017. However, under the rule the OLCC has the 

authority to order universal pesticide testing at any time (with ten days notice) if it finds that testing 

capacity is sufficient prior to March 1. 

 



10 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions about Metrc functionality? 

Contact Metrc support at (877) 566-6506 or support@metrc.com 

 

Questions about policies or rules regarding lab testing? 

Contact TJ Sheehy, OLCC Data Analyst, at tj.sheehy@oregon.gov or (503) 872-5017 

 

mailto:tj.sheehy@oregon.gov

