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ACUPUNCTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MEETING AGENDA 

BOARD OFFICE/WORKING LUNCH 

 

June 5, 2015 

Noon 
 

Committee Members:      Staff:       

Ellen Shefi, LAc, Chair    Kathleen Haley, JD, Executive Director   

Brynn Graham, LAc     Nicole Krishnaswami, JD, Operations & Policy Analyst  

Lena Kuo, MD     Shayne J. Nylund, Committee Coordinator   

Charlotte Lin, MD        

Siamak Shirazi, LAc       

      

Guests Present: 

Travis Buckmaster, LAc 

John Inlow 

Laura Ocker, LAc 

Rebecca Seitz, LAc 

    

Ms. Shefi called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 

            

Ms. Shefi to announce that pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(f) and ORS 192.660(2)(k), the Acupuncture Advisory Committee 

of the Oregon Medical Board (OMB) may convene in Executive Session to consider information or records that are 

exempt by law from public inspection or information obtained as part of an investigation, including information 

received in confidence by the Board and Acupuncture Advisory Committee, information of a personal nature the 

disclosure of which would constitute an invasion of privacy, and records which are otherwise confidential under Oregon 

law. The Acupuncture Advisory Committee will reconvene in Public Session prior to taking any final action.  Members 

of the news media may remain in the room during the Executive Session, but are directed not to report on the specific 

information discussed during the Executive Session. 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

1 Investigative Update from Eric Brown, Chief Investigator Shefi 

 

Mr. Brown updated the Committee on licensees currently under investigation. 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  Informational item only. No action taken. 
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PUBLIC SESSION 

OREGON ADMINISTRATIVE RULES (OAR) 

 

 2 OAR 847-070-0021: Acupuncture Needles 
FIRST 

REVIEW 
Shirazi 

The proposed new rule requires Oregon-licensed acupuncturists to follow clean needle technique and use 

only disposable, single-use acupuncture needles. 

 

Mr. Shirazi reviewed the proposed new rule OAR 847-070-0021 before the Committee. The Committee discussed 

revising the proposed rule section (1) to clarify what clean needle technique is. Ms. Graham stated that clean needle 

technique refers to standards found in the Clean Needle Technique manual established by Council of Colleges of 

Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (CCAOM). 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: The Committee recommended amending OAR 847-070-0021(1) to read:  

A licensed acupuncturist must follow clean needle technique standards. Forward to the Full Board for review.  

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

Time Certain: 12:20 p.m. 

3 Presentation on Animal Acupuncture Shefi 

 

Travis Buckmaster, LAc, stated the practice of animal acupuncture is a topic that pre-dates veterinary acupuncture. He 

expressed concern about liability should an animal, owner, or practitioner get hurt due to lack of proper training. He 

asked the Committee to set requirements for proper training in the form of certification.   

 

Ms. Haley asked if the presenters had obtained support from the Oregon Association of Acupuncture and Oriental 

Medicine (OAAOM). She suggested that a position paper from OAAOM setting forth recommendations for education 

and training could be reviewed at a future Committee meeting.  In the interim, an article regarding animal 

acupuncture can be added to the Board’s newsletter to gain interest in the topic.  

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: The Committee recommended adding an article to the Board’s newsletter 

in regards to their strong support for acupuncturists to obtain appropriate education and training prior to practicing on 

animals in accordance with the veterinary medicine statutes. In addition, the Committee recommended interested 

parties receive support from the OAAOM, draft guidelines and bring those back to the Committee for future 

discussion.  
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4 Blood Borne Pathogens Graham 

 

The Committee discussed whether gloves should be required when removing needles with respect to the risk of blood 

borne pathogens when practicing acupuncture. Laura Ocker, LAc, informed the Committee that the Council of 

Colleges of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (CCAOM) published a position paper stating that while it is not 

required for acupuncturists to wear gloves upon the insertion or removal of needles, they should be available for use.   

 

Ms. Shefi stated the Clean Needle Technique manual says acupuncturists should wear gloves under certain 

circumstances, specifically when coming into contact with mucous membranes, when a patient has a skin condition, 

or when the acupuncturist has any open wounds on his or her hands. She also mentioned that acupuncturists should be 

using nitrile or vinyl gloves and not latex. 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: Informational item only. No action taken. 

 

5 Committee Recommendations and the Board Approval Process Shefi 

         

The Committee reviewed the process of Acupuncture Advisory Committee recommendations and Board approval. 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: Informational item only. No action taken.  

 

6 Scope of Practice – Oriental Massage Graham 

                                     

Ms. Graham reviewed the scope of practice definition for Oriental massage and expressed concern with how Tui Na 

massage is being practiced by some acupuncturists. She asked the Committee if OAR 847-070-0005(1)(b)(B) should 

be amended with a more specific definition of Oriental massage.  

 

Mr. Shirazi stated that it would be difficult to restrict the definition of Oriental massage because of the numerous 

modalities involved. Dr. Kuo stated the importance of consent prior to a therapeutic session.  

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: By consensus, the Committee recommended not to revise current rule  

847-070-0005(1)(b)(B). No action taken.  

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 

7 Review of Board Approved Minutes from December 5, 2014 Shefi 

 

Ms. Shefi reviewed the December 2014 Acupuncture Advisory Committee meeting minutes before the Committee. 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: Ms. Graham moved that the Committee approve the December 2014 

Acupuncture Advisory Committee meeting minutes as written. Dr. Kuo seconded the motion. The motion 

unanimously passed. 
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8 Approved Needling Privileges for Visiting Acupuncturists Lin 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:   The Committee reviewed the list of approved visiting acupuncturists. 

Informational item only. No action taken.  

 

9 Approved Clinical Supervisors Kuo 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:   The Committee reviewed the list of approved clinical supervisors.  

Informational item only. No action taken.  

 

10 Future Committee and Board Meeting Dates Shefi 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: The Committee reviewed the upcoming meeting dates.  

 

11 NCNM to Introduce New Doctoral Program in Chinese Medicine in Fall 2015 Shirazi 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: Informational item only. No action taken. 

 

12 Public Comment Shefi 

 

No public comments were made during this portion of the meeting. 

 

13 Farewell to Ellen Shefi, LAc / Elect New Committee Chair Shirazi 

 

Ms. Haley presented Ms. Shefi a plaque in appreciation for six years of service on the Acupuncture Advisory 

Committee. 

 

COMMITTEE ACTION: Mr. Shirazi moved to nominate Ms. Graham as Committee Chair. Dr. Kuo seconded. 

The Committee recommended Ms. Graham’s nomination as Committee Chair, with Ms. Graham abstaining. 

Forward to the Full Board for approval. 

 

ADJOURN at 1:08 p.m. 

 




