Safety
TOOLBOX TALKS

A ready-to-use training lesson to drive home the essentials of safety. October 2011

Aiding poisoning victims Instructions:
Use Toolbox Talks to spark
safety discussions. On the

i o ey it oxher chemeus | 1P Side 5 2 quiz to make
E hould k ’h ; id P - sure participants retain the
everyday use. cveryone snou now how to aid a poisoning victim. valuable information.

» Meeting Starter Questions What substances used regularly in your
department are potentially poisonous? What

should you do if you or a colleague swallows, inhales or is otherwise
poisoned by any of these substances? Have you ever witnessed a Session Date
poisoning? What was done?

Supervisor/Instructor

» Critical Safety Points Stomach pains, vomiting, drowsiness and
sweating are among the most recognizable Attendee List:
symptoms of poisoning. But victims may also have unusual odors on their
breath, trembling or muscle twitches, convulsions, pin-point pupils,
confusion or irregular breathing. The poison may act so quickly that the
victim may die without immediate treatment. If you suspect someone has
been poisoned:

I.Get the victim away from the poison, then provide treatment appropriate
for the type of poison that the worker was exposed to.

2. Assess the scene for clues and safety. Look for containers of chemicals
or other dangerous substances that are open or out of place. Determine
what the victim was working with. Check labels or Material Safety Data
Sheets (MSDS) for first aid information and follow it immediately.

3.Contact your local poison control center or emergency personnel. Take
the poison container or label with you when you call for medical
assistance so you’ll be able to answer questions about the poison.

4.If the poison is a gas, use a respirator to protect yourself. First, check the
area for your own safety, then remove the victim and get him or her to

. QUIZ ANSWER KEY
fresh air. (Quiz on other side)

5.1f the poisoning was by skin contact, remove the clothing from the 1. False. The first thing you
affected area and flush that area with water for 10 minutes. Once it’s should do is get the victim away
flushed, gently wash the skin area with soap and water and rinse.The from the poison.

contaminated clothing should be destroyed. 2. True.
3. True.

4. False. You should use a
respirator if the poison is a gas.

5. False. The eyes should be
flushed for at least 15 minutes.

6. E. All of the above

) - . . ; 7. False. Clothes that have been
P Quiz Time Find out how much participants learned during this meeting. . - g
Distribute copies of the quiz on the other side of this page. '(;1 c?ntac; with poison should be
estroyed.

Grade the quizzes using the answers to the right.

6.1f the poison contacted the victims’ eyes, flush his or her eyes for 15
minutes with clean water; and have them blink their eyes as much as
possible.
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Aiding poisoning victims
October 2011

Question I: The first thing you should do of you suspect someone has been poisoned is to try to determine

what poisoned him or her.
UTrue QOFalse

Question 2: Chemical containers that are open or out of place are often useful indicators of what the

poisoning agent was.
UTrue QFalse

Question 3: For help you should contact your local poison control center or emergency personnel.
UTrue UFalse

Question 4: If the poison is a gas, your should hold you breath while going to help the victim.
UTrue OFalse :

Question 5: If the poison was in contact with the victim’s eyes, you should flush their eyes for five minutes.
UTrue QFalse

Question é6: Common symptoms of poisoning include:
A. Stomach pains.

B.Vomiting.

C. Drowsiness.

D. Unusual odors on the victim’s breath.
E.All of the above.

CO000D

Question 7: Clothes that have come in contact with the poison should be washed thoroughly.
UTrue UFalse

Safety Toolbox Talks © 2011 is protected by copyright law. As a paid @ﬂ BUSiPQS_S 21
subscriber you may copy and distribute this material for internal PUb"Shmg
employee training purposes only. It may not be duplicated or posted in 453A Baltimore Pike  Springfield, PA 19064
any other form without express written consent of the publisher. fHianes 464192700 » Fax: 610 5432292
www.b21pubs.com




