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Agenda Item: 4b              Information 
 
Topic:   State Fair Update  
 
Presented by:    MG Devereux 
 

 
 
 
The 2013 Oregon State Fair has come to a close and staff at the Oregon State Fair and Exposition 
(OSFEC) will be cleaning up and preparing for the Expo season for the next several weeks.  The 
preliminary attendance figures indicate a slight drop in attendance of 5.6%.  Much of this drop 
can be attributed to a lower concert attendance, and a couple days of rain and unsettled forecasts. 

Staff at the OSFEC worked very hard to prepare for this year’s fair, and continued to make 
improvements in the Fine Arts and Creative Living competition areas where entries were 
significantly up from last year.  Staff will be working to gather final costs for fair delivery and 
evaluate those costs to identify additional efficiencies. 

Overall the fair was well received by patrons and the general public.  The Salem Statesman-
Journal was onsite for all 11 days of the Fair and wrote a number of front page articles 
highlighting the Fair.  Many of these articles highlighted the more positive aspects of the changes 
made at the Fair.  This coverage also included the much touted legislative goat milking contest, 
won by Senator Bill Hansell, representing several eastern Oregon counties including Sherman 
and Gilliam.  A few of these articles are included in the Commission packet. 

The 2013 Fair also serves as the beginning of the transition process to create a public corporation 
that can manage and operate the OSFEC in a manner that is more business focused. 

 
 
 
 
 
Prior Action by Commission: None 
 
Action Requested: None 
 
Attachments: news articles 
 
Prepared by: MG Devereux 
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Agenda Item:  4c             Information 
 
Topic:   Cottonwood BLM Recreation Public Purposes Agreement   
 
Presented by:   MG Devereux 
 

 
 
In September of 2013, the Oregon State Parks Commission will celebrate the opening of 
Cottonwood Canyon State Park.  This opening will mark completion of the first phase of park 
development.  A key element of the second phase of park development is the discussion with 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) regarding management of surrounding public property to 
create a seamless recreation experience.  In July of 2011 the Commission directed staff to pursue 
a Recreation Public Purposes application.   
 
The Recreation Public Purposes Act allows Local and State Governments to lease or purchase 
BLM property for the purpose of recreation development and management.  OPRD staff have 
submitted the initial application, and are working BLM staff at the District level to refine the 
application, and gather any additional information needed to conduct resource analysis to meet 
Federal review standards. 
 
Much of the information needed for this process was already collected during the Cottonwood 
Canyon State Park Comprehensive planning, however in some areas the BLM needs additional 
information or analysis.  The application focuses on the property north of Cottonwood Bridge, 
avoiding areas within the Wilderness Study Area.  OPRD has also tried to avoid affecting 
grazing allotments outside of the allotments already held by Western Rivers Conservancy.  In 
areas where affecting other allotments can’t be avoided, OPRD is committed to working with 
landowners to maintain their current access. 
 
BLM will also open a public process in late 2013 to review the application and solicit public 
comment.   In the interim OPRD and BLM have a Cooperative Management Agreement that will 
help guide management decisions.  No new recreational development will occur on BLM 
property until the application process is complete, in the Summer of 2014. 
 
 
 
Prior Action by Commission: Approval of Cottonwood Canyon State Park Comprehensive 
Plan and Recreation Public Purposes application July 2011 
 
Action Requested: None 
 
Attachments: None 
 
Prepared by: MG Devereux 
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Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
 

September 24, 2013 
 

 
 
Agenda Item:  4e        Action  
 
Topic:    Commission Best Practices 
 
Presented by:    Chris Havel 
 

 
 
The State of Oregon requires an annual review of Commission business practices and procedures. The 
Commission, with mediation by staff, will evaluate fifteen practices during a workshop on September 23: 
 
1. Executive Director’s performance expectations are current. 
2. Executive Director receives annual performance feedback. 
3. The agency’s mission and high-level goals are current and applicable. 
4. The board reviews the Annual Performance Progress Report. 
5. The board is appropriately involved in review of agency’s key communications. 
6. The board is appropriately involved in policy-making activities. 
7. The agency’s policy option packages are aligned with their mission and goals. 
8. The board reviews all proposed budgets (likely occurs every other year). 
9. The board periodically reviews key financial information and audit findings. 
10. The board is appropriately accounting for resources. 
11. The agency adheres to accounting rules and other relevant financial controls. 
12. Board members act in accordance with their roles as public representatives. 
13. The board coordinates with others where responsibilities and interests overlap. 
14. The board members identify and attend appropriate training sessions. 
15. The board reviews its management practices to ensure best practices are utilized. 
 
The attached results sheet summarizes the results of Commissioner evaluations. Where all commissioners 
agree their practices achieve the stated aim, the practice is marked as MEETS. Where the commissioners 
are not in agreement on a practice, it is marked DOES NOT MEET. This report is submitted to the 
Oregon Department of Administrative Services, and incorporated into the budget document submitted to 
the Governor and Legislative Assembly. 
 
Attachment:  Exhibit A – Best Practices Report (will not be prepared until September 23) 
 
Action Requested:  Approve report. 
 
Prior Action by Commission:  Prior years’ approval of Best Practices reports. 
 
Prepared by:  Chris Havel 
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