Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission

February 11, 2015

Agenda Item: 6a Action
Topic: Ochoco Lake — Transfer to Crook County

Presented by: Kammie Bunes

The State Highway Commission acquired 12 acres of land lying between Highway 26 and
Ochoco Reservoir in 1954. Just over two acres were used for highway improvements and the
remaining 9.8 acres were added to the State Park system. A federal Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF) grant was used for park improvements, resulting in a perpetual
obligation to manage for public park purposes. In 1996, OPRD and Crook County entered into a
no-cost lease for the County to assume operation as a county park. The Crook County Park
District manages the site which offers free, year-round day use, a boat launch, and a 22-site
campground, which is closed in winter.

In 2013 the County requested a new long-term lease from OPRD in order to qualify for site
improvement grants. Grantors commonly require the grantee to own the property or have a lease
of at least 25 years. OPRD staff considered this request an opportunity to review whether this
site is essential to the State Park system. After consideration of the natural, cultural, and
recreational site values staff conclude that while the site does not “support the state park mission
and role,” it does have regional importance. Crook County, in partnership with their park district,
has been a good steward of the site and clearly would like to make further investments in the
park.

Staff met with County Commissioner Fahlgren, county counsel and park district managers. All
three County Commissioners subsequently signed a letter of support for the transfer, a copy of
which was included in the November 2014 Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission agenda
packet. If approved, transfer of the LWCF grant agreement from OPRD to the County will occur
in conjunction with the property transfer. This transaction is in compliance with OPRD policy
(Com 10-4) Transfer of Land to Other Public Agencies. A reversionary clause will be included
in the deed to ensure the property comes back to OPRD if not used for park purposes.

Prior Action by Commission: November 2014, Informational item

Action Requested: Staff recommends the Commission approve transfer of the property to the
County at no-cost, contingent upon the County assuming responsibility for the LWCF grant.

Attachment 1: Map

Prepared by: Kammie Bunes
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Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission

February 11, 2015

Agenda Item: 6b Action

Topic: Hilgard Junction - Oregon Department of Transportation
Transfer to Oregon Parks and Recreation Department

Presented by: Kammie Bunes

Background:
The creation of the Parks Department in 1990 required the separation of park lands from those
lands held by the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) for highway purposes.

In 1995, ODOT and OPRD entered into an agreement that facilitated the separation and transfer
of property between the agencies. Most of the lands acquired prior to 1990 for park purposes
were easily identifiable with the conveyance documents stating the lands were being conveyed to
the Parks Division of ODOT and many park specific acquisitions were given file numbers that
identified them as park properties (P files).

Although all properties identified in the 1995 agreement have been conveyed to OPRD, we
occasionally come across a parcel of park land that was inadvertently left off the list or was
transferred to OPRD but obviously, should have remained with ODQOT, i.e., the lands described
are located under a highway.

In October 2013, an inquiry regarding a possible timber trespass on state-owned property
adjacent to Hilgard Junction State Park brought to everyone’s attention that approximately 700
acres of land acquired for park purposes had not been listed in the 1995 Agreement. These
lands, located on the south side of the Grand Ronde River, were acquired for park purposes in
1966, as evidenced by their “P file” numbers.

ODOT has provided a Quit Claim Deed, relinquishing any rights to these 700 acres for OPRD to
accept. As these lands had not been specifically identified in the 1995 agreement, OPRD cannot
accept the property without the Commission’s approval.

Prior Action by Commission: None

Action Requested: Staff requests Commission approval to accept the conveyance of 700 acres
of lands abutting Hilgard Junction State Park from the Oregon Department of Transportation.

Attachment 1: Map

Prepared by: Alice Beals
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