




































Serving Eastern Oregon since 1894 

KILPATRICKS 
 
Mike Kilpatrick, P.C. P.O. Box A Telephone: (541) 932-4455 
 195 W. Main Street Facsimile: (541) 932-4457 
 Mt. Vernon, OR   97865 
 

     November 18, 2013 
 

 
 Mr. Jay Graves, Chair  
Oregon State Parks Commission through  
Tim Wood, Director  
Chris Havel, Communications and Research Division  
Vanessa R DeMoe, Commission Assistant  
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY TO tim.wood@state.or.us, chris.havel@state.or.us, and 
vanessa.demoe@state.or.us  
 

RE: PUBLIC COMMENT – Re Bandon / Grant County proposal 
 
 
I own the land West and North of the Meredith property. My ranch borders this property for 

more than five miles. 

 

The Grouse Mountain acquisition does not meet the legal or practical standards to be a new state 

park.  All real estate is unique in its own way.  There is nothing outstanding on this property to 

include it as a state park. 

 

I owned and operated the land and meadows on the lower reaches of Beech Creek for 50 years 

before Meredith’s acquired it. The rest of the property is familiar as well.  I have farmed, ran 

cattle, fixed fence and been on that property for almost 50 years. I own and operate 4,000 acres 

that has over 5 miles of common boundary with Meredith’s property.  To this date, no one from 

the State has contacted me by any means about this plan.  I can only assume that is because they 

don’t want information or input. 

 

If the State Parks need office space and equipment storage in Grant County, the Mt. Vernon 

school and 9 acres are now privately owned and available for purchase. It would be a wonderful 

headquarters, meeting and educational space. If Grant County needs more State parks, why not 

place them on land that is already owned by the government.  ODF&W own a lot of land in 

Grant County.  A park on the South Fork or Murders Creek or Canyon Meadows would be a 

welcome addition and would free up millions of dollars in acquisition and maintenance costs. 

 

Shaun Robertsons comments are correct and based upon facts and firsthand experience.  I 

incorporate his comments and submissions to not make this comment any more lengthy. I urge 

the commission to do the smart thing with Oregonians money and find a different place for a 



new State Park rather than the Grouse Mountain parcel. 

 

 

 

Mike Kilpatrick 


































