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Remember, Restore, Reconnect
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1st International Road Congress, Paris,
October 1908

23rd World Road Congress, Paris, 
September 2007

R. H. Thomson, Samuel Hill, S. C. Lancaster 
London, October 1908 
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Arc de Triomphe
Paris, 1908

photo by Sam Hill

E. Purnell Hooley, England, 1908,
photo by Sam Hill
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Axenstrasse in Switzerland, 1865

Columbia River Gorge,
east of Portland, Oregon
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Maryhill Loops Road, Maryhill Ranch

Oregon Legislature traveling to Maryhill, 
February 1913
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Important meeting at Chanticleer Inn 
August 1913

“Soldiers of the 
Common Good”

Simon Benson

Samuel Hill

Amos S. Benson

Samuel C. Lancaster

&

John B. Yeon
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John B. Yeon

(1865-1928)

Lumberman

Multnomah 
County 
Roadmaster

State Highway 
Commissioner

Mitchell Point Tunnel, 1915
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June 7, 1916

June 7, 1916

June 7th brings the formal dedication of the Columbia River Highway, the scenic 
roadway through the Columbia River Gorge that is attracting worldwide attention 
for the colossal grandeur of its scenery and the marvelous feat in engineering to 
provide a modern boulevard through the mountainous slopes of the Cascades.  

The Highway dedication has been heralded far and wide the last six months and 
every effort to put forth to bring the ceremonies as the opening day feature of 
Portland’s 10th annual Rose Festival to the attention of the world. 
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Arrangements made for special trains leaving Union Station at 1:00 pm, 75 cent round-trip fare.  Dedication will end at 
3:30 and trains will return then to Union Station. Queen Muriel and official party will go by train and return by automobile.  
She and party will drive to Crown Point for ceremonial start of construction of Vista House.

Ceremony at Multnomah 
Falls will “provide one of the 
most picturesque scenes 
offered in the state.”

“The scene opens with a blast 
of trumpets coming from the 
picturesque mountain trail 
above the observation bridge 
which spans the chasm between 
the upper and lower falls of 
Multnomah. “
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Miss Columbia will inform Queen Muriel that her dancing girls are present and fairy dances will 
be presented.  While dancing the fairies will scatter rose petals about the court scene.

As the dancers fade away the queen will step forward and, touching a silken cord, a 
mammoth American flag will be unfurled in front of the falls to complete the 
ceremony.” Then comes the dedication of the scenic roadway making passable the river 
gorge for the first time in history for automobiles and vehicles of all kinds.”
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Crown Point, 1916

President Wilson will press a button that will unfurl a huge American flag over Crown Point.  
Sent electrical signal to guillotine used to launch the USS Oregon in 1893 in San Francisco.  
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National salute of 48 guns by Battery A, under direction of Captain W. C. Helme, and playing 
of “Star-Spangled Banner” by band.
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Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee 
Overall goals of the project:  
• Celebrate the history of the Historic Columbia River 
Highway.

• Promote use of the State Trail.
• Promote funding needs for the remaining Trail 
segments.

• Acknowledge the Historic Highway’s  future potential.
• Create links to, and inclusiveness with, the five Gorge 
communities – Troutdale, Cascade Locks, Hood River, 
Mosier and The Dalles
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What will success look like? 

What would success look like? 
• Great media coverage that builds pride and 

awareness of the Historic Columbia River 
Highway’s significance and sheds light on efforts 
to reconnect the abandoned sections of the 
Highway with a trail.  
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What would success look like? 
• Built excitement around the possibility of a 

reconnected Historic Highway.
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What would success look like? 
• Creation of a memorable event for Oregonians, 

on par with what was done 100 years ago.

What would success look like? 
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on par with what was done 100 years ago.
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What would success look like? 
• Increased visitation to the Gorge Communities by 

tourist
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What would success look like? 
• Increased visitation to the Gorge Communities by 

tourist

Remember, Restore, Reconnect


