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Site Location

= [ ocated within Union
County Oregon

= Owned and Operated
by Mount Emily
Logging Company
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Site Relevance

This site reveals the existence of a small Japanese
immigrant population that is not currently reflected in
the historical record of Union County.

This site provides a unique opportunity to contribute
to an underserved area of scholarship surrounding
Japanese-Americans who avoided internment.

The geographic location of the site has resulted in less
human disturbance than other similar sites.

Site History

Map of area where Mount Emily Lumber Company got much of its timber.
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Map of Mount Emily Lumber Company Spur Lines

La Grande Sawmill




Overview of Camp

Established in 1925

Located along the Grande
Ronde River, six miles
southwest of Hilgard, Oregon

Main camp complex had a total
of 5 structures:

2 wooden boxcar shaped units for
the Japanese section crew

1 small house for white section
foreman

1 additional small house with
canvas tent extension

Communal outhouse

§-Sgt. Kaurchi Yamasaki,
37, of Starkey, who is now in
France with the 442nd Infan-

try.

He enlisted in May, 1943,
and has been overseas sinee : 2 3
March 13, 1944, He has been \Hew]lenh;ted Jin Mmch,f 19; 2
awarded the unit citation for i s
bravery. most two years.

Sergeant Yamasaki, before Sl  Before joining the army,
joining the army, was section [l Sergeant Yamasaki worked on
[Euregmi at htetlu: mﬂf\f‘ lg:; the section at Starkey. His

il amber 1 i
HA SR wife lives in Denver.

Kawichi Yamasaki Irving Yamasaki

Pfe. Ted Yamasaki, 28, who
enlisted in March, 1942, with
his brother Irving.

Private Yamasaki worked
on the section at Starkey for
imany years prior to joining
the army. He is now in France
fin the same division with his
roihers.

His wife lives i

Ted Yamasaki

Louisiana Youth
Guilty of Slaying

VALE, Ore., Jan. 3—{(®—Floyd
Martin Pousson, 17, Lake Charles
La, pleaded guilty in district court
vesterday to the hitch-hike slaying
of Matsuki Kurisu, 6l-year-old
Japanese-American, and was sent-
enced to life imprisonment.

Kurisu's battered body was found
in the eastern Oregon desert last
Oct. 16, several days after he dis-

appeared while enroute to his home
at La Grande. Pousson was arrest-
ed at Dalhart, Tex., Oct. 12, in

The Abilene Reporter News
January 9, 1946
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Preliminary Site Survey

= Surface collection of five separate artifact clusters

= Assemblage for each cluster divided into four
typologies:

Metal

Glass

Ceramics

Miscellaneous (these artifacts are not included as part of

this study, but included leather boots, battery cores, and
a potential atomizer)

Metal Assemblage

58 Total Artifacts
24 |dentifiable as Sanitary Cans (1904-Present)

MJB Coffee Can (1899-1950's)
Shell Oil Can (2940-1955)
Crushed Metal Lunchbox Lid (1904-1953)

Metal Stove Flue (Unknown Date)
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Relative Dating of Site as
Supported by Artifacts

= Artifacts show that site was active no earlier than
1904.

= All activity (with exception of Sanitary Cans) ceased
after approximately 1960.

| Lunch Box: 1904 - 1953

| Shell Oil Can: 1904 - 1955
I

| MIB Coffee Can: 1904 — 1950°s

| Sanitary Seals (23): 1904 - present

1920

Glass Assemblage

58 Total Artifacts

35% Have Identifiable Maker’s
WEIS

90% From California Manufacturing
Plants
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Relative Dating of Site as
Supported by Artifacts

Terminus post quem- 1923
Terminus ante quem- 1977

Frequency of site activity
increases sharply in the
mid 1930’s and decreases
in the mid 1950's

Ceramic Assemblage

5 Total Artifacts .
Ceramics only found in 2 of
the site’s artifact clusters

1 Suspected White Granite
Rim Sherd

1 Suspected Fiestaware
"Original Green"” Base

Sherd
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Ceramic Assemblage Cont.

= Cluster 1 also contained 3 Unique
Sherds:

1 Base Sherd with Partial Pedestal
2 Medial Sherds

Conclusions

SUMMARY OF SITE DATA
Glass: 1923 — 1977
Lunch Box: 1904 — 1953

Shell Oil Can: 1904 — 1955
MJB Coffee Can: 1904 — 1950°s
—_— —

Saniteﬂ Seals: 1904 — present
Fiestaware: 1936 —1951
I

White Graniteware: 1880 — Eresent -~

: Suribachi: 1200 — present >
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Significance and Call for Further
Study

= Contributes to Japanese immigrant history on a local
level in Union County as well as the state level.

Reveals that the historical record of Union County and
of the State of Oregon is not yet complete and would
benefit from further study of the archaeological
record.

|dentifies underserved areas of scholarship
surrounding the World War Il internment of Japanese-
Americans and the need for further research.

We Would Like to Thank

Dr. Rory Becker of the Eastern Oregon University
Anthropology Department

Erik Harvey, Southzone Archaeologist for the United
States Forest Service, Wallowa Whitman National Forest

Scott Crowser, Project Photographer

John '‘Bud’ Gray

This project is supported in part by a grant from the Oregon
Heritage Commission, Oregon Parks and Recreation
Department




