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LEVERAGING THE NATIONAL 
REGISTER FOR YOUR 
COMMUNITY
Diana Painter, Ian Johnson & Joy Sears, Oregon Heritage/SHPO
2015 Oregon Heritage Conference, April 22-24

What is the National Register 
of Historic Places?

 Nation’s official list of historic places worthy of preservation

 Authorized by National Historic Preservation Act of 1966

 Administered by the National Park Service

 Over 2,000 properties listed in Oregon, including 118 historic 
districts

 Designation is honorific
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AGE

Generally 50 years old 
or older

SIGNIFICANCE

What is the resource’s 
story?

INTEGRITY

Does the building 
retain its historic 

appearance?

ELIGIBLE 
RESOURCE

What Can Be Listed?

How can the National Register 
help communities?

 Fosters community pride and identity 
building

 Provides consideration in planning 
for state and federally funded 
projects

 Qualifies properties for federal and 
state preservation tax benefits and 
grants

 Provides protection by local 
government

 Doesn’t prevent owner from selling 
or changing property
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What is in a National Register Nomination?

 A completed Nomination Form

 Narrative physical description

 Narrative historic significance

 Bibliography

 Boundary description

 Photographs

 Maps & Appendices

• The nomination can be part of a larger process

• Research for the nomination can be used to 
interpret your historic site, district or town

Two ways to leverage the NR
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Part of a larger process; Case I
Lord & Schryver Garden (Gaiety Hollow)

Part of a larger process; Case I
Lord & Schryver Garden (Gaiety Hollow)
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Part of a larger process; Case I
Lord & Schryver Garden (Gaiety Hollow)

What role will 
your National 
Register 
nomination 
play?

 Establish 501c3

 Apply for grants and funding

 Prepare a Cultural Landscape Report

 Begin restoration/rehabilitation of the 
garden

 Prepare a National Register nomination

 Continue fundraising to purchase the 
property.

Part of a larger process; Case II
Sonoma Valley Woman’s Club
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Part of a larger process; Case II
Sonoma Valley Woman’s Club

What role will 
your National 
Register 
nomination 
play?

 Raise funds

 Build the Clubhouse (1916!)

 Prepare a National Register nomination

 Establish 501c3

 Use historic status to help rent the 
facility for events

 Celebrate 100-year building 
anniversary!

 Certified Local Government Grants

 Preserving Oregon Grants

 Special Assessment of Historic Properties 
Program

 Federal Historic Tax Credit Program

Grants and Tax Incentives Overview
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Clatskanie IOOF Hall

Cottage Grove 
National Guard Armory



4/27/2015

8

• The nomination can be part of a larger process

• Research for the nomination can be used to 
interpret your historic site, district or town

Two ways to leverage the NR

Develop a walking tour/brochure
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Create a digital handheld tour

Create a digital handheld tour
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Create a digital handheld tour

Sponsor an exhibit – on the ground or virtual

An Afternoon in a 
Victorian Parlor
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Create a virtual interactive exhibit

Create a virtual interactive exhibit
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Create a virtual interactive exhibit on CD

Put an exhibit on a CD

Possible content is:

 Historic photos

 Historic film clips

 Historic newspaper 
excerpts

 Oral histories

 Interviews

 Virtual tours

 Current photos
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Sponsor an online article

Create interpretive panels
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Create interpretive panels

Interpret your downtown
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Create an interpretive experience

Create an interpretive experience
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Use public art to commemorate a site

Use public art to commemorate a site
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Use public art to enhance a public place

Develop a publication
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Re-print a historic publication

Re-print a historic publication
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Contribute to a heritage festival or tourism plan

Contribute to a heritage festival or tourism plan
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Contribute to a heritage festival or tourism plan

Where to start?

What are the 
best tools for 
interpreting 
your site, 
historic district 
or town?

Questions to ask . . . 

 What is your organization’s mission?

 What do you want visitors to take 
home? (“The take-away”)

 How do you want them to describe the 
experience to their friends?

 What are the practical concerns, like 
budget, staffing, maintenance?
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Leveraging the National Register 
for your Community

Questions?


