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Introduction

During the earliest years of automobile travel, when cars first
became popular about a hundred vears ago, thousands of
people began taking excursions into areas where there was
little to no overnight accommodations. During the vears that
followed, a style of overnight accommodations called the
auto court briefly became popular. This was the time period
that Highway 199 was constructed and several auto courts
were established along the corridor. This paper attempts do . ‘
document the locations and names of these businesses to AR < 0y YVigng
establish a baseline inventory while there are still people in D LI 7
IHimois who remember fhem. Auto with tent designed to use auto as part of the
shelter. Sunday Oregonion. June 29 1919

When auto travel began in the early 1900s, travelers had to
carry their own tents and camping gear so they could provide their own overnight accommodations. They made
: ’ ' camp next to the road where ever it was convenient.

Business owners in cifies along popular travel routes

-~ quickly realized there was money to be made from

L travelers if they could be enticed to camp near to
business centers. Many city administrators supported
the establishment of auto camps in their municipal
parks where fravelers could camp close to the city
center. Grants Pass opened its auto camp m 1915 and
was the first municipal auto camp in the southwest
region of Oregon (Mark, 1991).

The auto camping fad peaked from 1915 to 1922 and
R . g : during that time nnmicipal camps made improvements
Connnunity kitchens were typical of mumicipal auto camps. 10 make their comumunity more attractive to tourists
Pots can be seen on gas biurners in the foreground. Screened and, hence, attract more tourist spending to their local
windows kept the insects out. Oregonian August 29 1920 businesses. Some of these improvments included
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G‘mmﬁs Pass Spak smarn October 8, 1926
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In the early years of auto travel, tourist pulled to the side of the road and camped, sometimes on private land. 4 comic
printed in 1926 expresses the sentiment of private land owners.
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community kitchens with gas stoves, tables for
food preparation, and running water for cleaning
dishes. all of which were inside a screened building
to keep insects out of the food are an example of
the amenities that municipal camps installed by a
community to atiract tourist spending.

During the later part of the auto camping fad
travelers became weary of sefting up cumbersome
tents and unloading camyp gear in the evening

and packing it up in the morning. Land owners
along travel routes found they could generate a
supplemental income by setting up small cabins and
renting them, essentially eliminating the need for

setting up tents. These cabins were not much bigger  Gpanrs Pass municipal park with camping avea and picnic

than a tent and served the purpose of providing a tables in the foreground and a row of small cabins in the
place for travelers to sleep in a shelter from the background. (Courier, 1919).

elements with other activities such as cooking and
family activities taking place outside the structure.

Travelers appreciated the convenience of these small cabins and it was quickly realized by both managers

of municipal camps and private camp owners that cabins gave them a competitive advantage for attracting
travelers with a higher levels of finaucial security and, hence, more money to spend. Despife the improvement,
people who rented cabins still had to do their cooking outside of the structure and take showers m camp bath
houses.

The popularity of small, tent-sized cabins initiated a new phase of camp improvement but it wasn’t long before
one camp was frying to out do the others by adding amenities that made their cabins more attractive than others.
This included developing cabins with living rooms as well as indoor plumbing for a private bathroom and
kitchen, As the popularity of auto camps faded, campgrounds were replaced with a group of cabins, and the
term “auto camp” was replaced by “auto court”. In the mid 1920’s, the era of the auto court had begun.

The Park-to-Park Higlway was a
route thar ok travelers on a loop
tour of western National Parks.
Grants Pass was on the roure and
may explain why auto camps and
auto courts were established along
the Pacific Highway (Fhwy 99)

in the Grants Pass area (Sunday
Oregonian Jufy 17 1921) (left).

Latcl of the Zuni Tribe was one

of several Native Americans who
ran in the Indian Marathon during
the first race in 1927, This race
was 400 miles long, starting at the
Golden Gate Bridge and ending in
Grants Pass, the entive length of
the "Rechvood Highway (June 8
1928 Southern Oregon Spokesman)
(right).
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It was during this time, at the beginning of the aufo court era, that the Redwood Highway (Fwy 199) was
completed in 1926. Promotion began immediately with organization of the Indian Marathon in 1927 and

1928. The Redwood Empire Association later promoted travel to Grants Pass from San Francisco. The coastal
route later became preferable to travel on the Pacific Highway (Highway 99) that went through inland valleys
during summer months because it was cooler. The Oregon Cavemen, established in 1922, contributed to the
promotional efforts, all of which added up to increased fravel along the Highway 199 corridor. This is how the
era of the auto court began i Hlinois Valley.

Gimmicks and attractions

The auto court era lasted for about 20 years and during that time owners devised ways to attract travelers and
make their business appear more interesting than other auto courts in their area. This mcluded building larger
cabins with living room, private bath, kitchen, and a porch to sit and enjoy the scenery. Many offered restaurant
services boasting specialty dishes. Honolulu Jims, a restaurant at Siskiyou Camp, offered ham that was “really
different” and one of the restaurants in town boasted eggs from “milk fed chickens”. Some had auto garages
that offered repairs while you sleep. Several emphasized the court’s proximity to a river where fishing and
swimming were available. Cave City Park was the only auto court in the valley to mstall a swimnming pool

but also built a gravel dam in the river every summer to create a small lake for boating and swimming. Some
offered a variety of popular recreational activities such as croquet, tennis, and horseshoes, Several novelty
aftractions were also developed. Waldo Camp had a replica of the Golden Gate Bridge. Twin Pines had a zoo.
Cave City Park had a model railroad. The proximity to the California border also created some unexpected
promotional opportunities during time when the sale of liquor was restricted in Oregon but allowed in
California. This may have been the reason for the development of Joyland, a dance and drinking establishment
that later becamme known as the State Line Rendezvous aud was located on the California side of the border.

The promotional efforts of auto courts may have played a role in the development of other attractions in the
valley by entrepreneurs who capitalized on the increased tournist travel through thus area. Some examples are
the Woodland Deer Park near the Hwy 199 intersection with Pinewood Way and the Cobra Farm (a place
specializing in reptiles) located immediately west of the Hwy 199 intersection with Elwood Lane.

Cave City Park in Cave Junction developed an extensive model vailroad in - Twin Pines had a small zoo including a bear
1938 and started a local model railroad club (Grants Pass bulletin, May that drank soda pop . (postcard, no date).
19 1939),
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Motels - the end of the auto courts

After the end of World War Two, auto courts were replaced by a new and more “modern” form of
accommodation called “motels” . These were generally not much different than auto courts. They contained
individual rooms with private showers and other amenities, just like the cabins offered, but rather than having
individual cabins with “wasted” space between them, the rooms were arranged next to each other in a single

structure,

By the late 1940s , auto courts were increasingly regarded as old fashioned and many owners of these facilities
dropped the “court” from their name and added “motel” as a strategy to continue to attract travelers. Some
constructed new motel buildings but kept their cabins and examples of this can be found at Camp Muir, later
called the Muir Motel, and at Cave City Camp, later called the Lucky Clover Motel.

The history of auto cowrts and the transition of traveler preference to motels can be found in a number of papers

that are easily found on the internet,

Auto courts of lllinois Valley

The following pages contain information about auto courts in
Illinois Valley. The list was compiled from advertisements and
articles printed in the Illinois Valley News, Cave Junction (see
example to right). This paper went into business in 1937 and,

for that reason, records of auto courts that were operational in
this area from 1926-1936 were not readily available. An effort
was made to go through the 1926-1927 editions of the Southern
Oregon Spokesman, published in Grants Pass as well as editions
of the Grants Pass Bulletin from the late 1920s and early 1930s

but very little was found that mentioned auto courts in the Hlinois

Valley area. For this reason, the list of Illiois Valley auto courts
was compiled almost exclusively from the 1937-1940 editions of
the Illinois Valley News.

Two problems were encountered while compiling this list. One
was the lack of information about where the camps were located.
At best, most information mentioned the distance of the camp
from Cave Junction or its proximity to other businesses that were
“next door” or “across” the street. The second problem: was name

changes that occurred when a business was sold. An example was

Camp-U-Rest that later became O’Harra’s and after that York’s.
It was only by luck that information was found in articles or
advertisements that mentioned the former name of the business.

The document includes mformation on auto courts that were on
Highway 199 and Highway 46 to Oregon Caves. Highway 46
was constructed 1n 1922 when auto camps were still prevalent,
Highway 199 was completed in 1926 about the tune that auto
courts became popular.

Additional information about auto courts in this area can be
found in Appendix A of this document.
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QUEEN VOTES HERE |

The Yollawing werehams are giving Queen
Coupon Votes, When sou make a purchase ask
thewd Yor (an Coupons. Weite the name of
yonr choive Yo Queen aial depusit the vates in
the badlot o,

ALMA'S DBRESS SO

ASSBCIATED SERVICE STATHIN
[T § AN OIS 14 e

PAME LLREST BEATTTY PARLOR
CAVE CPPY GARAGE & MACHINE SHOP
EAVE CEPY THEATER

VAVE INCTION CAME

CAVE FUSETIHON DBRUG Tk
FEANK FEOY DL BARBERRHODP, Kerby
OGN SHELL SERVICE STATIHON
FLAINGERS VALLEY GROCERY
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PEW HEAVMMEER. Nelma

POy CABEN BESTATRANT, Kerby
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MALPIN HARDNW ARE ('O,

VLD EICS AR AMGE, Kerby

MENERS STORE, Kerby

HARRY MESSENGER, Tukilma
ORANGE & BLACK AP

OWE CNFE

D PETERSON SHELL SERVICE STATION
RICHVIELD SERVICE STATION

RITZ TAVERN, Kerhy

NACHSE'S GARACGE, Kerhy
RCHUMACHERS GROCERY

SPANISH CASTLE

WALDO CAME, Redwood Higliwagy
WITTROCK GROCERY, Kerlny
WILSON'S GENERAL STORE, Keeby
YE RUSTIC INN

f
i
!
{
I
i

'
Several auto camps are listed in an advertisement
listing places where ballots for the 1937 Miners
Jubilee beanty queen contest can be dropped.
(Illinois Valley News August 19, 1937),




LOCATION MAP

The list on the left shows the relative order and location of aute camps and courts to Hlinois Valley
communities. More precise locations are give with each of the motel or camp’s description below.

SELMAAREA
Wagon Wheel Lodge
Selmra Auto Court
Log Cabin Hotel
Ghdden Cabins

Pony Ranch
Montgomery Ranch

KERRBY AREA
Maple Court
Johnson’s Camp
Holiday Motel

CAVE JUNCTION
The Pines Motel = Orange & Black Camp

H & H Motel = Canip Hoquiam
Days End Motel
Drews Hotel
Jay’s Cabins
Sherman Cap

Yorks Camp = Camp-U-Rest, O'Harra's (_f'amp‘ 1

Colby Court = Hayden Camp, Cave Jot Court
Lucky Clover Motel = Cave City Park. Del Rio Park

Muir Motel = Caup Muir
Forest Lodge = Kumfy Kamp
Ye Rustic Inn
Rockydale Court
Fredericks Camp
Piue Cone lun

O’BRIEN AREA
Madrone Motel
Waldo Camp
Lone Mountain Resort = Rainbow Gardens
O’ Brien Camp

BORDER AREA
Camp Shona Wauna
Twin Pines

. Selma

"ff Kerby

Cave

~ Junction

Oregon
Caves

Kellar Motel
Woodland Echoes
Baldwin Ranch
Yew Wood Camp
Lind Roadhouse
Grayback Camp

O’Brien

Hwy 46 listed from CJ to Oregon Caves
Wish-U-Well Motel

OREGON

Siskiyou Camp
Elk Valley Camp

~f

199

Siskivou and Elk Villey are listed
because they are both within the
Lilinois Valley watershed
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Camp Hoquiam
This was originally called the Red, White, and Blue Auto
Camp when it was established in 1926. It became known as

Camp Hoquiam in 1928 when it was purchased by Jack Hout.
It was later named the H&H Hotel. An ad in the 1947 Kerby

P

This same year (1928) (se Hus-
reys moved Into their new homée
on the homestead land osnd sold
the “Red, While and Blue” statlon
and camp with the 40 acres of land
on the west side of the Redwood
highway snd later the pew owners
also bought the remainder of the
Hussey's origins) 100 acres on the

High School yearbook indicated they sold Shell o1l & gas. east side of the highway.

199
River St — EI\J

*

g

'“‘gl" )

Camp Muir

This sife 18 located at 27767 Redwood Highway about a mile south of Cave Junction on the east side of the

road. It includes the original cabins and a two story structur

Hywv 199 7

Congratulstions
Hinois Valley
News

CAMYP
MUIR

Heautitul Knotty Plae
Modern Cabios

Catiee Shop WIll Open Thls)
Week-ond

DELICIOUS FOOD

. 4

&

Acvertisement May 12 1938
Hlinois Valley News

r"!'Im: station was next”lmown a‘!;
X The 1955 Metsker maps e o féﬁ::“%%lgﬁ" by |
. show JM Hout ovwned F. L. Smith who had come from|

Hoquiam, Washington, When Mr. |
property north of the nm? Mrs. J. M. Hout bought It.’
intersection of River they relained that same. Tt was
Street and on both sides Mr. Hout who,later decided to ¢all
Streel and on bothn sides thal section of the communily
of Highvway 199, “Taderlope' which name he said was

a combinmtion of “toad” and "an.
felope " Fle built the Todelope
Cafe acroxs the highway {rom the
camp. as so many of the tourists
stopplag st the camp would he
hetter served by an eating place
nearhs

Cave Junction histary bv Enid Bureh, Ilimois
Valley News, Angust 14, 1938, page 4.

¢ that was probably installed as motel units.

Neither of the two post cards above had dates.
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Camp Muir continued

All of the buildings at this site have siding designed to make them appear like a log cabins. This is a type of
“rustic siding” cut to simulate peeled logs. The boards are flat on one side and rounded on the other and fit
together with ship-lapped joints. Log cabin siding was common during the 1930s, in 6,” 8.” and 10” widths.

Looking south at Camp Muir from Highway 199. Motel and restaurant are in the foreground behind the tree on the middle
right. Individual cabins are in the left background. The duplex units with garages are behind the motel building.

i

There are four individual cabins. Photo June 23, 2013 This building was behind the motel and appeared to

have been a bath house. Phote June 23, 2013
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Camp Shona Wauna

The 1938 advertisement below says this site was located one
and a fourth miles from the California border. Twin Pines is

8/10 of a mile from the border and the Hwy 199 bridge over
Elk Creek is one and a half a miles. There was no further

information found about the location of this site.

; |
f!(‘amp Shona Wauna |
.]To Hold Open House |
. ]
N

Mr. and Mrs. Ross Wymore!
have decided to held their eomingz
trout party for the opening of Camp:
Shona Wauna Ladge, Saturday,,
January Tth,  They had p]:mnedf
ot spening the following Satur. |
thiday, but changes in the plans for
i the big 10 et R gathering to take
-plaer there, sltered their plans,

H
|
;
.5
|

Mr. oand Mrs. Wymore invites

Voall te their new lodge Saturday,
< evening and  light refreshments |
owill be served all visitors,

t- The new proprietors of the
./ lodge bave a beautiful place and
cowill try their best to make it en-
"y tertaining for those who visit the
lodpe.  Just aeross the rvoad from
i:\Ir. and Mra, Cass Wymore's ser-
©oview station on Elk ereek, those
sy who visit the lodge will find a de.

Hghtful place.

Janunary 5, 1939 JVN

Camp-U-Rest

a’mumm('mmnnwnuunuuuuauunnulnununuv{a
=

CAMP

SHONA - WAUNA

(By the Wator)

l.ocated on Elk Creek
1% Miles From
| State Line

.
ALL NEW CABINS
DINING ROOM
GROCERIES AND
CONFECTIONS
Mr. and Muys. Cass
Wymore

May 12 1938 IVN

"""mwuamnmmunontumnsmtmmmmmmmu
§

ELE (CREEK SERVICE STATION

Mr. and Mrs, Cass Wymore

m‘ll‘ttt'll)tSlil“"l*li*’f‘l.CS!&Q‘MI!Q!(III“?iI(!l((tl!(1{3(“lt"ttl'lDi*tﬂll!tl‘l“‘l(t‘llil!kt

December 23 1937 IVN

A note about the location of
Camp Shona Wauna:

The ad indicates Shona Wauna
was one and a fourth mile
from State Line and the first
melination is to assume this
was the Oregon-California
border. However, State

Line was also the name of

a dance hall and drinking
establishment immediately
across the border in California,
For this reason, the term “state
line” in the ad may have been
referring to either the actual
border or to the dance hall,
perhaps separated by about

a quarter of a mile distance.
See Appendix B for more
information on the State Line
Rendezvous.

Camp-U-Rest was located at 213 South Redwood Hwy, Cave Junction, the present location of the Dairy Queen.
It was later called O’Harra’s Camp and after that Yorks Camp. An article about the original owner published in
1960 said the camp was established in 1928 and the woods behind the cabins were used for auto camping. (June
2. 1960 Illinois Valley News).

[

SThBDB L

. :
The photo above looks north. The sign for Camp-U-Rest can be seen on the fiont of the building next fo the Standard gas
station sien . There was no date on the posteard.
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Camp-U-Rest continued

The third family 1o move imo
the Cave Junetion arcs were Mr.
and Mrs. Bert Watkins.  In late
1827 they purchased land includ-
ing the remalnder of the 40 acre
tract after the Haydens bought the |
five acres at the junction.

—

built a ecabin Soon he had built.

and had another tourist camp in
operation which he named "Camp-
U-Rest.” Some of these cabins are
still in use and the filling station
was most recently operated by Mr.
and Mrs. Harold Crowl.

EZEEY Iy * x » * w

Cave Junction history by Enid Burch, linois
Valley News, August 14, 1938, page 4.

NEW HEAUTY OPERATOR
AT CAVE JUNCTION PARLOR

Alaee ifin}; 04 [ Lasesd]y bizas i
shstubed ey wparpreend a0 The
Covee Jutetion Houwuty saton at
ranp VD Hest o o e dpen for
(IS ETTIr AN Al l,wmij, RPTTTSPITENS F
vewtly Troame Medlond bt wis fuor
neeely doeated e Povtlamd She
praetaoes wll honb, of beauty vul
Ture  amul ashe the buhes of the
salley e wore i sod gel e

quminteal,

July 15 1937, Hlinois Valley News

Cave Junction Camp

They lived in a tent until Wabi
kins, who was a skilled carpenter,

other cabins and a filling station

i

Camp U-Rest Is Now

Under New Management
Past Monday Wa B Hickman

o and Andrew M Ruunik,, of Mise
F soula, Montana, leased Camp Us
Bost from My and Mres Pasl New-

Batads, ured toek pharvge of this pops
alar eajap al ance,

Mea Hicksnn ix oon obl orese
tanrant woman and intends e ese
tabdish one of the baulinge cating
Baawe on the Bedwood highway

by motheort Orewon,
They will completely
the kitchen
]e‘k(“;k‘
Jamary 13 1938 IVN

by new

renfecite
st dining v atl,
when finished will have an ontive-

CAMP-U-REST |
CABINS ‘
+

Family Style Meals
Short Orders

L 4
Cold Dinks — fce Cream
3
Standard O Producty
+
Greyhound Bus Statien
* 3
Paul Newhﬂd":‘

Juneton

Mr. and M.

v

v o
¢ amp- U-Rest is ident] ified as
the Gravhound bus station.
September 1, 1938 IVN

One of the oidvat tourial campa In the vul!ey ia (‘) Harra's,

Camp-U-Redt, Me, O'Harrs purchaned it more than a
the name. Late last your he loaned the camp to Mr. and
The cam

dince besn operating this vamp.
popular Standard gasoline and ofl.
estion.

They o

Formorly
rene dyo snd changed
™, Stewnrt who have
has severs] eabine and bandles

alzo have . first clmse cafe in con-

Photo of O Harra’s included here for reference. May 9 1940, Dlinois Valley News

Cave Junction Camp is mentioned in an article about recent iniprovements by auto camp owners (May 12 1938
IVN) but probably refers to the Cave Junction Motor Court (see title on picture at bottom of next page).
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Cave Junction Motor Court

This site was located at the intersection of Highway 199 and Highway 46, the present location of the Junction
Inn at 406 Redwood Hwy, Cave Junction. This site was called Hayden Camp when it was first constructed
around 1928 and later renamed Colby Court (Cave Junction history by Enid Burch, Illinois Valley News, August 14,
1958, page 4).

T

. Cottages at Cave Junction Motor Court, Cave Junction, Ore. No date given.

The caption on this Savwvers posteard savs

CAVE JUCTIDW MB3TOk COURT

CAVE U T N

‘ e GATEWAY TO THFE CRELON CAVESR NATIONAL MONUMENT e

e aned 56 onnd e Soeon o £ et 1y, gt the duneticn of the Dre-
Haghawny, Soo Dot Tie newest aredern Moter Conrt to the fame

P Aot h o et}
s Mo A ] Hediwon

foented
s Eves Haoby
ates Ulvegen Taves

Twa to fogrrsom siedeen eabing; vicetrically equinped Litehens, showers with hot aml cold water.
fates Trom $3.00 to $Z.00 pov day for twa persons. Trailer spave with elecircal cunnevtions and sanitary
rest raoms, B0 cents per day. Open oll vear. Write fur reservations,

Grerery store and enfe in connection,  Swimming in the Wlinois River adjacent to the Court. Hunting
L fishing in season.

Authorized Dealer for Standard Oil Products

Have Your Car Serviced While You Sleep .

K.C. HAMILTON, Manager May 9 1940 Hlinois Valley News

to Oregon Caves,

Looking north ar Cave Junction Motor Court with one cabin visible on the fur right. 4 guard rail on the right marks the
dividing line benween west and east lanes of Highway 46. The arrow points toward the east bound lane. The west bound
Jane would have faced directly foward the gas station. Ron Gregg collection.
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Cave City Park

This is located at 520 Redwood Hwy south of Cave Junction and adjacent
to the bridge over the East Fork of the Hlinois River. It was previously
called the Del Rio Park and later was named the Lucky Clover Motel. The
tourist camp was likely established in 1927 or 28.

IBAUMBERGER BUILDS
DAM ACROSS RIVER
AT CAVE CITY PARK

Raiph Baumberger of the Cuve
Tourist Purk, reventiy bl
A Gan AOT GRS fark of the
Jrvvons river, whiel flows by the

e
Lot

the o

and created auite a largc

¢

Bt

aned

where swiminng

RERT

dare. He alss
Cpurt of 1l

lake and

soguite deen oy sputs,

T at the Joawer end of
the park amd hae rabsed the water
chack s far oas Heswford < place,
a quarter of a mile foy

EVETY evEning  one  Can
of the park eut vidisg on
tne mindature lake.
Swimming ¥ wdeal and the water
noew 13 just right for a plunge
Auring the hot weather,

July 24 1941 Tllinais Valley News

He has three row boats

Py

Smokejumper Base Museum

After the Bedwoad flighway was |
completed e built 3 +mail honowe
o Lhis property and operated s
tourist camp 1t was zome Lime
pefore there wyere other boildings
there and 1§ 2radually allained the
size of the prezem “Lucky Clover
Matel” Much of the construction
work was completed whily #f was
owned by Mre.oand Mrs Haumberg-
er aod awch more while it was the
property of Mr and Mrs. Frank
Rauber, then named “Cave Park
Motel ™

Cave Junetion history by Enid Burcly,
Illinois Fal News, Augnsr 14, 1938, p 4.

¥

e

# %%

In 1944, smokejumper crews were housed in the flats behind the Cave Junction
ranger station, an area located immediately adjacent to Cave City Park. This
photo was taken by one of the crew members and likely shows a diving board
ar Cave City Park and the deep pool of water backed up by a dam such as is
mentioned in the article to the left. Nick Pauls Collection, 1944 - Siskiyou

There are several cabins in fair shape standing in the flats next to the East Fork of the Illinois River. This photo looks

novth with the viver behind the camera and Highway 199 ro the right.
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Cave City Park continued

A view of the old Redwood Highway was taken from the bridge June 13 1957 IVN
over the East Fork of the lilinois River and looks north af the

Lucky Clover Motel. The Redwood Higlnvay is seen in the Fire Call Take@ Tl"l;(fk
Joreground and a small paddie wheel is seen on the left in the old A wea e WG © oxar
Kerby Water Ditch. No dare. Aw ay While Lions Work

= * % . . + s
Cleaning Swimming Pool
b ocdelegatoon from ke foane
siub rleanred the pool at the Cgve
Parc Matsd last Suanday o have
toeady for e in ke sumimes

Crvecenlion progran There were
:;’?;'. frives a1 Ehe j{a?;_ :ﬂ'“; 0}\;)«
Tore tpiek Just me the wark a2art.

cve owae g fore wlarm awd the

¥ i ¥is Be tas e sty Lhe *“XQA
oty TR ot b ofe the work

E pievy ol pguionment
ety af the
[ RRE IR TECONNN S S 270
E FREIE A S 1R {gog s
£ roothe e
Par o wch s g e tdaninag L
v g et For
it : ¥ guig §i¢ 3
+ Park W
i 3 PR B S €y
i 4 i - i i
1 TS D 4t f . "
‘ , , » ¥ é ax o L SRR
- ol ‘. s i b : § P
: e )
gl - by / ¢ ot
A W o s et g i : :
Cave City Park model railroad (see next page). Post card had no date. Cave City Park was the only auto court in
From Greg Walter Collection, Jefferson State Financial, Cave Junction. Hlinois Valley with a swimsiing pool.
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Cave City Park continued

Jantiary 27 1938 IVN

New Owners For

Del Rio Auto Camp

e and Mys, KT Baomberger
f Lo Angeles,  have recently
Ppurvelsusnd the Del Rio Auto Camp
con the banks of the IHinois rviver,
Pamd plan to make extensive im-

Cprovements immediately,

Eoafrs. Baumberger left fust Wed-
fnesday for Los Angeles to wind
ap sonte business matiers and will

veturp s soon a8 posable

Jim Payne, former owoer, plans
Ctg leave sean for Sonora, Califor-
1, where he has niining interests,

February 24 1938 IVN

Model Railroad Club
‘Formed In Valley %

e
Last Foesday ovening o prefime !
inary nieetiog wius hetd at the Deld
e nte camyp Tor the purprese of |

forming g rodel  rdleond club |
CAnother meeting wil be held Frios
cday. Febraary 20th ot % pone at
he same phwe whenn o permatient
wanizution will be formed,
Halph Bagmberver ix instry.
Posertal e ferming the club, He
wits interested 10 this work i Lus
Angelvs, where he wus prominent.
Iy sdentified with o model elub
there.  This is 4 hobby with the
menbers,  Building models of all
kinds of ratlrosd vauipment is o
very  faseinating  pastime,  and
Mr. Baumberper has several mod-
els on exhibition he constraeted
while at Los Angele«, ;

Those interested in joining anid
are 23 or more years of age, are
invited to attend the next meet-
ingr. For further information see
Ralph  Baumberger, Dr. A. N.
Collman, Forbes Slayton or Tlew.
ellyn Watters,

May 19 1939, Grants Pass Bulletin
| THE REAL THING TO SCALF

FI SRTA NS F 0% Ga ke
ve b e bareton,
i rfrest i
Feporis

va triterest g

<o kb Lo
the B soaf g seade maded
tan Uenre age, ta the peint
wiere, fhi hiee ponetrgets
wd o epesial 30 by 64
fert, to house whot v belleved 1o
fe osvie of the jargest and mwost
somplete model paitponds tn Ores
ot

seabs model gpeans bt Ghad,
| My, Bauwmiwreger pxplains

Five crgises, (model raiload
wrs eall them  ‘motive power'}
white  ther  are  pewered with
wlieitraty, are built taoan esaet
crnte of aus-fayrtl dnch in ope
fant s to all visthle working parts
and all train equisment,  {rom
tenders 1 whistles and ¢ven the
pames of the railroads, follows
the sarne exact deale,  Thin alse
extends te the rails, the ties and
the sikes.  The tew are made
tn exact repliva of those used on
the hig railroads, being made of
wood and rreonnte treated. For
thnwe  anterestod  in detailed  fige
wres, Mr o Baumberger has exti-
raated the pumber of ties used in
Wiz 19n feet of  double track,
switehee, =idings, ste, at 18 408,
The spikses number TARDE and
are  an tiny that they must be
handled with small pliers

The new building in which the
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Hinois Valley Man's Model |
* Railroad Attracting Visitors

exwhibinead i< landseape
1 PUTIEE STREII i seale

wisen 1t hupilder
Cave Jonetion of the
K oevmpette ad refinery
adedint e seelr B L3S
Tresslps, -witeh  vueds,
o gutemalic Bloek sew
and all ave heilt againd o
wistad of scenesy represenis
sothe ountaip segtions Joses
phine vednty. hers's even the
sotis! sounmtd of a tesin, complete
whiztlp antd beil, ta accom-
pany the railroad’s operation,

fa jt a kid's hobbhy?  Ne, Mr,
Raumberper says.  In the first
place it TAN run into money. He
vilpes hix hobly at the present
time At approximately $3.000.
Hiz freighy tradn alone is sald o
he worth #5300, with the enpine,
a replica of the famous Mallet
engines, valued at $285. In the
socond place, to huild the teains,
ears, o, & pretty well equipped
home workshop is hevessary and
ne wmall skill, And, st byt not
loagst, many of the fathers who
hring their children 10 Mr. Baum-
hopgorz Cave Oty park to see
the raitroad, have to he dragged
aut after a time o . . by the kids

The meode! railroad hobby iz a
fast growing one, sccording to
this enthusiast. A mapszing s
published for hobbyists hy a na-
sional association, und it ix zaid
that members in the United States
now numher wmaore than a half
miltion, Many lares cities sup.
port tscal clabs, Mr. Baumberger
il retaining his membership in
the Lot Angeles club, as well a3}
that in the national association.

v.




Colby Court
Colby Court was formerly named Hayden Court and then the Cave Junction Motor Court before it became
Colby Court.

1o 1939 Haydens sold it to the
Hamilton famby, Mr and Mrs E
F o oHamitton, Mr. and Mres. Ko C.
Hamilton, and Celeste Hamilton
In 1948 the HsmiHons sold the
camp and bought the inois Val.
tey Hometown Hardware store
frome Me and Mes, George W, Mar-
tin, and they still aperate it

The camp the Haydens started
is now operated by My and Mrs .
W. A Colhy. 1o the summer of
1958 Mr and Mrs, Haydeo came
to Cave Juncilon on 3 visil and
witile hiere Hived (n the same cabin
they bad buflt in 1826 It had

‘been moved three times and s i
.now one aof the toyrist cabdins in {
the camp. N .
L - Part of Calbe Court trimstiea abins moved U oout Coloy plans
Cave Junction history by Enid Burch, AT Cally: Court Uy ! oo Bl AROn e &

: Gft down the ughsvar last o we D nnoasetion soen to dlspose of e

Hinots Val News, August 14, 1938, p 4. ; : C _ , e
§ b after o corchaser of one of the  semu g SPUCTures -]

Hlinots Valley News, July 27, 1967

Days End Motel

This site had cabins and was located at 131 North Redwood Avenue near the intersection with Palmer Street.

Above: Two cabins and the sign for Davs End Motel can
be seen on the right near the intersection of Palmer Street
(left). Looking north on Highway 199.

Right: two cabins from the Days End Motel are in the back
of the parking lot ar 131 North Redwood Avenue.

Drews Hotel Cave Junction
This was listed as one of the sponsors of the CAVE JUNCTION BEAUTY SALON—G. Bloomingeamp, Prop.
o¥ sty ; Yieh § Oy - A1 CAMP MUIR COFFEE SHOP-- Mr. and Mrs. A, Theuetkauf, Props.
1941 Kgby Umgn Ihl:.h Schopl yeall?ool\. There SCOTT'S MARKET-. Grocerits, Meats and Feeds,
was no information given on its location other HAROLD BOWERMAN--Redwood Ranger Starion,
it was cated in the Cave Junction area. DREWS HOTEL AND CAFE---Mane Wilson, Prop.
than it was located a © COMPLIMENTS OF KUMFY CAME.

STANDARD OIL CO. OF CALIFORNIA-—H. P. Bearss.
H AND L CAFE--Mr and M-s B. L. Badden.

.

To the right is a partial list of businesses that sponsored — 1ays ¢ ABINS. CAVE CITY PARK

the 1941 Kerby Union High School yearbook. Drews CAMP U-REST. ‘ ILLINOIS VALLEY NEWS,
o is listed as s sponsors from the Cave DARGER'S SERVICE STATION. MODEL GROCERY,

Hotel is listed as one of the sponsors from the Cave GEORGE H1ICKS GARAGE--Tensio.  MARTIN'S HARDWARE.

Junction are.
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Elk Valley Recreation Camp

This is a small Forest Service campground located about a half mile south of the California border between
Highway 199 and Elk Creek on the east side of the road. It is mentioned here because it was and still is the only
Forest Service campground to be established next to Highway 199 in the Illinois Valley.
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August 1 1940 Illinois Valley Néves

Fredericks Camp
This site was located 28288 Redwood Highway about two miles south of Cave Junction and on the west side of
the road. It was later named “Town and Country Travel Park” and is now called “Mountain Man RV Park”.

Image from a Frederick's
Camyp brochure says this
stte was located two miles
south of Cave Junction.

No date given (above).

Two of the three old cabins
photographed in May, 2013
(right]
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Glidden Cabins

Glidden Cabins were located behind the Log Cabin Garage (see Log Cabin Hotel below) on the north bank of
Deer Creek and adjacent to Hogue Drive, Selma. The site was described by Kathy Wilson at the USFS office
in Cave Junction as being a row of cabins arranged in a U-shape. This would have been how it appeared in the
1970s. No other information or photos were obtained.

Grayback Camp

The original name of this camp was Sucker Creek Forest Camp and was the place where the Caves Creek Trail
began to Oregon Caves, a distance of about gix hiking miles and 2,500 feet gain in elevation. During the mid
1930s, Civilian Conservation Corps crews from Camp Oregon Caves, located about a fourth of a mile away,
modified the camp to accommodate vehicles towing travel trailers. Travel frailers became became popular in the
1930s during the Great Depression. The reason for setting up the camp for travel trailers was because the road
past this point was narrow and steep and campers could leave their trailers and drive to take cave tours. It was
renamed Grayback Campground at this time (Mark, 1991).

Grayback Campground, 1924. Oregon Caves National Montument collection

Grizzley Park

The Grizzley Park service station was listed in the Illinois Valley News, August 11, 1938 as one of several
places where local residents could drop off ballots for the Miner’s Jubilee queen contest. The only information
given about its locations “Redwood Highway”. The owner of “Ye Rustic Inn” was named Grizzell,
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Hayden Auto Camp
This was one of the first tourist
lodging businesses established
in Ilinois Valley, probably
around 1928. It was later named
Cave Junction Motor Cowrt and
then Colby Court. The cabins
were located at 406 South
Redwood Highway, the same
site currently occupied by the
Junction Inn. |

Lanrtion,
[nuy and on both sidey of (aves
P Hhghway.

The secand family Lo live in the
i Cave Junction vicinity was that of
IMr. and Mrs. H. M. Hayden, They
had homesteaded an B0 acre teacl
in 1524 a1 the hunction of Lhe Caves
Bighway and the Hollang road and
white worklag for the highway de-
poriment Hayden had helped (o
run the wrvey for the Redwnod
Highway and bresme interested ia
the possibilities tn property at ke

Sungtion of that and the Cwves
, Huthweays. ]
When Hayden found g 40 eres

tract of lend there tha wae for

seale he purchased  five arees of

that rraet situmted right st tse
casl ol Hedwood Hhgh-

He bulll a2 cabin on 1w
torfier where the Caves informa-
thom Booth s pow locsted gnd nwvs

{ed into 81 1o December of 1926,

In 1827 additional  homestpad
Jand was thrown open for coiry
with viterans belng given the first
three months for preferential (-
ing. As soon ax il was avallabie
the Haydens tiled on 40 gcree on
the west side of Redwoed High-
way just aeross fram the ftve acres
they had slready purchises

Ag the law tequired the lang to
Be utillzed ax a “?wmest%d:l apd.
& rertain smount put unddr cult-
vatfon, Havdens moved (helr cabin
arross the highway and proved un{
on the land.

The third famdly 1o move intog
the Cave Junction area were Mr |
and Mrs. Buert Walkins, - In late!
1817 they purchased langd luctod.
ing the remainder of the 40 acrei
tract after the Haydens bought the :
Hive acres #l the Junetion

tn B0 Haydeag sold iU to the
Hamiltan family, Mr and Mrs £
Fooamuilon, Mr and Mes K. C,
Haeitton, sad Celeste Hamilton,
In 1848 the Hamiltons sold the
¢arp arud bought the MHpois Val-
fey Homelown Hardware store
fram Mr and Mres, Gearge W, Mar-
tin, and they still operate 1.

The camp the Haydens started
s now operated by Mro and Mes
W A Colby. In the summer of
1968 Mr. and Mrs. Hayden came
te Cave Junction on a visit and
wiile bere lived In the same tabln
they had Bult in AG25. Tt had

‘heen moved three times and i

now ane of the iourist cabins in
uw: camp.

( ave Junction history by Enid Bureh, Ilinois Valley News, dugust 14, 1938, page 4

HAYNH:\E AUTO CAMP
Cuve Junction, Oregon
My utnl \1r« If 3. Maxden, Prog.

September 15, 1938 Iilinois Val News

H & H Motel

Theere wag a lot

Hittle

firat

¥ wark
the Vaiiey and a iot
howges at Hayd;:’" Aut o Qourt
Highway and Highway 19863 7
hounes built there.

From Owen 2009 p26

This business was located at 232 N Redwood
Highway on the west side of Highway 199
about 500 feet north of River Street. The H &
H Motel was formerly called Camp Hocquzam
and prior to that was the Red, White and

Blue Auto Camp, the first auto cowrt in Cave
Junction established by Elwood Hussy (Cave
Junction history by Enid Burch, Illinois Val News,
August 14, 1958, p 4.). Two of these cabins were

moved to the golf cowrse in 1976.

of varpooter work.

Hhy fnea it

Wnowerang when slectric
Romealasy

Wy came to
those three

fiunction of Caves
Lhosse,

Thay wery the

An aeriol
phote, probably
taken in the
19503, shows a
row of cabins
and possible
restaurant that
may have been

The H&H Motel cabins appeared to be single units vith a car shelter. These buildings were in the process of being
removed for development of this property into a small shopping mail (Western Plaza). Two of the cabins were moved to
the new Ilinois Valley Golf Course located about a haff mile to the novth. May 20, 1976, Illinois Valley News.
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Holland Hotel

The Holland Hotel was established in the early 1900. It is included here as a reference to other businesses
providing traveler accommodations prior to the auto court era when auto camping was still popular. See the

1919 news clipping under the Baldwin and Grimmett Ranches below.

"ga--.v/‘.«; N NN Ve ..n«&;
SPECIAL '
FRIED CHICKEN

July 7 1938
Hlinois

Dinner Falley News

30c¢ |
! HOLLAND HOTEL |
Tto ) und fta? :

Mis. Ethel Cigituy

s
@

Holiday Motel

This site is located at 24810 Redwood Highway and
is relatively new probably built in the 1930s. Trout
fishing ponds were behind the buildings.

Hussey Hotel

Holland
Hotel is
seen in

the lefl
background
with the
store to the
right.

This was an enterprise buiilt by Elwood Hussey, the person who built the

Red, White, and Blue cabins, the first auto court in Cave Junction. The motel
had ten rooms and burned down in 1934 by a fire that destroyed about half of

Cave Junction. A 1959 article said the mote] was located on the same lot as
Trehearne’s store. No other information was given.

In 1931 Hussey started bullding
a len-roorh hotel on the lot where
Trehcarne's store (s now locat
Because of the difficulty of Jain

private electrie ptmm for so Mg
B mnd&; und m’ﬁx
community was growing
and needed electric puwzm
many ditficulties, the Californla«
Oiregon Power Co. was persuaded
tn extend its power lnes from
Marble Mauntiain, near Witder-
vilte, gver Mooney Mt. and oo
Kerby and Cave Junctton,
Electricity reached Cave Juno-
tion in the fall of 1931 and the
community put on & huge cele-
bration in honor of the event, high-
tighted by bands playing and free
slrplane rides, Partlcipants in the
eclebration remember scejng Char-
lie Trefethen, from nesr Holland,
then 89 vears old, drive his team
near to the field where the plane
wis landing, Ue the leam 1a a tree
and procesd 1o enjoy s firgt air«
;)l.'u'u;' ‘rirle.‘ He is qu?ted as having

suld that he enjoyed I more be- |

cause a nice looking young lady
taok the elde at the same Ume,

After the hotel was compleled
husiness was very good. For a
time government workers stayed
there at the fee then allowed of
one dollar a day for room and
baard for each man,

Mrs Hussey fed them three mesls
a day for B¢ and that left 10e
per man for the use of the rooms,
The men furnished their own beds
and bedding and several men slept
_in each room. During those earfy
‘days of the depression that dollar
a day per man belped matertally
in paying ol the debits the Husseys
had incurred in bullding the hotel,

One of the polpts of interest in
the hotel lobby was twists of to-
baccy which had been raised by
Grandfather Sherier, father of
f,uthg Sherfer of the Iitinots Val-
ey Cleaners. 3Many people hel
e? themselvey to this wx‘ceo dl‘:
|p ay‘

The clippings above and to the vight come from an article about the history of Cave
Junction by Enid Burch, Hlinois Valley News, August 14, 1958, page 4.
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ance of & awh Woem |

pight June 5, 1034
in the form of » d
that burned &
ings on the wesi
way 10 the bloek
venitly been tom
Giarttng with we i
fect apart off
addition o lbe d
the flamag
Caltman - dised
gave the slarg ¥
Larely had time o &
mshling  in Lhelr -
When the Husseys were
1 their hotel Mrs. Husiy
agely friedt 10 telophos 4
{rasr for ad
f e telephore {06
the ondx one e Caves (g
thoyph <he rang cotting
tha fire {orced her from B
g she was unable (o g of
fojores with Kerhy to oo
extt The constanily
!,».;..mu awakened other
[ atomg the Yine outsidd
however, and atiracied
the Hames o foree of §
150 fire-fighlers wiy S48
with their meager sl
Same things were wyed i
Schumacher and
anid 1t was about a8
those bhuildings were i
trre the hotel tbuilt of
ant redweooed:  caughl
prvervihing burned to e g
The day following the B
$30 000 figure for U loey
hy the victims as ihey St i
plans far tebuiiding.
Huscey figured his fow o
tor the totel bullding s
{ had no insurancs, Martis g
$3.500 1n hardware dok W
] insurance Schumacher Mb
{nsurance and saved 3 ¢

e




Jay’s Cabins

This was listed as one of the sponsors of the 1941 Kerby Union High School yearbook. There was no
information given on its location other than it was located in the Cave Junction area. See copy of list under
“Drews Hotel”.

Johnson’s Camp

Johnson’s Camp was mentioned i a 1940 article about anto camps in Hlinois Valley (see Appendix A). The
list indicated it was located in Kerby. One of the local residents recalled there was an auto court and restaurant
across the street from Kerby Union High School but couldn’t remember the name. This site is located at 24304
Redwood Hwy. Another possibility is the current site of High Pines Campground at 24542 Redwood Highway.

Kellar Motel ‘
Kellars Motel was mentioned in the 1949 Miners Jubilee souvenir pamphlet. The ad said “Kellar Apt. Motel”
with “furnished apartiments” and was located on Caves Highway. No other information was given.

KuvmfyKapp -

This 1s located at 27892 Redwood Highway about a mile KUMFY KAS&IP ?{IbiI‘NG ROOM
‘south of Cave Junction. In later years it was renamed as Forest *\1(5; ; :g‘!ﬂmrci‘iuﬁ‘, ;;:‘Sg:“
Lodge. A tourist attraction called Woodland Deer Park was S

across the street (Illinois Valley News, January 8, 1976). The . KUMFY KAMP "
- Jain Our Campfire

restaurant later became a gem shop, which is now closed. The Mr. and Mrz. W. Huber  Cave Junction
restaurant and most of the cabins are still standing in 2013. T '

Sepremnber 13, 1938 Ilinois Valley News

e ; ’)g ¥ 3

Looking north from the south entrance. March 2013.
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Lind Roadhouse

The original roadhouse is gone but cabins can be seen about 300 feet from the Highway. The site is located
about a 100 feet before Highway 46 mile marker eleven. They started operations in 1922 the same year
Highway 46 was constructed. The cement foundation of the building can be found. Two large redwood trees
cwrrently grow between the road and foundation near the driveway to the cabins. The building was formerly the
Grimmett residence at the Grimmett Ranch (personal communication, Dennis Strayer, Kerbyville Museum).

Lind Roadhouse photographed from the shoulder of Higinvay 46 looking southeast. Date of the photo uncertain. Orvegon
Caves National Momiment collection.

Lind Roadhouse cabins, June 2013
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The Log Cabin Hotel is located on Hogue Drive, a segment {.0 ¥ L‘ a b; n H ote 3

of old Redwood Highway, and is adjacent to the bridge over ' ’

Deer Creek, one of the few original 1922 bridges remaining Now Serviung

on the Highway 199 corridor. The date that this hote] was Chicken and Steak Dianers
established is uncertain but it was mentioned as being m e MeUarthy
operation in the mid 1920s when the Elwood Hussey was Selma, Oregon
operating his cabins in the new town of Cave Junction (Cave — -

Junction history by Enid Burch, Iilinois Valley News, August 14, May 12 1938 lHlinois Vulley News

1958, page 4).

Looking south on Hogue Drive with the Log Ce
right is the original Log Cabin Hotel.

H
OGUE O/?/ i/E

Log Cabin Garage

Looking south with a closer view of the Log Cabin Garage. Gliddens Cabins (another auto court) would have been to the

left.
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LLone Mountain Valley Resort

The original name of this site was Ramnbow Gardens and

was first mentioned in a 1938 news article (see right).
The article said there was 160 acres of land but no detail
were given about the location other than it was a mile
and a half from O’Brien on the old stage road (I.one
Mountain Road).

An attempt was made to identify the location of the

160 acre facility using Metsker Map. Unfortunately
these jump from 1932 to 1955. In the 1955 copy below,
Schneider’s name shows up on three properties and
Gladys King shows up on two (includes the small parcel
labeled with the number 16). All are inside of Section
26. In the lower left corner of section 26, Schnider owns
property on both sides of the road but it is difficult to

S

determine if the property extends along the west bank of

the river to the Latina property.

One local resident thought that Gladys King may have
been related to the owners of the White King Soap
Company, a brand popular in the L.os Angeles area.

Gladys M. King, or Paul R, Snyder, Co-Managers.

P. ©O. QO'Brien, Josephine County, QOregon,

The resort’s brochure spells the owners name as Siydey, which

is different from the spelling in the 1938 article, which in
i is different from spelling on the 1955 Metsker Maps. If is
uncertain which of these is the correct spelling.

Rainbow
Cardens
Being Built

Fow people of the walley ren
lize what is being done on the old
Rickert canch, sbout & wile and »
hott from Q'Brien on the old singe
romd. A vislt will surprise the
¢itteuns,

Poul R. Schnider wed Mrs,
Gledys M. King, have under con-
stravtion one of the moat sttrae-
tive places in the valley, They
have given the name of “Rainbow
Gardens” te the place, becsuse|’
they will specinlizve in raabow |’
trout, vither for fishing or com.}
moreial purposes, oa they willl
huteh  hundreds of thoumsnd of
raiabew trout whon the gardens
are complstely fininhed snd rewdy
tor sperating.

The owaers have » state fishing
hatehery livenne mid bave severali
fiurge halching tonks onder con-
struetion as well ax a larye inke
(whire fish will be stored  Thel
reppch connikts of 169 peres and
every bit of it will be utilized
whyn the gardens nre completely
finished,

Starung with the tumaR ses.
son, Mrs, King said, they wonld
andy have s few cobinx rendy, but
cotssirgetma will by kept up when
poaalle,  and  when  completed,
sy medetn calins will be svuil-
abite foi there whe desite to pot
awny for a fow duys or weeks v

ateay, afyd Hw; wilf b @hle Yo

- —

et - an

veenn s v g [,
{mﬂ ey h\’wlmmulnmmu they de
Jre wt the new gardens, o smsh
eabirn to boe an aml mesls in u
fine  dieabg oot st ke veiin
buildyig,  or u completely fur.

eveeything thiat goes with it,

The fish  hatchery will sisnl
uest (ol and six nnd cight ineh
trout will be available for the
trade  The owners expeet to Tur
aivh Lox Angolens with all the troat
thuy cat uwe when the hatehery is
functivting tr capucity.

Twe wells have been dridled
ttat will furmch ull the water
manlind far  every  purpoxe, one
with Sttt gmllons and one with

will «apply the carip and hatchery
with ull the fresh spring weatler
nroded, even if the siceams do got
fow

‘The vuneh ia {deally situated on
the banks nf the west fork of the
Litinois rviver ond they also have

Rendy ereek thut they will use to
HI the lnke when it i veady for
water, Lhe Jake having deen sl-
ready teatosd o Titled,

The proprietors fiwve had 22

. men working et different times on

the ronch snd conds and treils wre

fars have sircady boen expended
on the improvements,

Gordens® will st wy & dude roneh
sml fish hatehery second 16 none
oy the Paelfie const, and will be

Inrge amd Uiinois Valloy iIn pas
ticular,

ek e iwaremrntobetcone theo da - PR R —

December 15, 1938 Hlinois Valley News
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Lone Mountain Road eniers Section 26 at Nentie Way and exits where the pavement ends. Metsker Maps, 1955
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Lone Mountain Valley Resort continued

The information and pictures below come from a Lone Mountain Valley Resort brochure. No date but the
mention of plans to install a fish hatchery align with what was said in the 1938 article (preceding page).

Cottages Waoter Attrections

You lovers of the great outdoors cen find a real home in the Within an area of five miles there are four trout streams, and at
pines, surrounded by mountsins. Ard, by home, we mean a the Resaf% we }aa.ve three small private lakes. Besides f%esel we
REAL home with all the privecy you with, No neighbers. An are starting o private trout hatchery in the near future, end we

hope to be able to guarantee our guests a trout dinner {you

all-electric home, with afl the conveniences of a city apartment, catch ‘em). Munting in season,

Each home has its own setting, Mere you can live with nature
and still be comfortable.

< Ay . ) ¥
This appears to be the Gladys King residence located at
1720 Lone Mountain Rood. The siding on this building was
the sante as what is seen on the Camp Muir buildings.

The cabins may heve had
shingle siding as is seen at the
Nelson residence, located at
1713 Lone Mountain Road. All
of the cabins had five places
with ¢ mortared viver cobble
mantle and focing (personal
communication, Barbara
Nelson). Ivy vines cover the
brick chimney i this imoge.

Soddle Horses

For rent by the hour ot dey. Plenty of wide trails on the Resort
grounds, also riding ring {race track}. Pack trips info the moun-
tains ar to points of inferest, or riding lessons, can be atranged.
For those who wish o bring their own saddle horses, there is 2
stable on the premises where they cen be boarded if given ad-
vasce notice,

The location of the equesivian riding areq was
immediately east of 1713 Lone Mowntain Rood (personal
communication, Barbara Nelson).

Lone Mountain Valley Resort

‘ O'BRIEN, OREGON

3 INDIVIDUAL CARBINS
SARY 1 RESERVATION ONLY 7
SMVACATION SPORTS s

o

PR ? oy
W s w oW i D,

i ’ g i N — M e

The recreational opportunities at Lone Mountain Valley Resort ave illustrated in this dravwing on the resort’s broclure.
The cabin seen above the person waving is likely the same as the one located at 1713 Lone Mountain Road. The porch of
this cabin faces a narrow arm of a lake with the main lake off to the left. The same lavout was described by the current
owner. The lake is no longer present but the basin where it ised to be is cleavly visible below the porch of the residence.
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Maple Court

This was mentioned in a 1940 article about auto courts in Ilinois Valley (see Appendix A) and provided very
little information other than the location was in Kerby and the owner was George Horn. A local resident thought
that this may have been located at the site of the old Pioneer Hotel, which is now on the grounds of “It’s a Bw1”
furniture studio at 24025 Redwood Hwy. There were several maple trees planted around the building in the

late 1800s by the daughter of the hotel owner. The grove 1s still present. Another resident recalled a court with
cabins was located on the south side of Finch Road about 200 feet from the intersection with Highway 199. He
said many of the workers from the Cabax Lumber Mill lived there.

Madrone Motel

The Madrone Motel is located at the intersection of Highway 199 and Waldo Road. It is currently used as
apartments for local residents. No information could be found on when it was constructed.

O’Brien Auto Court

This was called the O’Brien Auto Camp in a 1938 article on auto camps and then called the O’Brien Auto Court
in a 1940 article (both in Appendix A). According to a 1938 ad in the May 12 edition, the site had cabins and
was managed or owned by CE Lawson.

Orange & Black Camp
The Orange & Black Auto Camp was
located north of River Street on the

In 1928 the Husseys sold the 20| Improvements at
acre 1ot from their 100 to Loule Orange and Black

. . Bldache. Two acre« north of the e e

3 7 C s S
cast side of Highway 199 between present Todelope Cafe were sold Me, and Mrs. Wm, Wasmond of
249 N Redwood Hwy and 223 N to Clyde Johuson, a welder, and he

it o home thers  Later he sold | the Urange and Hisek avto camyp

Redwood H’Wy, It later became this location and 1t was dcve!owd aree eriehrating the  ganiversury

known as “The Pines Motel”, Jinto a tourist court and called tt‘l;; of then fivat your i business i
P iChrange and Black” 1t fa st Cave Junetms 1 oy iy

. o ! % . vy umpeg vty theds

Anad for sponsors of the 1946 * ;?";’&antion and is now called "THe | 0000 htening it up with
Kerby Union High School yearbook ' pint. The cabine are finished in
indicated that they sold Union 76 The Orange & Black tourist courf was the atderiod o bhe rustic msniee

Histex are snch, surroundings snd

i ; renamed “The Pines’'. Cave Junction
oil products and may have had a gas weconmotations s pleasunt thot

station at the camp. liistory by Enid Burch, lllinois Valley s sty with thew mow plessrn,
News, August 14, 1958, page 4. Anyone wishing o see the cxop

ansd get nrgumintesd with tivse

!wnph' #ie t'ﬂiiliii“} ivited ta o

ay. The Wusmonds came to the

:.lunc(um, Mk&)‘ el of dast year

May 12 1938, I'N
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Pine Cone Inn

This was listed in a 1940 Ilinois Valley News article abouf auto courts (see appendix) and may be the same as
Trails End Motel, located two and a half miles south of Cave Junction, possibly 336 Burch Drive. There are
cinder block pedestals to provide water for RV camp sites in an open field about 200 feet north of this address
and on the same side of the road.

Pony Ranch

A two story hotel was constructed at the intersection of Gold Canyon Road and Highway 199, about four miles
north of Kerby. The hotel was in the open area next to Highway 199 immediately south of Gold Canyon Road.
The structure was constructed n 1940 but burned to the ground two years later in May 1942, Cabins were also

constructed and were rented to motorists after the motel was gone.

H

Red, White, and Blue Auto Camp

This business was located at 232 N Redwood Highway on the west side of Highway 199 about 500 feet north
of River Street. The H & H Motel was formerly called Camp Hoquiam and prior to that was the Red, White and
Blue Auto Camp, the first aute court in Cave Junction established by Elwood Hussy (Cave Junction history by
Enid Burch, Illinois Val News, dugust 14, 1958, p 4.).

After cheeking the locativn of
“the land and finding thal the new
ihighwoy ran ctoit through i he
Carranged to bwuy it paging 830 ae
a down payment.

While 8Mr Husses was putting up
the fird eabin so his family wogld
thave a plaee to live, getting o well
Pdug and Laking care of their thrpe.
Lvear-ald son, hiz wife worked at
P ULindhoim”  about  seven  riles
i{mm the Cregon Caves, helping
'Mm. Lind get ready for the ap
lp-n:mr:hiug Lourist season.

i That summer Elwoed bulll twe
fcabms and @ filling station where

Rockydale Court

The name and loeation of this court was
identified by LaVina Fontesca who said her
grandparents, Buck and Sunny Smith, used
to own and operate it. It is located at mile
marker 31 and south of the Fire Mountam
Gems building (formerly Gibbons Market).
LaVina recalled cabins being at the site.

)
l

the “H & H Motel” is now locst-|
ed snd called the station the ‘Hed, |
He opened it for

White and Blue™
business on  July 3. 1928 The
Enion Qi Company {n Grants Pass
foaned him 2 Wayne pump and 2
200 gallos tank and brought out
gas onece a week  With ne elee-
tricity in the area the pump was
hand operated and pumped up one
gullag gt 8 Ume.

fussey recalls that one of bis
customers was Jack Dempsey who
came over Oregon Mountaln  in
1927 driving a Rolls-Royee. He

savs they laughed at him when he

| hae to pump up Bwenty gatlons, ane

af a time to replace the amount
Dempsev bod geed in making the
fifty-four mile trip {rom Crescent
City. This same pump is still in
uge st the "H & B Motel”

This locaiion, on the wosl side
of the highway and at the extreme
northern end of the Cave Junction
community, was not enly the first
in the viginity to be peeupied but
the “Red. White & Blue” Camp,
with #tg . two tourist cabing was
sald to be the tirst “Motel” In Jos-
ephine county.

Pony Rench cabins with
CGold Canyvon Road

seen in the lower left
Joreground and a little of
Highnway 199 seen next
fo the middle left margin.
Kerbyville Museum
Collection. No date.

Cave Junotion
higtorv by Enid
Bureh, lilinois
Falley News, dug
14, 1938, p 4.

At that time, they ran the bus out to raght there by CGibbons'

mar ey

Hltineis Valle

{Gem Shop now:,
they turned around.

Rockydale Court was mentioned in Marcheta Owens 2009 book of
: Recollections (p82).

Rockvdale Court site with a portion of the old Fire Mountain Gems

business seen on the left. Maveh 2013
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Selma Auto Court
This was mentioned in a 1940 article on auto courts in Ilinois Valley (see Appendix A). No information about
its location was given, A possibility might be some old buildings near the north intersection of Hogue Drive and
Highway 199. One of the buildings is used as a veterinarian office.

Sherman Camp

This was mentioned in a 1940 article on auto courts in linois Valley (see Appendix A). No other information
was given other than it was in Cave Junction.

Siskiyou Camp
Siskiyou Camp is located in California about a half mile north of the Oregon border and on the east side of the
road across the street from the agricultural inspection station.

s e 1! Diane Hawks book

s “Touring the Redwood
¥ 1 *
HONOLULL Highway” has additional

JIM'S | SiSkiyou Mountain cmp ads for this eamp to

[RETR——"

ok
S} i
§ Whrie ”‘:@X:? Fami j include one that mentions
! o oy MODERN CABINS CABING FROM the ovener name as
I N e SN & o . $1.00 ue WEF Hayter (Hunboldt
. ; Ueont Fishimgg — Hunting Times, Sept 14 1933)
. : and another from a
‘rmngﬁ::drm&?:;u.\u .‘ COVFEE SHOP IN CONNECTION Rechvood Association ad
: BBt Guood Home Cooking at Uity Prices in the 19405 mentioning
Full Course Turkey Dinner - ‘ a campground next to
and Trimmnis ° a smalfl lake and “no

NEXT SUNDAY
" TR TROUT and FRIED CHICKEN Our Specialty

Dby Ve Hedwouwd ”“ah"&a) at thae
sakiyey Ve

mosquitos”.

: e +

Mav 12, 1938 IVN May 9, 1940 Lllinois Valley News

This camp was located near a
popular dance hall called the
State Line Rendezvous (formerly
Joviand). The reason for its
popularity may have been due to
lens that prohibited drinking in
Oregon on certain days buf were

~ allowed in California. Photo taken
in 1932 (Hawk, 2006 -130)
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The Pines Motel
This Pines Motel was originally called the Orange and Black Auto Court and was constructed around 1928.

It was located next to and immediately north of the Todelope Cafe at the north edge of Cave Junction. A local
resident, Pat Hammer, confirmed the motel was located between 249 N Redwood Hwy and 223 N Redwood
Hwy and the owners name was Clarke. An article printed in 1959 said a 14x24 foot cabin at The Pines Motel
was being used by the local Cub Scouts as a club house (April 30, 1959, Illnoss Valley News)

In 1928 the Husseye sold the 20
acre ot from their 100 1o Loule

Bidache, Two acres north of the Righit: an are of four
present Todelope Cate were sold cabins can be seen
;& :ixiy;i; ggﬁnign&‘a w&ﬁﬁ:. ??:ti;;:; i in the aerial photo
this loc :ﬂianﬂ 31".# :*; it was aﬁ, t‘i oped probuably taken in the
into u tourlst court and called the 1930s. These may be
YOhakge apd Blaeck” !t‘ is vg:s:!:iﬂ the same cabins as
;i‘; t&;ﬁg:?:mimr and is now called “The seen to the left,

Cave Junction history by Enid Burch,
Illinois Val News, August 14, 1958, p 4.

Town and Country Motel

This site was formerly named Frederick’s Camp and is currently named Mountain Man RV Park, located at
28288 Redwood Highway on the west side of the road about 500 feet past mile marker 31. (see Frederick Camp
for photos).

Trails End Motel
T and ane-hs

The site is 21.1e1ltmned, na pamphlet glfl,mecl in the 1960s on Redwood
(see Appendix A) and gives the location as two and a half B Units, 4 singles and 1 double.

. .‘E ) ﬂ f . J _Yt/ e bi R %3( B . h D . I Lindy with kichen,
miles south of cave Junction, possibly 336 Burch Drive. Meals sorved in coffes shop on premises.
This may be the same site as the Pine Cone Inn.

s

¢ mibles south of Cave Junction,

The pamphler mentions five cabins and a coffee shop
on the premises.

gy ». . .

I'win Pines

This is a currently active business located at mile marker 41 about 8/10 of a mile south of the California border.
It was advertised as having an attractive zoo.

Looking south with the old twin pine sign visible in front of the restaurant (curvently closed). Mile marker 41 can be seen
by the roadside in the lower center of the picture.
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Twin Pines continued

R

"(

Looking northwith three Tivin Pine cabins on the left.

Wagon Wheel Lodge The

This site was mentioned as a sponsor of the 1948 Kerby Union \ N 7 W
High School yearbook. No information was given on its location agon heﬁl
other than it was in the vicinity of Selma. L Od g e

SELMA, ORE,

Kerby High School yearbook, 1948

Waldo Camp

One individual remembered this site to be located on both sides of . i
Highway 199 south of the Lone Mountain Road intersection and WALDO AUTO CAMP
near the bridge over the West Fork of the Illinois River. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Balzke

A 1940 list of auto courts in Ilinois Valley (see Appendix e ' T
A) called this the Waldo Motel and Cafe. A 1938 article (see A small ad in the paper shows Waldo Auto Camp
Appendix A) said they had a replica of the San Francisco Bridge " operating in 1937. December 23 1937 IVN
and indicated there was a Texaco gas station.

Wish-U-Well Motel

The first mention of this site is an advertisement in a WiSh.-U..well MOlel

program pamphlet for the 1949 Miners Jubilee. Mary

Orton recalled there was a row of apartments along the ;
fence line adjacent to the road department with a small MODERN MOTEL
wash room aftached in an “L.” fashion at the end of the JACK and OPAL SPITZ

building. A wishing well was to the right of the enfrance
with the owners residence behind.

On Caves Highway
Miners Jubilee Souvenir Pamphlet 1949
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Woodland Echoes Motor Lodge

The motel is currently called “Country Hills” and is located at Highway 46 mile marker eight. It is uncertain
when this site was established but is mentioned in a pamphlet (circa 1960 - see Appendix A). A noteworthy
effort was made in the late 1980s to establish an elaborate historical theme park covering three acres. Actors
performed shoot outs and a gift store sold products to visitors. Visifors entered the park through the store. The
different sections of the park are described in an IVN article published March 29, 1990 (see next page).

90 Tllinois Valley News

OLD WEST ACTION -~ Authentlc-looking shoot-outs were staged at the new Woodiand Echoes Theme Park up Caves
Highway by the Caves City Outlaws during the grand opening during Memorial Day weekend, A ribbon-cutting was
conducted by CJ Mayor Homar Yeckley, Josephine County Commissioner Rebecca Brown, and Leonard Frick of the
litinols Valiey Chamber of Commerce. (Related photos appear on pages 3 and 12).

 The theme park had 60 custom carved statues
that were posed in different parts of the
Jacility. Some can still be seen around the
motel grounds (lefi). The motel as it appears
inJune 2013 (above).




Woodland Fchoes continued

March 29 1990 Tllinois Valley News

Woodland Echoes planning
large, historical theme park

Situated on a 3-acre portion of Ltheir
Woodland Echocs property, approxi-
mately 7 milcs up Caves Highway, the
Dewey and Noretta McDonald family is
creating a theme park highlighting cight
historical eras.

Approximately 60 wood statues
have becn or will be fashioned by chain-
saw sculptor Don Culp of Nevada City,
Calif., recognized as onc of the best in
his ficld. His work for the McDonalds
consists of Indians, pioneers, miners,
astronauts, trappers, cowboys, various
birds and animals, and other depictions.

The McDonalds hope to have the

park rcady by Mcmorial Day. In con-

junction with the grand opening of the
site, they 're planning a show of vintage
automobiles. Besides the cight, individ-
ual arcas that comprise the park, an
overall feature is a mural, with appropri-
ate illustrations, on the inside of the
fence surrounding the park. Butch
Hilsabeck of Cave Junction is the artist.
“We've been planning this for a
while,” said McDonald, *as an addition
to our restaurant, motel, and camp-
ground; plus we feel it will be a good
tourist attraction for the valley,”
Visitors will cnter the park through
a gilt shop, the only spot where items

will be for sale, The most ambitious
aspect of the project is the Old West
town, actually the sixth of the eight eras
to be featured. The town, complete with
wooden sidewalks, will include a livery
stable and blacksmith shop, Wells Fargo
office, jail, barber shop, undertaker,
general store, church, post office, sa-
loon, and a Boot Hill, Each of the build-
ings and rooms will be outfitted and
furnished authentically.

Each section of the park will in-
clude appropriate, carved figures. Other
highhights of the park, in order:

«An authentic Indian village, in-
cluding real tepees.

« A fur trapping outpost with a cabin
and a live stream.

«The Gold Rush Era, with panners,
sluice box users, and some prospectors
making sicw.

« A covered-wagon train, circled for
thc evening.

« Anold-time sawmill, highlighting
the beginning of the imber industry.

*The Old West town,

«A “fake mall” offering a wide
variety of window shopping.

«The Space Age, featuring three
astronauts and a replica of the Apollo
capsule, (Photos on Page 3.)
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Ye Rustic Inn

5 - - -

There is only one cabin of the original auto court % . H |
located at 28057 Redwood Highway. The cirenlar !&: :‘mik ;{:;F l§ ;gf‘iﬁm i
drive suggests there were others. The postcard Cave Junction, Oregon |
photo below shows two but others may have been

developed after that time. September 15, 1938 Hlinois Valley News

Ye Rustic Inn

MODERN LOG CABINS and DINING ROOM

Seathern Fried Chicken Dinners and Steaks
.

11, Miles from Cave Junction Registration Bureaa

®
MR, AND MRS, L. H. GRIZZELL

One of the Ye Rustic Inn cabins, March 2013 May 9, 1840 Hlinois Valley News

Posteard shows Ye Rustic cabins. No date.
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Ye Rustic Inn continued
These log cabins are located at 28049 Redwood Highway immediately north of Ye Rustic Inn but it is uncertain
if they are part of the same enterprise and no information was found to indicate when they were built. A local
resident, Delbert Kauffinan, said these used to be called “Clarence’s Rustic Cabins”.
; R e "

5 '}« . L ) P ’ ¢ Beal

4 »

4 e i AT SEBEN ATELN 7 LS o
This is the largest of three log cabins on the property, All three are rented as r

-

1 centent figurines alod

k3 L

1g the porch foundation.

e

fon.

and have custom cement figurines along the povch foundat

“ & A ‘ ; : i . o
The second and thivd cabins both look like this
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Ye Rustic Inn continued

St Ve G R e

This photo was taken from the edge of Highway 199 and shows the proximity of these two buildings to the voad. This miy
have been office buildings or a coffee shop.

Yew Wood Park

Tow Wood Park was adverticsed i the 3 Tihdg parts, piiotsd by UL Hobart

\\L o %OOL E dlk \f\&g &d‘/u il‘ﬁd m lk{/. YEWWOGD PARK represeniing the Granta Pase Uam

1949 program guide for the annual Miners for mrereial (sl lelt 1h two autemobiles
Jubilee (p24), held in Cave Junction on T D R T hICREN sl after toon  tadey fer  Camy
Labor Day weekend. It said the location Home Mads Fies Fheee Creeds, the vamp catabliahe
D Cy o . 4 T Cavas Hi-way at Lintle Grayback B the Caves Cstsfo company  fust
was at Little Grayback Creek Bridge Bridge abiove Holland, on Sucker ereek and

SMITTIE snd DOROTHY

about 10 miles from the intersection with will make a prelimtsary lnrestigy |

Highway 199. The likely location is the Miners Jubilee program guide. 1949 tion of the country there 1t fs now |
41 i’ T v N' T " . ; - considered probable  that  Knowles
buﬂd%ng, at 993{3 Caves Highway on the south side of the road before will make the start ua his frip jato ;
crossing the bridge. the wiide olther from that camp or,
: : . . R from 1he caves themselves, sad that
Historical note: This may have also been the location of “Three Creeks be will aperste {n the wildoroess to

Camp” established by an Oregon Caves enterprise 1n the early 1900s as a  the west and the south, crossing the |
oy webos : - . e £ 4’v1\‘ 3 ~E, e vy PR SO SRR SO - . A . X
starting point for the Caves Creek llaﬂ to the Caves. A map of Josephine Cemp Three Creeks is mentioned in

. . ; : . , OMN @ e vy : ; . ) -
County published in the Oregon Almanac (19207) shows the road ending  , 1914 grricle about Joe Knowles,

in this vicinity. The Three Creeks Camp was mentioned in 1914 articles the Nature Man. July 14, 1914,
about the Siskivou Nature Man. Medford Tribune, Oregon.

Yorks Motel

Yorks Motel was formerly Camp-
U-Rest and later O’Harra’s.

1t was originally established
around 1927 and is one of the

first lodging businesses in Cave i
Junetion. See the description '
under those headings for the
location of thus site.

A posteard shoves a sign for York's

Mbtel on a Chevrorn gas station near
the right side of the image. No dute.
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MISCELLANEOUS
The following are sowme sites worth mentioning.

Baldwin and Grimmett Ranches

An article titled “Directions fo Oregon Caves” was
printed in the Sunday Oregonian on August 19, 1919,
about three years before the Oregon Caves Highway
was completed in 1922, The road you followed went to
the town of Holland before continuing up Sucker Creek
to where the Caves Creek Trail began to Oregon Caves.
The closest lodging would have been the Holand Hotel
but there was also an opportunity fo stay at the Baldwin
or Grimmett Ranches where horses could be rented to
ride up the steep trail to Oregon Caves.

The Baldwin Ranch was located on Highway 46 at
about mile 9.5 and the Grimmett Ranch at mile 11 (see

Vie Helland the road  ceoentinues
ahout geven miles above Holland posts
eifica to Grimmett's ranch antd ¢an poe-
#lbly bLe traveled a mile furthoer., From
the end of the ruad 1t fw elx miles by
trafl ta the cavew, There are no stages
fogularly running o either Hollangd of
Oreinunett s, oo camp sitemn aeo sit.
uated on SuoRer ereoek bBoth nbave and
oejow  Grimmetts Acvnmmodntivna
for amali partios may possibly he had
at the Baldwin or Grirmett ranceties
Arrangoements should bLa made 6 osd-
vanca by telephons throukh Holland
It I8 possible t(hat saddle and “pack
horses may also be oblairnad from BT
Baldwin or 8 L. Grimmoett.

Theen are po accommodationa at the
cnven For afther menls or tndpings.

The forest sorviecs guide makes one
repwiar trip through the caves eaci
By, sturting at 1§ M. Spectal tripin
may sometinnes be srranged for with.
st coast athir than telephondng 1 W
Howley, the guide, through Hoeliand, 9

Lind Roadhouse for a photo of the old ranch house). ndvanea,

Directions to Oregon Caves
August 19, 1919 Sunday Oregonian
Montgomery Ranch
This was mentioned in a 1960 brochure about Illinois Valley (see Appendix A) and said it was located about
two and a half miles north of Kerby. This is the approximate location of the “Kerby Ghost Town™ a tourist
attraction situated on the west side of the road at 22300 Redwood Highway about half way between Reeves
Creek Bridge and Eight Dollar Mountain Road.

Unidentiled park - Caves Highway

This camp 1s located at 6540 Caves Highway (Caves Highway) on the north side of the road between the bridge
over Bear Creek and Bear Creek Road. The camping area can be seen by turning on Bear Creek Road and
looking on the left as you drive, There were some picnic tables visible and traces of narrow roads visible when
visited in June, 2013,

Unidentiled park - Burch Road

To find this site, you need to drive about two and a half miles south of Cave Junction and park near the south
end of Burch Road where a segment of the old Redwood Highway parallels Highway 199. Follow this segment
of old highway to where the original West Fork Bridge used to cross the river about a hundred feet down river
from the current bridge. Look on the right side of the road for an apron of pavement on the shoulder that tilts
down like 1t might have been an entrance to a driveway. This is unusually wide for a driveway as if it was
intended for two vehicles to be able to pass one another. This suggests an access point into a business and the
flat area next to the river would have been an attractive camping site. No traces of camping accommodations
could be found.

Possible auto court

A single building on the east side of Highway 199 at
mile marker 30 has the appearance of an auto court
cabin. Circular planters made of concrete appear to
be spaced as if part of a larger facility. The address of
the property is 27519 Redwood Highway.
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Appendix A

The articles in Apendix A are included here because of their iniportance in helping defermine the names and
relative location of awto courts in Illinois Valley. Both were writteu prior to World War Two when the auto
court fad was still going strong and list auto courts sequentially as you would pass them if you started at the
California border and drove north. Honolulu Jim’s at Siskiyou Camp was located in California as was the State

Line Rendezous {(formerly called Joyland), a dance hall.

T dergoing »

*

May 12 1938 Illinois Valley News
Improvements Made

During the Past Year

Ktartiog et the Nokiyou Camp,
Honoluly Jim  and  Mrs “Jow”
gove the feant of the Siskiyou Cof
fee ashap s new  coat  of  paint,
planted fawers and made » very
atiraclive place

At the Quuraniine Ntatisn the
boys have  wnved inlo their new
hadding  where
Bowmd cars tuhe place This ena.
Blew them lo keop out of the ramn
and snoew dutnge bad weathes

Faodatn Cue b ot The Neste [ RTINS
ayrielp g v aa thae ey
ditehen, thite the
BN 'hul'l
Mr. and M Case Wymore of
the Shons-Waunes camp  at Kk
creek have built ssveral new cemb.
s wnd will soon hold s gesnd
opening.
The Walde auto camp a1 Q' Brien
ix putling af a new coal of paiat,

Etinr W alag

£ASAEEEY, it b

wlee the Texaco Nesvicw station
They have a rephica of the San
Franciseo bridge across the fnae
rows,

The {FBrivn Ao vamp is une
spring cleanup, hoth
cabins gand grounmis,

A e service alation and sbwoe

at “Hen Actes’ near Rough  and

P Heasty crtevk

{3 and Mes Willrerme A Hrown,
Badt the Chapsed at the Willsdoras
and are building a playground for
reatdents of the valley,

George M. Frederick buill twe
fog cebins and double gurage
Ye Rustic Inn improving
sninrging the camp.

and

front for the service station

The Kumfy Kamp added » new
and
the

sporting electricity  thruoul

CRwminds, o new peon sigh has been

instulled.

Kumfy Kamp dismg roosrm ope
porite one of the cuziest slong the
Redwood huchway

Along Redwood Hichway |

: sive
Iatore wHH under construction,

cheoking  south |

cevedited with building

Camp  Muir, modedn cubing
built of knotty pine, will open
their dining recem this week engd,

Cave City park at the bridge
on the Hhinmods river making esten-
improvements, including a
Redwood Ranger station  with
new parags and atahie

Ugve Junction Camp  retovet.
tng theyr cabania atet painting the
stiled v

Dsve Renfro with & cxbinet shop
and severs! pew bungslows nest
the sewmill on Caves highway.

M and Mes Paul Newlnnds are
twa new
Baraees
Art
denre
Cave Uy Coffee Shop  moved
to the Richfield statson which they
g cuarmted,

Hinuis Valley Motor Co, garage
received o fresh cont of paint,
dack Hout at Camp  Hoguism
spruced up the place with a fencee
slonyg the highwey and oew souf
the cabin where Tire had
contly dote wime darmage.
The Orange  ami  Black
camsp repaanting  and  repovating
cabitee and gronmis

fhrewe improving his resh

L33 E] ik

E 38 2 I

Kerby high sebuel  barelscaped
the grounds anid eledted traek foar
athletic sporta,
HoOoM Wilson
IITIYITNNE B \EYS PO
daroes Pelly’s new home
wided addition to residence
Bert Badden.
fivorge Mpach a new tealidence
ke hie fire wlf last year,
The Log Cabin butst st Selma
“apiv and span’ und dining reom
yo-upened,
Tuken ax a whals the eitizens of
the Hineis YVelley have heptl pace

firashed hin new

wnd
of

-

with the et of the eountry in
| progressing m apile of the Reews.
wiaany "
| S
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Appendix A continued

May 9 1940 Illinois Valley News

Valley Has Many Attractive
Tourist Camps ‘and Parks

No seclton of the state is better
cquippeid to take eare of tyurists than
the Hlinois Valley., While cur camps
are ot so pretentioos as Tar an Buihl.
s go, they are all comfortable anil
mrost of them are upto.date with
hout, hot and cold water, wnd bt h
or shower,

Capacity vavies with the individund
eamp while Price FRAZER A FORSON-
sty and m eompetitive with «mlay
service in larger centers,

The tourist planning u stop oo the
arra will find  operators of valley
tonrwt camps of courteaus demento
and highly solicitous of s comfinrt
People heve practise true  wesler
hospitulity amd will do their utmost
to mnke visitors feel nt home.

Al ecnmp owners are well versed
in attructions of the aven sl will
readily give infurmation upon inguiry
concerning the vaeation parudise thut
Hes in the Siskiyous,

Camps to be found nlong the high-
way after vrossing the Cnlifornis e
an the Redwoods Highway are in or-
der of their lueation, as follows:

Riskivou Mountain Camp and Cafe,
Forrest T. Dunham, camp operator
and Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth H. Apple-
by, cafe management,

Camp Shaunn Wauuna.
Mrs, Cass Wymore.

Waldo Motel and Cafe—My,
Mrs. Robert Balzke,

O'Brien Auto Court, Post Office,
and Grocery—Mr. and Mrs, . E.
Lawson,

Lone Mountain Valley Resovt oo
Mrs, Grace King

Pine Cone Inn, Mr. and Mrs, Coun,

Fredericks Camp — Mrs, W, F.
Fredericks,

Ye Rustic Inn and Cafe—Mr. ond
Mrs, Leonard H. Grizzell,

Kumfy Ksmyp and Dining Rosn
Mr. and Mrs. Werner Huber, cump
owners amd operatovs; Mro and s
K. Lindgren, dining roum operato) s

Camp Muir and Dining Boonn o
Mr, and Mrs<. A, Thuerkauof,

Mr. anid

und

Crve ity Park and Malel Rudway
Displny - Me,  and Mes. Kalph F
Ruumberper,

Cuve Junction Motor Court, Cafe
arl Nervice Statian ~Meo and Mo,
K. C. Haumiltosn,

Coamg-U-Rest,  Cuafe and
Stution--Me, snd Mg Btewarnt

Shernmn's Cimpes Meoand Mrs, W,
T herpisn

Hoguirm Auta Cnmp snd Servaes
Sttrone ML oamd Mrs Juek Hout

rnnmre aml Blaek Aoto Conrtee
Meoanid M W Wasnnnd,

Juhnson's Camp af Kerby

Maple Court, Kevby— Mooaml M

Rerviee

(pgrerp e Horn.

Redwowl Lordge

Laog Cabin Hutel aod Cabiseae . Mo
MeCurthy,

Relmn Autn Court - My, Diooes

Winad,
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Appendix A continued

Some auto courts changed their names from “court” to “motel” when courts fell out of popularity 1n the mid
1940s and motels became the leading accommodation sought by travelers. For this reason. the following list is
included as a source to help determine the possible locations of auto courts.

Page I of 2 Tourist brochure, circa 1960. From the Greg Walters collection, Jefferson State F, mancial, Cave Junction

Oregon Caves Chateau

PThe “Cliravan™ @ Oremus Caves b of gaigque sty

Of ptciniecites antd patioely w1 e e 1

Bl s bt kit Iroin iy Howe ol tg vangnt, Gag

SEX Soaaes Fine A0 fanjoaat beaty, bienting welt
e tatval g muss Covetod makbble Jeddes,

i meterist aroves en 8 hard sudface hx‘;.f?i*
way andd ababte ot the foarih Door, In the jobey o
tmds su mmm;m weonf pustie cliaom and Hni&tuil.
with a huygs freplace in the conter of the room.

Cire the thirg Hoor, b visstor B smascd 0
hear the rigphe of muuisairz stronmm whieh winids
e way seross 1Be rongt Personne] o the diing
proom and we He cregtsds s maanty voellege studenis,
Phuse 13 bail disiins rocm snd eoefion shop serviee

Boum Accasptmndations
Tooms with bath winnke L4050 1o 5859 Double $6.30
to R¥00,
T beds $7 50 1o $11.0% syiles $12.00 1o 315 L
Cotioge poats with buils $3.00 single Lo $40g Lar
peGpe,
vavs %150, No heusckeeping collages
Cregen Caves is o Natlonsl Monument

Hlinois Valley Motels

LUCKY CLOVER MOTEL:
Line dourth medile south of Cave Junction, on
Foegwerand MEsnwny, iHver Loootage,
17 unibss 4 shevie, 13 deuble; Ketohen [nellilies.
Neo meals sor vml,
Swiiming pond

Mall Address: Cave Junclion, Tel. Cave Junelion
2812,

TOWN & COUNTRY MOTEL:
Pwe iy suinh of Cave Junetion, on Retwood
Thghiway.
w wnity, 4 sintteg aml 7 doubles,

Soven units with kitchens,
fﬁa“s bi served morosy Hinghway st Blue Qrehid
Forive i

Matl Asbdress Cave Jusetion, Route 1, Baex 879,
Tl Cave Junetipn €821,

THE PINTS MOTHEL:
Al ;sm!i; eihire of Cave Junetion, on Redwood
[ ERRIS POPE:
5 1 : ‘.2 sinee and 3 deubles,
Mueals seryr el gt Toehideogne U0 et dnar,
v Cove Junetion, Tel, Cave Junaetion

HOLINAY MOTEL:
e and eoc-hall mtlea north of Cove Junciion,
Yoodw ot THishway,
T Vinite § wdrerhe g dandier 2 units whd kiteheos,
o vpryed

Hoaragt g et pends,
Kol soble s Joarhe, Ope Tel Cave Junelion Q867

WOODLAND ECHOES MOTOR LODGE:
Fiohit sbes casy of Lave Juncaun op Caves
Haghway, Siace Houwe 90
2 {hapex uns.
Uuie on proporly.
Traut teadang.

Mail Addivsar Cave Junction, Tel, Cave Junclion,
Lind

DAY'S END MOTEL:
KNurth end ol Ceve Junclinn, on Hedwaod highe

VY
7 il 3 wingles and $ doshles, iy cogleds
No meals seoved, tHestaufant oloved,

3

At Acddeese Cave Juncton PG Bux T Tel
Cave Junetinn 2701,

WIS 1D WELL MOTEL:
Caves Hghacy tRouie 47 ot Cave Junction,
6 Urnitds: 2 anutes and 4 doublos,
s omanaby wrved

Must Ao v Case Junetion ¥, € Hox 163 Tel
Cave Junclisn 5612,

THAILS ILND MOTEL:
Tawver el wie duait antles south of Cave Junetion,
Cgn B dwerand T ghosay
B Ulits, o wiveidos d | donble
1ot with kitchien
Mighe servort jn cotfes chnn an premises,

Matt vlb e Cave Junetam, Bueaie 1, Box 830
Tel Cave Junctjon H4.

MUIR MOTFL:
Qe anet enehalf miles gouth of Cave Junclien,
o Heoedwensd fiLh‘u‘,’i!}{
N 1w/ Sancies oand 3 Dogblos,
3 Uinite woth kitehens,
Foansnes moest seeved fo eabin customers only,
Ml Adkbosn Cave Jusciion, Houte 1, Tel, Cave
Jie e SHIE,

& 1 MIVERL:

A oneth pdve of Cave Jumetlion, on Redwond
Tty

taree and ean aecommadate | o 6

it weithy bitphpns
ma Rosoviea G4 Han near orsh

sl «s! toosas Mave Sonpinm, [0 ), Rox 274 Tt
Cagve Fonebag S0 ’

KIRMY TuTHPa PARY:
I eapmgtedn bpsilee Sy

Masde ppy uility hongse wit)
1 showers ity
P s b . tollety and

b,
Blogded pieere poed papintea eptpre Sahias,

corvent opridlly and hookeup fo 4 g
P R p for Hohts, Hmy

Rark S}mp)
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Appendix A continued

¢ D e I v oy o - i yir y * ~ . 4 - . .
Page 2 of 2 Tourist brochure, circa 1960. From the Greg Walters collection, Jefferson State Financial, Cave Junction

TWIN FINES CATE & MOTEL
Aty aptos soui of O'Brivn on Redwood High-
way, ot 11 mii{*s of Cave Junetion. .
4 ounns: 4 double and 3 single 04 J
Cate'on praperty. ccommodations
Artractive 400,
Mail Addiess: O'Brien, Oregon. Tel, O'Brien 258,

Boarding Accommodations
MONTGOMERY RANCH:
Twa and wne-half miles sorth of Kerby, or
Facilities for 10 to 19 guesls.
Hiking and Gold Panning.
Telephone Cave Junction 1304,

HORSEBACK RIDING ?j' »

SQaddly horses ave available for rent in Kerby. w‘toré
Riding arcna.  frail rides,  Avrangemenis can be
e for week end trail leips. Telephone Cave June
ton fobu or 14210,

GOLY

Sportsmen’s Ranch Avro Park, four miles
out Caves Hivhway from Cave Junction on State
Route 46, offers a 9-hole, 600-yard pitch 'n putt
golt course, and driving vange. Clubs and bails
are available year around, A retulation 9-hole
eotirse is under comstructdon and other recreational
facilitivs are planned,

r{.YiNG--AIRPORTS

South of Cuave Junction on Routh and Ready
Flats is an airport which iy open far use of private
plane rawners, The runway is 4,900 feet loha, 70
oot wide. pavod, This is the base for the training
and operation of “Smokejumpers,”

At Spartsmen's Raneh Acro Park. four miles
out Caves Highway from Cave Junetion is a private
landing field with tuvl landing steip, 2,500 feet
long, Tiv-down area, gas and oil

GOLD PANNING =3 3
The famous pld mining town of Beownlown is “]
open for visiters and arrangements con be made < o e :
to do zeld panuing.  Brownlown was enc of the T RS SR By
vrip roaring” towns of the West, Years after (he R e R
gold rush subsided hvdranbie operations were earried
an and some new buildings were erecled. Some Mining - Logging - Agricalture
of these are still standing. On the failings of the
ald mine it iy not dlifeult ta find “edlor™, There
wre pa overnight accqpmmdaticns,  rowntowg ¢
reached by a road junclion st the Holland genersl

e in the

JFISTORIT MUSEUM
Tn the hstarie e of Kerby fonece nnmed
Kerhyoille and then the eounty scat of Josephine
counptys ik the new rannty oionm, Here may he

geen a numher of soPes ol the carly doys of min.

the sl degome incladine an ol forpe and hack. M

amith shep  The mesenm is the speeal praj ¢t of ¢

the TNirniz Vollpy Women™s ik and is beiee wwed anLf‘ a ey

0y a teeeption cetiter durtng the Oreson confennial,
fi is well worh a yisit

Prleenae W odley aoawoa Pt
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Appendix B

The following articles contribute historic interest to the auto court story in Illinois Valley and Josephine County.

Realtors discover marketing opportunities of aute camps

FRIDAY, MARCH 1 '.rl_:‘__l ok

THE AUTO CAMP AN AID TO LAND SETTLEMENT.
R

A survey of many of the autw parks in this segidon «f
the state show that many prospective settlers arve Lkine
advantage of the moderate rates charged o cabins iu
order that they may take more time in selecting the prog
erty to best fit their needs.  Others are renting the vabe
ibs and making them their homes while their own homes
on their newly acquired acreage are ready for neeupaney.
By affording this moderate priced temporary accomie.
dation the auto camp owner has becvme a useful wsrict-
ant in the upbuilding of the community. .

The awner of the auwlo camp ecan also be of inestimable
value in the land settlement program by serving as 2
wource of authentic information and as a hospitable hosl
2o the many tourists who will stop at his park during the
pesson. In many instances it has been found that the va-
cationist of last vear is the new settler of this year. The
proper hospitality and friendly information will make
anore next vear's settlers out of this year's tourist,

) ‘ ——

March 19, 1926 Southern Oregon Spokesman,
Grants Pass

March 12 1926 Southern Oregon
Spokesman, Grants Pass

State Line Rendezvous

: REALTORS SEEK

-l

' RGAT T0 INFORM
e :
L X i
’.
y. . 5
t

l'! ’
' COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO IN.,
§ TERVIEW COUNCIL WITH HOPE .
' Y0 RECEIVE PERMISSION |
' TO INTERVIEW CITY

;:, PARK CAMPERS

Many campers st the city aute
Ipark are being deprived of the up-
“eanity to learn of the immunse op-
portubities in this county by the ords-
igance profbiting soliciting v the
city park, 1 the beliel of membere
ind the Grants Puse voally bLosrd, ax
"gxpressed st thelr regular mweting
hoid last Tuesdny at the Cave shep.
A committes compused of R E.
Higgine, A. N. Parsans, E. L. Churgh-
‘i, John A. Hilles and P. B. Herman

i wan appointed to interview the mem-

bere of the eity council and the board
of directors of the chamber of com-

imazes in order thas plwns may be

adepted whereby an  information
Lageat will be on duty st the park’

This was a dance hall and social center on the California side of the state line.
The popularity may have been related to “blue laws” that restricted the sale
of alcohol in Oregon but allowed it in California. The location of this site
remains undetermined. It is possible that Camp Shona Wauna, Twin Pines,
and Siskiyou Camp benefitted from the visitor traffic that State Line attracted.

¥ was P it 4

IDANCE|

At the

STATE LINE
RENDEZVOUSR

SATURDAY,
JULY 9

Your Favorite Mixed
Drinks

ik gphaved Lor he datees, and sy aunt ang undie.
y what we digd for fusl
 anCus were held ot Hervey Hali,
atur at the Qalifornsa line,

Aarry Soweil built that--ithers was suse
1 the waliley went to gt Juat

The Sowe:)'y were all musioal,
Spence Hall snd Joylesd
AuEt south of

The original nane of the State Line Rendezvous was
“Joviand”. Cwen, 2009 p77

CALIFORNIA - OREGON
STATE LINE RENDEZVOUS

It ty'the desirs of the really bourd '
L that this agont ahall be well mforme) !
§m;rding the agricultoral, mineral

regarding the agricultuesi, miners!
and timber opportunitiea and be cone
| versant with the values of resl eutute.
| This informmtlon is t¢ be given in an
Vimpartial matner wnd shoubd any of
{the campers axpress b intorest
Danvestigating  the rescutcer of the
i;s:nunty more thuroughly than by the
Dy vhadting of our sule park s
; aame shall be turned over o wotme
Cremitor wha will furnish hon wah
; Curther anformstion and fraopnrias
“rion to the property which aodl b 1o
tin lking,  In doing this U realtor
bafleve that they will put only
Indding to thelr eppurivnitres to dee
ivelop tha distriet hat that they woll
the doing the 1oursl & faver i pro.
s JONLNG wur TesGurCes th KD R 4
Hinnofenmve matiner.

¢ luon effart to build up o member
ahip of the Gronts Pass realty buard
I the resltors voted (o Teduce the ax
"sovinle muanbership fen in their wr-
iganlamtion tus aukiare instead of the
prosent Live Quttur fee.  Thas they
Cbuhieve wail give then o large gnongh
Umemabership 1o chable them o 1o
Ceeive more hearty cooperation in
sthe canstryctive plnte whith they
have in mind,

An sdvertisiny ~asipagtn W dang
prepured whieh wll onpress upan
thy public the musnag of e e
bpamttor”  and  the  uvaliffedtions
which ars enguired befure that asme
cun be wdopted by any one selling
propenty on & commercial basis

[C——%
M&A‘ - i, A A

Qtate Line Rendezvous
Has Good Opening

fast Fuesday night  the  State
Line Hendezvous held open huse
to eelebEate the moving into  the
Py o hskh O o7 the fieat crowds
ever to wnther for w dance in the
Viley were ou hand to help celes
Tl were 20 peopie from
Uithers vame from
Cap Wrangisees,  Fuceka,  Urescent
Pty rants Paes, Medfoo!, Klam-
ath Palle st of sourse the entire
Pitireens Valbey was weldl ropresant.
of fyion the Rk treek Lrnger
Station to Mefpu and Dese Oreek,
stede
wictithw e hes,
adiwd aned eoffee was seprverd to all
wine pared to sat, When the inner
archestra
went to work again and the mer.
ry duncers were G tripping the

tirat e

fors A nacehe s,

Plrperey was <fapped ot

i bt sned Baordaocnped

man wos sallsfied the

July 28, 1938 IVN

I W, Carl, Proprietor
A 1937 ad lists Carl & Hamilton as proprietors.
Septemeber 15, 1938 IVN
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Appendix C
Lodging History of Illinois Valley, Oregon

Auto courts represent a distinet phase of lodging history in Illinois Valley as well as American history. The
following summary outlines the history of lodging in the Ilinois Valley region from 1851 to the present to
illustrate the role of auto courts in a broader context

Pack trails to gold camps

Lodging in the Ilhinois Valley began with the Oregon gold rush of 1851 when several gold discoveries in this
area attracted large numbers of prospectors. Supplies were primarily carried by pack trains from the port town
of Crescent City where ships unloaded supplies destined for the gold fields. These ships also carried prospectors
who were on their way to the gold fields in Ilinois Valley and many of these followed the Cold Springs
Mountain pack trail, a distance of about 60 miles to the mining camp of Waldo.

It is Likely that many of these prospectors walked to the gold fields following the Cold Springs Mountain pack
trail or may have taken one of the “passenger trains”, a pack train of horses used to carry passengers over the
trail. Several “hotels” that were established along this trail to accommodate these travelers and were probably
not much more than a tent with beds and food service. The following list provides a sketch of where these may
have been located (Ruffell, 1995):

Gasquet Forks (located on the east bank of the North Fork of the Smith River)

Cold Spring House (located about a half mile west of the top of Cold Spring Mountain)

Patrick and Johnson (located at Elk Camp)

Cain’s Ranch (located at Cedar Trough Camp)

Shelly’s Ranch (located af Oregon Mt - later called Robin’s Nest and then nicknamed Robber’s Roost)

After Shelly’s Ranch, the pack trail descended into Illinois Valley where it followed the West Fork of the
THinois River to Waldo. In the vicmity of O'Brien, the trail forked, with one branch gomg to Waldo and the
other going to the mining camp of Jacksonville, another major center of gold discoveries. Waldo no doubt had
accomunodations for traveling prospectors and similar services may have also developed in areas of other gold
discoveries such as Browntown on Althouse Creek, Sebastebol on Josephine Creek, and Sucker on Sucker
Creek. The lodging businesses that may have been established in linois Valley along the trail to Jacksonville
were not well docuented. The trading post at the river crossing near present-day Kerby was a likely possibility.
Wagon Roads
The first road between Crescent City and Illinois Valley was completed in 1858 by the Crescent City Plank
Road and Tumpike Company and continued from Illinois Valley to Jacksonville. Freight wagons began camrying
supplies that were once carried by pack teams over the Cold Springs Mountain pack trail and stagecoaches
began carrying passengers. Stage lines generally set up stations about every ten miles where horses could be
changed and passengers given an opportunity to rest. It is likely that lodging was set up in the vicinity of these
stations, as well as other locations to accommodate the drivers of freight wagons who could not travel after
dark. The list below gives possible lodging sites between Crecent City and Illinois Valley and was compiled
from several sources (Ruffell, 1995, NPS 2013, Chase 1939):

Smith River Corners (probably located near Tan Oak Drive and Hwy 197 in California)

Altaville (located at Low Divide on Low Divide Road)

Wimer Spring (L.ow Divide Road in the vicinity of the stone corral)

Pine Flat Station (I.ow Divide Road on Pine Flat Mountain)

Rockland (located on the North Fork of the Smith River)
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Taylor’s {on top of McGrew Mountain immediately north of the Oregon-California border)

Cedar Springs (Near Biscuit Hill)

Stone Corral (located on the West Fork of the Illinois River four miles south of O’Brien)

Waldo, Oregon

Several others were mentioned in Chase’s book but only general locations were given
fronically, at the same time the wagon road was completed in 1858, there was a discovery of gold in British
Columbia that started the Fraser River Gold Rush and many prospectors in Hlinois Valley departed and the
demand for supplies no doubt fell accordingly. In 1877, the maintenance contract for the road expired and it
soon fell into disrepair. Both stage and freight wagons had increasing difficulty using it and this must have had
an impact on lodging businesses along the road.

In 1882, Joseph Wimer, a merchant in Waldo, Oregon constructed a new road. This bypassed a segment of the
1858 road where McGrews and Taylor’s and others had lodging establishiments. Wimer's reconnected to the old
road near Rockland. Within five years, all the lodging businesses on the Wimer Road suffered a dramatic drop
in traffic when, in 1887, Horace Gasquet built a road that connected to Wimers Road near Oregon Mountain.
This quickly became the preferred travel route to Crescent City and traffic all but stopped on the Wimer Road.

Once the Gasquet Road opened, several new lodging enterprises went into business to include Patricks Creek
lodge, Gasquet, Monumental, Shelley Creek Station, Adarus Station, and Bertelesa, Waldo continued to be

a major lodging center but other communities along the road to Jacksonville were also of importance. These
included Kerbyville, Selma, and Anderson Station (formerly known as Fort Hay).

The O&C Railroad

Gold mining had faded considerably by the 1880s and the commerce of the Illinois Valley became increasingly
based on agriculture. The roads from Crescent City were still the main supply route for both Jackson and
Josephine Counties but this changed dramatically in 1884 when the O&C Railroad was constructed through the
Rogue River Valley. The road to the coast became less relevant as a supply route and if is uncertain what impact
this might have had on lodging enterprises in Illinois Valley.

Railroads represented a nation-wide change in lodging. Prior to this, accommodations catered to stagecoach
traffic and fravelers in wagons or on horseback. When railroads began stretching across the nation and travelers
preferences turned to this mode of transportation, lodging became concentrated near to rail lines. This transition
is explained in a number of documents that can be found on the internet (eg; Henderson, 2010).

Automebile travel begins

Prior to 1900, the main mode of travel on roads through Iilinois Valley was by horse drawn wagons and
stagecoaches. All of this would change with the invention of the automobile and with this came a new era

of lodging. Automobiles first appeared in this region around 1910 and soon the horse drawn stagecoach was
replaced by the “auto stage”, a car that performed the same transportation services formerly provided by the
stagecoach. Traffic followed the same roads as wagons and travelers continued to use existing hotels at Selma,
Kerby, and Waldo for lodging. This would change as new roads were built to accommodate the rapidly growing
mterest in automobile travel.

As auto travel became more popular, the types of accommodations that were developed to serve the needs of
travelers went through three distinct phases over the next 30 years. The first of these was auto camping followed
by auto courts and then motels

Auto camping became popular from 1915 to 1922 and promotion initiatives such as the Park-To-Park Highway
attracted travel on the Pacific Highway (old Hwy 99) through Grants Pass. Auto camps were developed m
several places along the Pacific Highway but there was apparently no significant auto camping activity that
took place in Illinois Valley other than travel to Grayback Campground, located at the trail head for the Caves
Creek trail to Oregon Caves. However, the use of Caves Creek trail may have been minimal because there was
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another trail head at Williams that was closer to the Pacific Highway and easier to access. Auto camping may
have become more common in Illinois Valley when the Oregon Caves Highway (Hwy 46) was completed and
promotion efforts were increased by Grants Pass businesses, Chamber, and the Oregon Cavemen. No record
could be found that described the location of auto camps that may have existed in Illinois Valley at that time

Auto courts represented the next phase of lodging in the history of auto travel and became popular at about the
same time as the Redwood Highway (Hwy 199) was completed in 1926. During the next few years, auto courts
began to appear along the new highway and marked a significant pivot point in Illinois Valley’s lodging that, up
to this time, consisted almost entirely of historic hotels that had been developed to serve passengers traveling by
horse drawn stagecoaches or wagons.

Motels became popular, on a nation-wide scale, in the md 1940s with the 1950s and 1960s being the pinnacle
of the motel industry in the United States. Auto courts fell out style and this may be why several auto courts in
Illinois Valley changed their name from “court” to “motel” and made modification or additions to create motel-
like accommodations. Some new motels were also built, probably sometime during the 1950s. A brochure from
the carly 1960s (see Appendix A) listed a dozen active motels in Illinois Valley.

What happened to all the lodging?

At the time thig paper was produced, there are only three of the twelve lodging businesses listed in the 1960s
brochure that are still active: Twin Pines Motel, Holiday Motel, and Country Hills (formerly Woodland Echoes).
Traffic on Highway 199 continues to be heavy with thousands of cars passing through the corridor daily but

for some reason the lodges in Illinois Valley were unable to stay in business and those that are open today
apparently have a limited number of patrons, even during the heavy tourist season.

The answer of why these went out of business may boil down to “predictability”.

Looking back to the auto camp era where hundreds of private land owners set up camps, travelers found that the
standards from one camp to the next were unpredictable and it became necessary for them to spend part of their
travel time “shopping around” for the best camp (Hayner, p265-266). As travel accommodations evolved into
auto courts and then motels, travellers experienced the same issue of unpredictably in accommodation quality,
which all depended upon the ethic and life-style of the owner.

The issue of unpredictable accommodations was addressed in the 1960s with the development of lodging
chains and franchises that established strict standards for members. Standards eventually evolved into uniform
design of buildings and from this emerged motel chains that are popular today such as the Holiday Inn, Best
Western. Travelodge, and others. Their key to success was establishing predictability for travelers. In the
1950s, televisions became affordable and in the 1960 more than two-thirds of households had one. This made
it possible to reach large sectors of society and advertising trained buyers to trust brand names. By the end of
the 60s the mdividualistic, owner-operated motels had been engulfed by the wave of the future- the chain and
franchise motels.
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Parting note

The rise of trave! trailers during the Depression represents a significant element of the Illinois Valley lodging
story but was not covered in this paper. The most dramatic example during the 1930s was the conversion of
Grayback Campground fo accommodate trailers, primarily because the road to Oregon Caves and parking area
was too challenging for vehicles towing frailers. Grayback was a place where these could be parked so owners
drive the natrow, curved road to visit the caves without the added challenge of towing a trailer.
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