Oregon Heritage Commission

9 a.m. April 26, 2012
Oregon Department of Education Board Room
255 Capitol St. NE

Salem
APPROVED MINUTES
Members present:  Carole Astley, Constance Beaumont, Daniel Cantrall, Kimberly Jensen, David Lewis, Eric Martin, Carol Michael, Jan Mitchell, Andrea Morgan, Roger Roper, E. John Rumpakis, Layne Sawyer, Dawnielle Tehama, Jon Tullis, Kerry Tymchuk, Irene Zenev.
Staff Present:  Kyle Jansson, Tracy Zeller.

Visitors Present: Sandy Carter, Alice Norris, Annie VonDomitz, Danielle Callahan.
Mitchell called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m. Commissioners and visitors introduced themselves.
Jensen moved the revised preliminary agenda be approved. Rumpakis seconded. Approved unanimously.

Rumpakis moved the minutes of the February 6, 2012 meeting be approved. Michael seconded. Approved unanimously.

Willamette Falls Heritage Area: Norris talked about efforts since 2006 to create a Willamette Falls Heritage Area, including the pending assessment to be presented this summer to the National Park Service for designation. During these efforts, an idea has developed to create a state heritage area designation.
Roper said some other states have created heritage areas to give recognition and legitimacy to local efforts. Mitchell noted the national heritage area along the Lower Columbia River involving both Oregon and Washington. Tullis said the Willamette Falls effort involves both preservation and economic development. Roper said standards for a state heritage area designation will need to be high.  Tullis said a subcommittee might look at this and report back to the Commission. Tullis made a motion to form a subcommittee to determine how a state heritage area. Rumpakis second.
Commissioner Comments and Reports:  Tymchuk said the Oregon Historical Society is opening its 20th century exhibit Oregon Voices.
Rumpakis said a study of the 1910 Greek immigrants in Oregon has been completed and that the University of Portland will soon announce a Hellenic Studies Program.

Mitchell said a railroad depot preservation project in Astoria is advancing with help from students in the Clatsop Community College historic preservation program.

Astley reported that a welcome and visitor center staff training took place in Baker City and included many heritage sites.

Lewis talked about the renovation of the Grand Ronde School into a cultural center and other projects in which he has been involved.

Jensen said the Multnomah County Library will have an exhibit made by the Oregon Womens History Consortium, which is participating in other projects, including the fall issue of the Oregon Historical Quarterly.

Michael said she had enjoyed the welcome and visitor staff training and described a theatre preservation project in Pendleton and a history tour.
Tullis updated the Commission on the heritage week events that will take place at Timberline around Labor Day.

Roper described the archaeological field schools at Fort Lane and Champoeg state parks, the Kam Wah Chung archives and translation projects, and the new “Diamonds in the Rough” grants.

Oregon’s Interpretive Signage: Von Domitz described the heritage sign marker program of Oregon Travel Experience and its evolution. This includes the traditional “beaver boards” as well new regional interpretive markers and text/photo signage. New technology has created new opportunities to improve signage with audio tours and QR codes. She said OTE has been cautious to not run after every trend as public preferences change, preferring to have signage that will be successful over the longterm.

She thanked the Commission for having done the Heritage Vitality Study as it has inspired OTE committees, and sparked more partnerships and stronger relationships statewide.
There is no statewide coordination of signs with the Daughters of the American Revolution, federal agencies, the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department and others all doing markers. Commissioners suggested that a statewide inventory of markers be made. Van Domitz said OTE tries to be aware of other markers, noting the signs and often locations change.
Heritage Excellence Fund: Jansson and Roper said they have continued a conversation with the Oregon Community Foundation to initiate a fund that would help support communities which satisfy requirements of the heritage communities program adopted by the Board.
Coordinator’s Reports:

Legislative Task Force: Jansson said the Governor’s office has made eight appointments to the Task Force. It will begin meeting soon as its report is due to the Legislature by Oct. 1.
Heritage Tourism Study: Jansson said the five statewide partners of the Oregon Cultural Trust have agreed to use $20,000 of their joint funds to help with the Oregon Heritage Tourism Study. He said he will be meeting with Travel Oregon staff soon to work out details of the study.
Strategic Communication: As part of its plan, Oregon Heritage is using the Heritage Conference to launch a new blog, Oregon Heritage Exchange, and re-issue its Facebook page for the conference to be for Oregon Heritage. 
Training: Commission staff are recruiting mentors to be part of a technical assistance effort. Staff plan to create some sort of volunteer network this fall, whether the Connecting to Collections grant is received this fall from the Institute of Museum and Library Services or not.
Heritage Tradition Application: Jansson said he has worked with some people in Brownsville to prepare an application for the Linn County Pioneer Picnic, which is celebrating its 125th year in June, as an Oregon Heritage Tradition. Following a commission procedure, the application was referred to an ad hoc committee of Mitchell, Michael, Astley and Sawyer to review and bring back a recommendation for the May meeting.
Social Studies Core Standards: At the Commission’s February meeting, Lewis raised concerns that a lot of schools did not have a curriculum for teaching tribal and ethnic history. Morgan presented a summary of the new standards to which school districts are expected to align instruction by the beginning of the 2013-14 school year. The new standards make it harder for districts to escape teaching the standards. Unfortunately, there were no general funds available to train teachers in the curriculum, although federal funds have been available to train teachers in math and science standards.
Lewis said the Heritage Commission should consider making grants to organizations to help with training teachers in the new standards. Cultural heritage organizations are willing to help schools and the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde have made 25 presentations during the past six months. Morgan said elementary teachers are especially challenged because they are generalists. Jensen said she was interested in creating partnerships that could accomplish the training.

Mitchell said this topic would be good for discussion in the future at an in-person meeting of the Commission. Tullis noted there is an organization to help with training teachers how to teach art in the classroom, and that it could be a model for heritage.
Grants Updates: Jansson reported on a half dozen Heritage and Museum Grants awarded last fall that had made significant progress. In addition, he noted that there is a Heritage Grant deadline on April 30 and a Museum Grant deadline May 18.
Adjournment: Tullis moved to adjourn the meeting. Approved unanimously. Mitchell adjourned the meeting at 12:17 p.m.
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