Oregon Heritage Commission

2 p.m. June 20, 2012
Teleconference
Public Listening Room in Room 146,

North Mall Office Building

725 Summer St NE, 

Salem
APPROVED MINUTES
Members present:  Carole Astley, Daniel Cantrall, Kimberly Jensen, David Lewis, Eric Martin, Jan Mitchell, Andrea Morgan, Roger Roper, E. John Rumpakis, Layne Sawyer, Dawnielle Tehama, Irene Zenev.
Staff Present:  Kyle Jansson, Kuri Gill, Cara Kaser.

Mitchell called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m. 

Jensen moved the preliminary agenda be approved, Rumpakis second. Approved unanimously.

Museum Grants: Gill said 23 applications were received, and nine recommended for funding. Five are collections related, four are education related and there are no tourism projects. Five of the recommendations are in the Willamette Valley and four in central or eastern Oregon. Cantrall was on the review committee and the ones recommended are the best of the best.  Gill noted that three of the recommended involve collaborations, which were encouraged in the Heritage Vitality Report.
Lewis moved that all of the nine recommended proposals be approved except the one from the Benton County Historical Society. Jensen seconded. Approved unanimously.

Martin moved that the Benton County Historical Society proposal be approved. Rumpakis seconded. Approved unanimously with Zenev abstaining.

Legislative Task Force Update: Jansson said the Task Force had its first meeting on Monday. It will have 2-3 more meetings before the report is due Oct. 1, with much work to be done by subgroups on public funding, private funding and best practices. The Governor’s Office has made only eight of its 12 appointments, but advisors have been recruited to make sure the other four posts have some representation.  Lewis attended the meeting after the effort to get tribal representation there. Mitchell said there were a variety of perspectives there, including some younger perspectives.
Heritage Area Designation Review: Martin reviewed the meeting yesterday of the ad hoc committee studying the possibility of creating Oregon Heritage Areas that was discussed at the Commission’s April meeting. The committee saw the idea as a great opportunity. Criteria will be drafted using both national and other states’ rules, and will probably include a probationary period. Tentative criteria and a process will be drafted next month. Lewis said the committee wants to set up a program where other areas, not just Willamette Falls, could also qualify. Mitchell said she would like the areas to be sustainable. Lewis said these areas would not be regulatory and may not have firm boundaries.
Cultural Advocacy Coalition Update: Jansson said the group’s lobbyist Kristina McNitt recently took a new job so its board is taking a look at its long-term needs. The CAC has been a strong supporter of Heritage Commission initiatives in the Legislature and played a key role in passage of the CHAMP initiatives. He said the board believes it needs to strengthen its financial base and is encouraging the involvement of all of its partners.
Commissioner Comments and Reports:  Rumpakis said there would be a celebration of the classics by PSU and the Portland Art Museum in October.
Martin said he had attended the Historic Preservation League of Oregon’s unveiling of the 2012 most endangered places in Oregon list last month. The places on the 2011 list were able to raise nearly $20,000 in planning and restoration grants as a result of that designation.

Heritage Tourism Study: Jansson said the contracts have been drafted with an anticipated project completion date of October 1, which would be in time for Oregon culture week.
Adjournment: Zenev moved the meeting be adjourned. Rumpakis seconded. Mitchell adjourned the meeting at 2:55 p.m.
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