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History of Portland & Oregon   
 

A Selected Bibliography 
 
 
This bibliography lists books, theses, articles and other sources on the history of the city of Portland, the state of 
Oregon and the Pacific Northwest.  It is intended for a wide audience, including historians, students and the 
general public; it is especially hoped that it will be useful in conjunction with its companion bibliography, 
Architecture, Architectural History & Historic Preservation in Portland & Oregon, to researchers and preservationists 
documenting the contexts and significance of Portland area historic resources.  The citations are organized into 
the following sections: 
 
1. Portland History 

� Books, Theses & Monographs 
� Articles in Scholarly Journals & Edited Collections 
� Articles in Popular & Trade Journals 

 
2. Oregon & Pacific Northwest History 

� Books, Theses & Monographs 
� Articles in Journals & Edited Collections 

 
3. Portland Area & Pacific Northwest Native Peoples & Archaeology 
 
4. Portland & Pacific Northwest History: Reference Works 

� Books, Articles & Other Sources 
� Portland & Pacific Northwest “Mug Books” 
� Portland City Directories 
� Local History Methods & Practices 

  
 
While the emphasis is on secondary sources, many published works more strictly classifiable as primary sources 
are also listed.  A special effort has been made to include graduate theses and dissertations, which often explore 
topics not well covered in published sources and constitute an under-utilized body of local historical research. A 
number of undergraduate theses have also been cited, including several from Reed College, which in many cases 
approach (or exceed) the quality of graduate work. Sources not generally listed here include oral histories, 
newspaper articles, and unpublished documents in manuscript and archive collections. Most sources focusing on 
architecture and the built environment are listed in a separate bibliography.  
 
Many of the cited sources may be found in the Multnomah County Library: http://catalog.multcolib.org/ or the 
Research Library of the Oregon Historical Society: http://librarycatalog.ohs.org/WebOPAC/. Some of the more 
elusive works may be found using the Orbis Cascade Alliance’s Summit union catalogue, which joins the online 
catalogs of over 30 Pacific Northwest college and university libraries: http://summit.orbiscascade.org/search/.  
Copies of most of the documents prepared by or for the City of Portland are held by the Stanley Parr Archives 
and Records Center, and may be identified through the online Efiles database: 
http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/index.cfm?c=26978&. A small but growing number of out-of-copyright 
works listed here are available as full-text downloads through online sources such as Google Book: 
http://books.google.com/ and Project Gutenberg: http://www.gutenberg.org/ and others. Some have been 
transcribed in whole or in part and posted on various genealogy and history web sites such as Multnomah County 
GenWeb: http://www.rootsweb.com/~ormultno/ and A Place Called Oregon: http://gesswhoto.com/. 
 
This bibliography will be revised on an occasional basis; corrections and additions may be sent to: Nicholas T. 
Starin, Portland Bureau of Planning, 1900 SW 4th Ave., Suite 4100, Portland, OR, 97201; 
nstarin@ci.portland.or.us. 
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Compiled by Nicholas T. Starin, City Planner II, Historic Resources Program, City of Portland Bureau of Planning. 
The assistance of Prof. Carl Abbott, School of Urban Studies and Planning, Portland State University, is gratefully 
acknowledged.  
 
 
 

 
 
1. Portland History 
 
Books, Theses & Monographs. 
 
Abbott, Carl. The Great Extravaganza: Portland and the Lewis and Clark Exposition. Portland: Oregon Historical 

Society, 1996. 

——. Greater Portland: Urban Life and Landscape in the Pacific Northwest. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 2001. 

——. Portland: Gateway to the Northwest. Tarzana, CA: American Historical Press, 1997. 

——. Portland: Planning, Politics and Growth in a Twentieth Century City . Lincoln & London: University of Nebraska 
Press, 1983. 

——, Gerhard Pagenstecher and Britt Parrott. From Downtown Plan to Central City Summit: Trends in Portland's 
Central City, 1970-1998. [Portland: s.n.], 1998. 

Acres, Colleen Greer. Spatial Clustering of Sector Linked Industry in an Urban Economy. Ph.D. Thesis, Portland State 
University, School of Urban and Public Affairs, 1985. 

Ahrendt, Harold. The History of Work Relief in Multnomah County, Oregon, 1930-1933. M.A. Thesis, State College of 
Washington, History, 1944. 

Alexander, Gerald. Some Problems of Leadership among the Chinese of Portland, Oregon. B.A. Thesis, Reed College, 
Anthropology Dept. 1959. 

Allen, Alice Benson. Simon Benson: Northwest Lumber King. Portland: Binford & Mort, 1971. 

Allen, Craig. Cable Television in Major TV Markets: A Case Study of an Unsuccessful Attempt in Portland, Oregon. M.S. 
Thesis, University of Oregon, School of Journalism, 1978. 

Allen, John Eliot, ed. Portland State University: The First 25 years, 1955-1980. [Portland: Portland State University], 
1980.   

Alley, Bill. Pearson Field: Pioneering Aviation in Vancouver and Portland. Mount Pleasant, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2006. 

American Civil Liberties Union of Oregon. The Portland Municipal Court: A Study of Judicial Administration. [Portland: 
American Civil Liberties Union of Oregon, 1967]. 

Anderson, Katherine E. Historical Sketch of the Library Association of Portland, 1864-1964. Portland: Library 
Association of Portland, [1964]. 

Anderson, Monty K., Charles A. Merrill, and John V.A.F. Neal. The Way of Life in the Lownsdale Square Area. 
[Portland]: Portland State University, Urban Studies Center, 1971. 

Anthony, Joan Murray. Captain John Heard Couch: The Peregrinations and Pennings of the Prophet of Portland. 
Woodbury, CN: [J.M. Anthony?], 1995. 

Arlington Club. Arlington Club and the Men Who Built It: Centennial Anniversary. Portland: Arlington Club, [1968]. 

"As We See 'em:” Cartoons and Caricatures of Portland Citizens. Portland: E.A. Thomson, 1906. 
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Baker, Kathryn. Struggle Against Licentiousness: The Social Purity Movement in Portland, Oregon. B.A. Thesis, Reed 
College, Sociology Dept., 1974. 

Ballard, Wendy Jo. "Fallen Angels:" An Historical Review of Program Development and Clientele of the Salvation Army 
White Shield Home with an Emphasis on the Years 1940-1976. M.S.W Practicum report, Portland State 
University, 1978. 

Banks, Louis Albert. Censor Echoes, or Words that Burned. Portland: Steam Printing Works of Himes the Printer, 
1882. 

Barbour, Richard. Columbia Edgewater, 1924-1999: The First 75 Years of the Friendliest Club in Town. Portland: 
Columbia Edgewater, 1999. 

Barbur, Herbert Lloyd. Concrete Sewers of Portland. [M.S.?] Thesis, University of Oregon, 1912. 

Barker, Burt Brown. Early History: The First National Bank of Portland, Oregon. [Portland?: 1941].  

——. History of the Doernbecher Children's Hospital Guild. [Portland: s.n.], 1963. 

Barker, Neil Louis. The Works Progress Administration in Portland, Oregon: An Historical Narrative and Survey Report, 
1935-1942. M.A. Thesis, Washington State University, 1996. 

Barnes, Connie Jo.  "A Nursery of Contempt:” Domestic Violence and Abuse in Portland, Oregon, 1860-1869. M.A. 
Thesis, Portland State University, Dept. of History, 1999. 

Barnett, Ruth. They Weep on My Doorstep. Medford, OR: Pacific Northwest Books, 1978.  

Beckham, Stephen Dow. Hoffman Construction Company: 75 Years of Building. Portland: Hoffman Corp., 1995. 

Bello, Mark Richard. Urban Regimes and Downtown Planning in Portland, Oregon and Seattle, Washington, 1972-1992. 
Ph.D. Thesis, Portland State University. School of Urban and Public Affairs, 1993. 

Benski, Katie Lyn. Displacement and Change in the Portland Region. M.U.P. Thesis, University of Washington, 2005. 

Bianco, Joe. Seeing Portland: A Guide to Points of Interest in the Portland Area. [Portland?]: Oregon Cattlemen's 
Association, [1965]. 

Bianco, Martha. Private Profit Versus Public Service: Competing Demands in Urban Transportation Policy, Portland, 
Oregon,1872-1970. Ph.D. Thesis, Portland State University, Urban Studies, 1994. 

Bielaski, Jennifer Townsend. An Examination of the Mobilizing Information Concept: An Analysis of Two Oregon 
Newspapers. M.A. Thesis, University of Oregon, School of Journalism, 1974. 

Bingham, Mason L. A Short History of the Tax Supervising and Conservation Commission, County of Multnomah. 
[Portland?]: 1956. 

Bishop, Sue. Negro Housing in Portland. B.A. Honors Thesis, University of Oregon, School of Journalism,1958. 

Bledsoe, Helen Wieman. Riverdale School, 1888-1988. Portland: Binford & Mort, 1988. 

Blumberg, Rachel, ed. The Wheel Keeps Turning: An Oral History of the Parkrose Community. Portland: Parkrose 
Community Builders Club; FamilyWorks, 2002. 

Blyth and Company. The Georgia-Pacific Story. New York: Blyth and Company, 1957. 

B'nai B'rith, District No. 4, Portland Lodge No. 65. Commemorating the First Hundred Years of the B'nai B'rith Lodge 
of Portland, Oregon, 1866-1966.  [Portland: Heims & Turtledove, 1966]. 

Bonnin, Gunther M. A Survey of Wartime Public Work in Multnomah County, Oregon. B.A. Thesis, Reed College, 
Division of History and Social Sciences, 1943. 

Bosco-Millgan Foundation. Cornerstones of Community: Buildings of Portland's African American History. Portland: 
Bosco-Milligan Foundation, 1997. Rev. and exp. edition. 
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Boston, Clarinèr Freeman. An Historical Perspective of Oregon's and Portland's Political and Social Atmosphere in 
Relation to the Legal Justice System as it Pertained to Minorities, with Specific Reference to State Laws, City 
Ordinances, and Arrest and Court Records during the Period 1840-1895. M.S. Thesis, Portland State University, 
Dept. of Administration of Justice, 1997. 

Bowling, Karen Lorraine. The Political Economy of Urban Sustainability: Portland, Oregon, 1957-1997. M.A. Thesis, 
University of Oregon, Dept. of Political Science, 1998. 

Boyd, George Felix. The Levels of Aspiration of White and Negro Children in a Non-segregated Elementary School. M.S. 
Thesis, University of Oregon, Dept. of Psychology, 1950. 

Boyer, William Haas. Oregon Politics and the Evolution of the Populist Movement in Portland, 1890-1898. Ph.D. Thesis, 
University of Oregon, Dept. of History, 2003. 

Brady, Fred J., comp. Souvenir Book of the Portland Police and Fire Departments. [Portland?: s.n.], 1915. 

Brewin, Michael Keith. Portland Student Services, Inc.: The Establishment of Student-Run Housing in Portland, Oregon, 
1969-1971. M.A. Thesis, Portland State University, Dept. of History, 1989. 

Brewster, William L. William Mead Ladd of Portland, Oregon: A Biographical Sketch. [Portland:] Metropolitan Press, 
1933. 

Bright, Lucille F. Greene, et al., comps. Historic Sketches of Portland, Oregon. [Portland: Oregon Historical Society, 
between 1945 and 1970]. Compilation of clippings, articles and misc. items by OHS staff.   

Bringsværd, Borge K. Active Participation in Environmental Social Networks and the Development and Maintenance of 
Environmental Identities: A Study of Participants of Environmental Social Networks in Portland, Oregon. M.A.T. 
Thesis, Portland State University, Dept. of Sociology, 2004. 

Brock, Patrick Leonard. The Attitudes and Involvement of Members in the Hi-Y Club Program of the John R. Leach, 
Portland, Oregon, YMCA. M.S. Thesis, University of Oregon, School of Health, Physical Education, and 
Recreation, 1966. 

Brooks, Bernice McKay. Community Health Facilities and Services in Portland and Multnomah County. B.A. Thesis, 
Reed College, 1939.   

Brooks, Donald Hobson. A Study of the Foreign Marketing Policies of the Jantzen Knitting Mills, Inc.  M.B.A. Thesis, 
University of Oregon, 1952. 

Brown, George Washington. Thesis on a Follow-up Study of the Graduates of Benson Polytechnic School (1925-29 
inclusive). M.S. Thesis, Oregon State Agriculture College, 1932. 

Brundage, David. Organized Labor and Municipal Reform: A Study of the Struggle for Commission Government in 
Portland, Oregon, 1908-1913. B.A. Thesis, Reed College, History Dept., 1973. 

Brune, George, John Hart, and Sandra Smith. The Department of Family Services, Court of Domestic Relations, 
Portland, Oregon: A Report of its History, Function, and Future. Report for Master of Social Work Program, 
Portland State University, 1974. 

Brunner, William Lewis. The Development of Federal Public Housing Policies and the Housing Authority of 
Portland, Oregon. B.A. Thesis, Reed College, Political Science Dept.,  

Bryans, Andrew Nils. The Response to Left-Wing Radicalism in Portland, Oregon, from 1917 to 1941. M.A. Thesis, 
Portland State University, Dept. of History, 2002. 

Buan, Carolyn M. Darkness to Dawn: Electricity Takes Charge!  [Portland]: Washington County Historical Society, 
1989. Guide to exhibit sponsored by Portland General Electric, June1989 - June 1990, Washington County 
Museum. 

Buchanan, Roger B. Dock Strike: History of the 1934 Waterfront Strike in Portland, Oregon. Everett, WA: Working 
Press, 1975. 



History of Portland and Oregon 

Portland Bureau of Planning  Revised 09/10/2008 5 

Buerger, Catherine F.  Is "Smart Growth" Smart?: Health Effects of Urban Renewal in Portland, Oregon. M.A. Thesis, 
Oregon State University, Applied Anthropology, 2007. 

Buhl, Laura. The Impact of Transportation Developments on Urban Form and Society in Portland, Oregon, 1851-1990. 
M.C.R.P. Thesis, University of Oregon, Dept. of Planning, Public Policy and Management, 2000. 

Buhler, Julie Lorana. The Civil Rights Movement in Portland, Oregon, 1955-68. B.A. Honors Thesis, University of 
Oregon, Dept. of History, 1983. 

Bunzel, Marietta E. Acculturation among the Austrian Refugees of Portland, Oregon. B.A. Thesis, Reed College, 
Sociology Dept., 1948. 

Bureau of Municipal Research. Organization and Business Methods of the City Government of Portland, Oregon. [New 
York? 1913]. 

Cabell, Mrs. Henry F. and Mrs. Benjamin M. Reed, comps. Portland Garden Club: The First Fifty Years, 1924-1974. 
[Portland: Portland Garden Club, 1974]. 

Callihan, Margaret Ross. A History of St. Helen's Hall. M.S. Thesis, University of Oregon, School of Education, 1941. 

Campbell, John Washburn. A Study of the Iron Fireman Manufacturing Company, Portland, Oregon. B.A. Thesis, Reed 
College, Economics Dept., 1943. 

Campos, Laura. The Portland Planning Commission: An Historical Overview. Portland: City of Portland, Bureau of 
Planning, 1979. 

Casey, Helen Marie. Portland Compromise: The Colored School, 1867 –1872. Portland: Portland Public Schools, 
Public Information Department, 1980. 

Cates, Barbara Elizabeth. Behind the Industrial Façade: An Exploration of Urban Revitalization and Migration in Portland, 
Oregon's Pearl District. M.A Thesis, University of Oregon, Dept. of Geography, 2005. 

Chamberlin, Clara Wilkins. Survey of Juvenile Delinquency in Portland from September 1, 1929, to June 1, 1930. 
[Eugene, 1931]. 

Chamberlain, P. B. A Sermon on Secret Societies; Preached in Portland, Oregon, Oct. 31, 1858. Portland: Pacific 
Christian Advocate Press, 1858. 

Chambers, Thomas Allan. Financing Catholic High Schools in Portland, Oregon: A Case Study. Ph.D. Thesis, University 
of Oregon, Dept. of Educational Policy, 1976. 

Chan, Jeanne. The Establishment of the Chinese Community with Special Reference to Portland, Oregon. B.A. Thesis, 
Reed College, History Dept., 1941. 

Chapman, Maude Davis. Sylvester Pennoyer, Governor of Oregon, 1887-1895. M.A. Thesis, University of Oregon, 
Dept. of History, 1943. 

Cheatham, Owen R. and Robert B. Pamplin. The Georgia-Pacific Story. New York: Newcomen Society in North 
America, 1966. 

Christophersen, Kristin Aman. Portland's Prostitution-Free Zone Ordinance: The Social Construction of Prostitution as a 
Social Problem. M.S. Thesis, Portland State University, Dept. of Sociology, 1998. 

Chronicle of St. Johns Shipyards. Portland, Oregon: Grant Smith-Porter Ship Company, 1918. 

Clark, Hugh. Portland's Chinese: The Early Years. Portland: Center for Urban Education, 1978. Rev. ed. 

Clary, Solona. A Follow-up Study of the Graduates of the High School of Commerce, Portland, Oregon: 1927-1930 
Inclusive. M.A. Thesis, University of Oregon, 1933. 

Clawson, Augusta H. Shipyard Diary of a Woman Welder. New York, Penguin Books, 1944. 
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Cliff, Ramona. Historical Aspects of Indian Life and their Effects on the Urban Indian. M.S.W. practicum report, 
Portland State University, 1976. 

Cline, Robert Scott. Community Structure on the Urban Frontier: The Jews of Portland, Oregon, 1849-1887. M.A. 
Thesis, Portland State University, 1982. 

Clock, Paul Michael. The Saga of Pacific Railway & Navigation Co.: Punk Rotten & Nasty. [Portland: Corbett Press, 
2000]. 

Cloninger, Avery M. Port Development of Portland Oregon. M.B.A. Thesis, University of Oregon, School of Business 
Administration, 1941. 

Codey, Delina Geneal. Victims, Whores, Mental Delinquents and Sexual Deviants: A History of Prostitution, Morality, and 
the Construction of Legitimate Sexuality in Portland, Oregon, 1851-1950. B.A. Thesis, Reed College, History 
Dept., 1996. 

Conn, Jeffrey C. Portland Dialect Study: The Story of /æ/ in Portland. M.A. Thesis, Portland State University, Dept. of 
Applied Linguistics, 2000. 

Connelly, James T. A Century of Teaching, Faith, and Service: The University of Portland, 1901-2001. Portland: 
University of Portland Press, 2001.   

Consumers' League of Oregon, Social Survey Committee. Report of the Social Survey Committee of the Consumers' 
League of Oregon on the Wages, Hours and Conditions of Work and Cost and Standard of Living of Women Wage 
Earners in Oregon with Special Reference to Portland .... Portland: Keystone Press, 1913. 

Contemporary Crafts Association. 3934 Corbett: Fifty Years at Contemporary Crafts. Portland: Contemporary 
Crafts Association, 1987. 

Cook, Robert Vernon. Public Policy of the Oregon Journal from 1902 to 1909. B.A. Thesis, Reed College, Political 
Science Dept., 1948. 

Council for Economic and Social Research of Portland. One Year's Study of the Economic and Social Problems of Our 
Time. [Portland: Council for Economic and Social Research of Portland, 1934?]. 

Counsman, Gretchen et al. Report on Adult Prostitution in Portland. Portland: City Club of Portland, 1984. 

Cox, Ronald. Empirical Analysis of Differential Values for Single Family Houses in Multnomah County. B.A. Thesis, Reed 
College, Dept. of Economics, 1972. 

Cubberley, Ellwood Patterson. The Portland Survey: A Textbook on City School Administration Based on a Concrete 
Study. Yonkers-on-Hudson, NY: World Book Co., 1915. 

Currey, Jesse Albert. Portland Roses: History, Planting, Cultivation. Portland: Portland Rose Society, 1923. 

Dalton, John B. Marriage, Ethnicity and Persistence in Portland, Oregon, 1860-1880. B.A. Thesis, Reed College, 1972. 

Dan E. Clark II & Associates. Portland Housing Survey: Condition of Present Housing, Demand for Future Housing. 
[Portland:] Dan E. Clark II & Associates, 1950. Sponsored by City of Portland. 

Dana, Marshall N. Newspaper Story: 50 Years of the Oregon Journal, 1902-1952. Portland: Oregon Journal, 1951. 

Davis, Marguerite Norris and Cecil R. Tulley. The Building of a Community: Multnomah. Portland: Cecil R. Tulley, 
1976. 

Day & Zimmermann. Survey of the Industrial Activities and Resources and of the Proposed Establishment of an Industrial 
District in Portland, Oregon. Philadelphia, Day & Zimmermann, 1930. Report to the Portland Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Deady, Matthew P. Pharisee Among Philistines: The Diary of Judge Matthew P. Deady, 1871-1892. Malcolm Clark, Jr., 
Ed. Portland: Oregon Historical Society, 1975. 
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Dean, Alan. Personnel Administration in the Municipal Government of Portland, Oregon. B.A. Thesis, Reed College, 
Political Science Dept., 1941. 

Dearborn, Mary V. Queen of Bohemia: The Life of Louise Bryant. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1996. 

DeBra, Edward Balloch. An Injury to One: The Politics of Racial Exclusion in the Portland Local of the International 
Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union. B.A. Honors Thesis, University of Oregon, Dept. of History, 
1992. 

Del Conte, Michele. Italian Immigration to Portland, Oregon, 1900-1930. Ph.D. Thesis, Washington State University, 
1995. 

De Leeuw, Frank and Raymond J. Struyk. Urban Institute Housing Model I: Application to Portland, Oregon. 
Washington: Urban Institute, 1973. 

DeMarco, Gordon. A Short History of Portland . San Francisco: Lexicos, 1990. 

Deming, Jonathan C. Intraurban Office Location and Rent Formation: A Study of FIRE Employment in Portland, Oregon. 
Ph.D. Thesis, University of Oregon, Dept. of Economics, 1979. 

Demonstration. Volume twelve, number five, May 1923, Portland Number. Syracuse, NY: L.C. Smith & Bros. 
Typewriter Co., 1923. Corporate magazine, issue devoted to Portland. 

Denfeld, George A. 65 Years, Lives and Legends in Upper Sandy Boulevard, 57th to 82nd. [Portland]: George Denfield, 
1985. 

Dever, Lem A. Confessions of an Imperial Klansman: Hot Tar and Feathers. Portland: 1924. 

Dewhirst, William Augustus. History Teaching in the Portland High School from 1880 to 1905. M.A. Thesis, 
University of Oregon, School of Education, 1929. 

Dietsche, Robert. Jumptown: The Golden Years of Portland Jazz, 1942-1957. Corvallis: Oregon State University 
Press, 2005. 

Dillon, Lee A. The Portland Public School System from 1873 to 1913. M.A. Thesis, University of Oregon, School of 
Education, 1928. 

Dimon, Elizabeth F. 'Twas Many Years Since:’ 100 Years in the Waverly Area, 1847-1947. Milwaukie, OR: E.F. 
Dimon, 1981. 

DiVincenzo, Richard. Linnton: A Town Too Tough to Die. [Portland?: R. Divincenzo,] 2002. 

Dodds, Gordon B. The College That Would Not Die: The First Fifty Years of Portland State University, 1946-1996. 
Portland: Oregon Historical Society Press, 2000. 

—— and Craig E. Wollner, with the assistance of Marshall M. Lee. The Silicon Forest. Portland: Oregon Historical 
Society Press, 1990. 

Dodds, Linda and Carolyn M Buan. Portland: Then & Now. San Diego: Thunder Bay Press, 2001. 

Donnelly, Robert C. Corrupting Portland: Municipal Corruption, Organized Crime, and the Teamsters Union in a Post-
World War II City. Ph.D. Thesis, Marquette University, History, 2004. 

——. Postwar Vice Crime and Political Corruption in Portland. M.A. Thesis, Portland State University. Dept. of 
History, 1997. 

Doyle, Carey Emelita. The Streets and Straits of Space: Latino Day Laborers in Portland, Oregon. B.A. Thesis, Reed 
College, Division of History and Social Sciences, Anthropology Dept., 2001. 

Doyle, Judith Helene. Desegregation, Integration and the Charter of Portland Public Schools. M.A. Thesis, Oregon State 
University, Interdisciplinary Studies, 1983. 
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Duniway, Abigail Scott. "Yours for Liberty:" Selections from Abigail Scott Duniway's Suffrage Newspaper. Edited by Jean 
M. Ward & Elaine A. Maveety.  Corvallis: Oregon State University Press, 2000. 

Duniway P.T.A. and Eastmoreland Neighborhood Association. Eastmoreland: "Forever Endowed with Wealth and 
Wisdom."  [Portland]: Duniway P.T.A. and Eastmoreland Neighborhood Association, 1977. 

Economics Research Associates. Community Economic Impact of the Marine Terminals of the Port of Portland. Los 
Angeles: Economics Research Associates, 1976. 

——. Community Economic Impact of the Swan Island Ship Repair Yard. Los Angeles: Economics Research 
Associates, 1976. 

Edwards, Margaret Watt. From Horse and Buggy to Men on the Moon. Portland: Binford & Mort, 1995. 

East, Allan. A History of Community Interest in a Juvenile Court: Positive and Negative Manifestations during the Period 
1885-1942 in Multnomah County, Oregon. Portland: Oregon Probation Association, 1943. 

Egan, Michael. “That's Why Organizing Was So Good," Portland Longshoremen, 1934: An Oral History. B.A. Thesis, 
Reed College, History Dept., 1975. 

Eigo, George. A Market for the City: The History of Portland's Public Markets.  Portland: Oregon Historical Society, 
2002. 

Ellis, Lucia. Cornerstone: The Story of St. Vincent, Oregon's First Permanent Hospital: Its Formative Years. Portland: St. 
Vincent Medical Foundation, 1975. 

——. The Saga of Ben Holladay: Giant of the Old West. New York: Hastings House, 1959. 

Elwell, E. H. Proceedings of the Railroad Convention at Portland, Oct. 14, 1852. Portland: Harmon & Williams, 1852. 

Engeman, Richard H. And So Made Town and Country One: The Streetcar and the Building of Portland, Oregon, 1872-
1920. B.A. Thesis, Reed College, 1969. 

Ennis, Sally Jeanne. Comparative Study: San Francisco Chronicle, Portland Oregonian. B.A. Honors Thesis, University 
of Oregon, School of Journalism, 1964. 

Ermenc, Christine, ed. Voices of Portland. [Portland]: Neighborhood History Project, 1976. 

Evans, David Lloyd. The History and Significance of the Portland Newspaper Strike. M.A. Thesis, University of 
Washington, 1966. 

Evans-Hatch, Gail and D. Michael Evans-Hatch. The Development of Sellwood-Moreland: History Context Statement of 
the Sellwood-Moreland Neighborhood, Portland, Oregon. Silverton, OR: Evans-Hatch & Associates, 1999. 

Ewing, Terri. Hidden Hills, Hidden Meanings: A Neighborhood Study. M.U.S. Thesis, Portland State University, Dept. 
of Urban Studies and Planning, 1993. 

Facts for the People of Portland Relating to the Levee Case. Portland: 1860. 

Faith, Emerson. Modern Art Hits Stumptown: Sally H. Lewis and Vanguard Exhibitions at the Portland Art Museum, 
1911-1924. M.A. Thesis, University of Oregon, Dept. of Art History, 1997. 

Famous Families and Their Work. [Portland]: Edward Holman & Son, 1930. 

Feary, Amelia Ann. The Origin and Development of Family Social Work in Portland, Oregon. M.S. Thesis, University of 
Oregon, Dept. of Sociology, 1936. 

Feller, Daniel M. Get a Job: Occupational Structure and Social Mobility in Portland, Oregon, 1860-1880. B.A. Thesis, 
Reed College, American Studies, 1972. 

Fern, Kim and Erin Yankee. Portland Radical History Bike Tour. [Portland: Kim Fern], 2002. Sound recording. 

First Christian Church. Seventy-Five Rewarding Years: A History of First Christian Church, Portland, Oregon. Portland: 
[s.n.], 1955. 
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First National Bank. Step by Step for 65 Years. [Portland: First National Bank, 1930]. 

First National Bank of Oregon. First National Bank West of the Rockies. Portland: First National Bank of Oregon, 
[192-?]. 

First Presbyterian Church. A Pioneer Church: The First Seventy-Five Years of the First Presbyterian Church, Portland, 
Oregon, 1854-1929. [Portland: Berncliff Printers, 1929]. 

——. History and Directory of the First Presbyterian Church, Corner of Adler and Tenth streets, Portland, Oregon .... 
[Portland: First Presbyterian Church], 1889. 

Fitzgerald, Martin E., ed. Sixty Milestones of Progress, 1859-1919, Ladd & Tilton Bank, Portland, Oregon. Portland: 
Printed by James, Kerns & Abbott Company for Ladd & Tilton Bank, 1919. 

Flood, Gerhard Ragnvald. History and Educational Program of the Portland Labor College. .M.S. Thesis, Oregon State 
College, 1941. 

Forbes, Mary D. Report of a Survey of Public Health Nursing, Multnomah County, Oregon, 1942. [Portland?: 1942?]. 

Foster, Forrest Lloyd. The Port of Portland: Its History, Growth, and Development. B.A. Thesis, Reed College, 
Economics Dept., 1922.  

Fowler, William A. The Competitive Position of the Port of Portland. M.B.A. Thesis, University of Oregon, School of 
Business Administration, 1927. 

——. Portland's Share in Export Traffic from North Central United States to Trans-Pacific Markets. Eugene: University 
of Oregon, 1930.  University of Oregon Studies in Business, no. 7. 

Francis, C. Edwin. Waverly Country Club: 1896-1996. Portland: Waverly Country Club, 1996. 

Franks, Lynda. Revisiting Invasion-Succession: Social Relations in a Gentrifying Neighborhood. M.S. Thesis, Portland State 
University, Dept. of Sociology, 2005. 

Freeman, Professor [Bernard Freimann]. Freeman of Stamboul: Being the Memoirs of Professor Freeman. Sydney, 
Australia: Angus & Robertson, 1934. 

Freemasons, Willamette Lodge, No. 2. Willamette Lodge, No. 2, A.F. & A.M., 1850-1900. Portland: J.R. Rogers, 
1901. 

Frewen, T. A. Fifty Years of Plumbing in Portland. Portland: Portland Master Plumbers Association, 1934. 

Fry, Peter Finley. Movers and Stayers in Portland, Oregon's Central Eastside Industrial District. Ph.D. Thesis, Portland 
State University, Urban Studies, 1999. 

Fujii, Toshimasa. The Degree of Acculturation and Success Patterns in Three Generations of the Japanese Americans in 
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Winther, Oscar Osburn and Richard A. Van Orman. A Classified Bibliography of the Periodical Literature of the Trans-
Mississippi West, 1811-1967. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1961. 
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Wright, Frances Valentine, ed. Who's Who Among Pacific Northwest Authors. [Missoula, MT]: Pacific Northwest 
Library Association, Reference Division, 1969. 2nd ed.  

Yoshitomi, Joan et al. Asians in the Northwest: An Annotated Bibliography. Seattle: Asian Studies Program, University 
of Washington, 1978. 

Zeman, Scott C. Chronology of the American West: from 23,000 B.C.E. through the Twentieth Century. Santa Barbara: 
ABC-CLIO, 2002.  

 
Portland & Pacific Northwest “Mug Books” 
 
These historical and biographical reference works were usually funded through paid subscriptions and relied 
heavily on information provided by the individuals or businesses featured in them.  Though they contain useful 
information, they should be treated with caution, especially the often separate "biographical" sections or 
volumes, as they can be overly flattering in tone and generally avoid subject matter that might have shed negative 
light on prominent institutions, individuals and subscribers. 
 
Gaston, Joseph. Portland, Oregon It's History and Builders, 3 vols.. Chicago: S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1911.  

Volumes 2 and 3 (“Biographical”). 

Hines, Harvey Kimball. An Illustrated History of the State of Oregon. Chicago: Lewis Publishing Co., 1893. 

History of the Bench and Bar of Oregon. Portland, Oregon: Historical Publishing Co., 1910. 

Lockley, Fred. History of the Columbia River Valley from The Dalles to the Sea. Chicago: S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 
1928. Volumes 2 and 3 (“Biographical”). 

History of the Pacific Northwest: Oregon and Washington. Portland, Oregon. North Pacific History Company, 
1889. 

Portrait and Biographical Record of Portland and Vicinity, Oregon. Chicago: Chapman Publishing Company, 1903. 

Portrait and Biographical Record of the Willamette Valley. Chicago: Chapman Publishing Co., 1903.  

Portland, The Rose City: Pictorial and Biographical. Chicago: S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1911. 

Portrait and Biographical Record of Western Oregon. Chicago: Chapman Publishing Company, 1904. 

Scott, Harvey. History of Portland, Oregon with Illustrations and Biographical Sketches of Prominent Citizens and 
Pioneers. Syracuse, New York: D. Mason & Co., 1890. Biographical “Men of Portland” section. 

 
Portland City Directories 
 
City directories provide a wealth of historical information, including summaries of contemporary events, 
economic data, illustrations, advertisements, and classified lists of businesses, institutions and residents, with 
addresses.  They have been issued in Portland more-or-less annually since 1863 by the following publishers: 
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S. J. McCormick:  1863 - 1869, 1871 - 1875, 1877 - 1880 
L. Samuel:  1873[?] - 1875[?] 
A. G. Walling:   1876 
F. L. McCormick:  1881 
J. K. Gill:   1882 - 1884 
R. L. Polk:   1885 -  

 
A variety of other directories contain sections devoted to Portland, for example those that cover groups of 
Oregon and Pacific Coast cities, such as the Classified Business and Combination Telephone Directory of Portland and 
Neighboring Cities and Towns in Oregon and Washington, published by the Foster Directory Company in the early 
20th century. Specialized directories are also helpful, for example the Wells, Fargo & Company Directory of Chinese 
Business Houses: San Francisco, Sacramento, Oakland, San Jose, Marysville, Los Angeles, Portland, Virginia City, Victoria, 
1878-1882.  Related sources such as street directories, reverse directories, blue books, club and “society” 
directories have valuable information sometimes overlooked by researchers concentrating on the more familiar 
standard City Directories. 
 
 
Local History Methods & Practices 
 
The following works may assist those who are unfamiliar with the methodologies of historical research and 
writing.  David Kyvig and Myron Marty’s Nearby History: Exploring the Past Around You and the books in the 
Nearby History Series, published by American Association for State and Local History and the AlataMira Press, 
are particularly useful starting places for people learning to explore the history of their local environment. 
 

Alderson, William T. and Shirley Payne Low. Interpretation of Historic Sites. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 
1996.  2nd rev. ed. 

Archibald, Robert R. A Place To Remember: Using History to Build Community. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 
1999. 

Brundage, Anthony. Going to the Sources: A Guide to Historical Research and Writing. Wheeling, IL: Harlan Davidson, 
2002. 3rd ed. 

Butchart, Ronald E. Local Schools: Exploring Their History. Nashville: American Association for State and Local 
History, 1986. Nearby History Series, No. 1. 

Carter, Thomas and Elizabeth Collins Cromley. Invitation to Vernacular Architecture: A Guide to the Study of Ordinary 
Buildings and Landscapes. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2005. 

Danzer, Gerald A. Public Places: Exploring Their History. Nashville: American Association for State and Local 
History, 1987. Nearby History Series, No. 3. 

Ellsworth, Linda. The History of a House: How to Trace It. Nashville: American Association for State and Local 
History, 1976. 

Furay, Conal and Michael J. Salevouris. The Methods and Skills of History: A Practical Guide. Wheeling, IL: Harlan 
Davidson, 2000.  2nd ed. 

Green, Betsy J. Discovering the History of Your House and Your Neighborhood. Santa Monica, CA: Santa Monica Press, 
2002. 

Howe, Barbara J. et al. Houses and Homes: Exploring Their History. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 1997. 
Nearby History Series, No. 2. 

Howell, Martha C. and Walter Prevenier. From Reliable Sources: An Introduction to Historical Methods. Ithaca, NY: 
Cornell University Press, 2001. 

Kammen, Carol. On Doing Local History. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 2003.  2nd ed. 

——, ed. The Pursuit of Local History: Readings on Theory and Practice.. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 1996. 
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—— and Norma Prendergast. Encyclopedia of Local History. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 2000. 

Keating, Ann Durkin. Invisible Networks: Exploring the History of Local Utilities and Public Works. Malabar, FL: Krieger 
Publishing, 1994. 

Kerr, K. Austin, Amos J. Loveday and Mansel G. Blackford. Local Businesses: Exploring Their History. Nashville: 
American Association for State and Local History, 1990. Nearby History Series, No. 5. 

Kyvig, David and Myron A. Marty. Nearby History: Exploring the Past Around You.  Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira 
Press, 2000.  2nd ed.  

Marius, Richard and Melvin E. Page. A Short Guide to Writing About History. New York: Pearson/Longman, 2007. 6th 
ed. 

McDowell, W. H. Historical Research: A Guide. Harlow, UK; New York: Longman, 2002. 

McFadden, David L. “Legal Research for Historians.”  Western Legal History, 10, 1 and 10, 2. 

National Endowment for the Humanities. My History is America’s History: 15 Things You Can Do To Save America’s 
Stories. Washington, DC: National Endowment for the Humanities, 1999. 

Neumann, Thomas William and Robert M. Sanford. Cultural Resources Archaeology: An Introduction. Walnut Creek, 
CA: AltaMira Press, 2001. 

Schell, Ernest H. "Tracing the History of an Old House." Early American Life (October 1981): 32, 95-99, 104. 

Sommer, Barbara W. and Mary Kay Quinlan. The Oral History Manual. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 2002. 

Williams, Robert Chadwell. The Historian’s Toolbox: A Student’s Guide to the Theory and Craft of History. Armonk, 
NY: M.E. Sharpe, 2007. 2nd ed. 

Wind, James P. Places of Worship: Exploring Their History. Nashville: American Association for State and Local 
History, 1990. Nearby History Series, No. 4. 

 

— Compiled by: Nicholas T. Starin, City Planner II, Historic Resources Program 
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Washington Street, ca.1930s SE 82nd and Powel, 1937 
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