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Portland is a young c'ity and its history spans little more than a century.
As a result, its neighborhoods are outstanding visual records of the his-
torical growth of the city and its assimilation of ear'ly suburbs and towns.
in an effort to preserve that heritage for the education and enjoyment of
the citizenry, the Portland Historical Landmarks Commission has active'ly
promoted the preservation of these resources.

In addition to the nearly'170 individual buildings and sites designated by

the City as historical landmarks, the City has recentìy desìgnated two

downtown areas as historic districts and two neighborhoods as historic coh-

servation districts. Such designat'ion carries protection from the effects
of unauthorized change to buildings and areas. The more recent actions
reflect a growing awareness of the need to conserve more than individual
buì ldings or sites.

Seeking further conservatìon of those historic structures and neighborhoods

which remain, the Commission 'is preparing a comprehensive, city-wide sur-
vey and inventory of Portland's historic resources. This document js the
first ìn a series of interim reports necessary to comp'lete the inventory.
In this report, l6 districts are'identified as having historical value to
the city and can be labeled at this stage of the inventory as potential
historic conservation districts. These areas were selected primarily as

collections of individual properties and features, which although often
s'ingularily unremarkable, are comb'ined in an ensembìe representative of a

distinctive period in Portland's history or whjch typ'ify a.unique Portland
qual i ty.

This grouping was selected by staff from a list of near'ly 50 areas initia'lly
ìdentified in a report entitled Preservation Options for Portland Neighbor-
hoods, a 1975 study completed by Alfred M. Staehli, AIA, and funded by the
National Endowment for the Arts. Us'ing a composite rating system, a'll 50



areas were ind'ividua'lly evaluated and scored by staff to deve'lop priority
ratings for preliminary analysis and possible district designation. These
l6 areas represent the upper one thìrd of those finding.

Each of the 16 districts was then surveyed and researched by staff. The

results of this research are discussed in a section devoted to each dis-
trict, divided into four parts: l) a brief history illustrating the de-
velopment of each district,2) a map delineating potential boundaries for
a conservation distrìct, 3) a pneliminary inventory of historical'ly and

architecturally signìficant structuresn and 4) a bib'liography for further
research. As mentioned beforehand, this ljsting is by no means cornplete.
Additional sites and districts will be added to the inventory as the survey
continues and will be included in supp'lementary documents.

This report is intended to serve as a stimulus for addìtiona'l study'lead'ing
to possible district designations for additional neighborhoods or other
prOgrams to retain the individuaìity of Portlandrs neighborhoods. When com-

pleted, the city-wide inventory wilì be one of the elements of Portland's
comprehensive plan for historic preservation - a multi-faceted program to
protect and enhance the city historic resources utiìizing the combined

efforts of private citizens and institutions as well as government.
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The present neighborhood of E'liot roughly, conta'ins the remaining structures

from the industrial cornmunity of Albina" 0f Portlandrs peninsular neigh-

borhoods, Albìna has endured the most radl'cal changes to its social and

physical character. Before its consolidatìon jn lB9l with Portland and

East Portland, Albina was one is a series of independe river towns seek-

ing promìnence on the Willamette. After consolidation, the area developed

into the c'ity's foremost rail oriented industrial community.

In April,1852, James L. Loring settled upon and filed a Donation Land

Claim for the land on the eastern bank of the W'illamette near the site of
the present Fremont Bridge. A few weeks before he died, Loring perm'itted

Joshua and Sara Deìay onto his land as tenants. Upon Loring's death, the

Delays moved ìnto his house, denied ever havìng known Loring and filed a

Donation Land Claim of their own for the same pìot. To add to the legal

problems, before finalization of the Delay c1aim, both the Delays died.

In turn, both parties were granted title to the same parcel leading to a

ìong court battle w'ith the case decided for the Delays.

Between 1869 and 1872, the inmediate area of the Delay parce'l which was to
soon become Albina was purchased for $5,600 by Ii'Jilliam W. Page, George H.

Ì^lilliams, and Edwin Russelì, all prominent Portland businessmen. Page was

a prominent attorney, Russell was the branch manager of the Bank of Brit-
ish Columbia, and hlilliams was a former U.S. Senator and Attorney General

for Ulysses S. Grant.

In 1872, ll'lìll'iams laid out the genera'l d'imens'ions of the new tract and

fi I ed the pl at the fol I owi ng year. Russel I and li'li 1 I i ams then named the

new development "Albina" after Page's wife and daughter. At that time,

the area was practica'lly a pastoral wilderness without any graded streets.

Beyond it to the east and north, the land was heavi'ly forested. But be-

fore any reaì development of the land occurred, Russell was forced into

bankruptcy due to the failure of other financial ventures and he sold his



interests to James B. Montgomery and I'lilliam Reid, financiers familiar
with railroad and shipping development.

Starting'in 1873, industries were gradua'lìy introduced to Albina as a saw-

mill and shjpbuì'ling yard were built along the riyerts edge. The c'ity's
developers qu'ickly envisioned Albina swallowing up Portland, especiaììy
since this was right after the fire of 1873, which had destroyed the ma-

jority of Portland's business district. As a resu'lt, rea'l estate sales
on the peninsula boomed.

Few, if any, tov'lns in 0regon mushroomed as rapidly as Albjna. In 1880 the
population had yet to reach 150, but by 1888, the year afterits ìncorpora-
tion, the popuìation numbered almost 3,000. As had been the case with East

Portland, the primary stimulant for such growth was the railroad. Foremost

in AlbÍna was the 0regon Railway and Navigation Company which by lB85 had

become the most powerfuì corporation affecting Portìand. Led by d'irectors
Henry Failing and hlilìiam S. Ladd, the company soon came to dominate Albina,
primariìy through its land holding subsidaries. In real estate alone, the

0R & N owned over .10,000 feet of waterfront property and controlled near'ly
40 city b'locks for track and terminal operations along Albinats streets.
Albinars main industry thus became the railroad yard which could count as

many as 900 cars a day through the city on a'labyrinth of sidings, car shops

and roundhouses.

Influence of private investment over public welfare in Albina had begun

almost as soon as the 0R & N gained control of the land. That company's

land holdings, the jnterrelationships of utilities and transit franchises,
not to mention the genera'l political manipulation on the part of Portland

businessmen, kept A'lbina heavily dependent on Portland for years. Consol-

idation strengthened these ties. Albina was in due course "chosen" by

Portland busìnessmen to become the industria'l foundation for their burgeon-

ì ng new c'i ty.

Before any bridges were built across the Willamette, the only connection

to Portland way by way of the ferry which landed near the base of Russe'll

Street. From the ferry landing, the narrov', gauge Portland and Vancouver
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Railway line began its run up to and a'long Union Avenue to the Columbia

River ferry crossing to Fort Vancouver. Later, with the construction of

the Steel and Morrison Bridges, streetcars connected Albina and east bank

of the penlnsula with Portland. The primary line serving Albina became

the Russell-shaver which began at Russell and Union Avenues, trave'led down

Russell to Williams across to Shaver and out to Overlook.

Bowing to pressure by the railroads and local realtors, the state legìsla-
ture in l89l permitted Albina to annex vacant peninsular territory that

was nine times larger than its original incorporated c'ity limìts - almost

the entire north peninsula. t¡lhen this was completed, Albina contaìned

more land than East Port'land and Portland combined. Only five months

later, consolidation of the three cities was completed" This left the

new city of Portland to prov'ide city services, pay off Albinars munic'ipaì

debts, and eventual'ly purchase the city's water company.

Until the turn of the century, Alb'ina consisted of three almost separate

communities: l) the low-lying riverside land which developed as industrial

land seryìng the railroads, 2) the central commercial strip which developed

along the streetcar lines, and 3) the adjoining resìdential hinterland on

the hillsides to the east. Lìke most developing cities, all of the three

sectjons contaìned the fu]'l range of buildings, from sìmp1e Pioneer styled

farmhouses to ornate Victorian mansions to handsome brick hote'ls and stores.

The industrìal area along the river's edge was developed by the Oregon

Rai'lway and Nav'igation Company pract'ical1y for their exclusive use. By

1909 five transcontinental rail lines ran through the heart of Albina and

were serviced by the ORN & C's rai'l yards. Streets were well paved and

the waterfront was lined with docks, flour mìlls, and graìn elevators.

Foremost among these dock structures was the seven story Portland Flour

Mjll. Albina still retains a large commercjal and manufacturing area

aìong the niver but the so'le remajnìng element left from its early period

is the Union Pacific steam power p'lant's smokestack. This structure was

built in 1887 and ìs a designated landmark.

The centrally located retail area was bound by Miss'iss'ippi and Williams

Avenue. By World l^lar I, Mississippi, Russelì, and ll'lilliams Avenues were
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so'lidly l'ined with three and four story brick commercial structures in rather
p'lain styles. Today, due to construction of the interstate road system and

the Emanual Hospital urban renewal project, practically all of these struc-
tures have been demolished. Those that remain are concentrated on lower

Russell Street between Interstate Avenue and the Interstate Freeway. These

include the Smithson Block at 923 N. Russell and the commercial buildings
at 855 and 92.l N. Russell.

As with most western corrnunities, the initial population of Albina was di-
verse, but construction of the rai'l shops triggered changes in the popula-

tion mix. Predominantly working c'lass Irish and Germans moved in as semi-

skilled jobs in the 0R & N rail yards became available. These groups occu-

p'ied the "cheap and temporary structures" hastily slapped together a'long.

the raìlroad tracks'in an area that soon came to be known as "Stringtown".
hJithin a few years Albina had become almost entire'ly a working class com-

munity, with most residents living primarily in small, cheap homes.

As the railroad yards and adjacent industrial districts expanded into the

residential areas, a helter-skelter mix of residential, conrnercial, and

industrial structures ensued. This tended to drive out the more affluent
managerial and business class and jn turn attracted a poorer class who

depended almost exclus'ive1y on the ra'ilroad for employment. Many of the

attractive cottages were divided up into apartments or fell into d'isrepair.
Perhaps the most striking structure remaining from these years is the l912

Albina library at 216 NE Knott. Built with Carnegìe fibrary funds, the

building was chosen in l9l9 by the Oregon Chapter of the American Institute
of Arch'itects as one of the cìty's ten most notable buildings.

The largest influx of black workers began short'ly before World I'lar I as the

cyclica'l patterns of minority inmigration continued. By ì906, most of
Oregonts 

.|,200 blacks were'lìving in Portland and mostly in Albina, since

it was one of the very few places in the city where blacks were allowed to

live and rent houses. After this initial flow, the next great influx of
low income persons happened just after World t¡Jar II when the publìc hous'ing

developments at Guilds Lake, Vanport, and Vancouver closed. As a result,
by 1957 over 50% of Portland's black population ljved in Albjna.
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In the recent past, there have been several attempts at redevelopment of

the area, most of which have produced little visible success. In .l969'

the Model Cit'ies Program concentrated on the Albina area and surrounding

neighborhoods by spending nearly $15 million for housing rehabilìtation
and publ'ic improvements. Most significant among these js the Emanuel

Urban Renewal Project fo'llowed by Eliot I (School District Distribution

Center), Eliot 2 (Elderly Housing) and Russell Street improvements. 0n

a negative note many of the Russell Street brick commerc'ial structures

have been demolished. A'lmost none of these buildings rema'in with the

exceptìon of the onion dome from the Hill Block which has been relocated

in Dawson Park. More recently, the Eliot Neighborhood Development Pro-

gram has attempted to improve the livabi'lìty of that neÍghborhood.

Yet what remains from the residential portion of Albina contains a firm

base for concentrating preservation efforts for the area. The area 'is

now predominant'ly residential and contains a'large number of turn of the

century residences, some dating from the 1880's, but few are in sound and

well maìntained cond'ition. These are generally concentrated between

I.lilljams and Union Avenues from NE Hancock to NE Fremont. Among the more

striking are the 1894 Yee res'idence at 202 NE Graham and the resi'dence at

82 NE Thompson

A'lthough historic preservation has not been in the forefront of plannìng

for Albina, the remaining structures offer a good foundat'ion upon which

to bu'ild. A map delineating a potential conservation djstrict and a

pre'liminary inventory of signifìcant structures follows.

11





L_.1 L_l

7Z/'ll
E

[fl
ffi

E, Stanton St,
N. Stanton St

.9
c
f
ui
z

Proposed District Boundaries OOO
Areas of Historical Significance I

13

ALBINA





Preliminary Inventory
Structures of Historical or Architectural Sign'ificance

Bui I di ns

Power Substation
Conmercial Structure
Egyptian Theater

Commerci al Structure
Albi na Library
Commercial Bui lding

* Yee Res'i dence

Address Date

44 NE Knott

2403 NE Union

25ll NE Union

2603 NE Union

216 NE Knott 1912

2702 N. tlilliams
202 NE Graham 1894

2027 N. t^lilliams

2037 N. t,Jilliams

2118 N. Vancouver

27 NE Thompson

80 NE Thompson

I 26 NE Monroe

801 N. Russell 1894

855 N. Russell

921 N. Russell 1890

937 N. Russell 1895

1900 N. Interstate 1900

2137 N. Kerby

Immaculate Heart Church 2910 N. Williams
* Morningstar Bapt'ist Church 106 NE Ivy 't9l9

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Davis Block

Commercial Structure
Commercial Structure
Smithson Block

* Uni on Paci fi c Smokestack U . P. Rai lyards '1887

City l^later Bureau

Glass/Steel l,larehouse

* Portìand Historical Landmark
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The area in southeast Portland between lOth and 20th Ayenues from Burnside

to Hawthorne was originalìy the farms and orchards on the outskirts of the
growing city of East Portland, an ear'ly competìtor with Portland for com-

mercial preeminence on the l^ljllamette. Both Portland and East Portland
early sought the financìal gains that could be made in that posìtion. By
.l860 Portland had established itself as the dominant city due to the geo-

graphic adyantages of its natural harbor and its access to the Tualatin
Valley wheatfields. This hastened the development of Portland and restricted
that of the east bank.

James B. Stephens was one of the first permanent settlers on the east bank

when he started his farm near the river's edge in 1845. He soon established
his ferry at Stark Street and pìatted East Portland in the earìy 1850's.
0ther earìy settlers joining Stephens were the Burrell and Hawthorne families.
As more settlers arrived on the east bank, the development of a commercial

center sprouted up a'long Grand and Union Avenues. lr'lith the advent of a

"town", east side boosters mounted an aggressìve campaìgn to outstrip
Portl and.

The first step towards prom'inance was the capture of interstate rail service
for the eastside. Spurred by Ben Holliday's pol'itical and financial influ-
ence, the eastside in 1868 witnessed the construction of the Oregon and

California's Ì^l'illamette Va1ley line terminal in East Portland. This stim-
ulated a rapid pace of industrialization along the rail route. The pri-
mary impact of constructing such rajl-orjented industries as lumber and

flour m'ills and shipping facilitjes was that they spread eastward from the

river. In the process, earìy residential structures were squeezed out.
Replacement housing was generally constructed east of lOth Avenue - despite

the fact that no streets were 'improved past 12th.

By the 1880's the west s'ide Portland lowlands had become crowded with homes

and stores, making the open space of the east side more desirable for build-
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ing. The opening of the Morrison Bridge'in .1887 
and the generaì traffic

deck on the Steet Bridge in 1888 cleared the way for free access to devel-

opabìe east side lands. Prior to these dates, homes in East Portland were

limited generally to higher stretches of ridgeland along the rjver's edge.

This location, of course, also placed homes close to the rich, alluv'ia'l

farmlands along the riyerbank. Later homesteads were built on h'igher

ground following the pattern of natural ridges running north-south^ Both

of these locations gave settlers oftentimes dramatic vjstas to the river,
the mountains, and to Portland. 0f this area, Judge Mathew Deady prophe-

sied in ]866 that the area "...is destined at no distant day to furnish an

abundance of cheap and comfortable homes..."

Spurred by the development of steam and e'lectrically powered streetcar
systems, farmlands east of the Willamette became more accessibìe and thus

more valuable for homesites. Within the loose grid formed by donation

land claims, farmers sold off property in continua'lly smaller specuìative

chunks, These small areas were in turn independentìy platted'in the gen-

eral Portland manner of 200 by 200 foot blocks. Lots were qu'ickìy so'ld and

homes began to spring up.

Roads that heretofore had connected independent farms evolved into the maior

street system for the east s'ide. In the usual pattern, roads were gener-

ally located on the edges of donation land claims. In Buckman, which is

located at the intersection of the James Stephens, Seldon Murry, Jacob

Wheeler, and Timothy Sullivan donation land claims, the major streets became

Stark and 20th Avenue, which were the boundaries between the claims.

The first residential structures in Buckman were simple, wooden framed

structures sim'ilar in style and'layout to the farmhouse which had been

bui I t throughout the tJi 'l I amette Va1 
'ley. Usual ly austere and two s tory ,

the bui'ld'ings were typically more narrow than wjde. Any other type would

have required more than 50 foot frontage, necessitating the purchase of

two 'lots. Ornamentation was general'ly 'l'imìted to band sawn, open scroll
gabìe pieces and occassiona'l ornate gìass patterns.

Since streetcar lines in East Portland were constructed by private'land

developers to serve their subdivisions, the lines nadiated eastward from
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the river towards cheaper land. Buckman was first served by the Sunnyside

line constructed aìong Belmont Street in 1886 and the Mt. Tabor line was

built on Hawthorne in 1889. Later the East Ankeny line served the northern

edge of the neighborhood. Following qu'ickly on the heels of these lines
were the development of commercial strips and nodes at carline intersections.
The present commercial streets of Belmont, Stark, and Sandy bear witness to
this process.

By the time Portland and East Portland consolidated in l89l, Buckman was

housing a burgeoning residential quarter whose princ'ipal residents were

workers and craftsmen. Sìngle men, usually working for the railroads or the

mi1ls, lived in hotels and rooming houses in the commercial center along

Union and Grand Avenues. Working class fami'ljes usually lived in modest

homes or in a few isolated apartment buìldings. Judge Deady's prophesy was

com'i ng true.

After the'initjal development of modest single family homes, the next step

in the neighborhood's development was an introduction of affluence and the

redevelopment of the earliest homesìtes. Workers became managers and east-
side merchants were reap'ing profits. Larger two and three story homes were

constructed for these businessmen. Since the land south of Hawthorne Street
(t-a¿¿'s Addition) was held as farmland until after the turn of the century,

these new homes were bu'ilt in the corridor formed generally by Sullivan's
Gulch and Hawthorne Boulevard. Again, these homes were of wood construc-

tion, usually bujlt centrally on the lot, and observed common setbacks,

lending a simplifjed uniformity to the general layout of the district. Orna-

mentation was more elaborate than prev'ious'ly and enthusiastjc ìandscaping

stressed improvements to the street facades when front porches were still
outdoor l'iving areas. Gradual'ly overhead wiring began to creep into the

neighborhood as more affluence demanded more modern conveniences.

It wasn't unti'l after the turn of the century that its present name arose.

North Central School, originally at lZth and Burnside, was rebuilt in the

neìghborhood and renramed Buckman School. This was done to honor Cyrus

Buckman, a prominent horticulturist, City Council member, and booster of
pubìic educatjon. Ironica'lly, Buckman never lived in the neighborhood which
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bears his name. He actual'ly'lived north of Burnside, his'last home being

the present site of Benson Hìgh Schoo'l and Buckman Field.

Introduction and popu'larization of the automobile had major effects on the

area. In addjtion to crowding once relatively quiet streets, the major

streets were wìdened as a traffic safety measure, street trees were removed,

and neighborhood streets were reserved solely for the movement of autos.

Along these widened streets were buiìt duplexes and'large apartment build-
ings, a nev', introduct'ion to the ne'ighborhood.

During theì930rs the eastside wharves were demolished and new ohês corì-

structed north of downtown where the river was wider. As a result, support

activities relocated also and the east side was left with a good amount of
vacant buildings. Replacement of this riverside actìv'ity was slow and had

a depressing effect on the economy of the inner east s'ide. There was vir-
tualìy no major private construction'in the entire cìty until the war years.

War time industries in the city needed workers who in turn needed places to
live. As a result, many of the larger, single fami'ly homes were converted

into apartments and rooming houses. Most of these conversions exist today.

During the fiftjes and sjxties, the area fell into physìcal disrepaìr and

was once cons'idered as a possible urban renewal area. Polarization between
'long time residents and a h'ighly trans'ient population spf it the community

and quickened the process of deterioration and demolition by neglect. Rem-

nants of this are still visible in a large number of vacant lots and iso-
lated, boarded up buììdings. Most recently, the area has experìenced a

reversal of this trend. Homes are being fixed up and the area has been

rezoned to support lower densities and continued maintenance of the neigh-

borhood.

The imrediate east side does not contain any'large pubfic open spaces.

Lone Fir Cemetery remains the largest tract of open space in the community.

As PortlôDd's oldest cemetery, the cemetery has been in contìnual use since

1854. Many of the city's prominent citizens are buried there including Asa

Lovejoy, D.H. Lownsdale, James Hawthorne, James Stephens, and Governor

George Curry.
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Buckman offers one of the richest ensembles of late Victorian resìdences
jn the city. The area has many blocks and sections of streets almost com-

plete with lB80's, 1890's, and 1900's homes of excellent variety and

integrity. The inner blocks from 12th to 20th between Ankeny and Oak

Streets have good examples of simple, decorated Pioneer styled and Vic-
torian residences. Other fine examples of representatiye styles are

scattered throughout the neighborhood, such as the Judge t^l.D. Fenton

residence at 626 SE l6th Avenue, a designated landmark; and the Japanese

styled bungaìow at 235 SE 20th Avenue. A map delineating this potential
conservation district and a preììminary inventory of historical'ly and

architectural'ly significant structures follows.
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Inventory of Architectural

Bui I di ng

Hinson Baptist Church

3rd Church of Crist Scientist
Bì rrel I Res'i dence

Brick Resìdence

East Portland Library
Fenton Resi dence

Buckman School

Grace Truth Church

St. Francis Church

Res i dence

V'i ctori an Res i dence

Thompson Residence

Pioneer Residence

Victorian Residence

Victorian Residence

Victorian Residence

Res i dence

VFhJ Post

Res'i dence

V'i ctori an Res i dence

Classic Revival Residence

Victorian Residence

Victorian Residence

Credenza Residence

V'i ctori an Res i dence

P'i oneer Res i dence

Benson Res'i dence

Victonian Residence

V'i ctori an Res i dence

Vi ctonian Res'i dence

Vi ctorì an Res'i dence

Vi ctori an Resi dence

BUCKMAN

& Historical'ly Sign'ificant Structures

Address

ll37 SE 20th Avenue

1722 SE l'ladison

1324 SE l6rh
2712'SE Salmon

lll0 SE Alder

626 SE l6rh
320 SE l6th
420 SE 22nd

330 SE llrh
2.l08 SE Taylor
2036 SE Taylor
1007 sE lzrh
l2l6 SE Belmont

1232 SE Belmont

923 SE I 3rh

1728 SE Belmont

2539 SE Madison

2514 SE Madison

1408 SE 22nd

2136 SE Madison

1909 SE Madison

1324 SE Pine
.l336 

SE Pine

1535 SE Alder

534 SE I 9rh

601 sE lsth
1636 SE Morrison

1630 SE Morrison

l618 SE Morrison

2625 SE Stark

2ll6 SE Ankeny

2203 SE Pine

Date

l9t 0

1925

c1870

l9l I
l9l0
I 890

1921

I 885

I 938

l9l0
1892

1892

I 885

I 890

I 890

I 880

l9l0
1925

l9t 0

1 900
.l910

I 883

l9l0
I 890

cl 880

I 895

1 885

I 900

I 890
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Bui 'l di ng

Pioneer Residence

Japanese Bungalow

Neo Classic Residence

Victorian Residence

Victorian Residence

Victorian Residence

Victorian Residence

Neo Classical Apartment

Neo Classical Residence

Address

2606 SE Pi ne

235 SE 20rh

807 SE 28rh

1503 SE Belmont

1509 SE Beìmont

l517 SE Belmont

822 SE lSth Avenue

l5ll SE Morrison

1505 SE Morrison

Date

cl 885

l9l5
l9l0
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The blocks surrounding NW Fourth Avenue between Burnside and Glisan Streets

represent Porttand's last remaining true ethnic center. Known colloquia'l1y
as Chinatown, the area encompasses a diverse community with ties primariìy
now to China, but also to Japan and perhaps as many as a dozen Asian na-

tions. Since Orientals were prohibited from owning property in Portland's
earìy years, the history of this area is more the development of community

rather than the development of property. What remains of that conmunity

encompasses onìy that portion of the Chinese and Japanese community that
developed after the turn of the century.

Early Chinese immigration into Oregon can be traced near'ly a generation

prior to that of the Japanese. In the same year that Portland incorporated,
1851, the brig Amazon arrived from Whompoa, China carrying a cargo of sugar,

syrup and tea. Soon aften¡¡ards, hote'ls advertised not only Chinese goods

but also Chinese cooks. This arrival coincided with two other major events -

the discovery of gold in Oregonrs southern counties and the establìshment

of regular steamship service between Portland and San Ërancisco. All three

events cemented ties with the Chinese cornmunity then developing along the

west coast.

Aìthough the first Chinese immigrants sett'led initially near the Jackson-

v'ille gold sites, most eventual'ly settled in Portland. By 1860, a local

census revealed that out of a tota'l Portland population of 2,917,27 were

from China. Nearìy a]1 had settled within the waterfront area, generally

around Front Street and Yamhill. It was in this area that abundant jobs

were available 'in providing personal services to the shipping trades.

Chinese immìgratìon 'into Portland increased through the next three decades

as changes'in immigration laws permitted easier inrn'igratìon. Before .l868,

quant'itative restrictions were enforced upon those arriving from China, but

that year's signing of the Bur'l'ingame Treaty between China and the U.S. guar-

anteed free entrance and equal treatment for nationals of each country.

Before summer's end, several sh'ips had begun to brÌng Chìnese directly to
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Portland from Hong Kong. This was fundamental in Portland's deve'lopment

because such a rapidly developing city required large quantities of cheap

labor for railway and other large construction projects. Portland, enjoy-

ing its role as the]ead'ing city in the northwest, developed into a primary

port for ships sailing from China and San Francisco. Portland's waterfront
during the 1870's and 80's witnessed the welcomìng of thousands of Chinese

into the cìty and farewell on departing ships to China of hundreds more

going back to visit or retire.

During this stage of the city!s development, nearly all Chinese settlers
congregated near Portland's waterfront. This was based primarily on the

continued availabitity of Jobs, but was reinforced by racial hostility and

bigotry. Regarding their return to China certaìn, they moved into service

occupations to make quick money. They were willing to accept any iob at any

pay, often working 14 and 16 hour days. These iobs included houseboys,

dishwashers, laundrymen - jobs that others disdained, at least when times

were good. The number of hotels and boarding houses near the waterfront
further reinforced the 'location of their settlement. There appeared to be

a never ending need to suppìy quick, personal services in laundries, rest-
aurants, and gambìing houses.

A'long with the arrival of laborers, a number of Ch'inese merchants found their
way to Portland. These merchants proceeded to promote further importation

of Chinese laborers as more residents would create a demand for goods which

other rnerchants did not carry. Chinatown as a cornmunity began to emerge.

By the 1870's, the Chinese became the'largest ethnic group in Portland, their
community spreading from Ash to Salmon from Front to Third. At this time,

th'is area was on the fringe of Portland's commercial core.

Since Chinese inmigrants viewed their stay in Portland as temporary, they did

not construct buildings for their own use, but quite transformed the buildings

they occupìed, usualìy simple, two and three story brick structures. Street

scenes along Second Avenue were unique in Portland as facades were punctured

with large moon windows and the addition of striking verandas, balconies,

and religious figurines. Here they lived in tiny, div'ided rooms a'longside

cafes, stores, theatres, and gambling houses. Nor was a temp'le even cOn-

structed, but there was a community meet'ing place known as the Chìnese Joss
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House.located on Second Avenue.

Harvey Scott, the l9th century editor of The Oregonian, described the quarter
as it was in his day: "They are intenseìy oriental in their general air,
with piazzas of curved roofs, highly ornamented with ye'l'low, white and ver-
milion paint and paper g'lobes and gewgaws. Red paper inscribed with charac-

ters in black served as signs.".0n gaìa days the entire area is lit up by

lanterns or gaiìy ornamented with paper...one hears the thjn, peevish tones

of thejr flutes and fiddles, and the falsetto twang of their gongs...the long

rows of flowers of gaudy hue, and in the spring their basins or vases of
early blooming 1ilies.. ."

Increas'ing numbers of Chinese continued to immìgrate into the northwest un-

til rìots in various western states discouraged further settlement. Anti-
Chinese sentiment became a state-wide epidemic in California and spread to
the northwest'in the 1880!s. Chinese residents in Seattle were driven to
the waterfront and ordered to board a shjp for San Francisco. The Tacoma

Chinese community was driven out of town by a mob led by the mayor.

In Oregon, the inflamed reg'ion centered around Portland, namely Oregon City,
Albina, and Mt. Tabor, as raìds, arson and beat'ings became commonplace.

Sylvester Pennoyer was even elected Governor on an anti-Chinese plank. Vig-

ilante groups 1ed by the anti-Chinese League, warned the Chinese population

to leave Portland by ltlarch 24, 1886. But some Portland residents were not

of this emotion. Led by Mayor John Gates and businessman Henry Failing,
with the support of the local mi'litia, this group resisted such bigoted
actions and the Chinese were not ousted" Portland, as we1'l as the whole

state, became a refuge for persecuted Chinese looking for less hostile en-

virons. With an .1890 populat'ion of 5,184 in a city of 46,385, Portìand's
Chinatown housed the second'largest Ch'inese community in the United States.

Ch'inatown h,as no doubt an established part of the city, but even as the new

century dawned, Portland's Chinese resìdents remained outside the city's
social and poìitical mainstream.

As npntioned prev'iously, irnmigration of Japanese settlers to Portìand occurred

nearìy a generation after the first Chinese. This was the case because prior
to 1886, Japan was a closed nation and irnmigration was illega'l . The few
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Japanese that were ìiving in Portland before that date were most like'ly
sailors that had been shipwrecked or had jumped ship. After l8g6, Japan-
ese were perm'itted to inrmigrate but only after restrict'ive provisions had

been met, including educational, character, and monetary, trying to avo.id
some of the adverse reactions incurred during the social assimilation of
Chinese immigrants. As a general rule then, injtiaì Japanese immigrants
were better educated than the first Chinese immigrants.

Japanese immigrants also Ìnitia'lly viewed their journey as temporary and

found work on thè railroads, in canneries, and ìn performing personaì ser-
vices. Also like the Chinese inrnigrants, they encountered racial hostility.
This most sought to mitigate by adopt'ing western dress and custom. By lB9l,
the Japanese popu'lation numbered approximateìy '130. Half of these were

empìoyed in restaurants while the rest were identified with more question-
able if not illicit operations. Gradually these innrigrants began to realize
that they wished to settle permanent'ly in this country and began to build
foundations for future generat'ions, primarily by moving into farming occupa-

tions. The ìargest inf}ux of Japanese settlers came to this country during
the years from .1890 to 1920, most coming over to work on farms. By 1900

there were well over 1300 Japanese settlers in Oregon with well over half
working on farms. In the Portland area, they operated extensive farms in
east Muìtnomah County and around Hood River. But even though numbers of
Japanese worked on farms, they were never a large factor in farm emp'loyment

as they either operated their own farms or worked on farms owned by fel'low
Japanese.

The rennining half of the Japanese settlers generally settled in the downtown

waterfront area similar to the Chinese. Due to the trans'ient population at
that time centering general'ly in the Burnside area, this is where they gravi-
tated. It was estimated that in 1902 over 90 percent of the small hotels and

boarding homes were either owned or operated by Japanese, often a husband and

wife team. It was in this location that "Little Tokyo" developed, complete

with all the professions for a small community.

As primary transportation modes changed from water to rail to motor, the num-

ber of small hotels and transient services decreased in the waterfront area.

Thisdecreased the number of supporting services and the "need" for the Asian
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communìty to be located near the waterfront. Compounding this fact was the

continued development of Portland's commercial core. The city's first core,

the waterfront, was soon left behind and a new one was founded on SW Fourth

and Fifth, leapfrogging the Chinese community. When the rai'lroads built
Union Station at the northern end of downtown, it signaled a northward

shifting of the Asian community.

Portland's Japanese community inherited the base hostility reaped upon the

Chinese and continued to brew untiì it erupted at the begìnning of World hJar

II. Oregonts legislature in 1923 passed several bills t"estricting Japanese

ownership of land and commercial 'licensing. These were later ruled invalid
due to Japan's treaties with the U.S., but anti-Japanese sentiment continued

to escalate. 0n March 1, 1942, the western half of 0regon was designated as

a sensitive miìitary area from which all persons of Japanese ancestry would

have to be removed and interned in relocation camps. In this process nearìy
4,000 persons were removed to the Portland Livestock Hall where they remajned

for five months before being relocated to Mjnidoka Relocation Center in Idaho

or Tule Lake Re'location Center in California. In the process, bui'ld'ings

either owned on operated had to be sold or p'laced on'long term leases prior
to relocation. It was estimated that the Japanese cornmunity received only

ì0 percent of the true value of their ho'ldings. North of Burnside, the'ir
properties were pìcked up by others, most notably the Chinese, who then

opened up their own businesses and restaurants in what was formerly "Little
Tokyo".

After the end of the war, the Japanese returned to what had once been the'ir
home and felt no strong need to remain in the area. A slight breakdown in
racially restrictive real estate practices, plus for many, newly attained
profess'ional status, a'l'lowed res'idential relocation outside Chinatown into
previously all-white, middle-cìass parts of the city and suburbs. There-

fore, there was a natural, if very slow, process of assimilation and econom'ic

betterment among the Chinese and Japanese residents in Portland. Today,

very few old bachelors still live in Chinatown. If one tries to locate for-
mer residents in the metropoìitan area, he w'ill find that most are scattered

throughout the c'ity ìn all neìghborhoods.
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In 1961, plans were drawn up for the development of a new Chinatown near

the old, origina'l Chinatown on Second Avenue. To be constructed in a

single buiìdìng one block wÍde and three blocks deep, the structure would

have housed Chinese stores, restaurants, and other Asian shops, but never

materialized. And on August 2, .l964, 
The Oregonìan announced that, "the

curtain has dropped on Portlandts Chinatown with the sale of the last build-
ing housing Chinese establishments". The three story Cooks Block at St^l

Second and Oak was finaì1y razed for a parking ìot on Ju'ly .l5, 
1965.

l,'laterfront Chinatown is gone and for a visitor to the northwest edge of Skid-

more/0ld Town, the last remnants of Portland's Chinatown serve as one of the

few reminders of the cityìs Asian heritage" For most Chinese and Japanese,

these remnants represent the transition that they passed through years ago.

Yet these structures continue to function as a "locus" for the city's Asian

community and is deservÍng of protection and enhancement. A map delineating

the area of historical signìficance and an inventory of significant structures

follow.
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Preliminary Inventory
Structures of Historical or Architectural Significance

Structure Address Date

Consolidated Chinese
Benevo'lent Soci ety

New t^lah Îvlei Bìdg.

Hip Sing Bldg.

Konan Low 81dg.

Commercial B1dg.

Commercia'l Bldg.

Commerc'ial Bldg.

Yamaguchi Hotel

3.l5 Nt'l Davis

209 NÌ^l Third Ave.

211 Nl'J Thi rd Ave.

301 Nl¡l Fourth Ave.

201 NW Fourth Ave.

ll2 Nl^l Fourth Ave.

28 Ntd Fourth Ave.

430 Nl.l Fourth Ave.
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The Lair Hill and Corbett neighborhoods are remnants of what was once Port-
land's oldest and strongest ethnic con¡munity - South Portland. Today, most

of the Jewish and Italjan families are gone but for several succeeding gen-

erations of new arrivals, this area provided for all the needs for its resi-
dents - religious, soc'ia1, and economic. Above a'|1, it was a community of
diversity as homes mixed with shops, laborers lived next to'industrialists,
and over a dozen languages were spoken.

South Portland was one of the earliest settled areas in the city. In 1847

Elizabeth Caruthers and her son son Finice arrived fromTennessee and each

filed Donation Land Cla.ims for the west s'ide of the l¡Jillamette River sur-
rounding the present day Ross Island Bridge approaches. James Ten¡r'i1ìiger
arrived shortly afterwards and filed a claim for the land to the immediate

south. At that tjme, the natural topography was dominated by three major
elements: l) the West H'ills, whose toe is located approxìmately along Bar-
bur Boulevard, 2) an old, eroded river terrace which is relatìvely flat and

located below and east of the hills, and 3) the flood plain located'immedi-
ately adiacent to the Willamette River. Major gulches and streams were lo-
cated along Arthur, Grover, and Pennoyer Streets. Accord'ing to early rec-
ords, the Caruthers buj'lt their home on a rise overlooking the river, then
cleared and farmed the more fertile ìand on the flood pìain.

As more settlers arrived in the city (the populat'ion grew from 800 persons

in 1860 to 17,500'in l8B0), the Caruthers' land was p'latted and sold off
for development. Streets were laid out in the familiar 200 by 200 foot
grid pattern and lots were soon sold. Streets were then named for prom'i-

nent Portland busjnessmen and Oregon territorial and state governors. The

rich farmland along the river's edge soon gave way to sawmills and factories.

Construction of a railroad connecting the downtown wharfs to.the rich Tual-
atin Valley wheatfields was the fìrst major project to affect the area.
Built'in l868 over wooden trestles spann'ing the gulches, the line ran along
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the base of the West Hjlls where Barbur Blyd. is today. Macadam Ayenue,

which had been improved as a toll road Ìn 1862, had little physica'l effect
since it generally fo]lowed the natural topography aìong the riverrs edge.

Portlandrs commercial importance to the vaìley increased and South Portland

became important as a transportatìon "corridor" and developed into a lin-
eal community. This was reinforced when, jn 1887, the Portland and Ì,Jilla-
mette Val1ey Railroad opened its west bank line along the Willamette Rìver,

para'l I e'l i ng Macadam Avenue.

Construction ìn 1886 of Portland's first horse drawn street railway prim-

qrily shaped the built environment of South Portland. The horse drawn ljne
extended from the northwest residential district, down First Avenue through

the heart of Portlandrs conmercial core, ending at the corner of Fjrst and

Gibbs in South Portland. This line was later electrified and extended along

Corbett to Fulton Park, but along the first port'ion jn present day Lair Hill,
a wide variety of indigenous shops and institutions'located adjacent to the
route. Shops'like Hinrmelfarb's Grocery, Co'listro & Halperinrs Delicatessen,
qnd the Star Bakery flourished and were all wjthin easy walkjng distance of
South Portland homes.

South Portlandrs original popu'lation was strongly ethnic. As early as 1862,

the area had been viewed by Jews as a preferable location for a Jewish com-

munìty and the area became a settlement community for East European Jews and

Italian Catholics enrnigrating to America. Early residents spread the word

describing the opportunit'ies for work in nearby mills and later arrivals
were drawn toward the area by shared ties of culture and language. This

phenomenon was the foundation that saw the nejghborhood develop with an at-
mosphere not unlike European vi1'lages left behind.

By the turn of the century, the entire city was feeling the ìmpact of ex-

port'i ng Oregon I umber, wþeat', and other commod'i ti es . Immì grants conti nued

to flock to Portland and usually found a home in South Portland. Th'is sec-

ond wave of new arrivals formed in this area the city's more diverse cul-
tural neighborhood. Predominant were people of Jewish and Italìan back-

grounds, but French, Turkish, Sicilian, Asìan, and Black groups were also

in sizable numbers. Thìs pattern continued until the Depression. But
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newcomers had needs other than economic and jnstitutions grew up to help

ease the transition from old to new. The major focus in this respect was

Neighborhood House, built by the National Council of Jewish Women as the

first settlement house west of the Mississippi, where Engl'ish language'

cooking, and recreational classes were held in addition to health and baby

cljnjcs. Neighborhood House, a designated landmark, cont'inues today to

offer social and recreatìonal services to southwest Portland.

Stt"uctures housìng such a populace were as dìyerse as the people themselves'

Slmple pioneer sheds stood next to ornate Victotians which ìn turn stood

next to'large ma.nor houses. The Jargest estate is now Lair Hill Park.

Formerly owned by hli'l'liam Lair Hill, the attorney who codìf ied Oregon's

statutes and the father: of Portland's park system" When the park was dedi-

cated in'1928, ìt was named for hìm and the name came to denote that entire

neì ghborhood.

In the feW years following l^lor'ld ldar I, families that arrived pennìless be-

came established. Fru'it vendors began who'lesale markets, Junk peddlers

started salvage businesses, and corner shops expanded. A neighborhood com-

mercial strip developed along F'irst and Corbett Streets, As the economic

pos'ition of the immigrants became more Secure' they began to move away from

the nejghborhood, to Irv'ington or Laurelhurst or northwest Portland.

Untìl th'is point, changes affect'ing the neighborhood were primarily socìal.

But the ìntroduction of the automobile to the city changed o1d ways and el-

iminated neighborhood dependence on horsedrawn carts. Thìs led to systematic

phys'ica1 change'in the neighborhood.

After" World War I, the automobile gained ìn popu'larìty as the primary mode

of transportation. In 1927, the Ross Island Bridge was constructed, with

its west approach meeting the ne'ighborhood's street system with minimum im-

pact. In 1935, the rai'l line on the western edge of the community was ab-

andoned, and Barbur Boulevard was constructed as U.S. Highway 991¡l on the

same right-of-way. At this time, the west approach to the bridge was a'lso

modified to accommodate increased automobile traffic.

In '¡943, Harbor Drìve was constructed along the downtown waterfront as a

part of the interstate h'ighway system which extended across the Steel Brìdge,
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then nofth ¿long Intefstate Ayenue to the Columbi4 Rjver And Vancouver. In
ofder to cennect Harbot Dt'!ye to Highway. 99W, Front Ayenue was widened and

i.mproved through South Portland. The Front Avenue project split the resi-
dential community in two, disp]aced homes and businesses, removed the street
car I ine, and thus destr'oJed the neighborhoodrs soc'ial and functjonal core.

In the'1950's rlmproyements to'link the Ross Is'land Bridge to Front Avenue

further dìvided the area. In the 1960's, construction of the Interstate
Freeway'system and the South Auditorium Urban Renewal Project isolated the
Corbett and Lair Hill neighborhoods from the Downtown and the waterfront.
The peop'le lrìving in these two South Portland neighborhoods were then com-

peìled to travel outside of theÌr area to shop and find employment. By

this time, the "band aìd" approach to roadway construction applied to this
area for over 40 yeans had not only undermined the stability of a once strong
community, but a'lso produced a confusing tangle of arterial traffic routes.

In recent years there has been a marked change in the population of the

Corbett/Lair Hill neighborhood. The Jewish and Italian communities have

moved to other pants of the city'leaving onìy a few older, pFe-urban renewal

fes'idents. A few of the black famÌ'lies who have lived and owned homes there
since1915 sti'l'l remain. In the past fifteen years, however, there has been

an inf'lux of the "new young". They are often students attending Portland
State Univers'ity, Portland Community Col'lege, Lewis & Clark College, or the

University of 0regon Medical School. (All four schools are close to the
neighborhood and/or linked to it by direct bus service.) Other nev',comers

are art'ists, young professionals, low income families, or unempìoyed peopìe.

Threats from the outside have tended to unite the community'interna'l'ly. In
.l968, the residents organized and successfuììy fought a prcposal to extend

the South Auditorium Urban Renewal Project into the Corbett and Lair Hill
neighborhoods. This effort eventualìy ìed to the establishment of a Com-

munity P'lann'ing Committee and the drafting of an alternatìve neighborhood

p'lan which was adopted by City Counci I in .l977. Addjtional'ly, on August

17,1977, City Counciì designated the Lair Hill portion of South Portland
as a Historic Conseì vation District.
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The approva'l of these pol'icies by the Portland Planning Commission and

Portland City Council, and the downzoning of residential property in the
Corbett area has had a marked effect upon the type of investment taking
p'lace in the ne'ighborhood. Speculators have sold to owner-occupants who

are undertaking restoration, and design controls have been added to see

that new construction is more compatible with the surrounding architec-
ture. In a curious way, the level of hope and expectation evident today
mirrors the former atmosphere in South Portland. A m.ap delineating an

area of histonica'l significance and a pre'limina,ry'inventory of signi-
ficant structures follow.
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Preliminary Inventory
Structures of Historical or Architectural Significance

Bu'i I di ng

Smith Residence

l,Jooden Commerciaì Bldg.

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res'i dence

Res'i dence

Resr'dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Apartment

Dupl ex

Dupì ex

Wooden Commercial Bldg.

*Portland Historical Landmark

Address

0305 St¡J Curry

3338 St^l Corbett
0.l8 Sl^l Grover

015 St.l Gibbs

025 SÌ^l Gi bbs

031 Sl¡l Gi bbs

0.106 Sl^l Gibbs

0235 Sl^l l¡lhitaker
3402 St,,l Corbett
3410 Sl,{ Corbett
34.l8 SW Corbett
3434 Shl Corbett
34.19 St^l Kel'ly

3421 Sf^I Kel ìy
343t SlÄJ Kel ly
3437 St^l Ke]]y

3404 SW Water

34.10 SW Water

3414 St,J Water

3420 Sl,.l Water

01 23 St^l Curry

3204 SW Corbett
3621 Shl Kelly
3627 St,'l Kel ly
3635 Sl,tl Keì'ly

3729 Sl^l Ke]]y
3935 SI¡J Corbett
4145 ShJ Corbett
4.l06 SW Corbett
3826 Shl Kel ly
3327 SW Water

0211 St^J l^Jhitaker

4238 St^J Corbett

Date

1892

I 893

I 893

I 893

I 893

I 893

I 893

I 893
'1893
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EAST PORTLAND
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The foundation from which present day Southeast Portland grew is today

the easts'ide' s most centra'l ly I ocated warehouse and whol esal i ng di strì ct.
Even though the area has undergone extensive physical and soc'ial changes

over the years, the area represents a unique era in the city's development.

A'lthough East Portland once contended for prominence on the river with
Portland's present downtown, it was unsuccessful for two primary reasons -
topography and financial instability. The wests'ide possessed a natural
deep water harbor and easier access to the product'ive farmlands of the

Tualatin Valley. In contrast, the topography of the east bank made'it
necessary to construct expensive trestles and wharfs over the marshlands

and floodp'lains of the eastern shore in order to transport cargo to water
vessels. Compounding th'is condition were the financial problems of sever-
al successive entrepreneurs which prevented sound investments and the con-

struction of the main railroad terminal on the eastside. This area was

thus relegated to supplementing the rapidly develop'ing westside, a role
that it continues to play.

Even though fur trappers had settled along the eastern shore as ear'ly as the

1820's, it was not until James Stephens acquired the property in 1845 was

there any attempt made at establishing a city. By the tìme Stephens filed
the p'lat of East Portland 'in 186l , he owned most of the proposed c'ity,
especiaìly the valuable riverfront property from Stark to Division Streets.
Stephens could then operate his ferry across the river to Portland without
fear of competition.

Stephens then subdivjded his land and offered lots for sale at any price

he could get and freely gave land for publ'ic enterprises. Despite th'is
generosity, there were few takers and East Portland refused to grow. East

Portland, then bounded Glisan, Hawthorne, the river, and First Avenue, had

a population of 200 in 1870, wh'ile the city across the river housed 8,000.

In an 1866 letter, Judge Matthew P. Deady described his impressions of
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of East Portland as "...across the Willamette and upon its east bank, I
could see the houses and orchards'in the suburban vììlage of East Portland.

The pìace is yet half town and half country..."

It was not until the arrival of Ben Holladay did East Portland's hopes for
growth brighten. Through financial finesse, and more 'importantly, poìi-
tical manipu'lation, Holladay secured the franchise that permitted his com-

pany to construct a ra'ilroad on the eastside. Ground was broken jn 1868.

This major project led to a construction boom for supp'lementary facilj-
ties - factories, steel and flour mills, 'lumberyards, and warehouses.

Incorporation as a city soon followed in 1870.

The bridging of the Willamette also hastened growth. 0pening of the

Morrison Bridge in 1887, the Steel Bridge in 1888, the Hawthorne Bridge in
1891, and the Burnside Bridge in 1894, connected the entire eastside water

frontage with Portland. Not onìy did the brìdges facilitate waterfront
commerc'ial activity, but they also enabled steam car lines and other rail
lines to service the entjre eastside. This opened up that area for land

development.

Construction of the Morrison Bridge shifted commercial emphasis from 0ak

to Mom'ison Street and the principal north-south street became Grand Ave-

nue. Commercial uses such as banks, dry goods, and printìng offices opened

offices there. This commercial center later would house a number of hotels

whose primary res'idents became railroad and factory workers.

East Portland then began to annex surrounding residential areas and grad-

ualty extended its boundaries to include an area bounded by Holgate, Halsey,

the river, and 24th Avenue. This included the neighborhoods now known as

Brook'lyn, Buckman and Ladd's Addition. The heightening leveì of commercial

and resjdential development began to disturb the merchants and bankers of

Portland. It was at this time that the fortune of Ben Holladay crumbled and

the city fathers of East Portland found themselves financia'l'ly overextended.

Fortunately for East Portland, a move was underway to consolidate the inde-

pendent cities of Portland, East Portland, and Albina. Consolidation in

1891 in all likelihood saved the economic welfare of East Portland.
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Consol jdation proved beneficial to.most every'one. Bt"idge to'lls Wefe dis-

continued, streetcar lines merged to g'ive better service, and further ec-

onomic growth was stimulated. l,looden industrial structures gave way to

masonry construct'ion. By 
.l908 Portland was pre-em'inent in the Northwest

as a wholesale distribution center. City-wìde manufacturing output and

payro'lls doubled between 1900 and l9l4 and the eastside warehouse area was

the city's prìmary industrial employment area.

Such rapid growth prompted the need for more industrial land. In order to
secure this land, the physr'cal forms of East Portland were altered, perhaps

more so than any other area in the city. A gully formìng an arc from Stark

and Union Streets to Tenth and Morrison Street and another along Djvision

were filled and quick'ly built upon. The streets along the riverfront, which

had been constructed on trestles raised over the low marshlands were grad-

ualìy filled and more permanent streets were constructed. Subsequent fill
projects were primarily related to wharf and dock destructjon. Wìth the

movement of the pubfic docks northward a'long the hlillamette, and an increase

in ra'il and truck transport, the docks and wharfs were no ìonger needed for
transport. Most were demolished by .l940.

The only other major fill project involved Hawthorne Park, located in the

southeast corner of the c'ity and bounded by Be'lmont,8th, Hawthorne, and

l2th. The naturally wooded park, formerìy the site of a lunatic asylum,

was sold to private interests. Asylum Creek and spring were filled, lots
were sold, and land was developed.

The types of wholesaling operations occurring in the district were strongly

influenced by'imm'igration patterns occurring on the periphery of the dis-
trict. Most prom'inent was the Italjan population that had settled south-

east of the industrial area. These 'immìgrants brought with them 'largeìy

an agrarian background. Their experience in farming had led them to ini-
tiate truckfarming on land all over the southeast section of the c'ity. This
'in turn led to active partìc'ipat'ion in both produce wholesaling and retail-
ing. Hav'ing started produce markets'in the area as ear'ly as 1883, they

rapid'ly became a dominant market force in this area of the city.
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In order to facilitate merchandiztng of thejr products, the srnall farmers

foryrled the ltalian Ranchers and Growers Association. A central location
for retail sales existed on the westside of the river but annual fìoodìng
weakened the structure and a net,,J one r¡,ras needed. The Association set
about to buìld a new one on the eastside in 1906. The new market lvas a
wooden structure and covered the entire block bounded by Main, Madison,
Third, and Union Streets.

The golden era for cormercial activities in the area was in the ear'ly 20's.
Development and popularization of the automobile promised easy access for
commercial activities. The Oriental Theater, demolished in 1970, brought
entertainment to the area and the eastside's first skyscraper, the Weather-
ly Building was constructed. The farmers markets were social events.

changing trends in retail sales began appearing around the war years. A

new structure to house the pubìic market appeared in 1922, and another in
1929, but the produce markets never recovered. Today onìy two such markets
remain in the area.

The war years brought about other changes. Industrial and wholesaling
activities became more dependent on truck transport. Later construction
of the eastbank freeway altered the river's edge and isolated the industrial
district from the river. This new dependency on truck transport brought
about traffic and circulation prob'lems in an area originally dependent on

horse powered wagons. Coupled with the relative'ly small industrial s'ites
in the district, these elements led to graduaì changes in the land uses and

until the present decline in the number of industrial firms in the area.
This has produced a feeling that many of the industrial structures are

underutilized and these structures are faced with demolition.

Yet, this area contains a substantial number of late lgth and earty 20th
century industrial and commercial structures. Infact, the architectura'l
tone of the district is formed by these structures. Representing the
technology of the times in which they were constructed, these structures
incorporate utilitarian materials and elements very direct'ly, aìthough some

structures do have excellent brickwork and other detaiìing.
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There remains today,a nuc'leus of bujldings ì'n what ¡¡as. the conlDercìal cêDr

ter of East Portland in the five block strip aìong Grand Avenue between

Morrison and Pine Streets. Together with a number of industrial struc-
tures located westward towards the river, these structures form an area
that is h'istorically and architecturaì'ly significant to Portland and should
be considered as a potential conservation district. A map delineating this
distrjct and an inventory of historically and architecturalìy sign'ificant
structures fol lows.
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Preliminary Inventory
Structures of Historical or Architectural Significance

Bui I di ns

0sborn Hotel

Concrete Commercial Bldg.
Chamberlain Hotel

New Logus Block

Barbur Block

Brick Commercial Bldg.
N. K. tlest Bl ock

Brick Commercial Bldg.

Brick Commercial Bldg.
Brick Conmercial Bldg.
tleatherly B'ldg.

East Side Mortuary

East Side Meeting Haìì

C'ity Water Office
Orient Lodge

Cuì ly Block

East Portland Rail Station
Public Market Block
Grand Central Public Market

Phoenix Iron hJorks

Studebaker Bros. Warehouse

Concrete Mi I I

Electric Generating Plant
Ford Motor Assembly P'lant

F'ire Stati on

Res i dence

Address

203 SE Grand

437 SE Grand

509 SE Grand

529 SE Grand

532 SE Grand

702 SE Grand

707 SE Grand

715 SE Grand

716 SE Grand

721 SE Grand

516 SE Morrison

537 SE Alder
615 SE Alder

622 SE Alder
706 SE 6rh

340 SE Union

l2l SE Oak

l3l9 SE Union

835 SE Belmont

I 532 SE 3rd

330 SE Morri son

100 SE Stark

1900 SE Water

2505 SE t2rh
l9t7 sE 7rh

1921 SE 7rh

Date

I 890

I 893

I 891

1 883

I 908

I 884

1922

1929

1902

I 906

* Portland Historícal Landmark
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Preliminary Inventory
Structures of Historical or Architectural Sign'ificance

Bui I di ng

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Address Date

1927 SE 7th
626 SE Harrison

637 SE Hamison

1912

822 SE ilth
221 SE llrh

2000 sE llrh
1007 sE lzth .1892

1025 sE lzrh
t825 SE 12rh

East Portìand Library lll0 SE Alder
Brick Warehouse

Troy Laundry

Resi dence

Hawthorne Residence

Res i dence

Stephens Residence
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Located in northeast Portland, the
tai ned i ts el egant, earìy twent'ieth
encroachment and periods of social
Ci ty of Al bi na , I rvi ngton deve'loped

desirable residential community.

neighborhood known as Irvington has main-

century character despì te commercial

turmoi I . Ori gi na'l ly an extens i on of the
s'lowly i nto northeast Portl and' s most

The Irv'ington neighborhood is located upon'land whose development can be

traced to the Donation Land claim of captaìn ldilliam lrving. Irving, a

shipbuilder and sea captain from Cadiz,Ohio, settled his claim February
ll' 1852, approximately three years after his first amival in Portland.
Irving's Donation Land Claim contained 640 acres and had as its general
boundaries the present day streets of Fremont, Tth, Halsey, and 24th, plus
a strip of ìand leading down to the l^lillamette. Irving's wanderlust and

the Fraser River gold rush, eventua'l1y spumed him to move on to Brìt'ish
Columbia where he died in 1872. Upon his death, his wjdow and son John

sold the majorìty of the land claim to Ellis B. Hughes, John w. Brazee,
Portland businessmen, and David B. Thompson, twice mayor of poriland and

American minister to Turkey.

spearheaded by wealthy 'investor Thompson, the group purchased Irving's
land'in anticipat'ion of realizing quick dividends like other east side
lands produced. The land was initial'ly platted in 1874, but dìd not read-
ily sel'1. This was partially due to the lack of adequate streetcar service
to the area, but predom'inately due to the availability of cheaper, more

developab'le lands closer to the then established cities of Albina and East
Portland. Ear'ly maps and drawings show little actual development prior to
1890. Facing this lack of development, Thompson and other owners sold the
remaini ng property 'in 1887 for $62,000.

As the nearby cìty of Albina's industrial base continued to expand, sur-
rounding areas began to feel pressure to provide residential land for that
c'ity's middle and upper classes. Due to lrvington's prox'imity, land there
began to sell towards the end of the century. The political powers of Al_
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bina foresaw the expansion of residential access and the forthcomjng con-
solidation with Portland, and in an attempt to increase their bargaining
power and economic base, annexed the area containing Irvìngton'in 1891. In
on'ly a few short months, Albina, East Portland, and Portland had consoli-
dated and Irvington began to receive city services.

Prior to annexation, the Irvington area contained one of northeast port'land's
major recreat'ion centers. Since Irvington was 'immediately outside the city
limits of Albina, a racetrack flourished near Union Avenue. Bounded by

7th, Fremont, Brazee and 12th, the track was the scene of both horse and

motor rac'ing until just after the turn of the century. Paddock, barns,
grandstands, and ìandscaping were located where Irving Park now stands.

Ownership of Irvington land continued to change hands through the financial
depression of the early ]890's until the Merchants Savings and Trust Com-

pany gained control of a'large portion. That company, whose directors had

been involved in other major real estate developments such as hJoodlawn,

also attempted to develop the area. Due to near financial collapse, that
company was unable to follow through their pìans and sold the land in 1907.

The related deed reconfirmed the Thompson plat of 1887 and firmly dedjcated
the present street system. Thjs was not the end of the major transaction,
however, as within a year the land was sold again.

Stìmulated to a large extent by the wealth and prosperity brought about by

the 1905 Lewis and Clark I'Jorlds Fair, the original Irvington plot was pur-
chased on January 25, 1908, by the Prospect Park Company. Th'is company

was intent upon deveìoping the parcel and later that year circulated a

promotional brochure designed to entice upper class home owners with the
advantages of living in Irvington. A quarter of a million dollars was

spent by the company for publìc improvements ìn Prospect Park, only an eight
acre portion. Improvements 'included asphaìt streets, sewer, water, and

gas mains, hitching rings, and the most complete network of concrete side-
walks in the city, a luxury few Portlanders enjoyed. Since the parcel was

also the h'ighest among surrounding property, the company a'lso promoted the

views toward downtown and the mountains. Curious'ly though, natural vistas
were lost as all lots in the development were graded flat removing all nat-
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ural terrain and slopes from the area.

The development of Prospect Park set the generaì tone for the overall de-
velopment of Irvington. In addition to attractjng an upper class residen-
t'ial community, deed restrjctions created the physical tone, Residences
were limited to one per 50 foot lot, had to cost at least $2,500, and have
a 25 foot front setback. The streets, except for Knott at 36 foot width,
were all 28 feet wide. As secondary portions of Irvington developed, the
usual manner was that one house would occupy both corner lots, leav.ing an
expanse of space and greenery a'long the east/west streets.

By 1910 three streetcar lines were in operation between downtown por¡and
and the Irvìngton area. These were the Alberta, Woodlawn and Irvìngton
lines. All facilitated growth. The first was the Woodlawn line which be-
gan operation in the late 1880's. From downtown the line ran across the
Burnside Bridge to Union Avenue and then to the l^loodlawn area. The Alberta
line was opened for traffic June 19, ì903 by the Portland Raiìway Company.
This line crossed the river via the Steel Bridge, ran aìong Union Avenue
and ended at NE 30th and Ainsworth. The Irvington line, the last of the
three to begin servjce, origina]ìy ran from downtown Portland to NE lsth
and rillamook. As more homes were buirt in the neighborhood, the line was

extended to NE l5th and siskiyou. Aside from minor changes, service
remained the same until the introduction of motorbuses.

With heightened accessibility to the area, many new houses were constructed.
Aìthough some houses were built in the western portion as ear'ly as the 1880's,
most of the development did not occur until the first two decades of this
century. A 1909 newspaper article described Irvington as a beautiful dis-
trict containing many luxurious homes and every weekend edition of the
cìty's papers usually carried photographs of those recently comp'leted.

The maiority of residences in Irvington initia'lly centered near T'illamook
and Hancock Streets. The residences which fìll the blocks along these two
streets from 7th to about25th Avenue are a remarkable ensemble of early 20th
century residential construction. They range from the very s'impìe pioneer
styìed V'ictorians near 7th to high Arts and Crafts styled res'idences out
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towards 25th. Mixed in with these residences are some l9l0's and .t920's

apartments as the neighborhood,s density .increased.

0f the four designated historical landmarks in northeast Portland, three
are located in the lrvington area. These include the 1906 Freiwald res-
idence at l8l0 NE lsth, the 1902 Doernbecher residence at 2323 NE Tilla-
mook, and the .l950 Central Lutheran Church at 2104 NE Thompson. Other
prominent resìdences include the 1884 Spencer residence which was moved to
2611 NE lzth, the bungalow styled Fire Statìon No. l8 at 2200 NE 24th Ave-

nue, the Irvington Club at 213l NE Thompson, the Praire styled resjdence
at l617 NE Thompson, and the Victorian Povey resjdence at l3l2 NE Tillamook.

In the in'itial stages of development and in the middle years, commercial

development did not occur wìthin the general confines of the residential
neighborhood although the nearest'grocery store is located at NE l5th and

Broadway. In response to this, a commercial center grew up at 24th and

Fremont housed in buiìdings styìed not unlike some of the residences.
l¡lith the relaxation of some zoning standards a Safeway grocery store was

built at NE l5th and Brazee. Since that time commercial encroachment has

been limited to the edges closest to Broadway and Union Avenue.

Until after t^lorld l¡Jar II, the neighborhood maintained its character as a

stately nejghborhood housing upper middle class residents. This changed

immediate'ly after the war. Beginning in the early 1950's, construction in
the downtown and around present day Lloyd Center began to directly affect
Irvingtonrs character. As many of the lower-income homes were replaced with
nev\,er commercial structures (e.g., Lloyd Center and Memorial Coliseum) resi-
dents were forced to find new homes. Since many couldn't afford to move

any great distance they usual'ly settled in an adjacent area. Irvington was

one such area and with this influx of newcomers came a slow exodus of many
'longtime Irvington residents. In this process property va'lues. plummeted

which served to accentuate the problem.

To combat this problem the Irvington Community Association was formed.

Founded in .l964, the group sought to stabilize the neighborhood by encour-

aging residents to remain there. By promoting community interaction, the

neighborhood was able to sustajn itself. The majority of phys'ical restor-
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ation didn't occur, however, until the early 1970's when Irvington re-

ceived part of the city's Model Cities grant which made available com-

munity improvements and rehabilitation'loans.

Today there is somewhat of a reversal of this migratory trend of the

early .l960's. Property values are again increasing and the neighborhood

is returning to the desirable niche that it once held - that of a primarily
upper middle class neighborhood. A map of the historically and archjtect-
uraì'ly significant portion of Irvington and a preliminary'inventory of sig-

ni fi cant structures fol lows .
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Prel imi nary
Structures of Historical or

I nventory
Architectural Significance

*
*
*

Bui I di ns

Westmi nster Presbyterian Church

Freiwa'ld Residence

Centra'l Lutheran Church

Doernbecher Residence

Irvington Club

Irvi ngton School

Spencer Residence

Fi restation #18

Hawley Residence

Rai'lroad Apartments

Povey Residence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Resi dence

Bowman Residence

* Portland Historical Landmark

Address

.l624 
NE Hancock

l8l0 NE lsth
2ì04 NE Hancock

2323 NE Tillamook
2l 3l NE Thompson

1320 NE Brazee

2611 NE l2th
2200 NE 24rh

l9l4 NE 22nd

l90t - 21 NE l3rh
1312 NE Tillamook
2612 NE tsrh
'1617 NE Thompson

2332 NE I 6rh

2405 NE t6rh
2424 NE 17th

2230 NE Thompson

2201 NE 2ìst
l7l9 NE Knott

Date

l9l4
I 906

I 950

1902
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Unlike other suburbs of Portland, Kenton is unique in that the district had

its orig'ins as a company town for the nationaìly renown meat packing firm
of Swift & Company of Chicago. Situated on a rise two miles south of the

company's packing plant on the Columbia Sìough, Swift established Kenton

as a model community for its empìoyees.

The site for Kenton was originally a portion of a bounty land claim granted

to Charles Vincent for service as an Army private during the Apache Indìan

d'isturbance. Vincent later assigned this claim to Robert S. Maxy whose

name appears on that parcel on the 1850 township map. Late in 1860,

Maxey sold his claim to William Love. Upon Love's death, the ìand passed
'into the hands of George J. Ainsworth. Several confusing transactions then

took place until May 13, 1893, when Henry H. Gìlfry and wife, H. Bowyer

McDonald and wife, Eugene D. White and wife, and L. L. Hawkins pìatted a por-

tion of this land as the Greybrook Addition.

A month later the land was sold to the Associated Banking & Trust Company

whjch had been organized in .1892 for the purpose of invest'ing in and devel-
oping rea'l estate. Directors for this company'included F. E. Hart, Thomas

Grey, and Eugene D. I^lh'ite. The corporat'ion became indebted to the Ainsworth

Bank, and on October 28, 1897 the tract was sold to cover its debts by the

Multnomah County Sheriff to J. C. Ainsworth for $15,000. The tract remained

relatively undeveloped for years and owes its development to the evolution
of the meat ìndustry.

Prior to .l906, the meat industry in Portland was independently operated. The

neighborhood butcher was the rule, and on'ly occasionally did several butch-

ers form one company. Thjs'is what occurred when Adolph Burckhardt, Thomas

Papworth, Morton M. Spauld'ing, James and John 0'Shea, and Emanual May con-

solidated their businesses in 1893 to form the Union Meat Company. Former-

ìy, these men had operated independent businesses, such as Burkhardt's
American Dressed Meat Company, and operated out of such p'laces as the New
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Market Theater. In 1906, Swift and Company purchased the Union Meat Com-

PanY.

The next .year the company sent C. C. Colt to Portland as president of their
operations. Colt inmed'iately formed the Kenwood Land Company, which jn

1908 purchased 3,400 acres of land along the Columbia River for a new meat

packìng plant and Union Stockyards. As was a contemporary procedure, the

company a'lso bought up adjacent land for a company town. This area inclu-
ded the nearly vacant Graybrook Addition and a portion of John Rankin's

Donation Land Claim of 1852. Swift pìanners hoped to name this new subdi-
vision "Kenwood", but this name was in use elsewhere in Portland, so they

settled for "Kenton".

The area along the Columbia S'lough, or North Portland Harbor as it was then

ca]led, was becoming increasingly inviting to factories requiring a 'large

expanse of land. t,lith the completion of the North Bank Railroad Bridge

across the Co'luhbia in 1907, the area expìoded with development. By '19'll,

there were no less than twelve major manufacturing firms located there
making this area second on'ly to St. Johns as a manufacturing center. Firms

which located adjacent to Kenton included North Portland Box Company,

National Wood Pipe Company, North Portland Lumber Company, and the Aladdin

Company, makers of ready-cut houses .

Swift and Company, known locally as Union Meat Company, was the cataìyst
for this development. Patterned after the firmrs St. Joseph, M'issouri,

operation, the $3,000,000 p'lant opened on September 15, 1909. Inc]uding

the Portland Union Stockyards, Portland Cattle Loan Company, Columbia l^lool

Bas i n t^larehouse, Kenton Tracti on Company, and other anci I'l ary compani es ,

Swift was responsible for emp'loying over 1,500 workers. 0n the basis of
Swift's activities, Portìand became the central livestock market in the

northwest by l9ll. Sw'ift's vision of the area's future could be seen by

comparing the 3,000 acres holdings in north Portland to the 600 acres of
Chicago's Union Stockyards.

Development of the actual town of Kenton was not done to the same scale.

Due to more than adequate trolley service, housing for al'l Swift employees
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did not need to be adjacent to the packing p'lqnt. The formatllon of a com-

Pân.)r "town'in the mold of eastern cities was not necessary. Under the

supervision of surveyor John H. Suttle, the community of Kenton was more

modest'ly laid out. According to a promotional article for the subdivision,
Kenton was strategicaììy 'la'id out in relation to the packing plant so that
the "preva'i'ling wind tends to blow downriver away from the home section

thus d'ispellìng and dissipating disagreeable odors attandant with its (tfre

plant's) operation". Streets were platted in approximately the same gen-

eral pattern of pen'insular residential blocks.

As was also the general pattern, the commercial center of the community

grew up aìong the tracks of the Kenton Traction Company which ran a'long

Denver, then Derby Street. Opening'in 1909, the Kenton route uJas a con-

necting link to the Mississìppi and Williams line at Killingsworth and on

to downtown. llorkers in the packing plant and other Kenton factories could

then commute on the "stockyard" streetcar from downtown jn about thirty
minutes. From Kenton, the line went north across a trestle bu'ilt by Swift
right to the doorsteps of the pack'ing plant.

In add'ition to the openìng of the Kenton carline in 1909, that year saw a

boom in commercial constructjon jn the district. 0n June 27, the 4O-room

Kenton Hotel opened. Built by Dyer and Company, the hotel was intended to
prov'ide lodgìng and meals for visiting cattlemen. 0n Octoben ll, the Ken-

ton Bank opened. October also saw the Kenwood Construct'ion Company beg'in

construct'ion of ten new buj ldings costing approximate'ly $60,000. Two of
these structures were two-story cement block commercial structures which

occupy the quarter block at Denver and Ki'lpatrìck and cost about $20,000

a piece to construct. The rema'ining eìght were resident'ial wooden frame

houses averaged $2,000.

Resident'ial structures did not follow the general approach to company town

arch'itecture, namely rowhouses. Again, this was probably due to the ex-

cellent transit facilities and cheap 'land nearby. Instead of a definitjve
architectural style for the houses, the primary distinction became one of
occupatìon. Laborers in the packing plant usually lived in single-story
frame houses located init'ially west of Denver Avenue and executives often

lived in cement block structures either on or east of Denver Avenue. A
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fine example of the centent block style í.s the six-room bungalow at 7807

N. Denver Avenue. This was built at the same time as the Kenton Hotel by

the same builder for the sum of $3,000. By 1924 there t^rere approximately

ten such homes in the district.

Based on the pred'iction in 1909 that the populat'ion of Kenton would expand

to 30,000 by 1915, publ'ic improvements were made in the district during

the ear'ly l9l0's. Faith in this growth even spurred the development of
adjacent subdivisìons -- Kenview and Swinton. Electricìty was extended to
the commun'ity in l9ll. Lombard was extended, thus providing a paved route

into Portland. In 1913, $300,000 was expended to pave the area's streets
and in 1913, public structures were added to the area as Kenton United Pres-

byterian Church was built on Lombard. The following year, both the Kenton

School (called the Stockyard School) and the fire station were built. The

fire station is a unique brick structure and was des'ignated a Portland land-

mark in 1976 and has recent'ly been rehabil'itated as a conmun'ity

center.

The developnent of Kenton was certa'inly spurred by the decision of Swift
and Company and its fate predeterm'ined by the company's ìnfluence on its
ancil'lary companies. As Swift went, so went Kenton. As in most company

towns, the company exerted influence in all facets of the area's life. Two

illustrations of the extent of this influence could be seen'in the operatìon

of ancillary compan'ies. B. S. Joselyn was a director of the Kenton Traction

Company and also pres'ident of the Kenton Construction Company. George F.

Henser was president of both the Kenwood Land Company and The Kenton Bank.

In such ways did the company have control over the land, the transit system,

job opportunit'ies, and bui lding construction.

In addition to the influence that the company had over the financial
workings of the commun'ity, an aspect of the aesthetics central to company

towns arose. As mentioned before, a number of structures in the commun'ity

were constructed with cement blocks, or art'ificial stone, as they were

called. This method of construction became popu'lar after the Lewis and

Clark ldorld's Fair and therefore was a contemporary method when the founda-
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tion of Kenton was built. Another reason theorized for the choice of this
material was in order to provide a community where ranchers from Eastern

Oregon and Washington would feel comfortable in a town that was visual'ly
s im'i I ar to thei r hometowns .

A number of buildings have been attributed to John Gagan, who had come to
Portland to sell soda at the Faì'r. An entrepreneur who had many interests,
Gagan soon became disenchanted with the construction trade when he had to
produce interior quality blocks in order to be competitive. After he had

built only one building in Kenton, he left the city. Most likely, the

majority of such blocks probab'ly came from the supply house of Beneke and

Hauser, who had a manufacturing p'lant nearby at Ki'llingsworth between Com-

merc'ial and Kerby Streets. By 1924, the area contained approximateìy three
dozen structures constructed with this material and retains perhaps the

cityrs highest concentration of buildings constructed by this method.

Kenton today no longer is the home of cowboys and cattle drives up Greeley

and Denver Avenues. The introduction of refrigeration on a mass scale and

the decline of the railroads for meat distribution severe'ly dampened the

meat'industry in Kenton and helped produce an economic recession for the

community. The construction of the interstate h'ighway system removed

through traffic from Denver Avenue and accelerated the commercial stagna-

tion of the bus'inesses aìong that street. Most recent'ly the area has wit-
nessed an influx of transients and businesses catering to them, but the

Kenton Bus'inessmen's Association is trying to upgrade the area.

The historic center of Kenton could be a foundation upon which to bu'ild.
Retain'ing much of the flavor of a company town, the district is deserv'ing

of civic protection. A map delineating the historic area of Kenton and

an inventory of significant structures follows.
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Preliminary Inventory
Structures of Historical or Architectural Sign'ificance

I

Bui I di ng

Kenton Hotel

Commercial Structure
Kenton Lodge #145

Kenton Fire Station
Apartment Bui lding
Residence, CB

Resì dence, CB

Residence, CB

Residence, CB

Residence, CB

Residence, CB

Residence, CB

Residence, CB

Cottages

Kenton School

Address

Denver

Denver

Denver

Brandon

Denver

Denver

Denver

Denver

Denyer

Denver

Denver

Denver

l,li nchel I

N. Brandon

Fenwi ck

8315 N.

8202 N.

8t34 N.

8105 N.

8007 N.

7933 N.

7909 N.

7830 N.

7817 N.

7807 N.

7710 N.

7577 N.

1849 N.

7803-35

7528 N.

Date

I 909

I 909

I 923

l9t I

1 909

l9t 3

* Port'land Historica'l Landmark
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The history of Kings'Hi11 has a]way,s been intimately related to the growth

and development of Portland. Located only one mile from the t^Iillamette
River and the city's commercial center, the rough terra'in and the circum-
stances of its early land ownership destined Kings'Hill to be one of
Portl and' s fi rs t affl uent res i denti a I nei ghborhoods .

Early Kings'Hill residents were among the city's most monìed and influ-
ential citjzens and the power they wielded gave consequential direction to
the $rowth of Portland and on occasion even had an'impact on the entire
Northwest.

Kings' Hill is a section of land that was first claimed by Danìeì Lownsdale.

Soon after he arrived in Portland in 1845, he established Portland's first
tannery on a creek that flowed near the present Civic Stadium. Tannery

Creek came to be known as Tanner Creek. When the opportunity arose to buy
'land adjacent to the river, Lownsdale in 1848 sold his tannery and property
rights to two partners, Aberson and Balance: Amos Nahum K'ing, for whom the
hill is named, purchased their rights when the two partners were lured south
by Ca'l i forni a go'ld.

In March 1852, King filed for the federal land rights to obtain'legaì owner-

ship of 513.01 acres. when the land was finally deeded to him, Lovejoy
Street was the northern boundary, â line runnìng due south from the eastern
edge of Macleay Park was on the west; Canyon Road from Washington Park to
Jefferson was on the south¡ and lSth to Burnside and from there to Lovejoy,
between 2lst and 22nd Avenues, was on the east.

King continued to operate the tannery, but he prospered to a much greater
extent from the sale of real estate. By'1890, he was reported to be one of
Portland's millionaires. Two of his land ventures had an impact on the
entire cìty. In 1871, he sold 40 acres to the c'ity for $800/acre. This
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v,,as the first land put"chased for a city park and became the foundation for
Wash'ington Park and a city-w'ide park system proposed by the Olmsted Brothers

in 1903. It was remarkable that the city fathers had the foresìght to pur-

chase this land when at the time Portland's population numbered on'ly 8,000.

Several years later, King sold two city blocks between lSth and 20th Avenues

on Burns'ide. In 1888, the North Pacific Industrial Exposition Hall was

built there for $15,000. The 400 by 200 feet structure of brick, iron,
g'lass and fir was considered "mammoth" jn size and over zealously described

as'lthe largest edìfice on the Pacifìc Coast". In May 1891, 15,000 Oregon-

i.an5 gr"eeted President Benjamin Harrìson in the Exposition Hall. At less

momentous times, both the Exhìb'ition Hall and City Park prov'ided Portland-

ers with entertainment and recreation. Many wouìd spend Sunday afternoons

strol'ling among the various exhibits in the Hall or attending concerts in

the Park.

One of K'ingrs first prìvate sales was made to an early arrival in Portland,
Arthur H. Johnson. His property, ìegally desìgnated as Johnsonrs Addition,

is now in the heart of Kings' Hill. It extends from Jefferson to Burnside

and is bounded by King and Vista Avenues on the east and west. Johnson was

a butcher who had meat stalls in the New Market Theater and was a prom'inent

bus'inessman in the city for several years. In early photos of the city, the

white cupo'las of his barn and house are noticeable landmarks on the hìll-
side. Around 1890, Johnson donated a parce'l of his land at Vista and Park

Place for the construction of St. Helens Hall for Girls. Soon after, thjs
conspicuous landmark appeared on the hill.

Residential development on Kings'Hill proceeded at a slow rate. The geo-

graphy of the land and the affluence of the first property owners inhib'ited

rapìd subdivision and bu'ilding construction. Harvey Scott, editor of the

"Oregonian" for forty years, published a book in lB90 that described various

parts of the city. He predicted that the ostentatious nature of Kings' Hill
"will probably prevai'l even when the city attains its largest populatìon,

since the irregularities of the ground and peculiarities of situation will
necessari]y modìfy the architecture, and, to quite an extent, at least,

make each dwelling a compìete whole in itself." King, Johnson and other

early property owners built pa'latia'l homes on spacious grounds. In some
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cases, they occupied double blocks without intervening streets. Scott ob-

served that 'lThe b'ig pìats, grassy and set with small trees, f ie wide,
with but few houseS, but those present (are) large, stately." The area

was, he proclaimed, "by popular consent -- and still more by prevaiìing
prices -- forever dedicated to dwellìngs of wealth and eìegance""

The meandering Tanner Creek, which cut a deep depression at the base of
the Hiì1, presented greater obstacles for land deveìopment. As late as
.1890, this sunken valley, traversing the site of present Civic Stadium,

was stìll being cuìtìvated by Chinese gardeners. It was unsu'itable for
residential use as it was subject to frequent flooding. Games played on

the field by c'ity teams often ended in "muddy ro!',s".

Streetcar developments in the 1890's had an inevitable effect on the na-

ture of growth on Kings' Hill. Three roads bordering the hilì (Burnside,
l8th, and Jefferson) were serviced by electric and cable cars, making the
area more accessible to the city's commercial core. Thjs resulted inin-
creased land values. In addition, greater mobility segregated residential
areas into clearìy defined lower and higher income neighborhoods. The

lower portion, called Goose Hollor^¡ stayed a lowelincome district while
Kings' Hìll became even more established as a wealthy res'idential enclave.

From 1887-93 and immediately following the Lewis and Clark Exposition in
.l905, Portland experienced great economic expans'ion. Over 54 million dol-
lars was invested city-wide in new residential and commercial construction
in 1889. 0n Kings' Hi'll, 'larger homes were built on smaller p'lots of land
and the area became more dense. The majority of its architecturally s'ig-
nificant buildings date back to that period. Several were designated by

I ocal ]y and regi onal 1y renown archi tects , 'i ncl udj ng the l^li I cox Res i dence

at 93.l Sl,l King and the W. R. MacKensie Residence at ll3l SW King, both by

hlhi dden and Lew'is .

Kìngs' Hill's perpetuation as a wealthy residential neighborhood cont'inued
'into the twentieth century. As Portland expanded and space became more pre-

cious and costly, house lots shrank. A]though dwellings were 'less "a com-

plete whole" in themselves, they were no less impressive in design and size.
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The area continued to house some of Portlandrs most prominent lawyers, doc-

tor's, po]it'icians and business people, such as Solomon Lipman? Theodore

B. Wi I cox , J udge Wal I ace McCamant, Samue'l l,l. Ki ng , and Henry Cabel I .

Maintaining the e'legance of Kings'Hill is the Town Club, a private club

for women, at 2ll5 S[.l Salmon. Built in 1930 on the site of the Wilcox sun-

ken garden, the blue shuttered, tile-roofed villa, its windows hung with
Belgian lace, perfect'ly comp'liments and anchors the southern boundary of
the area. Horse drawn carriages and lawn parties no longer dominate the

avenues, but one would not know it once inside the club and its grounds.

In most recent years, the growth of Portland, the highly assessed land and

zon'ing on Kings'Hill have altered the character of the hill. In many

cases, this has led to the demise of older, architecturally noteworthy homes.

Particularly w'ithin the last twenty years, eight to twelve-story apartments

have been constructed on entire blocks. The fringes of the district have

been deve'loped for commercial use. In addition, the high cost of ma'intain-

ing sing'le-family residential structures has encouraged the conversjon of
many older homes to office space, such as the L. Allen Lewis and Louis Lang

residences which are now occupied by the Multnomah'County Medical Soc'iety.

A concise history of Kings' Hill can be seen in the demise of the Bickel

residence. In 1890, Fred B'icke'l built a $14,000 house in the hill country

west of Portland. He reported'ly said, "I know people think it's strange to

build so far out of town, but I am going to live where I will never be

overlooked." The two and one-half story structure, at 2245 Sl'l Park Place,

was an imposing Italianate Victorian residence, elaborated wìth Byzantine

derivations. By the late .1960's the house and gardens were surrounded by

some of the city's largest apartment build'ings. Unfortunately, 'in l97l ,

the house was razed. The lot remains vacant to preserve mountain views

for nearby apartment structures.

Despite these adverse pressures, there still exists "a general air of ele-
gance and taste" in the 1970'5, just as Scott noted in 1890. Kings'Hill
has p'layed an important role'in the development of Portland and its older

buildings need protection from further destruction. A map deììneating

Kings' Hill and an inventory of significant structures follows.
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Preliminary InventorY
Structures of Historical or Architectural Significance

Bui lding Address Date

Elton tlatkins Residence 806 St¡l King Ave.

* l^li I cox Res i dence 93I Sl'l Ki ng Ave . t 892

* McCamant Residence 1046 Sl^l King Ave. 1899

Ki ng Res'idence 1060 St,J Ki ng Ave.

Daugherty Resi dence I I 15 SW K'i ng Ave.

* MacKenzie Residence tl3l Sl^l King Ave. 1893

* Lewis Residence 2t64 St,l Park Pl. 1900

Lang Residence 2188 Shl Park Pl.
* Perron Residence 2326 Sl,.l Park Pl. 1893

Stanley Residence 2329 St^J Park Pl.

Banfield Residence 2370 St,l Park Pl.
* Barde Residence 2400 SW Park 1926

Chown Residence 2032 Sl'l Main Ave.

Residence 2220 SVI Main Ave.

Residence 22?6 SW Main Ave.

Haseltine Residence l9l4 Sl^l Madison Ave.

Haseltine Residence 1916 Shl Madison Ave.

Haselt'ine Residence 1924 ShJ Madison Ave.

Haseltine Residence t926 Sl^l Madison Ave.

Residence 2331 Shl Madison Ave.

Solomon Lipman Residence 812 Sl,l St. Clair Ave.

* Honeyman Resìdence 834 Sl^l St. Clair Ave. 1900

Boyce Residence 909 Sl^l St. Clair Ave.

* Cornelius Residence 2182 Shl Yamhill Ave. 1900

I.N. Lipman Residence 2166 SI^l Yamhill Ave.

* Town Club - private 2l]5 SI'J Salmon Ave. 1930

Durham Residence 2138 Sfd Salmon Ave.

Residence ll2 SW 20th Ave.

Res i dence I 'l 29 Sl,I 20th Ave.

* Zion Luthern Church l0l8 Shl lSth Ave. 1950

Residence llll SI^l Vista Ave.

* Portland Historical Landmark l0l



Bi bl i ography

Gaston, Joseph. Vol. I - Vol. II,
The S.J. Clarke , 0R., l9ll.
Hawthorne, Ju]ian, The Story of 0regon: A History with Portraits and
Biographies, N.Y., American Historical Publishing, 1892.

MacColl, E. Kimbard,
Oregon 1885-19.l5. Th ., Port'land-, 0R 1976.

0'Donnel , Terence & Vaughan, Thomas, Portland: A Historical Sketch. and Guide,
Oregon Historical Society, Glass-Dahlstrom Printers, Portland, Oregon, ì976

Scott, Harvey W. (Ed) History of Portland,Oregon. D. Mason & Co., Publishers,
Syracuse , N. Y. , '1890

Vaughan, Thomas (¡a), Ferriday, V'irgin'ia Guest (Assoc. Ed), Space, Style, &

a, 0regon Historical Socìety, Portland,

History of Portland, 0regon. Complied by Workers of the
Writers Project of the Work Projects Administration in the State of Oregon.

In custody of 0regon Historical Society:
Map Co1'lecti on
Photo Col 'lecti on
Sandborn Insurance Maps
Vertical File

102



LALJRELHURST
103





One of the most intricate residential districts in Northeast Portland is
Laurelhurst, platted in 1909 by the Laurelhurst Company, an outgrowth of
the Ladd Investment Company wh'ich was owned by the heirs of l^lilliam Sar-

gent Ladd. The platting of w'inding streets, preservation of a cneekbed

for a publ'ic park, and the provisions for the NE 39th and Glìsan round-

about and monumental subdivision gates make the district Portland's lead-

ing example of the "City Beautiful" movement.

Largely a national, c'ivic state of mind, the City Beautiful movement grew

out of turn of the century desires to make amends for past urban develop-

mental practìces. 0ften referred to as the American Renaissance, it was

an age which saw the construction of great civic centers, public libraries
and parks, and the ìntroduct'ion of widespread community planning. Port-

land's civic leaders even established a City Beautiful Fund, which, through

public subscriptìon, publicized the value of artful order. This fund pri-
mariìy fjnanced the hìring of Edward H. Bennett, who in l9l2 devised Port-

land's first comprehensive p'lan.

Out of such c'iv'ic spirit came Laurelhurst. Located adjacent to Sullivan's
Gulch approximately midway between the Ì^Jillamette River and Mt. Tabor, the

d'istrict occupies the majority of the Elijah Davidson and Terrance Quinn

Donation Land Claims. Both Dav'idson and Quinn were among the first set-

tlers in this reg'ion, but neither made lasting improvements as both soon

sought their fortunes in the min'ing camps. Title to the land then fell
through the hands of heirs as problems arose over the'legit'imacy of the

claims. The confus'ion that arose is evocative of gothic novellas. Will'iam

S. Ladd came into onwersh'ip through h'is banking and farming interests and

died just as surrounding properties were be'ing developed. Mary Quìnn,

daughter of Terrance, challenged Ladd's claim. She had been rajsed in a

California convent and the property had been sold when she was under a

wandering uncle's guardianship. Legal title was finaì'ly settled by the
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U. S. Supreme Court in favor of Ladd and the property was deeded to John

Wesley Ladd in 1906.

Ladd initiated assemblage of the Laurelhurst lands in 1869 when he purchased

a section of the Quìnn claim. He soon expanded his hold'ings with additìonal
purchases in 1873 and .1876. tJith these holdings, Ladd built Hazel Fern, a

regionally known, 486 acre farm with spacious grain fjelds, frujt orchards,
and purebred cattle. The name for the farm most'likely came from a 320

acre eastside farm called Hazelwood which he had purchased from Tom Fra-

zar. At one time Hazel Fern stretched from NE Halsey to SE Stark between

29th and 44th Avenues. But Ladd was much more than a gent'leman farmer -
he was one of Portland's most influential busìnessmen. The prom'inence of
Ladd and his family no doubt influenced the overall growth of Portland

through the development'of his properties. By the time Ladd had djed in
1893, the areas surrounding Hazeì Fern were beginning to develop into hous-

ing subdivisions and the city'l'imits of Portland extended two miles beyond

the outermost boundaries of the farm. The land comprising Hazel Fern was

becoming too valuable to remain agricultural and pastora'|.

Ladd's sons, Charles E., John hlesley, and William M. were also not anxious

for the land to remain as farmland. hlilliam S. Ladd's estate was not set-
tled until May 26, .1908 

and the heirs soon'incorporated the Ladd Estate

Company to facilitate development of the fami'ly's land ho'ld'ings. In 1909

the Ladd Estate Company deeded the 462 acre Hazel Fern farm to l^lilliam M.

Ladd who then formed the Ladd Investment Company on March 19. Soon after-
wards the "0regonian" reported on April 24 that the tract had been sold for
$2 million representing the largest sale of vacant land in the cìty's his-
tory. 0n May 24 of that year, the Laurelhurst Company was ìncorporated by

Charles K. Henry and H. R. Burke of Portland and Paul C. Murphy and Frank

F. Mead of Seattle for the express purpose of developing Hazel Fern for
homesites. The Laurelhurst Company then mortgaged the land back to the

Ladd Investment Company for $l.l million to pay for land improvements.

Development of the farmland ensued. Since Paul Murphy had been involved in

the development of a subdivision in Seattle also entitled Laurelhurst, that
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was the name given to this development. H'ired by the company to desìgn

the tract were the nationally known landscape arch'itectural firm of the

0lmstead Brothers of Brookline, Massachusetts. This firm had worked ear-

lier both in Seattle and Portland developing city-wide park plans for

each jn 1903, and'in 1904 the firm contributed the overall site plan for

the .1905 
Lewis & Clark World's Fair & Exposition.

The overall des'ign developed by the Olmstead Brothers was in keeping with

the sp'irit of the City Beautiful movement but the actual realization was

more 'in keeping wìth picturesque romanticism initiated by theìr father,

Frederich Law Olmstead, in the latter half of the l9th century. Paramount

was the development of the sustaìned illusjon of natural variety in the

heart of the city - curvilinear streets and lush landscaping created vis-

tas and pictures that were meant to unfold to the viewer over t'ime as one's

way was made through the area.

The physical development of the tract was then undertaken by the Laurel-

hurst Company. The company platted 2,880 lots, paved over 26 miles of

streets and 52 miles of sidewalks, planted street trees and established

utilities. Unusual in the development of tracts at that time was the set-

t'ing as'ide of a tract for the Mann House, a refuge home for women, a ne'igh-

borhood e'lementary school, and 32 acres for a park. Unlike the parks 'in

Ladd's Addition given to the public by hlilliam S' Ladd' this tract was

purchased by the city in 1909 for $9e,000.

Bu'ildìng restrictions were the next step in development. Only detached

single-family residences, costjng at least $3,000, could be constructed,

as apartments and stores were excluded by deed. Furthermore, there were

to be no sales to Chinese, Japanese, or Negroes. Other minor restrictions
included the exclusion of either making or selling aìcholic beverages. In

all, not an uncommon list of deed restrictions for this period.

In an effort to provide easy access to the development, in .1909 the Ladd

Investment Company deeded the right-of-way along present day Glisan Street

to Portland Railway Light and Power Company (substantìa1 interest heìd by

the Ladds) for what would become the Montavilla streetcar line. Thjs was
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s'ignificant since the reliability of streetcar servjce was imperative
to the success of the project as the automobile had not yet been popu-

larized. The layout of this line ran djrectly through the roundabout at
the center of the tract, so the company built their sales office in th'is
circle. As soon as a person stepped off the car, the company immediately

set out to sell him a lot with the help of aìl the pubìic'improvements in
the district.

As each quadrant of the district was p'laced on the market, homes were

sold as soon as they were built. The first house to be constructed in
the tract was built by l^1. N. Everett and is at 825 NE Hazelfern and by

l9l0 nearly half the lots had been sold, many to eastern speculators. The

best description of the Laurelhurst development in this perìod can be seen

in a l9ì6 prornotional brochure entitled "Laurelhurst and its Park". By

this date 500 homes had been built and the former farm now had a popula-

tion of 2,500. The 36 paged brochure outlined in detail the selling points

of Laurelhurst, selìing the ambiance as much as the lots. This included
the $2 million spent for public improvements aìong the streets, but also

the park, the Laurelhurst Club and its tennis courts, photos of early resi-
dences, and other social and financial advantages of living in Laurelhurst.

The'latter portion of the brochure is filled with suggested bui'lding sty'les

and plans for prospective home builders. Special emphasis was p'laced on

the bungaìow style, to the point where one block in the district was re-
designed to be a showcase of bungalows - a "bungalow faìry'land". Called

Fernhaven Court, the block v,,as surrounded by Burnside, SE Ash, 4lst, and

43rd Avenues and included a central a'lleyway (now Ankeny Street) so that
garages and rear entrances would face onto the central court, avoiding the

necessity of ruining the front yards. By 19ì6 onìy s'ix lots were left in

this block and by .1925 nearly all had been built upon.

By 1919 public access to the d'istrict was assured due to the fact that
four different streetcar lines served the area. The East Ankeny and Mon-

tavilla cars ran through the center along NE Glisan Street and the Rose

City and Beaumont cars ran out Sandy on the north. Serving the adiacent

area to the south were the Sunnyside and Mt. Tabor lines on Belmont Street.
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By 1935 practicalìy aì1 of Laurelhurst had been deve'loped for only l0%

remained as vacant land. The overall building types ranged from Arts and

Crafts influenced mansions such as the Harvey Scott residence on Ladding-

ton Court änd Glisan (replaced by All Saints Church) and the Green resi-
dence at 33'16 SE Ankeny to the more preveìant bungalow of which there is
an est'imated 1,000 in the district. 0f note to this styìe is the afore-
mentioned Fernhaven Court and the majority of the western two quandrants.

The predominant bu'ilding material in the subdivision was, of course, wood

as less than ten tìle brick veneered homes were ever built.

Since the lots'in the subdivis'ion sold very quick'ly, the sales office that
had been located on the Glisan Street roundabout was removed in the .1920's

and replaced in 1925 by a statue to Joan of Arc, a gift of Dr. Henry Waldo

Coe. Also in these years the gate that once marked the primary entrance to
the area was removed and onìy the sandstone gate py'lons remain at the major

entry poi nts.

The distinct identity of the Laurelhurst neighborhood does remaìn though

and the bungalow styìed buiìd'ings strongly characterize the district.
Laurelhurst is a neighborhood which has had a distinctive history and still
ma'i ntai ns that sense of i denti ty. Non-res i denti al uses and zon'i ng have

not made s'ignìficant inroads into the area except in the extreme northeast

corner and along Sandy Blvd. This area is one that needs an appropriate

commitment by the city forits preservation and for the maintenance of
its symbols and ambience. Maintaining the existing livabjlity of Laurel-

hurst is the best way to preserve its historic qualities. A map deline-
ating a potential historic conservation district and a preliminary inven-

tory of s'ignì f icant structures fol low.
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Preliminary Inventory
Structures of Historical or Architectural Significance

AddressBuìldlng

Laurel hurst Park

Laurel hurst Cl ub

Coe Circle

Laurelhurst Gate Pylons

Green Residence

Albee Residence

Murphy Residence

Fernhaven Court

Mann Home

Everett Residence

8th Church of Chri st
Sci enti st

Tax Lot 29

3721 SE Ankeny

SE 39th/Gl isan
32nd / G1 i sa n / 3 9th/ Star k
32ndlBurns i de/33rd/Sandy

33'16 SE Ankeny

3360 SE Ankeny

3574 E. Burnside

Block 
.l02

1025 NE 33rd

805 NE Hazel fern

3505 NE Imperial

Date

l9l0
t 914

l9l0

l9l0

1928

cl9l5
l9l0
l9l0
1926
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The present conmunity of Multnomah is a prime examp'le of an area which
grew and prospered as a direct result of its proximity and direct rail
connection to Portland. With the construction of the "Multnomah,' rail-
way statìon by the Oregon Electric Railway Company ìn 1907, Multnomah de-
veìoped into one of the earliest cornmercial centers in southwest poriland.

Multnomah, known previousìy as Home Addition, t,üas originalìy a small portion
of the 640 acre Donation Land Claim of Thomas and Polìy Ann Tice. The
Tices arrived in Oregon from Ohio in 1850 and settled on their cla.im Febru-
ary 10, 1852. Lega'l title was delayed, but was official'ly granted gctober
15, 1873. The present business district of Multnomah lies near the center
of this tract.

Ownership of the tract changed hands several times unt'il 'it was obtained
by Finice Thomas, who died leaving no heirs. The Thomas property was then
put on the market for pub'lic sale. 0n February 3, 1872, the South poriland
Real Estate Associatjon was incorporated for the specific purpose of ac-
quirìng Thomas's estate. Despite this corporate venture, the assocjation
was unable to gain control of the land and the property was divided up.
Title was eventually obtained by Michael and Mary Steffen who pìatted a

central portìon as Home Addition on June .16, l89l. Home Addition was then
a five block tract running north and south. Presently it is bounded by Can-
by' Hume,35th, and 36th Avenues and intersected by Multnomah Boulevard and
Capitol Highway.

West Portland Park, a real estate development located to the south of Home

Addit'ion' was also being promoted at this time. As Home Addition was sited
between West Portland Park and Portland, Home Addition profìted from that
development's promotjon and the development of the West Portland park Motor
Company. Constructi on of this rai 'lway enabl ed Home Add'it'ion to have i ts
fjrst rajl connection to Portland and its harbor. During its brief life,
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from 1892 to 1899, that railroad brought qu'ite a number of homesite seekers

out to Hillsdale, Home Addition, and of course, West Portland Park.

Despìte thjs transportation connection, the area sumounding Home Addi-

tion developed rather s1ow1y. Up to 1890 this area was almost exlusively
densely wooded farmland. What land that was being c'leared by local wood-

cutters was genera'l1y for farmland for a new'ly developing daìry industry.
The rjdge form'ing the West Hills visibly and physically restricted devel-

opment on the west side of the Willamette. The east side with its abund-

ance of flat, developable land and adequate trol'ley servìce held all the

attractions for homes'ite seekers. By 1890, Home Addition was still des-

cribed as "little more than a cow pasture".

Physical development of the area was not st'imulated until April 30, .l907,

when several large port'ions of Home Addition were sold off, including aì1

of Block Three to the newìy created 0regon Electric Railway Company. This

block was sold for the inconsequential sum of ten dollars as an inducement

to the company. It was effective since it was through this block that
they ran their railroad. and upon which they built a station. The station
was named "Multnomah" as it was the company's po'l'icy to name their stations
with local Indian names. It is by this name that the community has since

been known.

Organized by Abbott M'ills, Guy Talbot, H. L.Corbett, and spearheaded by

C. F. Swigert, the 0regon Electric Rai'lway Company built the c'ity's first
electric interurban railroad. Swigert, described as a tìreless builder,
was an engineer by trade and had aìready been involved in the construction
of the Morrison Bridge and severa'l trolley companies. So with Swigert's

skill and Corbett's First National Bank's financing, the company set about

to bui ld a rai I road throughout the va'l ley.

The line began at Front Avenue and Jefferson in downtown Portland and made

intermediary stops at Fulton Park and Capito'l Hill before arriving at Mult-

nomah, but the trip onìy took l5 minutes. Later the line was extended from

Garden Home to Forest Grove and down the valley to Salem and Eugene. The

completion of an interurban raì1way to such "suburban" developments sur-
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rounding Portland proved to be the key event in the development of the

Multnomah conmunity.

As soon as the line was completed, country residents could commute into
Portland for shopping and s'ightseeing and businesses and home seekers couid

locate aìong the length of the railroad tracks. The railroad further en-

couraged peop'le to locate aìong'its length by offering 60 ride commuter

tickets priced a 1 1/2t per mile and weekend valley excursion rates for
two dollars. Promot'ion v'ras also given to the opportunity for city dwel-

lers to purchase little "orchards" around Multnomah and Garden Home. The

western ethic of having a p'lace to call one's own aided the developing

communi ti es.

The decade followìng the introduction of this railway illustrates the
growth of Multnomah and the events of these years shaped the community in
its present configurat'ion. Residential development was sparse and gener-

al ly surrounded a rap'idly devel opi ng busi ness center, act'ive1y bei ng pro-

moted by the Multnomah Improvement Club, which was organized'in l9ll.
Later called.the Commercial Club, th'is booster organization succeeded in
having sidewalks'layed, street'lights installed, roads improved, and

ra'i I road fares to Portl and reduced.

The club also aided in perhaps the second most important development in
Multnomah. After a bitter struggle with Portland's c'ity fathers, Bull
Run water lines were extended to the conmunity from Portland in .l9.l3.

Before 1913, the approximateìy 40 families in the community depended on

poor quaf ity well water and virtually no fire protection. Electric power

was next introduced in l9l5 by Portland General Electric Company who won-

dered "why you would build a line trhough such a wild country where there

were no houses". C. F. Swiger happened to be on the company's board of
di rectors.

The business center of Multnomah grew rapìd'ly as a result of its connection

to Portland, its station location, and utjlity improvements. I. E. Pier

came to Multnomah in l9l2 and bujlt several residences and places of busi-

ness, including a large general store for Nelson Thomas in l9l4 on the cor-
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ner of 35th and Multnomah. The Pfeifer Building at 35th and Capito'l High-

way housed the first drugstore in the area. Both of these buildings were

used also as meeting ha'lls for social clubs and public entertainment.
Across the street from the Pfeifer Building stands a brick structure which

for severa'l years was occupied by Lovejoy and Jackson's General Store.

In l9l5 the Macadam Road that had led into Multnomah from Portland, was

made part of the paved Capitoì Highway. This increased the v'isìbility of
the conunercial center and led to changes in transportat'ion patterns. Com-

mercial structures began to creep up the hill away from the rail station
to take advantage of the increasing popularìty of the automobile. Paving

the road also.introduced bus service of sorts. In 1915 F. M. Reed began

his daily jitney service wìth a 250 round trip fane to Portland. Improve-

ments to this system met the rising demand of increasing patronage as the
passenger rail service declined.

Practically as soon as Multnomah's phenomenaì interurban rail service had

been introduced, the national poìitics of railroad franchises and high fin-
ance began to effect the small corrnunity of Multnomah. In '1910 the Oregon

Electric Railway Company was purchased by James Hill's United Raiìways

Company. Hill's interests in the Willamette Valley's service lines then

began to attract the attention of Edward Harriman's Southern Pacific rail-
road system. As a resuìt, competing routes b,ere added to the valley sys-

tem that squeezed the passenger service off the interurban lines. Empha-

sis was placed on the movement of freight over passengers and passenger

servi ce was fi nal'ly suspended.

The introduction of paved streets, popularization of the private auto, and

the decline of mass transit all contributed to changing of the phys'ical

character of Multnomah. The most influential effect was when in the ear'ly

1920's the Oregon Electric Rai'lway right-of-way vlas acquired and Multnomah

Boulevard was constructed along with the Capitol Highway overpass. The

businesses which had been 'located near the station !{ere either relocated

or demolished and the entirety of the Multnomah business center was now

centered on Capitol Highway.
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The remaining commercial structures retain a great deaì of their early
20th century ambiance. A large number now contain antique stores attract-
ing customers city-wide, but the majority still serve as the community's

commercial center. Preservation of this nucleus as the community's center
is important as an alternative to regiona'l shopping centers. A map delin-
eating this district and an inventory of signficant structures follows.
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Located on the Donation Land Claim of Captain John Heard Couch, Nob Hill
'in Portland's northwest was so named due to the fact that from the 1870's
through the first decades of this century, Nob H'ill was perhaps the most

eìegant and fashionable place to live in Portland.

One of Portland's found'ing fathers, Captain John H. Couch was a former res-
ident and sea merchant of Newburyport, Mass. Couch settled a claim on the
western bank of the Willamette River in lB45 after first sighting the spot
on a trading excursion to Oregon Cìty in 1842. Known as Donation Land

Claim #52, Couch's claim comprised the 640 acres generally bounded by the
hlillamette Rìver, 2lst Avenue, and Ankeny and Thurman Streets. Couch chose
thìs spot bel'ieving it to be the best pìace on the river to develop a port.
Portland's post-bellum economy more than proved hjm right.

Shortly after claiming this land, Couch platted the portion closest to the
river. He laid out his streets'in a true north/south grid system. Thjs
was in contrast to the southerly, ne'ighboring claims of Francis Pettygrove
and Asa Lovejoy, which had streets platted paraììel to the rjver. Couch's
method thus created the odd angle where Ankeny and Burnside Streets meet.
Couch then set about to construct a famì1y home along the shores of Couch

Lake, which has ìong been filled and where Union Station now stands.

It wasn't'long before the edges of the river were crowded with stores and

wharfs. As early as .l860, the waterfront area along the Willamette was

developing into a burgeonìng commercial district. As these commercial

uses expanded, the early res'idences were forced out. Consequently, the
city's first resident'ial district grew up aìong Fourth and Fifth Avenues,

away from the hustle of the riverfront. It was here that prosperìng mer-

chants like corbett, Failing, Ladd, and couch erected fam'ily homes, often
occupy'ing entire blocks. But the rush of commercial development soon over-
took even this area, crowding out the Couch family.
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In order to provide new homes fot" his famìly, Couch extended the streets
of his claim westward. He then subdivided the area east of l9th Avenue

into the typjca] 200 by 200 foot blocks, in observance of Portland Ordin-
ance N0.177. Next he made the blocks west of l9th twice as large to fa-
cilitate the Couch famìly settlement. Along l9th Avenue between Everett
and Johnson Streets, Captaìn Couch gave a double block to each of his four
daughters and to his brother*in-law, George Flanders. Except for the young-

est daughter Mary, who left Portland to reside in Paris, all built homes on

these properties between lSBl and 1885.

The Couch fami'ly settlement became the foundation for the development of
Nob Hill, or the West End as it was then called. In was here that the
Couch famiìy sought to create in Portland an extension of New England cul-
ture and leyel of soph'istication.

Due to the arears relatiye isolation from the rest of the city, and since
the residences had the majority of their physical and socjal needs ful-
filled within the neighborhood, a profound introspective attjtude deveìop-

ed. Not only were the related residents of a similar socio-econom'ic class
living in the same area, but these characteristics were perpetuated be!
cause of the jsolation. The sole remaining physìca'l reminder of this phen-

omenon is the Couch family schoolhouse at 2063 NW Hoyt, perhaps the oldest
structure in the neighborhood. Thjs structure was built'in 1884, so that
Couch family children would not have to travel all the way into town to
get their schoo'ling. Not by chance did the fami'ly feeì that their ch'ildren
could be more proper'ly educated closer to home. After the fami'ly no long-
er needed it, the structure was converted into a residence and is current'ly
being used as an office.

Due to the relative social isolat'ion another phenomenon occurred - the de-

veìopment of the neighborhood as a clan. Not ìong after the area was set-
tled, a trend of intermarrying began which eventually banded the nejghbor-
hood tighter than common affluence ever could. By the turn of the century,
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practically every prominent name famiìy was related to each other. In fact,
the advjce often given to a young man to assure future happiness and success
was to "join Trinity Episcopa'l Church and marry a Couch".

Aside from the family schoolhouse and isolated homes, there is litile left
from this elegant era that gives the feel of this proud neighborhood. The

neighborhood's first box-like structures, primarily decorated cottages built
by the Couch family, were rep'laced by more elegant structures. The ga1lop-
ing economy of Portland, coupìed with increasing Romantjc tastes, enabled
new'ly prosperous merchants to construct Italianate villas and great Queen
Anne Victorian residences, heavy with decoration and stained g'lass. Re_

grettabìy, most of these have been lost.

Among those that remain are the heavy stone and shingìe Richardsonian
styìed structures, such as the George Heusner residence at 333 NhJ 20th
Avenue.'Following th'is style came the handsome Georgian revival mansions,
like the Abbott Mills residence at 733 Nl,l z0th and different period revival
homes like the Colonial revival Edward Failing residence at 1937 NW John-
son. 0f particular note in the Nob Hill neighborhood is the concentrated
number of residences from the period .1890 to l9l0 that were done by the
same architectural firm - Whidden & Lewis. Perhaps the best illustration
of this firm's evolutìon is the comparison of the 1892 Dr. Kenneth Mac-

Kenzje residence at 615 Nl,'l 20th Avenue, a fascinating blend of the Richard-
sonìan and Scottish Baronial styles and the 1905 Isom White Colonjal Re-

v'i val res i dence at 3l I NhJ 20th Avenue.

After the .l905 
Lewis & Clark Exposition, the character of Nob Hill began

a slow evolution of change. The civic success brought about by the fair
was the primary reason that Portland's population grew from 90,000 in 1900

to nearly a quarter of a million by .1910. 
As a result of this population

explosion, the commercial center of Portland underwent a construction ex-
plos'ion. This expans'ion was soon felt in the northwest section of the
c'ity, and began to infringe upon the residential character of Nob Hill.
In the same manner that Couch had been forced to move from his earlier
homes, the property in Nob Hill was becoming too valuable for single-family
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structures to occupy an entire block.

Increasing reaì estate values in proximity to downtown was strengthened

by the same streetcars that had previous'ly carried peopìe to the fajr
through Nob Hill. These car companies developed such good servjce that
the northwest was becoming an ideal place for apartment development. Un-

heard of in Portland before 1904, apartments soon appeared next to the Glì-
san, 21st Avenue, and lgth Ayenue car lines. At the edges of the donation
'land claìms, Burnsìde Street and 2lst Avenue, commercial strips developed"

As a result, the northwest section of the city developed into the state's
largest and most densely populated district.

Conmercial encroachment and apartment deyelopment were supplemented by

familiar change to drasticalìy alter the character of Nob Hill durìng the

1920' s and .l930's. 
The foundìng families of the neighborhood were breakìng

up and moving to newer, more fashionable districts such as Dunthorpe. In

addition to moving their personaì belongings, some of the residents strip-
ped the'interiors of the older homes of their decorative millwork and in-
stalled it in their new home.

Next came the razing of many of the older homes and their rep'lacement w'ith

new projects. The Henry Hewett and Levi White homes were razed for Couch

Eìementary School. The Cicero Hunt Lewis home was demolished for the Couch

School p'layground, and the George Flanders mansion made way for construction
of Tempìe Beth Israel. The most recent example of this process was the re-

moval , moving and eventual .demoli'tion of the Capta'in James Brown house to
make way for a highrise hous'ing project.

As the automobile became more efficient, people no longer feìt compelled

to I i ve near the ci ty center. Consequent'ly, nearly aì I the ori gi na'l fami -
I'ies left and what large homes remained were converted into apartments.

The entire area took upon itself all the problems of inner city neighbor-

hoods during the 1950's. Transiency, traffic problems, and deterioration
of the area's once proud structures seemed inevitable. The ne'ighborhood

was becom'ing the province of the young and old, most of whom were visibly
p0or.
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Perhaps the best example of this interval in Nob Hill's history would be

the razing of the R'ichard Knapp residence wh'ich was located on the block

sumounded by'NW lTth and lSth Avenues and Davìs and Everett Streets.
Described as the most perfect examp'le of Victorian house design west of the
Miss'issÍppi, the 18 room mansion lvas built in lBB2 for the sum of $80,000.
Its flamboyant m'ixture of roof shapes, textures, materials, and room furn-
ish'ings was a tour de force of unparalleled craftsmanship. After the death

of Richard Knapp in .l907, the structure changed ownership many times until
1950 when it came into ownership of st. Mary's cathedral. A campa'ign to
restore the home and establish it as a museum failed, and the structure
was soon demolished in l95l to make way for a park'ing ìot and children's
playground. The block remains that way.

Begi nnì ng 'i n the I ate 1960' s , resi stance to p'iecemeal destructi on fostered
a type of renaissance in Nob Hill. New demands for old houses led to reno-
vatìon of many of the arears fine structures, and has continued into the
.l970's. 

Behind the efforts of the Northwest Djstrict Association, these
efforts have led to increased livabil'ity for the neighborhood. Not on'ly

have many of the area's houses been saved, but families are mov'ing back

into the area as well.

Originally, Nob Hill was best suited for horse carriages, three-hour lunch-
eons, and wearing reception dresses and hats to receptions. That character
of Nob Hill has disappeared" Despite that, Nob H'ill still has a vast
quantity of hìstoricaì1y and architecturally significant structures desêr-
ving of civic protection. The eastern portion of the neighborhood contains
a concentration of these notable structures - structures that were relat'iveìy
simpie ìn comparison to Nob Hill mans'ions, but are now the more ornate struc-
tures in the area. Outstand'ing in th'is group are the only group of brjck
townhouses in Portland, located on NW Irving Street between NhJ lTth and lSth
Avenues; located a block away on NW Hoyt Street'is a group of seven Vic-
torjan tract houses built by A. B. Trenkman as rental property. Many other
structures are just as important to maintain the character and feel of this
section of the city. A map delineating th'is district and an'inventory of
significant structures fol lows.
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Preliminary Inventory
Structures of Historical or Architectural Sign'ifícance

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Bui I di ng

Townhouses

Temp'le Beth Israel
l^Jhite Residence

MacKenzie Resi dence

Mi I ls Resi dence

Ayer Residence

Shea Residence

Kohler Residence

Heusner Residence

Day Bui ì d'ing

Trenkman Residence

Bergman Residence

Loeb Residence

Couch School house

Res'i dence

Resl'dence

Apartments

lst Church of Christ
Couch Elementary

St. Mary's Cathedral

Trinity Episcopal Church

Resì dence

Tri ni ty Apartments

Res i dence

Apartments

Commercial Building

Address

1705-1719 NÌll Irving
I931 Nt^J Fl anders

31 I Nt^l 20th

61 5 NW 20th

733 Nl.¡ 20rh

B'l I Nhr lgrh

.'1809 Nt^l Johnson

732 Nt^l I 9th

333 Nt"t 20th

2068 Nt^l Flanders

1704-1734 Nlll Hoyt

526 Nhl I 8rh

2'134 NtlJ Hoyt

726 NW 22nd

2063 Nf^J Hoyt

2.139 NtJ Hoyt

2148 Ntd Hoyt

2004 NW Irving
l8l9 Nt^l Everett
2033 Nt,'l Glisan

1729 N!'J Couch

225 Nhl I 9th
.1836 

Nhl Couch

120 Ntl Trini ty P'lace

2032 NW Everett
425 Nlll lSrh

102 NhJ 2lst

Date

I 893

1927

I 905

1892

I 909

I 904

I 892

I 905

I 897

1907

I 890

I 885

I 893

187 4

*
*

* Portland Historical Landmarks

137



Bi b1 i ography

"Base Book E." In custody of the Portland Title and Trust Insurance

Company. Portland, Oregon.

Genealogical Material in Oregon Donatìon Land Claims, Vol. 2. Portland,

Oregon: Genealogical Forum, 1959.

Marlitt, Richard. Nineteenth Street. Portland, Oregon: 0regon Historical

Society, .l968.

Meyer, Denìse. "A Brief History of Nob Hjll - Its Early Days." Portland

Bureau of Planning manuscript,7 May 1977.

The Neighbôr , 22 }ctober '1976, pp. l.
Oregon Journal,4 October 1976, Sec. 3, PP.17.
Staehli, Alfred M. Preservation Options for Portland Neighborhoods.

Portland, Oregon. [.p., 1975.

Willamette l^leek, l2 July'1976, "Specia'l Northwest Portland Section",

pp. l3-16.

'l38



PIEDMONT
139





Piedmont is one of several neighborhoods in the north Portland peninsula

region between the Willamette and Columbia Rivers which had its beginn'ings

as a turn of the century "streetcar suburb". Promoted as the cityrs fìrst
high quality, strictìy residential development, Piedmont retains much of
that character today. l^Jith the exception of the Piedmont Presbyterìan

Church and some commercial structures along Union Avenue, the area is ex-

clusively a residential neighborhood with a great number of fine, well-
maintained Edwardian single-fami ly residences.

The quarter section of land which later became Piedmont was granted to
Henry Walsh by the United States Government on March 10, 1866. Pursuant

to an 1885 act of Congress, this land was a Bounty Land Claim for his mil-
itary service in the Mexican-American War. Walsh then inrmediately assìgned

the land to George and Elizabeth Smjth, who apparently had been living on

the land since some time before 1850.

After changing hands several tines between 1870 and .1888 with many lega1

questions over ownership, the entire parcel was sold for $24,000 to The

Investment Company on June 22, '1888. The Investment Company had recently
been incorporated on 0ctober I, '1887 by Edward Quackenbush, l,'lilliam M.

Ladd, tr.lilliam Wadhams, and S. P. Lee with the primary intention of invest-
ìng $2S,000 in developab'le real estate.

The Company named this tract "Piedmont" due to its topography and mountain

views. The Investment Company invited the Portland and Vancouver Railway

Company to extend its tracks to Piedmont. This was done by deeding that
company a 20 ft. strip of land along Piedmont's eastern edge (Union Avenue)

under the condition that a railway line be built and maintained within that
strip. Service began as soon as rails could be laid.

0n October I 5, 1889 Pì edmont was offi ci a] ly p'latted and deed restri cti ons

and conditions of sale recorded for those desiring to settle in perhaps
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Portìand's first planned community. Streets were designed to be 60 ft.
wide with l5 ft. wide alleys running north to south, Splitting nearìy
all blocks lengthwise down the center. All waterr 9ôS, and sewer pipes,
as well as all electric, telegraph, and telephone lines except where ab-
solutely necessary for street lights, were excluded from the streets and

confined to these alleyways. Cable, electric, and horse cars were allowed
on any street as long as there was consent of two-thirds of the street's
property ot¡'rners. Steam powered vehicles of any sort were absolute'ly pro-
hi bi ted.

Persons intending to construct homes were subject to additional conditions
designed to create a high quality of residential neighborhood. Homes had

to be built at least 25 ft. from the street and'15 ft. from the lots' side
boundaries. A minimum construction price for a house was set, depending

on the lot, at $2,500 or $3,000. This was one of the first instances of
such restrictions which became more corrmon later in areas like Ladd's

Addition and Laurelhurst, also developed by the Ladd family.

The strict prohibitionist viewpoint of Edward Quackenbush, president of
The Investment Company and organizer of the Portland Anti-Saloon League,

is eyident in another deed restriction. This one prohibited the use of
any piece of Piedmont property "for the purpose of manufacturing or vending

intoxicating ìiquors for drinking purposes." If this condition was vio-
lated, the guilty party risked loss of title to his property. Other build-
ings excluded were factories, mills, lunber yards, and other objectionable
bui I di ngs .

The purpose of these conditions and deed restrictions was to keep the stan-
dards of the subdivision high so as to make it one of the most desirable
of Portland's suburbs. This drmbition to have a superior development Ís
revealed in the title of a turn of the century promotional pamphlet put

out by The Investment Company about Piedmont. It was entitled, Piedmont,

ings - A Place of Homes. ThÍs document reinforced home ownersh'ip with pro-

motional overki'll. A minor note stated that out of the first 100 homes in
the area, only one ulas a rental property.

142



The Investment Company a'lso instalìed their own electric and water systems.
The e'lectric system was provided through an exclusive contract between the
Company and the City of Albina. In fact, the franchise was the last civic
act of the independent City of Albina. The contract was signed on the last
day Albina existed as an independent city, July 6, 1891. After consolida-
tion, the City of Portland had to assume this obligation.

The water system was more independent. The Company had drilled a 200 ft.
welì and erected a large wooden water tower on Portland Boulevard and Wil-
liams Avenue to store water and service the conmunity. The structure itself
became a well-known landmark as it was over 100 ft. high, surmounted by an

observatory. The third floor of the tower even included an assembjy halt
measuring 30 ft. by 60 ft. The water system turned out to be rather in-
adequate for the scale of the development, and as a resu'lt it too was turn-
ed over to the city. The water tower remained until shortly before l9l7
when it burned as a result of arson by some youngsters.

Like Piedmont, many other subdiyisions were being planned for the peninsu-
la, and streetcar systems were being constructed and extended to serve the
area. The st. Johns line was the first. Opening on November ì, '1889, the
line traveled over the Steel Bridge to Atbina, then up l^lilliams Avenue where

transfers to St. Johns could be made. The Portland and Vancouver line was

next, serving the eastern edge of the subdivision. By t891, over thirty
trains made daily trips to Piedmont.

Other events aided the development of the subdivision. The opening of the
hlillamette River bridges created easier access to the entirety of the east
side and made development of the lands possible. In 189ì, with the consol-
idation of East Portland, Albina, and Portland a boom in construction began.

One of the first builders in Piedmont was A. H. Faber, a Philadelph'ia arch-
itecto who built a number of highly idealistic and unusual structures in the
area. These included a chimney'less house, a steep roofed, unsymmetrical one,

and an unorthodoxically designed cement block house. Al'l three of these
structures remained unoccupied for several years after they were built. One

structure, known as "Quackenbushrs Folìy", was primari'ly a stone structure
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on the first level with an upper wood frame containing asbestos shingles"
This was the first reported use of asbestos shingles in the Northwest.
Built on a cooperative basis, the structure was p'lagued by several law-
sui ts .

Development of the entire subdivision was rapid. Between l8gl and 1907,

each of the boundary streets were extended, except Comrrercia]. By 1909,

over 140 dwellings had been erected. As it had been touted, the residents
were primari'ly upper-middle class professionals who owned their own homes.

Most of the residents conmuted into Portland for their professional work,
but a few were employed by the Swift Meat Packing Company and the Monarch

Lumber Mill, both located north of Piedmont in Kenton on the Co'lumbia S'lough.

To servi ce these conrnuters , addi ti onal streetcar I i nes grev'J up. The l,Ji I I i ams

Avenue line, beginning service in 1905, traveìed over the Steel Bridge up

I'lilliams Avenue, and ended at Kilìingsworth car barns unti'l 1909 when the
line was extended to Union Avenue. Since no businesses were permitted
wíthin the district, commercial trade was carried out'in nearby Albina or
Woodlawn, and a'long Union Avenue as the years progressed.

The pattern of primarily upper-middìe class residents remained up to the
Second World l,lar. To outsiders during this time, the area was referred to
as "the town of narrow streets and namow minds". During the second World

l¡lar, the Kaiser Shipbuilding Corporation imported ìarge numbers of workers

into the Portland area, ffiahy from the South. Quite a few of these workers

moyed into the Piedmont area to be close to the shipyards at Swan Island,
and in the process changed it into a renters neighborhood from its former

homeowners neighborhood. Today only a handful of the old families remain

as the structures contain a mixture of owners and tenants.

Overall, however, most of the'large, single-family dweìlings from its early
days remained in good condition and have been relativeìy kept up. Even the

edges of the district have remained strong. The value of the Pìedmont dis-
trict is that the area contains a great deal of its original character and

is highìy significant for its plannÍng, architectural, and social values

as a number of fine homes dating from 1890 to 1920 remain. A map deline-
ating this district and an inventory of significant structures follow.

144



ã-lo_ü_l-trJg

":åi
QoÊ t

EcB Icf -DooÞE t
i¡ ¡nnn¡rbsr
.slQ. rqE ,t

.o Þ :¿

O O' '1t-Ê D ilÕ E '¡'Ð D' (

*-.ffi"r''I-= r

_c--Q,(,tr,(_ _.o ,Í
r,13i I

l=-
€f, +r[F ;Ëåh Ë:rlf =1i* ,HFURtr+
lõË-l tolËdl rõqffi Ìffi Htr trIi

rffiffiHiHHiE

ll

HHffiHHHE faE

E
A
N

Legend

Proposed District Boundaries OOO
Areas of Historical Significance f PIEDMONT

145





Structures of
Prel iminary Inventory

Historical or Architectural Significance

Building

Garrow Resídence

Nelson Residence

Swinton Villa
Res'idence

Resi dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Resi dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Resi dence

Res i dence

Resi dence

Resi dence

Presbyterian Church

Address

211 N. Ainsworth

5621 NE Rodney

60]3 N. I'lilliams
6329 NE Union

5924 NE Garfield
6309 NE Mallory

9 NE Ainsworth

8t NE Ainsworth

132 NE Ainsworth

231 NE Ainsworth

591 5 NE Rodney

5807 NE Cleveland

6116 N. Moore

5906 N. Moore

5834 N. t'Jilliams

6214 N. llJilliams

62'13 N. Haight

5760 NE Cleveland

Date
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Located on a rise over'looking one of the earliest settlement sites on the
Portland peninsula, St. Johns' Business District still retains a consid-
erabìe amount of its character as a turn of the century cornmercial dis-
tri ct.

Soon after the Lewis and Clark Expedition had explored the peninsula, the
powerful Hudson Bay Company founded Fort Vancouver on the Columbia River
in .l825 

as an outpost for their northwest fur trade. The next early settle-
ment was Oregon City, which was established as the capital of the Oregon
Territory in .l829 at the navigational head of the Willamette River. As

settlers poured into the l,rlillamette Valley, several towns sprouted up
along the t'Úillamette River between the two towns. These new towns included
both Linnton and Portland in 1844, Milwaukie in 1847, and St. Johns in 1g52.

Named for its pioneering sett'ler, James John, St. Johns was founded approx-
imateìy six miles downstream from poriland. John, after working for two
years in Linnton, settìed in 1846 across the river near the site of the
present St. Johns Bridge. He picked this spot due to its natural harbor
and the proximity to abundant hil'lside stands of timber. After operating
a store for four years, John filed a Donation Land claim on May ì, 1g50,
for the 320 acres sumounding his homesite. Shortìy thereafter he began
operating a ferry across the river to Linnton.

Like many early Oregon pioneers, John envisioned the region's great com-
mercial potential. In order to take advantage of this potential, he in-
tended to establish a town. In lB52 he filed the pìat for the town of
St. Johns. The original townsite was located at the river's edge and is
the generaì area presently bounded by the river, Burlington, Decatur, and
John Streets.

Despìte the fact that at that time his town was practicalìy inaccessible
overland, John set out to attract residents and business to St. Johns.
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Among the persons he attracted to live in the area were Fred Ramsey, James

Bybee, and P. T. Smith, for whom the peninsu'lar 'lakes are named. The

earlÍest industry he managed to attract was the 0regon Barrel Company, a
cooperage for Spreckels Sugar Company. Even at this early date, John en-
visioned a grand haröor with rail shipping facilities and great bridges
spanning the Willamette. And as more settlers arrived, homesites began

moving up the hillside away from the flood plagued edge of the river.
Gradua'lìy enough settlers arrived and the City of St. Johns was incorpor-
ated in 1865.

St. Johns was served adequateìy by river-borne transportation and a few

river-related industries located there but real growth did not occur until
reliable overland transportation was available. This did not occur until
November 

.1889 
when a steam powered train initiated service to the town of

Aìbina. In order to continue on to Portland, passengers had to transfer
to an electric line from Albina. By 1902 the St. Johns e'lectric carline
was in operation along Lombard Street to Piedmont. Consolidation of the
carlines made travel somewhat easier but the service was less than depend-

able as transit company ownerships continual'ly changed hands.

Encouraged by liberal annexation laws, the City of Albina annexed near'ly
all of the north peninsuìa on February 20, 1891. 0n July 7, 1891, Alb'ina
was in turn consolidated with East Portland and Portland into one city -
Portland. The parochia'lism of St. Johns residents'lack of city services,
and dissatisfaction over the higher taxes levied by Portland led to the
sucession of St. Johns in 1895. This in turn led to the incorporation on

February ì9, 1903 of St. Johns, once again, as a separate city. Besides

trying to attract industry, one of the first orders of business for the new

town was the construction of a City Hal'|. Constructed in 1906 on Phila-
delphia Street, the structure is still in use as a police precinct and has

been designated a historical landmark.

Prior to 1902, there were relatively few houses and practically no indus-
tries in St. Johns. But two major factors changed this situation. In the

winter of 1902, the Oregon Railroad and Navigation Company extended their
freight line to St. Johns from Portìand. This was stimulated since local

152



.' sources were now producing electricity and natural gas in St. Johns.

These two milestones led to an industrial boom. By'1904, population num-

bered almost 2,000,mostof whom worked in the local mills and factories.
These included the Portland lvlanufacturing Company, Peninsula Iron Works,

and Peninsula Lumber Company. l,lhen barre'ls were no ìonger in great demand,

Oregon Barrel Company was then converted into the first p'lywood mill in
the country. By 1903, St.Johns was second in the state in number of in-
dustri es .

As an example of the intensity by wh'ich St. Johns wooed industrial firms
was the method used to attract Portland lllollen Mills. Constructed origin-
alìy in Sellwood in 1902, the factory was destroyed by fire in February

1904. Businessmen in St. Johns realized that mills were no longer depend-

ent on water power, irunediateìy effered the company a cash bonus of $20,000
and seven acres of free land if the company would relocate in St. Johns.

The factory reopened in St. Johns on Noyember l, 1904 and by l9l5 was em-

ployíng 300 workers with an annuaì payroì1 of $130,000. Remainìng from

thi s mi I I comp'lex i s the recreati onal bui I di ng al ong Ba'ltimore Street.
This structure housed a dining hall, rest rooms, a billiard room, library,
and a ìarge auditorium for use by the work force.

Efforts for annexation back to Portland surfaced occasionalìy from ì895

to l9ll, but it was not until l9l5 that'it was finalìy accomplished through
an amendment to the State constitut'ion. Aside from the normal arguments for
annexation, St. Johns was sought for its valuable waterfront property. The

Swan Island bar, construction of bridges and the narrowness of l^lillamette
River at Portland all combined to make the Portland Chamber of Commerce

seek additional land downstream.

The industrial district of St. Johns experienced its most prosperous years

in the years inunediately following annexation. This period climaxed with
the establishment of the Grant-Smith-Porter-Guthrie Company, a shipbu'ilding
concern which during the war emp'loyed over 2,500 men. 0verall St. Johns

had a payro'll of $3,213,000 and a total of 3,570 men empìoyed.
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To commercially support an escalating industrial workforce, a business
district sprouted up along the Lombard Street carline. By ì9.|5 St. Johns
had three banking institutions and numerous stores including Bonhamn and
Currier Dry Goods and Currin's Drug Store, and a population of approximateìy
6'000. At this time Portland as a whoìe had a popuìation of about ZZS,OO0.

This cormercial district is still evident in the concentration of commer-
cial structures located along Lombard between St. Louis and Richmond Streets.
Architecturally, the structures in this district were typica.lìy simple. The
earliest were wooden false-front Pioneer structures such as the conunercial
structure at 8326 N. Lombard. Due to the convenient location of a brick-
yard at Pier Park Place, brick construction later became popuìarized and
the majority of structures that remain are of that nature. Sumounding the
busíness district were wooden domestic and commercial structures dat.ing
frorn the turn of the century.

Introduction of the internal combustion engine led to severe changes in
the character of the district. As trucks, motorbuses, and autos came into
fashion, streets were improved for free traffic flow and garages and ser-
vice stations replaced stores and residences.

The'largest sing]e construction project to affect the district was the con-
struction of the St. Johns Bridge in 1931. This was the first suspension
bridge to be built west of the Mississippi River and its grace and simpìi-
city of design led to its designation as a portland landmark.

This bridge provided direct easy access to dorvntovn Portland and the west
side of the ldillamette. But improved circulation brought about more chan-
ges in the district. In addition to easing traffÍc across the river and

through the district, the bridge now enabled residents to go elsewhere to
shop. As a result, the business district began to lose some of its attrac-
ti on.

The events surrounding L{orld Har II brought some vitality back to the dis-
trict. Railroad spur lines were increased, factories turned out more goods,
and the docks Ìvere overflowing with activity. Even more workers flowed Ín-
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to the peninsula and more houses urere built to accomodate them. But after
the war, shipbu'ilding and dock facilities were relatively jdle and the work

force declined.

Since that time, the level of cormercial activity has been able to hold
its own but is facing an uncertain future.

Most recently the business district has experienced an infusion of publ'ic
support to maintain and enhance it as a neighborhood shopping center. Cur-
rent efforts are underuay by the city and neighborhood busìnesses to rein-
force its neighborhood ambiance.

Historically, the St. Johns Business District has served as a neighborhood
and cormunity center. l,Jhen St. Johns was once a separate city, this dis-
trict played a dominant role but as the cornmunity merged into the metro-
po]itan region, its functions declined in importance. Yet St. Johns still
maintains the lion's share of maritime and shipping facilities.

It is the aggregate of the commercial structures a'long Lombard Street which

offers the best opportunity for preserving a major part of historic St. Johns.

This area includes at least ten structures from the original town center.
Some of these are: McChesney Hotel (St.Johns Hotel) at 8947 N. Lombard;

Crouchley Plumbing Building (St. Johns Undertaking Co.) at 87ì7 N. Lombard;

Venetian Theater at 8704 N. Lombard; St. Johns Garage at 8739 N. Lombard;

and Don's Bargin Store at 8928 N. Lombard. This group of buildings along
with other compìimentary structures, would be capable of regenerating many

of the historic qualities of their perìod. A map delineating this district
and an inventory of significant structures follow.
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Prel iminary
Structures of Historical or

Inventory
Archi tectural Si gni fi cance

Bui 1 di ng

St. Johns City Hall

Res i dence/Store

St. Johns Hotel

Hotel

Print Shop

St. Johns Garage

Commercial Structure
Venetian Theater

Commercial Structure
Commercial Structure
Commercial Structure
American Legion Hall

Publ ic Library
James John School

St. Johns Baptist Church

Victorian Residence

* Portland Historical Landmark

7214 N. Phiìadelphia

9008 N. Lombard

8947 N. Lombard

8928 N. Lombard

8915 N. Lombard

8739 N. Lombard

87]7 N. Lombard

8704 N. Lombard

864'l N. Lombard

8638 N. Lombard

8326 N. Lombard

8203 N. Ivanhoe

7510 N. Charleston

7515 N. Charleston

8901 N. Leonard

7425 N. New York

Address Date

t 907

I 906

c1925

cl 905

r 9'13

I 907
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Sellwood is a significant area in Portland due to the fact that the area

is representative of a l9th century frontier town that evolved into sub-

urban development on the perimeter of a rapidly deveìoping city. The ini-
titive for this evolution was the rapid industrialization of Portland and

the effect this process had on surroundjng conmunities.

Originally, the site of Indian fishing and trading encampments, the area

today cal'led Sellvlood came under white settlement in the early .1840's.

One of the earliest settlers was Henderson Luelling, who arrived with his
family and cattle on November 

.l7,1847. His claim was bounded approximately

by the river on the west, Rex Street on the north, and 7th Avenue extended

to Milwaukie on the south. His brother A'lfred, arriyeC shortly aften¿ards
and claimed the area immediately to the north. The Luellings, subsequent-

ly with fellow settler l^lilliam Meek, founded a community with a horticul-
tural base.

Haying brought traveling nurseries across the pìains, these men established
the first nurseries and fruit orchards in the northwest. As early as '1853

these nurseries were stocked with well over 100,000 grafted fruit trees.
This stock is considered to be the embryo of the northwest fruit industry.
In addition to marketing this stock, these pioneers were all first class

hortjculturists and plant breeders. They are credited with the creation
and introduction of numerous first strains to the northwest; most important

the Bing and Lambert cherries.

But the Willamette Valley was growing rapidly. Agricultural'ly based com-

munities, like Sellwood, were qujckly overtaken by a galloping economy that
produced labor intensive jobs, such as sawmil'ls.

The community virtualìy was nameless until it was developed as part of a

real estate venture. Rev. John Sellwood, an East Portland minister who

also dabbled in real estate, purchased in 1866 for $5,400 a 321 acre tract
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of land containing much of the present community. This parcel was soìd by
Rev. Sellwood 16 years later for $32,000 to the Sellwood Real Estate Com-
pany. This is where actual development of the corrnunity begins.

The Sellwood Real Estate Company was typical of a number of real estate
ventures organized for the purpose of capitaìizing on nev,û growth in the
Portland area. Founded in 1883, this group was comprised of weaìthy port-
land businessmen, and lvas spearheaded by majority stockholder, Henry L.
Pittock, editor of The 0regonian.

The company's pìans for deveìopment of the area was evidently welt thought
out prior to the purchase, as the pìat for the proposed Town of Sellwood
(named for the previous owner) was filed within three weeks of purchase.
The investors were aware that the growing rate of industrialization along
the l^lillamette's edge was driying housing further from the City of poriland.
Located between Portland and Oregon City, Sellwood was obviousìy a'logica'l
spot to develop replacement housing. Despite the fact that lots began
selling at glso to $200 each, the growth of the town was slow and the pop_

ulation numbered only 500 by 1885. The larger lots along the riverfront,
platted specificalìy for industrial uses, soon filled up with business.
These included the G. Schindler Co., makers of furniture; and the East Side
Mill and Lumber Cornpany. Individual companies employeed as many as 600 men

by 1920.

The physical character of the conununity was, of course, not very elegant.
The roads were dirt and sometimes pìanked, and the homes were of simp'le wood

frame construction in basic Pioneer farmhouse styles. Sellwood was a work-
ing class neighborhood.

Sel'lwood remained a separate suburb of Portland. The area was indirec¡y
connected to the commercial centers of Portland, East portland, and AIbina
by a ferry to Fulton Park and Macadam Avenue. Nearby, the 0regon and Cal-
ifornia rai'lroad connected the Wilìsburg station (near present day SE Ta-
coma and McLoughlin) to East Portland and Oregon City. Workers l'iving in
Portland were thus able to commute to Sellwood. The business district was

never 'large as most local cormerce at this time consisted of the usual
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neighborhood stores - grocery stores, hotels, and saloons, mostìy centered
on Umatilla Street leading dovn to the ferry ìanding.

A steadf]y increasing population and a desire to shorten the time necessary
to reach Port'land resulted in the opening of a streetcar line to Sellwood
in 1851. The entire city was so supportive of this line that the town

agreed to pay the East Side Railway Company the sum of 920,000 just to
buiìd'it. This sum was raised by assessing each lot in Sellwood ten dol-
lars, with virtualìy every owner paying the tax voluntanily. This project
further strengthened Portl and's domi nance over Se'llwood.

Se'llwood's growth was still slow. As early as 1887, residents in need of
city services pressed for city incorporation and the state 'legislature

enacted such also in 1891. A city government was establ'lshed and charged

with public improvements. Apparent corruption and malfeasance by city
officials resulted in townspeopìe burning these officials in effigy at a

city-w'ide demonstration. This experience in local management fostered sen-
timents for annexation to Portland. Annexation occurred on September 23,
'l 893.

Compìete development of the area was also delayed due to financial diffi-
culties of the Sellwood Real Estate Company. Holdings of the company were

t'ied up in litigation from 1887 to 1893, and no additional lots lvere sold
to builders during this period. Development was limited to previously sold
lots.

The year .1893 
was very important to Sellwood. Not only could company'lots

be sold aga'in but streetcars began to connect Sellwood to other parts of
the city. Hydroelectric power from the Oregon City falls was íntroduced
permitting a streetcar l'ine from Oregon City to Portland with a stop in
Sellwood. This power line also permitted electrification of homes and

mills. These factors fostered growth well beyond the turn of the century.
By 1920 the list of local factories included the East Side Box plant, the
Oregon Door and Box Company, Multnomah Mohair, Columbia Woo'len Mills, and

the Mt. Hood Brewery, which closed during Prohibition.
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The Oaks Amusement Park was constructed in 1905 to capitaìize on the tour-
ist traffic stimulated by the Lewis & Clark l¡lorld's Fair. The project was

the brainchild of Oregon Water Pover and R.R. Company which envisioned the
project as attracting potential customers for the railroad and real estate
developments. The amusement park remains a prime city-wide attraction and

is the city's oldest operating amusement park.

The present commercial strip aìong l3th Avenue was developed primari'ly be-
tween 1905 and 1920. Construction of the Bank of Setlwood in 1907 at l3th
and Umatilla sparked other corrnercÍa'l development in the neighborhood"
Construction of the Sellwood Bridge in 1925 heightened development along
Tacoma Street.

The period of growth and development from the l890's to the Depression es-
tablished the essential residentia'l character of Se'llwood. The Depression
had a profound effect on the area as the industrial base that provided a
'local economy was destroyed. It was not until the industrial push prompted

by the second World War did Se'llwood begin to function as a growing area.
But even this was short-lived. After the war the district became a rather
depressed area distinguished by low rent housing and dectining property
val ues .

This trend continued until very recent'ly. Sellwood has seen a limited
revival of sorts in the past few years as the oìd conmercial district has

been revitalized by a variety of businesses which concentrate on antiques.
In fact, l3th Avenue is often referred to as Antique Row.

A sound core of early Sellwood buildings remain along l3th Avenue between

0choco and Tacoma Streets. This includes the Bank of Sellwood at 8301 S.E.
'l3th and the Sel lwood Fi re Stati on at 8210 S. E. l3th.

One of the oldest homes in the neighborhood is the Shannons Residence, at
1326 S.E. Tenino Street, c.1885-87. In addition to the Shannons' home, sev-
eral other buildings date from the 1890's: The Methodist Church at lSth
Avenue and Tacoma Street; The Presbyterian Church, l5th Avenue and Spokane
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Street; and The Episcopal Church at l6th Avenue and Harney Street; the

oldest structure in Setlwood remains the St. Johns Episcopal Church which

was moved to 8039 S.E. Grand and dates fronr'185.l" Amap delineating an

area of historical significance and a preliminary inventory of sìgnifi-
cant structures follovl.
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Prel jminary Inventory
Structures of Historical or Architectural Significance

Bui 1 di ng

Sel lwood Bathhouse

St. Johns Episcopa'l Church

St. Agatha School

Sel lwood Church of God

Sel lwood School

Ice Plant

Sellwood Car Barns

0.1{.P. R.R. Ticket 0ffice
Commerci al B'ldg.

Bank of Sellwood

Sellwood Fire Station
Shannon Residence

Hume Residence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence/Store

Res i dence

Power Substation

* Portland Historical Landmark

Address

7951 SE 7th

8039 SE Grand

1516 SE Miller
8051 sE I 6rh

8300 sE I 5rh

927 SE Marion

8802 SE llrh
8825 SE ilrh
8085 SE I 3rh

8301 sE 1 3rh

8210 sE l3rh
.l326 

SE Tenino

1326 SE Nehalem

1534 SE Nehalem

I 507 SE Spokane

1.l34 SE Tenino
.l336 

SE Marion

906 SE Umatilla
8502 SE I 3rh

8856 SE ì3rh

Date

I 85l

I 907
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The same rai'lroads which enabled East Portland to grow and even briefìy riva'l
Portland aìso heìped to create the city's first "suburban'* development. Al-
though the area today called Sunnyside was geographically an extension of
the City of East Portland, it was nonetheless a day's outing away in 1880.

Sunnysjde is located on a portion of the Seldon Murray Donation Land Claim"
This l85l land claim included the area presently bounded by Stark and Divi-
sion from 30th to 38th. After farming portions of this land cjaim for six
years, Murray began to sell off portions. The first sale was for land at
$.l0 an acre. Subsequent real estate speculation resulted in the eventual
sale of $62S an acre paid to James and Jane Abraham by the Sunnyside Land
and Improvement Company in ì887.

Prior to 1887, there was no firm connection between the City of portland on
the westside of the Willamette and the undeveloped tands on the eastern side.
The area irnmediateìy west of Mt. Tabor was limited to farms and orchards.
But the opening of the Morrison Bridge on Apriì 17, ì887 opened up access to
the entire eastside of the river for real estate development.

With the opening of the Morrison Bridge, the coming of the streetcar was in-
evitable. Within a month after the bridge was opened, the Willamette Bridge
Railway Company was organized for the purpose of bui]ding a rail line from
Portland as far east as Mt. Tabor. Ground was broken on September 21, lg87,
and the first steam car line ran on March 26, lggg. Due to the limitatjons
of power sources, the streetcar line was forced to take the easiest grade.
This was a'long East Morrison Street, making a turn southward at 26th onto
Belmont Street and then out towards Mt. Tabor. The street quickly became the
most important thoroughfare on the east side.

Development of Sunnyside is one of the city's best illustrations of the inter-
relationship of that era's railway and land development interests. The actual
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land development, and the layout of the streets, blocks, and Jots was done
by the Sunnyside Land and Improvement Conpany" This company was incorpor-
ated on September 5,1887, had purchased all the land in the proposed sub-
division by September 9, and advertised land for saìe by September 10. Alt
of these events occurring but two weeks prior to breaking ground for the
rai lway.

Records are not clear as to the origin of the name chosen for the deve'lop-
ment - Sunnyside. There were earlier land developments across the country,
popu'lar songs, and individual estates with that narne. Most like'ly, the de-

velopment company was playing upon the romantic optimìstic and connotations
of the name. Advertisements for the subdiyision even touted the desirability
of liv'ing on the sunny "side" of the city, outside the shadow of the west

hìlls and downtown Portland.

The primary backers of the Sunnyside Land and Improvement Company were F, C,

Goodin and Henry L. Pittock, best known as the majority stockholder of The

0regonian, also had financial interests in banks, railroads, paper mil'ls, and

other later real estate ventures, most notably Sellwood and Fulton Park.

The company filed the actual plat of Sunnyside on June7,1888, and the first
rail trip was made to Sunnyside on July 9, 1888. Shortly aften¡ards, the Mt.

Tabor Raiìway Company was granted franchise to operate a car line along Haw-

thorne, then called Asyìum Road. This line further encouraged sa'le of lots
in the southern portion of the development.

The actual subdivision was then bounded by Glisan, then Base Line on the

north, and Hawthorne on the south. 30th Avenue formed the west boundary and

the east boundary was formed by a line generally aìong 35th to 38th Avenues.

As was the general practice in subdivisions at this time, streets were named

by indiv'iduaì developers. Atl streets running east and west continued the

letter names of East Portland and were changed to the present day names'in

1892. Streets running north and south were, also as was popu'lar at that
time, named after trees. 0f these streets, Laurel is now 3lst and Chestnut

is now 36th. 30th Avenue was never forma'l'ly named since it was mere'ly a con-
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venìence road between two bordering properties.

The primary 'interrelationship of streetcars and land development was that
economical and convenient pub'lic transportation made it unnecessary for
workers to'live within walkìng distance of where they worked. The street-

lcar a'lso afforded buyers a chance to view the development and oftentimes
free rides were given as inducement. This strategy worked and lots were

quickly sold through the J. Fred Cìark and Sons agency. By 1890, there was

enough development in Sunnyside to warrant their own post office.

Another important result of the combination of streetcar/real estate devel-
opment was the development of local markets and shops along the streetcar
line. In Sunnyside, this occumed along Belmont, with even the fornation 0f
a small lgth century shopping district at the liners terminus of Belmont and

34th Avenue, then Laburnum. This shoppìng district is still evident in the

concentration of small stores along Belmont between 33rd and 35th Avenues.

Architecturally, the development continued the patterns of eastside residen-
tial deveìopment - first locating a'long the ridge streets, such as Yamhil'l

Street, and then later filling in the lower areas such as Alder Court. There

remains a rich assortment of wooden Victorian homes along Tayìor, Salmon, and

Yamhill Streets. Many of these older homes still retain the original carriage
houses in the rear yard. The overall residential pattern is one of romanti-

cal 1y styled houses.

After the turn of the century, rap'id expansion of housíng construction filled
in the gaps between the larger Victorian structures. By .1909, 

homes were

selling for the high price of $1,750. The residential character of Sunnyside

was essentially formed by the late 1920's. The district had become a staunch

working class neighborhood with solid ties centered upon the Sunnyside School

and several neighborhood churches. The Sunnyside Improvement Association had

been formed as early as 1913.

Where once Synnyside had existed by itseìf, the surrounding farms were also
turned 'into residential developments. Laurelhurst to the north was platted
by .1909 

and Tabor Heights to the east by 1910. Subsequent years had little
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effect on the development until the automobile was popuìarized.

Infatuation with the automobile resu'lted in the cormerclal establishments,
that had previously served a local clientel, now competèd for more of a

regional market. This led not only to some physical expansion of the stores
themselves, but the need to provide parking space for the automobí]e. This
resulted in the demolition of several structures and a change in the pedes-

trian character of Belmont Street.

Most recently the area has experienced increased pressures to demolish older
structures and replace them with connrerciaì expansion and residential struc-
tures of higher density. In the process, several homes have been demo'lished,
particularly in the cormercially zoned strip along Belmont Stneet.

Ïet there remains today a nucleus of structures from the origlnal Sunnyside
development that is both histor.icatly and architecturally. sr'gnificant to the
city. A map delineating this district and an inventory of significant struc.
tures folìow.
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Structures of
Preliminary Inventory

Historical or Architectural Sìgnificance

Bui lding

Res i dence

Res i dence

Parkside Apts.

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Commercial Bldg.

Commerciaì Bìdg.

Commerciaì Bldg.

Commercia'l Bldg.

Commercial Bldg.

Commercial Bldg.

Meek B1dg.

Commercia'l Bldg.

Commerci aì B'ldg.

Commerci a'l Bl dg .

Res i dence

Commercial B'ldg.

Res i dence

Fire Station
Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Sunnyside Methodist
Church

Res i dence

l,Jarehouse

Res i dence

Apartment Bldg.

Address

3228 SE Stark

3238 SE Stark

3652 SE Stark
3231 SE Alder
735 SE 32nd

3043 SE Belmont

3240 SE Belmont

3300 SE Belmont

3312 SE Belmont

3318 SE Belmont

3326 SE Belmont

3334 SE Belmont

3342 SE Belmont

3347 SE Belmont

3352 SE Belmont

3400 SE Belmont

3401 SE Belmont

3429 SE Belmont

3433 SE Belmont

3450 SE Be'lmont

900 sE 35rh

913 SE 33rd

3004 SE Yamhi I l
3010 SE Yamhill

3510 SE Yamh'i I l

3620 SE Yamhi I I

3628 SE Yamhi I I

3639 SE Yamhill

3645 SE Yamhi I I

Date
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Structures of
Preliminary Inventory

Historical or Architectural Significance

Bui ldi ng

Res i dence

Resi dence

Res i dence

Staub Memorial Church

SunnysÍde School

Resi dence

Resi dence

Res i dence

Res idence

Res i dence

Mennonite Church

Res i dence

Resi dence

Address

1009 SE 31st
.1023 

SE 32nd
'10.l9 sE 37rh

3200 SE Taylor
3421 SE Salmon

3428 SE Salmon

]200 sE 34rh
.1238 

SE 34rh

3402 SE Main

34'14 SE Main

1312 SE 35rh

3207 SE Hawthorne

3279 SE Hawthorne

Date
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In viewing Woodlawn on a map, one immediately realizes that it was appar-
ently platted in defiance to the surrounding north/south grid pattern.
Further examination reveals, howeveir, that Woodlawn hras once an independ-

ent "vi'llage" - its unique character made possible because the topo-
graphy in the area. Settled originally as a rural farm cornmunìty in the
1860's and 1870's, Woodlawn developed into a streetcar suburb by the'late
.1880's 

and later was annexed into Portland on.luly 6, '189'1.

Woodlawn was originaìly an irreguìarly shaped 320 acne portion of land

bounded by Ho'lland Street on the north, Hoìman Street on the south, Union

Avenue on the west, and extending east as far as l3th Avenue. Most of the
present-day community of hloodlawn is located on what was the Donation Land

Claim of William McCìung, who began settlement of his claim on December 
.l5,

1850. Shortly afterwards, the land changed ownership severaì tjmes.

Besides McCìung, other settlers in this area were Jelu Switzler whose

father John operated a ferry on the Columbia River connecting Portìand and

Vancouver. Lewis Love, another pioneer, ran a competing femy on the same

route. Both femies stimulated the growth of Woodlawn since they made it
more accessible from the Washington side of the Columbia as an interim
stop on the way to Portland. But Woodlawn as we presently know it did not
begin to take shape until the area was purchased in 1888 by the Oregon

Land and Investment Company.

Organized by Frank Dekum, Richard and George Durham, and H. C. Stratton,
the Oregon Land and Investment Company incorporated on March l, 1888 for
the purpose of acquiring, holding, and disposing of the real estate in the
area known as hJoodlawn. In addition to acting as real estate agents, the
company reserved the right to ìay and maintain tracks for railway and

streetcar lines on and through the streets, primarily Dekum and Durham

Avenues. In addition, they also had the power to operate gas ljnes, water
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mains, and telephone and electric wires in and through the aforementioned
streets. The company then platted hloodlawn on April 24, IBBB, and proceed-
ed inmediately to build the first six houses in the area and pìan whatever
v'ras necessary for development of the town.

Later in 1888, the rights to lay, build, and maintain a raílroad or street-
car line in l,loodlalvn were so'ld to the Portland and Vancouver Rai'lway Com-

Pôny. Directors of this company happened to include Frank Dekum and
Richard Durham. Two streetcar lines constructed through Woodlawn by this
company were the t'loodlawn and Vancouver lines. Both played a major role
in the town's development.

In September.1888, the fjrst rails were laid out aìong Union Ayenue. The

t¡loodlawn ljne ran north along Union to Fort]and Avenue where it angled
across the terrain to the intersection of Durhan and Dekum Avenues. At
this spot, a depot was located with the station waiting room built in the
middle of a triangular park. Woodlawn's conÍnercial center developed around
this depot. The Vancouver line ran para'llel to the l,Joodlawn líne, but con-
tinued on a straight course all the way to the Columbia River's edge. Both
lines ran long trestles in the Columbia Sìough and ended at the ferry
crossings where passengers, merchandise, and even trains were conveyed to
the other side.

Residential development of þJoodlawn followed the general patterns in Port-
'land at this time. Lots were genera'lly sold to individuals and small con-
tractors who either built their own homes and one or a few speculative
houses. Architecturaìly, the types of these early homes were simple, dec-
orated Pioneer farmhouses and cottages such as the residence at 7142 NE

gth. These structures had occasional band-sawn decoration, and often or-
nate gìass patterns in front door transoms. Later structures, such as the
residences at 936 NE Dekum and .1008 

NE Oneonta, showed more ornateness and

variety of details associated with Victorian styles.

By 1897, Woodlawn had developed into a small vilìage with a thriving busi-
ness district centered around Dekum and Durham Avenues. Walking aìong these
streets one could .find a bakery, a drug store, an ice cream parlor, and a

doctor's office. A short time later the area boasted two meat markets, a
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nickelodeon, tv'Io delivering grocery stores, and a tobacco store. An en-

thusiastic Conunercial Club,1ed by C. I. Bozell, actively promoted com-

mercial development of the area.

Business continued to flourish into the 1920's, although at a much smaller
rate after the completion of the Interstate Bridge in t9'17. Besides making

the ferries obsolete, the bridge and ìmproved streets greatly facilitated
travel to Portland where ìarger and more numerous shops could be found"
Unable to successfully compete with these ìarger shops, many l¡Joodlaurn mer-

chants were forced out of business.

Consequently, Woodlawn lost a great deal of its commercial actiyity and

became more residential in character. Eyen in ìts most prosperous tìmeso

l,Joodlawn was never considered a rich neighborhood. Instead, it has always

been generally classified as a working class neighborhood with solid ties
to neighborhood churchs and the l,Joodlawn School " But as the comlercia'l
economic cl'imate began to deteriorate, so djd the physical state of the
nei ghborhood.

Pìayìng an important role in Ì,'loodlawn's more recent history was the devel-
opment of the Kaiser Shipbuilding Corporation and their recruitment of over

20,000 workers in 1943. The vast majority of these workers were black and

came from the South and East Coast. After fínding work in the shipyards,
many took advantage of the low cost of homes in the l¡loodlawn area and made

their homes there. With this influx, the once predominate'ly whjte l^loodlawn

neighborhood became raciaìly integrated.

Gradua'lìy, many of the original Woodlawn residents passed away, and post-
war unemployment brought with it the ìnability to maintain the physical
character of the neighborhood. This slow deterioration continued through
the .l950's 

and seemed to reach its peak in the late ì960's when looting and

vandalism were rampant.

In .1967 it was announced that Portland was one of 63 cities to be a recip-
ient of a Model Cities planning grant. These grants were gìven on a yearly
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basis, with woodlawn to receive part of the first yearrs grant. Begin-
ning in Ju'ly 1970, the Model Cities aid was used to improve streets and
sidewalks, expand public facilities, and improve the area,s houses. As
part of the plan for the fotloving year,80 houses - among which urere some
of the area's oldest - were razed to make way for a new eight acre park.
Continuing to pìay a leading role in the upìifting of the neighborhood was
the Woodlawn Improvement Association which was established in 1967.

Yet the heart of Woodlawnrs commercial district is stilt evident near the
intersection of Dekum and Durham Avenues. This area contains a number of
original buildings, notabìy the conunercial structures at 7.l8,806, and Bl4
NE Dekum, and 6800 and 6820 NE Durham Avenues. Located in the triangu'lar
park where the depot once stood is the neighborhood fire station, current-
1y closed. This group of structures, along with other complimentary build-
ings, comprise an area that is historically and architecturally signifi-
cant to the city. A map delineating this district and a prelimi.nary inven=
tory of more s i gni fi cant structuì es fo] I ow.
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Preliminary Inventory
Structures of Historjcal or Architectural Significance

Bul ldl ns

Res i dence

Res i dence

Woodl awn Hal I

Res i dence

Commercial Structure
t^loodl awn Theater

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

C'lark Bui 1di ng

Commerc'ial Structure
Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Woodlawn Methodist Church

Res i dence

Resi dence

Resi dence

Fire Station
Res i dence

Resi dence

Res ì dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Res i dence

Address

422 NE Dekum

635 NE Dekum

702 NE Dekum

718 NE Dekum

806 NE Dekum

814 NE Dekum

936 NE Dekum

966 NE Dekum

6830 NE Durham

6820 NE Durham

6800 NE Durham

6647 NE Du:rham

6384 NE Durham

6305 NE lOth Ave.

6401 NE 9th Ave.

805 NE Portland Ave.

6817 NE 7th Ave.

6827 NE 7th Ave.

6823 NE Madrona St.
.1008 

NE 0neonta St.

1022 NE Oneonta St.
'1035 NE Oneonta St.
1085 NE Madrona St.

7205 NE lOth Ave.

7216 NE lOth Ave.

7142 NE 9th Ave.

Date

I 897c

I 892

1892

I 890

I 889

I 890
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