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SECTION I: HISTORIC OYERVIE\il

INTRODUCTION

The City of Forest Grove Historic Overview is a study of events and themes as they relate to
the history of Forest Grove. It follows the chronological periods set forth in the Handbook
to Historic Preservation Planning in Oregon, as prepared by the staff of the State Hisûoric
Preservation Office (SHPO). The Overview is an evolving document and should be updaûed
from time to time.

Temporal Boundaries: 1792-1943

This Overview covers the peri 943. The initial Euro-American exploration
of the Columbia River Valley by Lt. William R Broughûon, com-mander of
the H.M.S. Chatham. Part of rver's British exploration that followed up on
American Robert Gray'q discovery of the Columbia River, Broughton explored uprivei to the
west end of the Columbia Gorge. The year 1943 is near the end of the "Motor Age" period
and also maûches the 5Gyear criæria set forth by the National Park Service for inõlusi,on in
the National Register of Historic Places.

Spatial Boundaries

The study area for the Overview conesponds to the current city limits of Forest Grove, with
some excgptions. Bigure # ll The original EuroAmerican settlers in this area staked large
claiqrs, often up to 64O acres(one square mile) in size, so the population was quite spaneln
the Forest Grove area for many years after initial EuroAmerican settlement So for the
development of this historic context, a "Greater Forest Grove Arean has been established.
This a¡ea includes most of the countryside within a 3 or 4 mile radius of present-day
downtown Forest Grove and contains approximately 36 square miles. Forest Grove is at the
junction of lour Townships and so the study area includes the NW l/4 of Township lS, R.
3W., the NE 1/4 of Township 1S, R 4W, the SW ll4 of Township lN, R. 3W, and the SE

llese spatial boundaries are only general, and a¡e an attempt
of Forest Grove many of the first settlers who had a great

Topography:

Forest Grove is located in westem Washington County along the western fringe of the
Tualatin Plains. The Tualatin Plains were one of the earliest sites in Oregon for Euro
American settlement, as the area was particularly well suited to farming. Just to the west of
Forest Grove are the eastern slopes of the Oregon Coast Range.

were
villages

Chachemewa, at or near Forest Grove and the Chachambitmanchal,3 1/2 miles north of
Forest Grove[Beckham et al. 1f)80: 52]. Many other suMivisions of Tualatin Indians lived
near Wapato [Gaston] I-ake nea¡ present day Gasûon. This intermittent lake was located 6
miles south of Forest Grove

CHR: Forest Grove Historic Context 1993
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Figure 1: City of Forest Grove
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HISTORIC PERIODS

1792-1 8I I : Exploration

On May ll,l7gz,American Captain Robert Gray became the first Euro-American to cross

the Columbia River bar. Naming the river aft r his ship, the Columbia Redíviva, Gray was
the first of several important Americans whose presence in the Pacific Northwest helped the
United Staæs claim the region. Gray was not, however, the first to sail in Northwest waters.
Spanish Captain Bruno Heceta sailed to but did not cross

ttie bar. Some speculate, based on later such as blue
eyes in the nativè population of coasøl Oreg some Spanish
sailors either left ship or were left by Heceta. No documentation substantiates these_reports

and Gray is generally given credit as the first EuroAmerican to land in the Egion. Other
early explorers were part of the growing interest in the Pacific \or!!w9s_t. Captain James
Codk of Great Britaiñ, in his voyage of 177G80, explored the Pacific Northwest Coast,
although he missed the Columbia River entirely. Publicity of voyages such as Cook's led to
future êxploitation of the Pacific Northwest Coast, especially by Euro-American fur traders.

Gray discovered the Columbia on his second
l7g7-1790, Gray sailed the coast to obtain fu
resulted in a 9 day survey of the Columbia for

map of his discoveries was obtained by
S. Discovery, H.M.S. Daedalus, and

ar on October 19,17V2, Vancouver decided
ûo send the smaller Clntham over the bar with Lieutenant rü/illiam Broughton in command.
Broughton journe can to enter the Multnomah
Couniy area. He lrav_eled upriver.to a point
near iorbett,l2} the British flag, "claiming
the country in the name of King George III" [Corning 1956:36].

The next penetration by explorers upon the l.ower Columbia region was the 1804-1806
American expedition of Meriwetherl-ewis and William Cla¡k and their Corps of Discovery.
The publication of portions of the Journals of tlu
new information to those people who would later
and cartographic resources of the Journals were u
l-ower Cõlumbia River Valleys as a land of limitless resources spurred many úo make the trip
west during the settlement period.

The first group of Americans ûo follow læwis and Cla¡k ûo the lower Columbia River were a

group led by V/ilson Price Hunt, who worked for John Jacob Astor's Pacific Fur^Company.
in tdt 1, Hunt and about 20 men traveled overland from St. l.ouis to the mouth of the
Columbia River, where they were ûo meet an Astor ship sailing from Bosûon. Seven men
were lost as the ship crossed the Columbia Bar, but the Pacific Fur Company w¿ts established
in Astoria. The Hunt expedition marked the beginning of regular visits by Americans to the
lower Columbia River a¡ea.

During these earliest periods of exploration, the area of present day Forest Grove and other
landlocked localities were not investigated by these early Euro-American explorers. Most
explorations depended upon water routes, and large scale land exploration of the Willamette
Válley and the Tualatin Plains would have ûo wait until trapping of fur bearing animals began
in earnest.

CHR Forest Grove Historic Context 1993
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I8I2-IU6: Fur Trade and Míssions to the Indians

Reports from early maritime voyage
expedition indicated that the country
bearing animals, chiefly beaver, Between l8l1 oited
the fuiresources of the Columbia. Unlike the free-trapper system of the Rocky Mountains
and Missouri River drainage, the Columbia fur trade followed a corporate model of joint-
stock companies which sought profits for their investors.

John Jacob Astor's Pacific Fur Company was the first on the Lower Columbia, constructing
Fort Astor at the river's mouth in 1811. The North West Company of Montreal, which had
established posts on the Upper Columbia in 1809 and 1810, entered into direct competition
with the Astbrians later that year. Both firms actively sought to dominate the trade until
1813, when the Astorians learned that the War of 1812 had broken out in the Fast. Unable to
match British maritime and military suprem¿rcy on the Pacific Coast, Pacific Fur sold Fort
Astoria to the Nor'Westers at a loss. Soon after the transaction, the British Royal Navy's
warship, Raccoon, seized the post and renamed it Fort George.

The Treaty of Ghent ended hostilities and resûored the statw quo ante-bellumby returning to
the United Staæs all teniûory confiscated by the British. While the American fur taders did .

not return ûo Astoria, their presence from 1811-1813, along with Gray's crossing of the
Columbia Ba¡ and the discoveries of læwis and Clark, helped establish an American claim to
the Oregon Country. In 1818, negotiations betrveen the United States and Great Britain led
to a joint occupation agreement, in which both nations recognized mutual rights of access and
commerce in the Northwest Ten years later, in 1828, both parties agreed to renew the joint-
occupancy arran gement.

While the Americans made claim to the Oregon Country following the War of 1812, their
pres€nce was not nearly so great as that of the British and Canadians, Operating out of Fort
George, the North West Company men trapped extensively on the tributary rivers and creeks
of the Lower Columbia and Willamette, including the Tualatin River. 7¡alotls trappers had
exhausæd the fur potential of these areas by 1820 and turned to the interior, traveling the
network of rivers to the untapPed valleys.

For several years, the North West Company had been locked in violent and destructive
competition with their rivals for Canadian furs, the Hudson's Bay Company[HBC]. In
lg2I, however, Parliament ended the struggle by forcefully merging the two companies
under the Hudson's Bay Company. By the terms of the merger, the HBC absorbed the
North West Company and took possession of it's posts. Fort George became the
headquarærs of the HBC's Columbia Department. ln 1824, George Simpson, head of the
Northêrn Department of the Company's operations visited HBC operations in the Columbia.
Unsatisfied with the department's profitability, Simpson ordered the Company to improve its
competitiveness by reducing its imports of foods and products from England. Imports were
substituted by crops, livestock, and dairy products produced on company farms, fish caught
from the Northwelt's rivers, and ncountry-made" manufactured goods from the company's
blacksmiths and woodwrights. In order to betær fulfill the Company's new mandate,
Simpson ordered John Mcl.oughlin, chief factor of the Columbia Department, ûo construct a
new-departmental headquarters on more agriculturally suiable land further upstream.

In 1825, McL,oughlin began construction of Fort Vancouver, the Company's new
administrative center and depot near the confluence of the Columbia and V/illamette rivers.
The new post's location proved much better for farming, stock-raising, and lumbering, and
provided the Company with an advantageous position for communication with the interior,

CHR: Forest Grove Historic Context 1993
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the Willamette Valley, the coast, and Rrget Sound. As well as developing the extractive
industries that would form the core of the Northwest's economy, the Hudson's Bay

region with civil I over its tenitory by the

Çompaly maintai 's whites, and relatively
Native Americans of the HBC that

impacûed Fgresl Grove- were Mcl,oughlin's efforts in developing the local extractive economy
and preserving law and order. These developments indicaæd ûo Americans that the
Willamette and l,ower Columbia valleys were suitable for permanent settlement.

lpurred by thg efforts of the Astorians, the publication of the læwis and Clark journals, and
the writings of the American settlement advocate Hall Jackson Kelly, American interests
began seeking another foothold in the Northwest. In 1832, Nathaniel Wyeth, a Boston

in
hip

pany. He sta¡ted out again in 1834, with a
on Sauvies Island, in western Multnomah

County. On the island, Wyeth's firm sawed lumber, caught and packed salmon, and raised
croPs, all for export ûo the Sandwich Islands. While the most extensive American economic
effort in the Oregon country during that period, Wyeth's company failed and he returned to
Boston and the ice business in 1836 [Corning 1956: T75].

The efforts of missionaries, too, cleared the way for the American migrations of the l&l0s
and 1850s. Jason [æe traveled to Fort Vancouver in 1834 with the second Wyeth party, and
established a Methodist mission ûo the
extensive reports to the East of the fert
generate considerable interest in Oregon. In I
with fifty-one pioneers, who he soon set ùo bui
Valley. The growing American presence in the valley, funded by church contributions, drew
considerable attention in the United States. The Methodists expanded their presence in the
Oregon Country, establishing missions at Oregon City, Clatsop Plains, The Dalles, and
Nisqually, on Puget Sound. While a failure at converting and educating the native
Americans, the missionary effort succeeded in obtaining land and encouraging further
American settlemenl The Methodists, displeased with the secular orientation-of the mission
to Oregon, dismissed Lee in 13¡44 [Schwantes 1989: 8l].

The missionary activities of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions
[ABCFM] were also signifìcant in the American settlement of Oregon. In 1836, the ABCFM
di_spatched the Marcus and Narcissa rWhitman and Henry and Eliza Spalding to Oregon !o
"christianize" the Cayuse and Nez Perce peoples of the Columbia Plateau. Reachinþ Fort
Vancouver in 1836, the ABCFM missionaries were the first ûo bring horse-drawn vehicles as
far west as Fort Boise on the Snake River, and brought the first white American women
overland to Oregon, two signihcant accomplishments of psychological importance in
encouraging further Americans to emigrate.

Forest Grove lamette Valley.
The first settl The Smith's, part
of a group of and in 184O tothe
Whitman Mission in Walla Walla- l-eaving the Whitman Mission in l&11, they settled on a
land claim just south of present day Forest Grove on September 29, I%llGenealogical
Forum of Portland, Oregon 1957:351.

Other Euro-Americans who settled claims near Forest Grove during the l&l0's, were in
Oregon prior úo the Great Migration of 1&13, but living elsewhere. These included Elkanah

CHR: Forest Grove Historic Context 1993
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Walker, who arrived in Oregon Territory in 1838, and Henry Buxton, who with his son
Henry Buxûon Jr., a¡rived with the Red River Migration at Fort Vancouver in Ocûober of
l&11 lGenealogical Forum of Portland, Oregon 1959:26,43,66]. This group of British,
Scotch, French and Indian was to have established an agricultural colony on Puget Sound.
With the failure of the colony, most in the party, including the Buxtons, found better land
south of the Columbia River in the Willamette and Tualatin Valleysfi-ang 1885:60G6ffi].

A. T. Smith kept a diary during his early days on the Tualatin Plains. His descriptions of the
everyday operations of a wilderness farm shed important light on the early days of the Forest
Grove area and Willamette Valley immigrants in general. Smith's first activity upon arriving
in September of 1&11 was ûo build a dwelling. He spent most of that first fall and winter
building a cabin, complete with roof, floor, and door. Other early improvements included
much of the furniture in the house, as most settlers had little to start with after the trip across
the continent [Bowen L978:73-74]. Only afær establishing a dwelling muld Smith turn ûo

the establishment of a farm.

Drawn by reports of fertile farm land, the diminished Indian population, and a salubrious
climate, many Americans began migrating to the Willamette Valley in overland wagon trains
in IU2. Led by Dr. Elijah White, the IU2 group crossing on the Oregon Trail adapæd the
model used by emigrants on the Santa Fe Trail. William A. Bowen described the White
train:

In addition to oxen, horses, and pack mules, the train included cattle and
eighteen large wagons. These were circled each evening in the traditional
manner and the livestock were corralled within the perimeter. ...fllhe
membership hired guides and established an organization to maintain order and
regulate daily tasks [Bowen lT78: I2].

The emigrants left Missouri in the spring, crossed the Great Plains, traversed the Rocky
Mountains by way of South Pass, followed the Snake River to Fort Boise, where they
headed west across the Northeast Oregon hills and the Blue Mountains. Crossing the
Columbia Plateau, emigrants followed the Columbia River to the Dalles, where they then
hired boats or set about constructing rafts in which to navigate the river downstream to the
V/illamette Valley. For settlers coming to the end of the Oregon Trail, the Tualatin Plains
were a close and popular destination. Nearly all of the land available for settlement in the
valley of the Tualatin River had been taken within 10 years of the Great Migration of 1843.

Oregon's population continued to grow and in July 1&13, settlers gathered at Champoeg on
French Prairie to establish a provisional government. Harvey Clark represented the Forest
Grove area at the Champoeg gathering. Based on the laws of the state of Iowa, the
Provisional Government's First Organic l¿ws a]so included land-grant language simila¡ to
legislation proposed that year by Uniûed Staæs Senator l.ewis Fields Linn of Missouri.
While the federal legislation failed ûo become law, the Provisional Government established
procedures for marking and recording land claims, requirements for improvements within six
months and occupancy within one year, a marçimum claim size of 64O acres, and a limitation
of one claim per free white male.

The overland trek was grueling and upon arrival emigrants were often badly in need of food
and cash. The emigrants of lU2 settled largely near the population centers of the Methodist
missions and Oregon City, where employment could be found [Bowen, 1978: I2l. Most of
the nearly 900 settlers in the l&13 group began to take up provisional land claims in the
prairies of the rural Willamette and Tualatin Valleys, where they could plant wheat quickly,
withot¡t clearing the land. Employment and loans from the Hudson's Bay Company were

CHFL Forest Grove Historic Context 1993
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vital in raising cash to purchase food, equipment, and seeds necessary to establish

themselves in their new land.

Aside rrom A. r. and Abigal smith, severar tTfiäi:t'ffi*'Hff.'tff 
1i'"i,"Î131,ï.0

November ?A, ls13lGenealogical Forum of
anived in Oregon in 184ì and settled a claim
n June 17, l&+slcenealogical Forum of

Portland, Oregon 1957: 351.

n'
ical Forum of Portland, Oregon 1957: 511.

return to Missouri in 1845. Brown came

back in 1846 with his family and settled on a claim I mile north of Forest Grove_fl-ang

ig85.5fg, Genealogical Foium of Portland, Oregon 1959771. Included. in the Brown clan

** t ir mother faUittra Brown, who would laærloom large in the establishment of Tualatin
Academy.

These early farmers had much to accomplish
64O acres, most settlers only cultivated a frac
a crop required large amounts 9{ labor. By 18

acresof their claim[Bowen 1978: 7 4].

As the region's American population contin
increasedover the nownershipn of Oregon.

t;

a doctrine that envisioned the United States st

c w¿ts full of expansionist bluster, once elected
Great Britain and the boundary was
Vancouver Island. The treatY was
nty and encouraging more

nt of Oregon.
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I 847- I 865 : Settlement, Statehood and Steampower

Resolution of the Oregon Question in favor of the United Søtes and anticipation of federal
land grants to settlers spurred a sharp rise in the number of emigrants for 1847. In excess of
5,000 people made the cross-continent journey in that year, more than twothirds of them
going to Oregon. Of that numb€r, most settled the land south of the Columbia River [Bowen
L9?A: ß1. According ûo Bowen, 1847 was the last *normal" year of migration because,

"Destruction of the Whitman Mission, and resulting Indian hostilities east of the Cascades,
combined with the discovery of gold in Califomia to alter dramatically the direction and scale
of westward movement" [Bowen 198: 13 - 141.

The final years of the 184O's were decisive ones for the future of Forest Grove. Additional
settlers wère arriving every year in the area- Based on the religious comrnitment of early
settlers like Smith and Clark, the community was quick to organize a church and did so in
l&ls[Gilbert n.d.: 1]. The arrival of Tabitha Brown with her son, local settler Orus Brown,
added another component to the establishment of a community. Tabitha Brown offered to
start a school for n. . . orphans left by the many deaths among the emigrants on their trip
across the plains"lcilbert n.d.:1]. Brown started her school in Harvey Clark's log cabin,
near the corner of 15th Ave. and Elm Street in Forest Grove. This school opened on April
29, 1848[Gilbert n.d.: 1]. Owing ûo the fact that only a few EuroAmerican orphans lived in
the area, Brown also opened the school to local Native American children. This move ht inûo
the duty felt by many early religious settlers to "civilizen the Native Americans. But not only
were there few orphans in the area, but there were also few Native Americans, as most had
been killed off by the epidemics that ravaged the Willamette and Tualatin Valleys a few
decades ea¡lier. Brown looked elsewhere for students, and the move the create a school for
the children of local settlers was born.

With a growing population and the outbreak of the 1847 Cayuse War, Oregon needed
governmental organization and federal services. After vacillating for tïo,yea5 since the
i-nternational boundary settlement, Congress on August 14, 1848 passed the Oregon
Tenitorial Organic Act. The ûerriûory included was bounded on the north by the 49th parallel,
on the south by the 42nd parallel, on the west by the Pacific Ocean, and on the east by the
continental divide. Included within its boundaries were all of present-day Oregon,
Washington, and Idaho, as well as western portions of Montana and Wyoming.

Rooæd in the Northwest Ordinance of I7U, the Oregon Organic Act provided for a system
of rectangular survey to be used in dividing and disposing the public domatn The Organic
Act also mandaæd the Northwest Ordinance's policy of "utrnost good faith" in dealing with
the Native American population. Indian land was not to be taken or settled upon unless
aboriginal title had been extinguished through treaty cession or declared war.

Most signifìcant of the federal services, both to the native population and the settlers, was
createdôn September n,I8fl, when Congress passed "An Act to Create the Office of
Surveyor-General of the Public Lands in Oregon, and to Provide for tlæ Survey, and to
Mal<e Donati.ons to the SetÍlers of Said Public Lands." The Donation [-and Act legalized land
claims made under the provisional government, and granted 320 acres of land to American
citizens over the age of 18 who had arrived in Oregon prior to December 1, 1850. Those
arriving by December l, 1853, were eligible to claim 160 acres each. Although residency on
the land fór four years in which the claimant was to make improvements wa^s initially
required to secure patent in fee simple, amendments to the law after 1853 allowed for
payments of $1.25 per acre instead fBeckham 19{36: 161].

CHR: Forest Grove Historic Context 1993
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A large problem remained. Even though the Donation [-and Act had been passed, there was
the not-so-small problem of obtaining the land from the Native Americans who owned it
The government could not give away what it did not own, although it did anyway. While
Governor Joseph l-ane had been advocating for the removal of Willamette Valley Indians to
east of the Cascades, formal treaty-making w¿rs not initiated until late 1850, when Congress
authorized a treaty commission ûo negotiate with the Kalapuya and Mollala In 1851,
Superintendent of Indian Aflairs Anson Dart negotiated treaties with the Clackamas,
Cathlamet, and Clatsop Chinook, as well as other North Oregon Coast tribes [Beckham
1990: 1811. None of these treaties was ratified by Congress, however. Whites ignored the
"utmost good faith" clause and continued ûo settle in Indian Country.

Since permanent settlement necessiøæd clearing the woods, grazinglivestock on the
meadows, shooting wild game for food, and erecting buildings and fences, the Native
Americans found their range consricted by each wave of settlement. Euro-American uses for
the land and its resources, the growing white population, and a proscription on the Native
American land management practice of burning ûo improve hunting and the gathering of seeds
and berries further divested Indians from full use of their aboriginal lands.

The Organic Act failed to deliver security for the Native Americans, but it certainly delivered
services for the settlers. A flood of federal investment brought mail service, a territorial
library, military wagon roads, railroad surveys, navigation enhancement projects, and
miliøry support in the form of the Uniæd Søtes Army and military forts to protect settlers in
Oregon and emigrants on the trails.

Those settlers qualifying for land under the Donation l¿nd Act included most of the early
Forest Grove sèttlers, such as Smith, Clark, Wren, Brown, the Buxtons, and Geiger who
had all settled prior to 1847. Others were quick to join them by the early 1850's.

The impact of these Donation L-and Claims IDLCs] on the early hisûory of Forest Grove wa.s

significant. The large claims created great distances between neighbors. I! th" 36 squar_e 
_

miles surrounding Forest Grove, there were only 25-30landowners in 1854. A total of 252
people lived in this area in late 1850, creating a population density o! 7 per square mile[US
Bureau of the Census 18501. L-arge families ac ounted for much of the density.

The low population density created a challenge for the development of Oregon towns. Most
early Oregon towns existed due ûo their proximity to waær fransportation, and then later due
to the presence of a railroad. Early DLCs were near the Willameffe or its tributaries, to take
advanøge of easy fansport. While near the Tualatin River, the future site of Forest Grove
did not appeil to have the necessary components to become a thriving agricultural center, as

the Tualãtin was not entirely navigable. Forest Grove did become a thriving small town in
later years, but due instead to the presence of a strong church and Tualatin Academy-Pacific
University.

Tabitha Brown's school for orphans and Native Americans on Harvey Clark's land did not
last long. In 1&l8, the school sought and obtained a charter from'the Territorial Legislature.
Hanrey Clark and Orus Brown acquired a portion of deceased Soloman Emericks' land claim
and Clark donated a portion of it to the new school. flWashington County Museum 1984: 2).
The school was renamed Tualatin Academy and opened ûo serve local students. Clark sold
some of the remaining land for division into residential and commercial lots ûo raise money
for the school. The town site was then laid out a¡ound the school. This development was
critical ûo the early history of Forest Grove. Since there was no direct water transportaúon to
the town site, the school and Clark's Congregational Church became a focus for
development.

CHR: Forest Grove Historic Context 1993
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The community grew with and around the church and the Academy. On January 10, 1851,
the trustees of Tualatin Academy adopted the name Forest Grove for the community. J.

Quinn Thornton proposed the name. Thornûon anived in the Willamette Varlley in November
1846 and had named his homestead Forest Grove[McArthur 1982: 283]. This pattern of
decision making demonstrates the interconnectedness of civic, religious and educational life
in early Forest Grove. Those persons active in civic affairs were the same individuals active
in the church and with the Academy.

In 1851, College Hall was constructed on the Academy câmpus for classroom sp¿rce and it is
the oldest structure extant in Forest Grove today.
Places on February L2,lyl4, the Academy build
defense against Indian attacks. These attacks nev
Native American population decimaûed by disease. Settlers'exaggerated fea¡s of attack are a
common th¡ead in the history of the American WesL Few attacks upon settlers ever
occurred, and fewer still were unprovoked.

The Pacific Northwest's EuroAmerican population grew and became increasingly permanent
in the 1850s, much ûo the despair of the Native American populations. V/ar between whites
and the Yakima and Klickitat tribes of eastern Wa^shingûon erupted in 1855. The United
States Army, operating out of Fort Dalles, Fort Steilacoom, and Vancouver Barracks
prosecuted the war, but early battles favored the Indians. In response, the_Army called for
volunæers and eight companies were formed by settlers eager to quiet the Indians [Corning
1956:2761. The brief war ended any threat, real or perceived, that the native population
posed.

The settlers who lived in Greater Forest Grove in 1850 were typically white farmers who
were born in the Midwest. Greater Forest Grove was LOMo white in 1850. Native
Americans do not show up on the census, and they were later confined to the Grand Ronde
reservation in 1855[Beckham et a]. 1980: 1061. The occupations of Forest Grove area
residents were nearly all linked to agriculture, with the notable exceptions being those
occupations related to education and the church.

TABLE 1

Greater Forest Grove Occupations, 1850
[males 16 years and older]

OccuEntion Total 7o of work force

Farmer
Painter
Carpenter
l-aborer
Minister
Missionary
Teacher
County Clerk
Millwright
Mller

43
3
2
2
1

I
I
I
I
I

777o
57o
47o
47o
27o
27o
2Vo
27o
2Vo
27o

[US Bureau of the Census 1850]
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State

TABLE 2
Greater Forest Grove Population Origin, 1850

Number 7o of taøl

Missouri
Oregon Terr.
Illinois
Kentucky
Ohio
Iowa
New York
Pennsylvania
Tennessee
Ma.ssachusetts
Indiana
Connecticut
Virginia
Arkansas
8 others

Sandwich Is
England
unknown

60v
19
18
I7
12
ll
9
7
6
6
5
5
3
t2

237o
2O7o
77o
7Vo
67o
47o
4Vo
37o
37o
2Vo
27o
27o
27o
IVo
4Vo

.57o

.57o
27o

1

1

6

[US Bureau of the Census 1850]

Forest Grove's immigrant population is reflective of Oregon's. Missourians dominated the
1850 rural settlement landscape in Oregon and Forest Grove[Bowen 197{3: 50]. Illinois,
Kentucky and Ohio were also well represented in the 1850 Forest Grove area census. Nearly
all Forest Grove residents were American born, and families started having children
immediaæly afær their a¡rival in Oregon, driving up the Oregon born statistics.

In addition, several of the early settlers were from New England. Emigrants bom in the
Northeast usually settled in urban areas, with the notable exception of the Forest Grove area.
According to Bowen, the only recognizable rural neighborhood of Northeasterners in Oregon
in 1850 existed in the greater Forest Grove area. This was largely due to the presence of
several Protestant missionaries who were natives of the east coast[Bowen 1978:431. While
those from New England, including the Clarkes, Smiths, Walkers and Browns were among
the notable early settlers in the Forest Grove area, they were still in the minority.

After building a second cabin, Alvin T. Smith built a third house just south of present day
Forest Grove between 1854 and 1857. It remains as one of the oldest extant structures in the
community and was placed on the National Register of Hisûoric Places in L974. Another
early building was Stephen and Parthenia Blank's home at2ll7 A Street, built in 1858.
They later ran a hotel from that location. The Congregational Church built a New England
frame style building ûo replace their log cabin in 1859 on the church property between
College Way and Main Street where the current church stands[Washingûon County Museum,
1984: 41. A church commons was created out of the south ll2 of the Block, adjacent to the
north side of Pacific Avenue. This commons served as the town square until the 20th
century and in 1860, the post office was moved next ûo the square, cementing its position as

CHR: Forest Grove Historic Context 1993



t4

the center of the community. The square was in many ways representative of the social
structure of the community - built around the church and the college.

In 186O, approximaæly 430 people lived in greater Forest Grove. This estimate is rough,
given that census takers did not usually give geographic landma¡ks in either the 1850, 186O

or 1870 census. It is diflìcult to compare population totals for these years, as it is impossible
ûo know the exact boundaries of a particular tally.

TABLE 3
Greater Forest Grove

Occupations, 1860

Occupation Number Vo of øøl

Farmer
Merchant
Cabinetmaker
Peddler
Blacksmith
Minister
Professor
Millwright
Painter
Clerk
Lumberman

æ
2
2
)
2
2
I
1

1

1

1

647o
27o
2Vo
2Vo
27o
2Vo
I7o
lVo
l7o
lVo
I7o

427o
97o
67o
67o
57o
47o
47o
4Vo

[US Bureau of the Census, 1860]

Of the 97 persons employed, farmers dominaæd the statistics in 186O. Although their
numbers were up from 43 in l85O ûo 64 in 18ó0, their share of the ûotal job market dropped
from777o to 647o. The number of non-farm jobs in Im,2I, was double that of 1850.
Common laborers are difficult to cla^ssify, as the 186O census taker, W. Mulkey, did not
discriminate between farm and non-farm laborers a.s Daniel O'Neill, the 185O census taker
did. These numbers show an increase in activity in and around present day Forest Grove,
probably related t¡o Tualatin Academy, but also an economy dominated by agriculture.

TABLE 4
Greater Forest Grove

Population Origin, 1860

Staæ Number 7o of total

Oregon
Missouri
Ohio
New York
Illinois
Iowa
Pennsylvania
Virginia

CHR: Forest Grove Historic Context 1993

180
39nn
2t
16
16
l6



Indiana
Kentucky
Massachusetts
Tennessee
Vermont
10 others

Germany
England
Canada
Ireland
Scotland
France

lVo

:

15

15
13
9
8
4
t9

6
4
3
2
1

I

47o
37o
27o
27o
LVo

47o

The 18óO population schedules of the US Census show the dralnalic change early Euro
American settlers and their families had on the area. Fully 42Vo of the Forest Grove Íìrea was
Oregon born in 1860. This com
Oregon benveen 1&lO and 1860
up of the population. Missouri,
252 t&fi-residents, claimed only 9Vo in the 1860 survey. Other states well represented in
the 1850 suryey, including Ohio, Iowa and New York also show up with substantial
numbers in 186O.

The growth of Forest Grove in the 18óO's was limiæd. Additional settlers claimed what land
was l-eft in the area, raising the population. The growth of Tualatin Academy brought some
residents to the area so that their children could attend school. Others moved ûo Forest Grove
to teach at the school or serve as merchants for the rural community. Still, though, in the
18ó0's Forest Grove could hardly be called a town. Streets were unimproved and the
livestock of local farms roamed the area.

A significant issue slowing the development of the area was the lack of transportation access

to markets for the local farmers. The Tualatin Valley farmers had no way to get grain ûo the
expanding ma¡ket in Portland, because the
was prohibitively expensive for crops like
several years after harvest as there was no way to I
Territorial Lægislature charæred the Tualatin River Transportation and Navigation Company
in 1858 ûo dreãge and straighten the crooked and shallow Tualatin. These efforts were
abandoned within a year[Corning 1973: 174]. However, Joseph and Fdwa¡d Kellogg began
to make semi-regular runs up the Tualatin to Hillsboro in the mid 1860's with their steam-
scow YatnhilL More regular service would follow.
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1866-1883: Railroads and Industrial Growth

The availability of free land under the Oregon Donation I-and Act ensured that most land was
claimed by the beginning of the 18ó6-1843 historic period. Small remaining lots were

Mountains.

of

shipped by sæamboat to be portraged around
Within months of the development of this

It on the West Coast, replaced the horses and
freighc The Oregon Steam Navigation
on the Columbia with its fleet of steamboats

e ûo the Columbia Plateau.

The Kellogg brothers had started se Hillsboro in the mid
1860's and'lncreased the frequency h Kellogg built the one
hundred ton steamer OnwardatOéwego and run in 1868. Starting in

Emerick's L-anding - a distance
on Solomon Emerick's DLC,
low water prevented passage,

the Onward left Colfax on an upstream trip every Thursday moming for Folest Grove. It left
Forest Grove each Monday at 6am for the-downstream journey[Corning 1973:17fl. Freight
loads and passenger counts varied,
1869 trip as average: 9 passengers
downstream. The development of
the Tualatin River never went muc t
the railroad to Forest Grove and quicker transportation was at hand'

In the census of 1870, the growth of Forest Grove into a modest town is clear. The
community started to diversìfy, with many jobs the result of the prggence of Pacific
UniversityTTualatin Academy and the people that lived and worked in ûown.

TABLE 5
Greater Forest Grove Occupations, 1870

# Tooføøl

Farmer
Carpenter
Merchant
Farm l¿borer
College Professor
Common l¿borer
Store Clerk
Blacksmith
Hotel Keeper

?ß
8
6
6
4
4
3
2
2

33Vo
97o
'77o

77o
57o
SVo

3Vo
27o
27o
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School Teacher
Mill Wright
Physician
Peddler
Saddler
Retired
Painter
College President I
Housekeeper 1

Wagon maker 1

Boot/Shoe Maker I
Teamster 1

US Customs Agt. I
Assessor I
Tax Collector 1

School Principal I

[Bureau of the Census, 18l/0]

These statistics point to several things. While it is clear that ¿griculture is still dominant in the
area, the number of local businesses has grown significantly from 1850 and 18óO. In the
1870 census, there a¡e 6 merchants,2 blacksmiths, 8 carpenters, 2 mill wrights, 3 sûore
clerlcs, 2 hotel keepers, 2 physicians, and several other occupations represented. The total
percentage of non-farm occupations number fulJy ûVo of the total for the area[Recall,
though, the difhculty in estimating area covered by the census takers explained earlier] These
statistics point to the emergence of a thriving small community. V/ith nearly one out of 10
jobs in the area represented by carpenters, the signs of growth are obvious[Bureau of the
Census 18701. Additionally, the large number of merchants in the community indicate a
sizable economy serving Tualatin Academy/Pacific University and the surrounding farms.

Active in this local economy were a number of important individuals. Stephen and Parthenia
Blank ran a hotel in Forest Grove, as did Chester Sloan Among the merchants in Forest
Grove were Ed Jackson, C. A. Reynolds, R.S. Fields, N: E. Goodell, J.N. Campbell, and
German born Isaac Meyer. Two physicians, William Geiger Jr. and W. H. Saylor also
served the local population.

Substantial growth had occurred at Pacific University by 1870. Four professors were
working under the supervision of President Sidney H. Marsh. Reverend Horace Lyman was
Professor of Mathematics. Lyman was born in Massachusetts, and with his wife Mary, had
raised four children born in Oregon. Three other professors teaching at Pacific in 1870 came
to the University in the late 1860's. E. H. Collier was Professor of Natural Sciences and
anived in Forest Grove with his wife Sybel and their 5 children from Illinois. Joseph W.
Marsh was bom in Vermont and came to Forest Grove from Canada with his wife Mary to
teach Foreign languages. A. J. Anderson from Illinois also was teaching at Pacific in 1870.
His wife l-ouisa was preceptress, or principal, of Tualatin Academy[Bureau of the Census
18701.

TABLE 6
Greater Forest Grove Population Origin, 1870

Place of Birth Number 7o of total

Oregon
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)
2
2
)
2
1

27o
ZVo
27o
27o
27o
27o
I7o
lVo
l7o
l7o
l7o
17o
l7o
IÇo
lVo
I7o
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Illinois
Missouri
Ohio
New York
Indiana
Iowa
Vermont
Pennsylvania
Massachusetts
Kentucky
Virginia
Washington Terr.
Michigan
Colorado
9 others

Canada

29
25
25
23
t7
t4
6
6
5
4
4

77o
6Vo
67o
67o
47o
47o
27o
2Vo
27o
I7o
l7o
I7o
lVo
L%o

4Vo

2Vo
r2

3
3
3
t4

7
Great Britain 4
Germany 1

[US Bureau of the Census, 1870]

In 1&70, 396 people lived in the greater Forest Grove aßø',97Vo of whom were US born.
The noted decre¿.se in population from 186O comes from a more selected use of census

records that coincides with the growth of the actual community of Forest G¡ove. Oregon
born residents number 5l7o of the toøI, up from 427o in 186O. Many families in the area had
6-9 children, significantly impacting the population statistics[Bureau of th9 Census, 1870].
In addition, some of the children of early settlers were having children of their own at this
time, pushing the Oregon born figures uP even higher.

Several things are apparent from these 1870 census figures that a¡e similar to trends in 18óO

and 1850. Immigrants to Oregon were largely from the Ohio and Mississippi River states.

As noted from 1850 and 186O cen¡¡us figures, it was these people who made up many of the
immigrants crossing the Oregon Trail. A notable exceptiox is the large num_ber_of New York
natives, some of whom were active in early missionary efforts[Bowen 1978:.43]. Forest
Grove also remained entirely white during this time. Of the few foreign born residents,
nearly all came from Canada or Great Britain. The large scale emigration from Western
Euroþ that started in the 184O's had not yet touched the Forest Grove area, as most of these

immigrants settled in the urban areas of the eastern United Søæs.

The Willametûe Valley Railroad was building in 18ó9 and
asked for a cash subsidy of $30,000 from the st Grove

[tü/ashington County Museum l98y';i 4]. Town leader to pay the.

øtroa¿ äevelopers io Uring the railroad into the commercial area- Punishment was swift but
not fatal, as the station stoþ was placed instead at Carnation, a mile to the south. Warehouses

Forest Grove from heavy industrial development
th horse teams working the I mile corridor
rest Grove and the rail stop at Carnation.
1&70, so links to the outside world were

and the railroad spelled the death knell for the
seasonal use of the Tualatin River for transportation.
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The steady growth of the community due to the local agricultural economy and the presence
of Tualatin Academy/Pacifìc University coupled with new growth from the rail stop at
Carnation led Forest Grove to incorporation in L872. The land south of the town commons
was platted into blocks 4O0'feet to a side containing 4lots each. While much of this land
was still owned by the Congregational Church and Pacihc University, the 200'x 200'foot
lots were affordable and many were soon sold, either to families, or more often, to
speculators giving the church a positive cash flow for many years. The availability of
iñdividual lots increased building activity in Forest Grove, as non-farm residences could now
be built close to the city's core.

The influence of the Congregational Church did not end with the selling off of church
property. City Ordinance f2 maintained the standards of decorum set by the original
Congregational missionaries of the 184O's by outlawing liquor for the next 100
years[Washington County Museum l98y'l6]. The Original Town Plat was quickly joined in
I872by Walker's Addition immediately to the north of the Original Town Plat and adjacent
to the growing city core on Main Street nea¡ the town commons. Signs of growth in Forest
Grove went beyond the rail stop, charter and ûown plat. Social organizations and activities
for city dwellers had to be creaæd to serve the growing population. Fraternal lodges such as
the Masons (1878) soon organized. Social activities centered around Pacific University also
grew in scope as the student population increased.

The Federal Government soon made an appeaftrnce in the growing town. [n 188O, the U.S.
government locaûed a regional Indian School at Forest Grove. Founded by Lt M. C.
Wilkenson of the U.S. Army, the Indian Manual L-abor Training School was a miliøry-style
boarding school. Students studied shoemaking, carpentry, blacksmith skills and
homemaking in a strict atmosphere. The curriculum was designed to destroy the Indian
culture and an order from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in 1887 is evidence of this,

It is believed that if any Indian vernacular fianguage] is allowed ûo be taught
by missionaries in schmls in Indian reservations it will prejudice the pupil as
well as his parents against the English language . . . . This language which
is good enough for a white man or a black man ought to be good enough for
the red man. It is also believed that teaching an Indian youth in his own
barbarous dialect is a positive detriment to him. The impracticability, if not
impossibility, of civilizing the Indians of this country in any other tongue
than our own would seem obvious. [Beckham l9Tl: 159-Lû].

The school was housed in three utilitarian buildings constructed in Naylor's Grove,
northwest of the town center. Federal Indian agents selected the students for the school from
throughout the Pacifrrc Northwest and sent them to Forest Grove for a Euro-American
education so that they could be mainstreamed into whiæ society. The white residents of
Forest Grove complained vigorously about the presence of the "savages" and the school
relocaæd to Salem four years later in l8&1, becoming the Chemawa Training
School[Beckham ISTI: 1591. This incident is well known in the history of the Pacilìc
Northwest and in hindsight, reflects poorly on the residents of Forest Grove. Their rebuff of
the Indian Training School indicates a significant change in attitudes. Only thirty-two years
before, Tabitha Brown had tried to open a school for Native Americans in the community and
had the backing of the local Congregational missionaries and ministers. In 1884, Forest
Grove racism drove an Indian school away.

Elsewhere in Oregon, in 1879 Henry Villard acquired the Oregon Sæam Navigation
Company for $5 million [Schwantes l%39:152]. Villa¡d had originally traveled to the United
States asan agent for the bondholders of Ben Holladay's ill-fated Oregon and California
railroad[Dodds 19t36:138]. The O&C, begun in Portland in 1871, had only reached
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Roseburg and Navigation
Company umbia- As the
Northeni úlroad, pushed west from Chicago, the OR&N
built east from Portland along the south bank of the Columbia. The two met at Huntington,

f

Willamette Valley and Forest Grove during the Progressive Era-

With rail connections and a c Grove was poised for explosive growth. City
lots were being sold and new e opportunities fo¡ no¡-farmers grew. With
growth wouldtome problem ns in the Progressive Era.
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1884-1913: The Progressive Era

e history of Forest Grove. Changes of every
s known for the growth of interest in social

serve both social ends and transportation
ng the Progressive Era.

later. The arrival of the interurban railway
r cities in the lower V/illamette Valley,

ongregational Church to open the Ûown

Giove. While providing additional valued
t, the decision petmanently changed the

dynamics of the downtown area.

year in Forest Grove's history. First, the
rêst Grove. Second, the city government

ncilmen. This replaced a "village elders"
um
s time.
These

new 1892 CitY Ordinance requiring
aged the downtown area and
to chances for catastrophic fires.

e west side of Main Street were replaced with
new buildings were substantial and reflected

strength in the growing corirmunity. Most of the buildings remain a century later.

Residential development in Forest Grov
houses were built to house the growing
land available, newcomers either sought jobs
professionals in the commercial
iuch as attorneys, bookkeepers, Ûo the area

between 18SO ãnd 1900. Thess educate their
children. Forest Grove had the educational through Pacific
University. New housing was created quickl

n
vernacular interpretations of their larger
palatial. Forest Grove residents were

th.

CHFL Forest Grove Historic Context 1993



22

Pacific University grew at a Pace that ma
was constructed on camPus as a women' t,

John R. Herrick, the ornate wood Queen Anne
multiple roof types
wa.s rèplaced by a b Hall, was

constnicæd in igqs cha¡sonian
Romanesque building housed classrooms, a li

S

for both the east-west Avenues and the north-south Streets. In addition, the Avenues north
and south of Pacifìc Avenue were numbered identically, except for the prefix "South" or
"North". After citizens struggled fo¡ nearly 60 years to meet friends at "North 3rd and 2nd",
or "South 3rd and 2îd", or 'lSouth 2nd and 3rd" [Actually three different locations !!!], the
city changed the street names ûo their present configuration in 1949.

hip

%/.l.

In 1906 E. W. Haines started a local streetcar line ûo transport Passengers down South Elm
Street to the rail sûop at Carnation. While horse drawn at first, it was soon electrified and- he ton County to have its own transportation

:i 
It quit operations in 1911 due to competition

A signifìcant development was the arrival
1908. The Oregon Electric built from Po
Traffìc reached a peak in 1915 when 100 train
system. Twenty daily trains operated between Portl n

igtZ tlte Southérn pacific Railrvay Company began to electrify their line from Portland to
Forest Grove and down the western Willame te Valley through McMinnville and

Independence to Corvallis. [Figure 4] These S.P Red Electric trains oryry1{ into Forest
Grove over a spur which came up A Street ûo a depot at Main Street and lfth Avenue.
Residents coulä Favel all over ttrè Wittamette Valley within a few hours and the change in
Forest Grove was dramatic.

The arrival of new residents and the impact of new construction can be best gauged by
additions to the city plat. The period from 1905 to 1913 saw 1l explosion of.dcvelopment
and new addtions ioìtre city plát. The list of newly platted additions during this time is long:

Branford Addition 1905
Bailey's Addition 1906
Curtis SuMivision 1906
Smith Addition 1906
Bumps Addition IX)1
Geigers 1908
Talbot's Addition l9O8

Gales Crest 1909
Westpark Addition 1909
Prospect Park 1910
Stokes Addition 1910
Valley View 1910
Baber Addition 19l l
Hall's 1913

Borest Grove Community Development Departrnent' 1992f
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Sqrli

i:?,,..ij
þ,)

o.E.

St. Jo

nde¡rndca

Willamette Valley interurban lines, 1915. E.S.l., East Side lnterurbans; U.,

Unitecl Railways; O.E., Oreg,on Electric; 5.P., Southern l)acific Red Electric;

W.V.S., Willamette Valley Southern. The Oreg,on Electric extended south to

Eugenc and the Southcrn Pacific Red Electric to Corvallis. '

Figure 4 tWillamette Val-l-eylnærurban Lines- 
tDicken 199i I42l
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ed the demolition of old barns within the
and a new elementary
191I and the trolley

tracks that had served the rail stop at Carnation were removed.

t

Pacifîc that same year. The Nixon Building at

a wood structure in 1911. Pacific University earned a $20,000 grant
gie to build a Carnegie Lib on the carypu_s' Portland a¡chiæcts
?esigned the structure, bu l9I2 on,the far southwest corner of

campus, - The I gie's $20,000 gift.lnd
$12,'50d town lege WaY and Pacific
Avenue r of to niversity to give Forest

Grove unique New England charm.

the Universiry and surrounding farms, began
The rich stands of timber in the Oregon Coast

ã ¿ were
a C lion

1902board feet of lumber in l%J2' George Hol*Ttp"r.rion, 
logging would become an even

the Moûor Age with the construction of logging

The Congregational Church building of 185 ly
built. To fuñd the new building, the church
served as the ûown common. Only one detail
minister in the 1850's, had deeded the land to
for Walla Walla. But Eells turned over the land with the stipulation that if it ceased to be used

as church property, it would revert to Whitman College.

The town com had helPed

to maintain a s and earlY

2gth centuries. with the

small New England towns that local civic leaders tried to emulate. The_Congregational

Church, Tualaíin Academy, Pacific University and the ûown common all combined to give

the community a unique flavor.

The church won the right to sell
the properry had been comPletel
commercial structures and elimi
Public spac rban woul<

automobile lots. Foret
one step of nity linked to the outside by automobile.
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1914-1941: The Motor Age

The rise of the automobile in the early twentieth century held some of the largest changes for
the Pacific Northwest in general and for Forest Grove in particular. Growing reliance the
automobile for personalized transportation and recreation necessitating the construction of
highways and roads. Previously, many roads
roads which became impassable mud bogs in
higher operating speeds of automobiles
Era, citizens nationwide and in Oregon
for a network of improved, all-season roads and highways [Dicken 1979: L34].

When roads were built, they were largely the responsibility of county government. The Sûate

Highway Commission, created in 1913, organized the state's first highw3Y Project, the
Columbia River Highway. Begun in 1913 and completed in 1915, the highway ran through
the Gorge ûo The Dãlles. Samuel l-ancaster's sensitive and innovative design made the
highway an aesthetic and technological triumph, as well as a signihcant transportation
corridor.

In Forest Grove, 27 blocks had been paved by 1912, including concrete sidewalks. This
increased to 50 blocks by 1915, as nerv houses began sporting attached or detached garages

to house the new necessity. 19th century homes in the Forest Grove ofæn added a garage
with Craftsman detailing, ¿ts clapboard siding and exposed rafters were de riguer just as

automobiles became popular.

A disastrous fire in 1919 changed the look of downtown forever. The fire wa.s contained to
the east side of Main Street and to the north of 21st Avenue, but the Congregational church,

Telephone and Telegraph Building at 2018 C
business district was complete by the late lV2O's.

Road construction continued and by 1930 improved roads connected Forest Grove with
Portland, McMinnville and the Oregon Coast through the Coast RangefDicken 1979:141].
With bridge designs by Conde McCullough, the Oregon Coast Highway w_as_ completed in
the 1fB0's, complementing Highway 99, the north-south route through the Willamette
Valley. Forest Grove was ænnecûed south to McMinnville where the west side alternate to
Highway 99[now known as 99U4 followed the valley south ûo McMinnville.

These improved roads and highways spelled lry?y.. The S.P.

Red Electic's ceased operation in 199. The 1933[Dicken
L979: 1441. Forest Gróve was still well conn through Hillsboro
and Beaverton.

was based on the vast untapped forests of the
n a seasonal venture due ûo the difficulty of

ær, logging railroads and all weather roads
w Wilson River Highway provided
he Stimson Lumber Company operated 18

miles of logging railroad into the Coast Range out of Forest Grove from 1932 until 1952
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[Beckham et al. 19U1: 138]. The community was poised for rapid growth-in the timber
industry when the first of the Tillamook Burns occurred in 1f)33. In the short term, the
Stimsoir mill did quite a business in salvage operations, but the damage of this and
subsequent Tillam-ook fires limiæd the economic opportunities for Forest Grove workers in
the industry.

Aside from the developments in the timber industry, the Great Depression had otheq impacts
on Forest Grove. The-agricultural depression that started in the 1920's was in full force
during the Great Depression, and local
sûopped the steady growth of commerci
Pacific c¿rmpus. Federal programs like
Grove, as a new grade school was constructed
works programs provided jobs in the Northwes
resouries. 

-Construction of Bonneville Dam, the first of several federal multiple-use projects
in the Columbia Basin, improved navigation, provided flood control, and generated hydro
electric power.

The Great Depression slowed, but did not stop growth in Forest Grove. A new school was
built on MainStreet in 1Í130 to replace the 1885 Central School. Seventeen school districts
were al Forest Grove Union High School District was formed
[Washi ]. While no major commercial buildings were constructed
during continued to beb ilt, albeit at a slower pace than during

during this time reflected the simple style as m y,

194Ot lacked basements, garagei, and secon d
with the lack of ornament, allowed some people to move into new housing.

V/hile the Great Depression slowed Forest Grove, V/orld Wa¡ Two would change it forever.
In Forest Grove the economic problems of the Great Depression would be replaced by social
problems as the community worked to fìght the war.
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1941-1967: War and the Post-War Era

Following the Uniæd States'entry into World ted

rnobilituñon of national resourceõ to Prosecute ultural

mills generated huge demands for labor,
impacts of the dramatic changes occurring

osion of growth in the shipbuilding and
the Portland and housing became tight

for housing and commuters began to trek
stries in Portland. Students at Pacific also

commuted to work at night shift jobs in Portland, or worked in the fields, as wages for
scarce agricultural workers rose.

labor population.
workers were wooed
Mexico, and were the

ts in the area.

in Forest Grove became an issue and youths
own entertainment.

d into a qui mllegg-lqwn to growing
e change'm World War Two compressed it

Like ó m and cities in the United States, Forest Grove

was changed permanently as new people, often of different ethnic backgrounds, arrived to

live and work in a transformed economy'
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SECTION II: IDENTIFICATION

This section relates to the identihcation of cultural resources by theme and resource

type. The statement on methodology outlines the approachlaken þy lhe consultant in
iurrying out the survey of cultural resources in the Forest Grove Project Area

Methodolog¡r

e Inventory and Statement of Historic
of Colwnbia Historical Research, a

Ling consulting firm. The helpful members

of the City I-andmarks Board IFILBI and City staff provided support.

The project involved the identification, invenûory and-evaluation of hisÛoric properties

within the 1872 Forest Grove Original Town Plat. The project area lryas extended one

block south during May of I993,fD include a six block a¡ea deemed to be a traditional
part of the Originá Town Plat. Over 300 properties were identified by the consultant

Evaluation and recommendations for treatment were based on the criteria set forth in
Forest Grove's Historic Preservation Ordinance. Recommendations were fonvarded
to the Forest Grove HisÛoric l¿ndmarks Board for consideration.

Literature Search and Historic Context Statement

by reviewing existing

å,"*^history interviews' A 
e Historic l-andmarks Board and the

review. The context statement was
at would be encountered in the survey, and
e hisûorical development of the local a¡ea

Survey and InventorY

Field suwey and invenûory of cultural re
Town Plat, and Cherokee Strip. Before
volume of existing
compleæd in 19?ã and

indexed for use. A
ôònsulønt to identify properties for the inven han

5O years old or which did not retain a minimt
Alti:rations did not disqualify properties from the invenÛory.

Survey forms were completed for eryh s

architectural and historical information,
and historic name (if known). A black
attached to each form. Color slides of m
possession of the Forest Grove Community Development Department.
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The project initially anticipated approximately tSO historic properties in the q{vey_
area, Uaie¿ on an estimate by theCity Planning Department. The consultant identified
322 historic resources and of those, documenûedn7.

Final Report

eyed property.

Previous Surveys

rhere have been several previous surveys ",iln:i"u*,Fä:iiä"üiiäi,iry
ventory of Historic Properties. Beckham
primarily buildings with high visibility,
Avenue.

In 1978, a survey of the downûow
over 70 years old was conducted.
I-andmarks Board member Glady
The results, along with some recommenda
Preservation, were forwarded to the city government.

and the
d
Oregon,

rmation about hundreds of buildings
citywide. However, the survey was 1o! comprehensive or uniform, as some

voiunteers were more shlled and/or dilige nt than others.

Still, the survey provided the basis for protecting many local buildings under Forest

Grove's Historiineservation Ordinanòe. At the start of this prqect in 1993, twenty
buildings within the Original Town Plat were already designated as Historic
l¿ndmárks under the Forest Grove Ordinance.

RESOURCE TIMMES

TheZTI invenûoried and evaluated cultural resources identified fall into three broad

theme groups: Transportation and Communication, Commerce and Urban
Develoþme'nt, and Cüture. Within some broad theme grouPß are subthemes and

multiple resource types.

1. Transportation and Communication
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One resource , (O.4Vo of total) rePres€nts
Grove. The Wesûern Oregon Telephone

¡ed
communication the helped cement links be

areas, especially Portland.

2. Commerce and Urban l)evelopment

Twenty-seven resources (9.77o of total) represent theCommercial subtheme in
Forest'Grove. All twenty-seven resources a¡e locaæd on Tax L,ot Map # I S 3 688'

often housed in more recent structures that

replaced historic housing.

The central business district of Forest Grove is largely intact. The businesses are

concentrated in an area bordered by 19th Avenue on úîe south and 21st Avenue on the

north. B Street is the western border of downtown and Ash Street borders the east

si¿é. this twoby four block area ha.s on street parking 3nd a-vqnety of businesses

located in older brick commercial buildings. Some, such as the Forest Grove 
is

v

e first floor of commercial buildings is
refronts to suit changing styles and

tastes.

floor contains a bank with a modern store d

an Automatic Teller Machine. Other build
Buxúon and Roe Building at2}30 Main S

transom windows above-the sidewalk have been covered with comrgated fiberglass

and the storefront windows and doors replaced. Still, the effect of several ldjacent
commercial structures with historic façades is impressive - even if it is only on the

upper floors.

3. Culture

The Culture theme is representedby ?35 resouræs from five subthemes,

representin g&4.87o of the survey area's total cultural resources.

Cultural sub-themes in Forest Grove are Architecture, Religion, Education, Fr¿ternal

Movements, and Performing Arts. These structures were built between 1870 and
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1943. They represent informally designed vernacular styles and many of identifiable
style, including several archiæct-desi gned houses.

a. Architecture

Architecture is the best-represented sub-theme, with 22O entries, or 79.47o of the total
number of resources in the inventory. It is also the largest group overall. The sub-
theme is further divided into 19th- and 2Oth-century groups. There a¡e 101 examples
of l9th-century architecture, and 119 examples of 20th-century architecture. The
styles of resources listed under other themes are noted below, so the ûotal will exceed
22O. Their archiæctural features are a critical component of the built environment of
Forest Grove.

Identified Styles

Vernacular style, representing 60Vo ot 155 of the resources in the survey area, reflects
the modest means of many Forest Grove residents. Vernacula¡ is the label given in
this study to a structure that does not exhibit a compelling number of features that
would identify it as a particular "high" or "common" st¡/le. Vernacular buildings are
builder designed, often from pattern books, use mass-manufactured materials, and
feature simplicity.

Vernacula¡ homes a¡e characteristically one or one-and-one-half story structures of
wood frame construction with a rectangular, "Ln, or "T" plan. They have gable or
hipped roofs, wood sash windows, are clad with shiplap or clapboard, and often
have shed- or hipped-roof porches and additions. Vernacular homes often mirror the
popular "high" styles of the day and may incorporaûe a few elements of one or more
styles. In this study, buildings that incorporate several features of a given style are
typed under that style, even though they may not be textbook examples.

Vemacula¡ homes a¡e common in areas with small lots and where there is need for
housing for working class citizens. From the 1880's through the 1930's, Forest
Grove grew rapidly, and the need for inexpensive housing for newcomers resulted in
a plethora of vernacular construction. Much of it remains in the study area

Classic Revival style, popular in Oregon from 1&lO to 1865, represents two (O.77o)

of the resources in the study area It features many of the following elements: a low
pitch gable roof, bilateral symmetry, multi-pane double-hung sash windows, side
lights and transoms and sidelights around doors, thin weatherboard siding with
pi-laster cornerboards, and columned porches and a complete entablature. The Classic
Revival was an attempt to create an uniquely American form of a¡chitecture free from
the influences of England. Like many a¡chtectural movements, the Classic Revival
was slow to reach Oregon, but most all buildings constructed in the perid
incorporate some classical elements. In Forest Grove, the prime example is Old
College Hall (1851) on the Pacific University Campus. Old College Hall exhibits
many of typical elements, including bilateral symmetry, l2l12 double-hung sash

windows, columned porch, and a low pitch roof.

The Gothic Revival, popular in Oregon from 1850 to 1890, represents live (1.87o) of
the resources in the study area. It features a steep gable roof, central gable and wall
dormers, and assymetrical composition created by projecting bay windows, dormers
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and projecting porches. Other elements often included pointed a¡ched windows and
door openings, board & batten or horizontal shiplap siding, jigsaw cut bargeboards,
brackets, and porch trim[Clark 19133 6\ Narrow windows and steep gables
emphasize the vertical in Gothic Revival buildings. The best example in Forest
Grove is the Chandler House at 1839 Ash Street, built around 1875. The house has a
steeply pitched cross-gable roof, a prqecting window bay decorated with brackets
and a porch complete with turned trim. A similar house is located at 19?ß Cedar and
has a steeply pitched gable roof and shiplap siding.

Theltalíanate style, popular between 1850 and 1900, represents three (l.I7o) of the
resources in the study area. It was a romanticized style based on Italian villas and is
characterized by a low pitch hipped roof, projecting eaves with brackets, tall windows, bay
windows and ornamentation that simulates stone. The William Kane House at 1914 Elm
Street, built around 1875, is the best example of the style in Forest Grove. It ha^s a low
pitch hip roof, eave brackets, fneze,jigsawn brackets and recessed panels in a rectangular
window bay.

Second Empire style, popular from 18ó11880, represents one (O.47o) resource in
the study a¡ea The Smith House, built around 1881 at20ll lSth Avenue, features a
mansard roof, gable roof wall dormers, pilasters, and horizontal siding. These
features, along with others such as a belt course, quoins, and keystones are the
common elements in Second Empire style.

Saclc style was one of several "Eclectic" styles popular in the late 19th century. In
Forest Grove it represents four (l.4%o) resources in the study area. Stick features
steeply pitched multiple gable roofs, asymmetrical composition with vertical
emþhasis; 1/1 double-hung sa.sh windows, bay windows, shiplap siding
with'stickwork" and/or paneling. The Stick style was one of the first efforts at
allowing wood to be featured as wood and not an inexpensive substitution for
stone[Clark 1983:78] In Forest Grove, the Hollis House [c. 1880] at 2620 18th
Avenue is a vernacular interpretation of the Stick style. It features a rectangular
window bay, shiplap siding, F¿stlake ornament on gable end, and a steeply pitched
cross-gable roof

Eastlalæ is often considered a form of decoration that ornamented Stick or Queen
Anne houses. Popular in the 1880 andl890's, Eastlake decoration often consisted of
rows of spindles and knobs, turned columns, latticework, sunbursts, and curyed
brackets

The Queen Anne style was an eclectic style popular between 1876 and 1905. High-
style examples feature asymmetrical plans, complex roof lines, turrets, a variety of
ornarrents including patterned shingles, Eastlake ornament, large encircling porches,
canted window bays and stained-glass windows. Only a few Queen Anne houses are
present in Forest Grove. However, many vernacular houses incorporated Queen
Anne elements. Several of these Queen Anne cotùages have been included in this
category.

Queen Anne represents nine (3.27o) of the resources in the study area. The Peterson
House Íl9D2l at233818th, designed by turn-of -the century Forest Grove architect E. A
Jerome, is an example of a late Queen Anne with Colonial Revival touches. It has a large
encircling porch with Eastlake decoration, but also sports pilasters, and modillions along
the cornice line. An earlier example is the 1891 Sawyer House at 1924 Elm Street. It has
most of the classic Queen Anne features, including Fastlake porch decoration.
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r

. In Forest Grove, three
ar interPretations of the stYle -
tal New England.

elements common Ûo the style. Both stone

entrance is through a large arch.

s,

lonial Revivals are often a mix of styles.

8th and other E. A. Jerome designs, mix

Queen Anne and Colonial Revival elements. Grove houses built in the

ììfO;¡;¿te alteredin the Colonial Revivial turn of the century'

itre.e in"tude the Córnètius House at?3141 the Gothic Revival

James Robb House ar'26}6l7th Avenue'

Colonial Revival has several variables. Gambrel roofed structures, termed Durch
The Congregational Church

ing a gambrel roof, bilateral
form.

onial Revival. In Forest Grove, First
is a high-stYle examPle, with
projeciing window liaYs. It was

in 1993.

15. In
include

embellishment, relief decorati'on,
dressed stone or brick over a con
198f;1261. Carnegie libraries were built
American Renaissance and Forest Grove
campus i le of the stvle

Building [c. 1910] ié another example, although the first floor

has been

an influences.
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es, with a full rch, hip roof
dormers, and a rectangular plan. American Foursq sport Craftsman

ðtementé, as the n"o siyles were both popular benv 5'

The ctafisman styleis the most purvasive of the 2oth century,ttyt^::;--P_gqular from

1900 toi925, it aôcounts ror 57 or 2O.6Vo of all resources in the study area.

e Northwest circa 1905 and were square
s with wide gabled roofs and
de elevations and wide Porches

detailing.

Smaller shaPed dwellings.with a

¡"*ãpp ilder bungalorvs'" TheY

were wl and could be ordered as kits from

catalogs or from a builder.

Examples of the vernacular the crafsman style are, nule¡9y11n
Foresf Grove. High-style e numerous. The Joseph -9Jøuty-
l-o".i. House tc.-tm5l at et and The John Thornburg House [c.

Tõlll ã{Zæ8 17th Avenue are excellent examples of the full-blown Craftsman style.

style refers to turn-of the centry vernacula¡ style brick front commercial

th'little decoration. Most are two or three stories in height and feature

indows on the first floor, with double-hung windows above. In Forest

Grove, two buildings are classihed as such, representin g O.77o of the total resources.

en 1910 and 1935. During this time
resque styles" at once, incorponr-ting bis
othèr styles for the fìrst time' Those
outlined here.

pane leaded glass fixed windows.

Colonial Revival became popular again d
the turn-of the-century Colonial Revival,
details, as it lacked the Queen Anne onam
Revivals had. This more accurate represe
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widows. Another variant in this later Colonial Revival is the gambrel roofed Dutch
Colonial. One example of each exists in Forest Grove, representingO.TTo of the total

resources.

The Norman Farmlnuse style was inspired by the rural vernacular architecture of
France and accounts for two structures or 1.77o of the ûotal. Norman Farmhouses

have steeply gabled roofs, irregular massing,.stucco or poured concrete surfacing,

colorful cieóoiative tiles, and rõund-a¡ched windows and doors. Tall chimneys are

also dominant features. The Via House at 1810 Pacific Avenue is a good example,
possessing many of these features.

Spanßh kt¿ctic or Mediteranian style i , or O.4Vo of the

tótal. Common in 1920's SouthernCal s of the style
include a.symmetrical shape, casement windo ^ ---99r hip roof
covered with tiles. In Foiest Grove, the Daniel Bump House at26l7 17th Avenue is
an example of the style on a modest scale'

English Co eaves'

prõminent nd
*indows o In
Forest Grove, the Cheney House at2Ï37 1 donner
windows, and an exterior chimneY.

Mission style buildings have lowpitched roofs, curvilinear_parapets, square towers,

round a¡chád window-and door openings, stucco walls, and iron decorative trim.
The only Forest Grove example (0.4%óf resources) , the 1911 Methodist Episcopal

Church ât tSOg Birch, was a textbook example of the cco

siding was replaced in the 194O's. Stucco wa^s easily
Oregón winters and is now rarely used as an exterior

al and industrial buildings from 1915 until
ed, smooth wall surfaces, and decorative
metric motifs as decorative elements on

n Forest Gtove, four buildings (1.47o oî
by the Congregational Church after

IgI2, . 2æ3 Main,2011 Main and2}lT
Main and have decorative geometric ornament'

The 1 ing at 2018 College Way is more typical'

style and its pri de
may be curved
nts include glas or

flat roofs mosaic tile, and molded cement. The Forest Theater at 1973 Pacific Avenue

includes curved lines, a flat roof with parapet and an Art Deco m¿uquee. Many
theaærs built from 1f)30 on included Art Moderne elements.

b. Religion

9t6.
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A small Craftsman church of uncertain origin at I7I9 Cedar is the third church in the

survey area.

The Congregational Church is the most significant i
Their cuñenï building on long time churcli property lege

Way downûown is a modern structure, and wa.s not

c. Education

Seven structures represent the Edu in Forest the

total resources. Púific University of Forest

îffi,S Tio
built environment in many ways as the

newcomers needed housing and services.

d. Fraternal Movements

Forest Grove has four resources in this su
Fraternal organizations were popular
long history as an agricultural center.
Odd Fellows Hall at l9L7 B Street, T
Masonic l-odge at2}l9 Main Street and t

e. Peforming Arts

One resource in this subtype represents 0.47o of all resources. The Grove Theater at

ZV2SPaciTtc ha^s served a riide range of uses, from use a.s a theater for film Ûo staging

live performances.

DISTRIBUTION PATTERNS OF RESOURCES

The platted a¡eas within the survey area al Town Plat and a I
x 9 bìock area directly south of ttrê Orig merged inÛo the 1993

project after it was stãræd. A few houses the Cherokee Strip, a
ittñ *tr*est strip of property at the extreme south end of the project area.

The residential resources are mostly single-family residences and were constructed

between 1870 and 1943. Distribution oi inventoried 19th and 20th century houses

within the tïT}Original Town Plat are fairly regular. 2}thcentury historic houses

outnumber 19th ceniury houses in most areas of the survey area The difference is

not large - perhaps 5:4 over the study area.

The intial plat of Forest Grove featured four 200'x 200' lots ¡rer bl.ock.. Initially,
homeowners often owned entire blocks, al d title records indicate that during the

i870'r and early 1880's 1/4 blocks (1 lot) coul{ \ acqu.iled for $150-$250. As
homeowners soíd off addiontal lots from their block, residential infîll began. Many
blocks did not fill in until the 1930's. Many large Craftsman homes seen on corner

lots are actually replacements for dwellings originally constructed in the 1870's or
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1880's. Some, such as the Goodin House at 1813 Ash, were moved from a corner
lot ûo make way for a newer house.

Commercial structures are nearly all concenüated in the Central Business District
tCBDl. The businesses ¿ue conðentraæd in an area bordered þy tqft f venue on the

iouth änd 21st Avenue on the north. B Street is the western border of downtown and

Ash Street borders the east side. A few residenæs are within the CBD, but occupy
side streets. Main Street between Pacific and 21st Avenues contains most of the 19th

century commercial buildings on its w
commercial structures built afær the C
containing the Town or Church Square
between Ãsh Street and A Street hlas co ority
are concentrated around Pacific's intersection with Main Street, the primary
intersection in the downtown a¡ea

all

:?v
the campus originally served a^s a library, n
administration.-The campus is located at the north end of the study area" adjacent to
the downtown core.
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SECTION III: REGISTRATION

Based on a survey of the historic resources of the City of Forest Grove, the

consultant has geierated this list of propertieq d*ggd worthy for local protection

under section g.nZ of the Forest Grove Tnning Ordinance.

Resources Recommended for Cløss I Designation:

Pacific University McCormick Hall e.7v2 (1X2X3)

AB
AB
AB
AB
AB
AB
AB
AB

AC
AC

BA
BA
BA
BA
BA

2018 Hawthorne Street
1914 Elm Street
l9?AE;lm Street
2518 Pacific Avenue
2514Paßific Avenue
l9?3Elm Street
1905 Elm Street
1835 Elm Street

2620 ISthAvenue
26L7 l7¡hAvenue

2125lSthAvenue
1839 Ash Street
1803 Ash Street
2338I9"h Avenue
23U7 lSthAvenue

2033 18th Avenue
2039 18th Avenue
1810 Pacific
1937 Pacl[tc
IV26Paciftc
1930-36 Pacific
2OU2Pacfftc
2003 Main
2011Main
2038 Main Street
1804 Main

1714 Ash Street
2037 l7thAvenue
1706 Main Street
1632 Main Street
1626 Main Street
16O4 Main Street

Parsonage 1800
Chandler House 6800
Ireland House 1ffi
l-arge House' 97æ
Thomas House 10300

Via House

r2001
12Iæ
5400

Nixon House
Kane House
Sawyer House

Tucker House
Hughes House
Haines House

Hollis House
Bump House

100
5100
52æ
5700
5800
6000
6300
10300

300
702

Holyrod Building 27æ
Knights of P. Building6ó00
Abbor er. al. Building 64o0
J. & Son Livery Bldg. 9500
Anderson Building 600
Anderson Building 50O
Wagner Building 10OO

Hines House 12800

Barber House l2O0
Cheney House 1300
Bean House 1900
Todd House 5101
Abbott House 5200

6000

e.7e2 (2)
9.792 (2), (3)
e.7e2 (3)
e.7e2 (3)
e.7e2 (3)
e.7e2 (3)
9.792 (2), (3)
9.792 (2), (3)

e.7e2 (3)
e.7e2 (3)

9.792 (1), (3)
e.7e2 (3)
e.7e2 (3)
e.7e2 (3)
e.7e2 (3)

e.7e2 (3)
e.7e2 (3)
e.792 (2), (3)
e.7e2 (3)
9.792 (1), (3)
9.792 (1), (3)
9.792 (1), (3)
9.792 (l), (3)
9.792 (1), (3)
e.792 (1), (3)
9.q72 (2), (3)

9.792 (2), (3)
e.7e2 (3)
e.7e2 (3)
e.7e2 (3)
9.792 (2), (3)
e.7e2 (3)

BB
BB
BB
BB
BB
BB
BB
BB
BB
BB
BB

BC
BC
BC
BC
BC
BC



BC
BC
BC
BC
BC
BC

BD
BD
BD
BD
BD
BD

1929líthAvenue
2038I7th Avenue
2018 lTth Avenue
2M LTthAvenue
1621Main Street
1622 Ash Street

2338 18th Avenue
2328l8thAvenue
1631 Ash Street
1623 Ash Street
1617 Birch Street
2338I7thAvenue

39

Thornburg House
Scott House
Abbott Sr./Buxton

Peterson House

Hoar House

e.7e2 (3)
9.792 (2), (3)
e.7e2 (3)
e.7e2 (3)
e.7e2 (3)
9.7e2 (3)

e.7e2 (3)
e.7e2 (3)
9.792 (3)
e.7e2 (3)
e.7e2 (3)
e.7e2 (3)

6200
6900
7m
77æ
7800
8300

100
2m
52æ
5300
7000
7ffi

Current Class II ønd III Resources
Recommended Upgrades

Existing Class II Resources

BB
Pacific University Campus
2004 Main Street

Carnegie Library
lst Nati. Bank of Or. 2ffi

I
I

(1,2,3,4)
(1,2,3)

Existing Class III Resources

BB
BB
BB
BC

Pacific University Campus
2019 Main Street
2017 Main Street
lg?3Pacific Avenue
1730 Main Street

Marsh Hall
Holbrook I-odge
Paterson Building
Forest Theaûer
Central School

300
M
29æ
2200

(1,2,3,4)
(1,3)
(3)
(1,3)

(r,2,3)

*Ordinance Reference indicates under what provisions of the Forest Grove Historic
L-andmarks Ordinance the property qualifies. Criteria for Designation are found in section

9.972 of the FG Zoning Ordinance.
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N

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TREATMENT

The consultant recommends that the City of Forest Grove pursue the following
iecommendations to promote the preseÑation of the community's historic resources:

1. Future Surveys

Intensive inventories should be planned, scheduled and carried out in the rest of the

õiiy- Wtutr alt a¡eas of the cityihouf{_b"-.ury"ygd, priority.-tpyt4 þ.Biven to

""ftrin 
areas. Walker's Additi-on and Naylor's Addition should be highest 9l tle

pri"riÇ hst. They a¡e the oldest platted aieas left to be intensively surveyed in the

city.

Secondly, the South Pa¡k Blocks a¡ea is a
resourcei and should be next on the pnori
done in this area. It is possible that Wal
South Park Blocks could be done as one

Finally, the rest of the city outside of the above areas and the Original To.yn Pllt
¡drlã'be inventoried. Iirplementation of the recommendations and findings of these

survey projectswill bring ihe city and the HLB up to date.

2. National Register of Historic Places District Nomination

The Historic L-andmarks Boa¡d should lobby for, establish and nominate a

Downtown Forest Grove historic district to ihe National Register of Historic Places.

While controversial, such a nomination could do more to revitalize the downtown

area than any other iingle project. Th9 wþole gamut of benefits would then be

available toihe owners of commercial buildings downûown.

3. Historic l-andmarks Ordinance Changes

The Historic l-andmarks Board should suggest certain ordinance changes in the

Forest Grove Hi storic l-andma¡ks Ordinance( 9.790-9'7 98)'

In section g.792,the criteria for historic or cultural resouræ designation provides five
ify for designation. These criæria a¡e

ÑnHp critéria for evaluation. It should
in Forest Grove, a property only needs to
not widely understood to be the case, then

it clear.

In section 9393 ( 1) (a), the use of Class I, Class II,- and-C-!g¡ III categories for
dèsignated propetties is.discussed. While the use of the ESPE analysis gun be

awkivard fór Éistoric L-andma¡ks, the ide of having Class I and Class II resources
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with different levels of protection is acceptable. This allows the Board to be more
flexible when dealing with the various siiuations that exist with different properties.

The
nod n.

The
confusion about the what designation mea
designated Cla.ss III properties are treated 9a1þ¡tettJlV
confîsed about the impûcations of Class I .bing lisæd in

being in the
structures and designaæd
sistant to additional citY-

wide inventory efforts in the future.

simple, it
Class III

d not be p er.

4. I-andmarks Board Functions

The tradition of having a well informed and involved Hisûoric l-andmarks Board in
Forest Grove should cóntinue. The Board should become a focal point for attempts
to nominate a downûown NRHP District. The Board should also be active in
discussions with property owners during the designation process of the current
intensive inventory. Thé Board should continue to obtain books and materials
regarding historicþreservation. The Boa¡d sþoul.d publicize the availability of these

mãæriuls-in a geneial mailing sponsored by the city ûo every property owner in the

current inventory.

The Board should continue its efforts
staying involved with a revitalized H
kinds,ãnd by keeping the Friends of
preservation-throúghéfforts like the attractive brochure that was produced in 1993.

5. National Register of Historic Places

The HLB should encourage participation by individual propergy gynef in the

Nation tructures recommended for designation
during encouragement might take the form of a
NRHÞ on abouthow to complete the forms is
available or local NRHP landmarks are identified.

6. Commercial Zoned Areas

a large area is zoned Commercial Auto. [See Figure 5] Under this zoning, many

commercial uses are permitted outright'
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This area is bounded by 2lst Avenue on the north and a point between 18th and 19th
Avenues on the south. To the east the boundary is Hawthorne St. and to the west,
Cedar

Figure 5: City of Forest Grove Zon;ng\\ap,1992
[Forest Grove Department of Community Development]
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Street. This areq along with several smaller parcels of commercially zoned land in
residential areas, contain a large number of residences.

I are given
the area
ignated
slands" in a
esignated
ssible

through the ordinance, if given approval

Cunently the area is predominantly residential save for I qtrip ?logg parts of Pacific
Avenue.- With contiriued commerðial zoning, the areawill gradually lose its older
homes, including several attractive residences. Some zoning-changelshould be

contemplated foi this part of Forest Grove. See the attached listing of residences

located in commercial zoned areas.

7. Sisnase for Historic l¿ndma¡ks

The current program of attaching signage to designated historic resources, with the

consent of the owner, should be continued.

8. Certified Local Govemment

Forest Grove should apply for Certified Local Government (CLG) status through the

Oregon Staæ Historic Preservation Office. CLGs are eli
used for providing staff support, financing basic preserv
and inveñtory, and special projects such as the developm

9. Monitoring of Designaæd Resources

As part of systematic code enforcement, city staff should conduct periodic and

sysfematic field inspections of designated resources to monitor their status.

10. Public Education

The City, in cooperation with the Forest Grove Historic L¿ndmarks Board, should
developa pub gxPlain the_Fores on

ordinance; its benefits' Owner
should be targ ng how to rehabil
hisûoric cha¡acter of the property.
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Appendix A

Street Name Evolution in Forest Grove

Streets in Forest Grove were named and renamed no less than 3 times, creating a grea! deal 9f
confusion for resea¡chers. The current system makes more sênse than that of I8f2-I949 when

Nortfr Second Avenue, South Second Avenue and Second Street all sewed to confuse new mail
carriers!

North-South Streets

r86.s-r8v2

Buckeye Street
Fir Street
Mulberry Street
Spruce Street
Pine Street
OakAvenue
Maple Street
I-aurel Street
Ash Street/Avenue
locust Street
Chestnut Street
Beech Street
Alder Street

East - West Avenues

tft65-1892

North Avenue
Willow Street
Birch Street
Walnet Street
ElmAvenue
I¿rch Street
Cypress Street
Ceda¡ Street

t892-t949

D Steet
C Steet
B Street
A Street
Main Steet

First Street
Second Sfeet
Third Street
Fourth Street
Fifth Street
Sixth Steet
Seventh Street

1892-t949

N. Third Avenue
N. Second Avenue
N. First Avenue
Pacific Avenue
S. First Avenue
S. SecondAvenue
S. Third Avenue
S. Fourth Avenue
S. Fifttt Avenue
S. Sixth Avenue
S. Seventh Avenue
S. Eighth Avenue

1949-Present

D Sneet
C Street
B Street
A Street
Main Street
College Way
Ash Street
Birch Street
Cedar Street
Douglas Sfreet
Elm Steet
Filbert Steet
Hawthorne St.

1949-Present

University Ave.
23rd Avenue
22nd Avenue
21st Avenue
kcific Avenue
19th Avenue
18th Avenue
17th Avenue
16th Avenue
15th Avenue
14th Avenue
13th Avenue
12th Avenue


