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Philomath College, 2013, constructed 1867 Good Afternoon, my name is Ian Johnson, and I am a Historian with the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office, part of Oregon State Parks, and located in Salem. My presentation is part of a project in progress, my research into the development of the preservation movement in the State. I owe a debt of gratitude to the many who have helped thus far, Including Mary Gallagher, collections manager at the Benton Co. Museum. I’ve titled this talk, “Preserving Our Past,” because it is my firm belief that preservation is an active process, where by communities choose what places, and by extension, what aspects of the past are worthy of recognition. Preservation is not a one-time act. Places “saved” from the wrecking ball must be embraced by the community if they are to endure.
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Philomath College was one such place, listed in the National Register in 1972, the 11th property to receive the honor in the state.As many of you already may know, Philomath College is one of Oregon’s earliest College Buildings. Philomath College was founded in 1867 by the United Brethren in Christ as part of its program of expansion in the west. Like other universities founded during the settlement era, such as Salem and Forest Grove, a town soon grew up around the school.  Pictured here is the main college building before the additions to either side of the main building in 1905 and 1907. You can see the town and other college buildings surrounding the campus. The College remained open until 1929 when economic reverses forced its closure.[CLICK] Underutilized for many years, by 1963 the building was in an advanced state of deterioration, pictured here. An engineering firm asked to assess the building’s condition stated that the building was the building was unsafe, that it was economically unfeasible to restore the building, and recommended that the school be torn down.However, by 1970 that same firm noted in a subsequent memo that “a historical item need to be further considered on bases other than money value or cost to restore, as value to Philomath and its visitors may not be measured in monetary terms alone. Sentimentality, pride, heritage, memory, service, achievement, and love of community all play a part in such a restoration project.Broad support for the project eventually brought the building into public ownership, where it was restored, and now serves as the County Museum, and important landmark and cultural institution in the community.What we’ll discuss today is how this nation and the state of Oregon arrived at the conclusion that some places are worth saving, beginning with the early history of the movement and moving through the 1970s. As we talk about broad trends, we’ll also examine local examples of how the preservation ethic developed here in Oregon.



First Efforts 
Community Efforts 
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Americans have been intentionally setting aside pieces of the past since the early Nineteenth Century, only four decades after the birth of the nation. Most of these efforts were headed by concerned, yet untrained, citizens who were trying to save a single building or place, usually one that was associated with the nation’s early patriotic history believing that these places convey American Values. The image on the screen is part of an engraving made from a painting by John Trumbull of the Battle of Bunker Hill on June 17, 1775, which took place during the British Siege of Boston. The Colonists repulsed two attacks before running out of ammunition and retreating. The battle became an important current and historic event of the American Revolution, not only as the first pitched battle of the conflict, but also proof that the colonists could, and would, stand up to the British Empire.Today, some of the nation’s most popular tourist destinations are historic sites and museums, including Bunker Hill.Here in Oregon, our historic places are the face of our state. Our historic places are on tourist brochures - and our papers and TV and Radio Stations frequently cover the topic. However, the growth of a preservation ethic here in Oregon and across the nation took over 100 years to develop.[CLICK – Mt Vernon] A notable early preservation effort involved Mount Vernon, George Washington's personal estate. – By the 1850s Washington’s Virginia residence was in poor condition, and its owner was planning to use it as a hotel. After a failed bid to save the property through either federal or state legislative action, spinster Ann Pamela Cunningham formed the Mount Vernon Ladies Association of the Union, privately raising $200,000 to purchase the estate for use as a house museum to commemorate the former president and general. Cunningham’s founding of the nation’s first preservation organization inspired many successful and unsuccessful efforts, and set an expectation that preservation would be a privately-funded activity focused on individual landmarks, and predominantly pursued by women that endured well into the 20th century.[CLICK- CIVIVL WAR] One notable exception was the federal acquisition of Civil War Battlefields. In 1861 the federal government seized the estate of Confederate General Robert E. Lee – and ultimately restored the estate house as a museum and established a national military Cemetery there in 1864. Other battlefields were acquired over time, driven by interest from Veteran’s Groups. [CLICK Oregon Historical Society] This period saw the formation of national patriotic societies. While lacking a connection to the Revolution and having only tentative association with the Civil War, Oregonian’s no less felt the need to recognize the past. In 1898 the Oregon Historical Society was organized, which included a Committee on Memorials whose purpose was “select, identify, and mark with suitably inscribed permanent monuments… places of historic interest.” The group’s early efforts centered around recognition of the state’s settlement history – usually celebrating the “conquering of the West,” a story that very much marginalized the history of Native Americans and other peoples.
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These First Efforts however, were not limited to historic places. During the same time people were setting aside homes of important persons and battlefields, there was a push to also save open spaces, especially in the West. This early association between preservation of historic places and wild an natural places shaped the preservation movement, and persists today.Albert Bierstadt (1830–1902) Sunrise, Yosemite Valley, ca. 1870 Oil on canvas – painted during time of increasing interest in wild places in nation –especially the west, spurred by Romantic paintings, like this. – Carter Museum. orgIn the 19th century Americans became increasingly fascinated with the natural wonders of the west, including the Yellowstone area, Grand Canyon, and the cliff dwellings found throughout the U.S. desert southwest. When the settlement of the west began to threaten these places, citizens and legislators encouraged the government to purchase and protect these resources. Federal Parks – One of the ways that the federal government preserved natural places was by establishing Federal Parks on property it either purchased or already owned. These parks often centered around natural wonders, but also included historic places.Yellowstone National Park, The first national park was Yellowstone, established under President Grant in 1872, in an effort to save the area’s unique natural beauty. Archeology – At the same time the federal government began to look at archeological sites as well. The desert southwest had seen the rise and fall of several civilizations from before the Spanish came to the Americas through the US acquisition of the land in the Mexican American War, 1846 to 1848. The ruins left behind by the native peoples of the area were of great interest to many and spurred the creation of federal parks to save them from looting. The first of these was theThe 14th Century Casa Grande Ruins in Arizona, purchased by the federal government in 1889 to protect the site from looters, the first time the government spent money specifically to preserve a cultural site. It is interesting to note that the park was established at the same time protection for the Civil War battlefields was becoming an issue, signaling a national-interest in the nation’s prehistoric and then recent history.Photo of the ruins at Casa Grande with an NPS protective cover
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Broadening Objectives – As already noted, in the early 20th century both private citizens and state and federal governments took more ambitious steps toward saving the nation’s historic places and iconic landscapes. This wasn’t just a coincidence. Throughout American History preservation is often a response to startling change,  - an effort to preserve what we hope to bring from the past into the future.Starting in the late 19th century the nation was becoming increasingly crowded. In 1890 the U.S. Census office declared for the first time that there was no American Frontier, that the entire nation had been more or less settled – a mental shock to a nation that had so defined itself by its frontiers. The nation also became a strange place for many as America’s cities grew at an amazing rate as the country continued to rapidly industrialize and newcomers arrived from around the globe.Mulberry Street, New York City, circa 1900- Italian American Neighborhood. [CLICK Community Efforts] - In the early 20th century, preservation-minded people reacted to this change by taking more aggressive steps to preserve the nation’s history. As was true in the 19th century, most of these efforts were headed by individuals or small regional organizations.[CLICK SPENEA] The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities was formed by Bostonian William Sumner Appleton in 1910 in an effort to save New-England’s revolutionary buildings and landscape from time, and burgeoning urban growth.The Short House , c. 1732, Newberry Massachusetts – one of the buildings SPENA purchased and then resold. [CLICK Williamsburg] Another notable effort is the creation of Colonial Williamsburg. In the 1920s. Dr. William Goodwin, the rector of the local parish church undertook a campaign to reconstruct the 17th century town of Williamsburg with financing from John D. Rockefeller, oil tycoon. Another famous captain of Industry, Henry Ford, established Greenfield Village in 1929, which was a collection of buildings that he had relocated to the property in order to create a museum. In both cases, Ford and Rockefeller were attempting to remind American’s of their pre-industrial past – a past that both had helped the United States move on from. In this context, it’s notable that both industrialists saw these sites as places embodied American Patriotism and that would convey traditional American values.Photo showing tourists in a horse-drawn carriage driven by an individual in period costume. Beautiful grounds evident.[CLICK] Building on continued federal interest in preserving archaeological sites, In 1909 the Antiquities Act was passed, becoming the first  federal law specifically addressing preservation. The law was a response to the continued looting of the Cliff Palace dwelling of Mesa Verde in Arizona, and established stiff penalties for destroying or looting federal-owned sites. The Act also gave the president the authority to designate National Historic Landmarks, including sites of scientific, historic, or archaeological interest.[CLICK National Park Service] With a growing number of designated National Parks such as the Casa Grande Ruins and Mesa Verde (which are ancient archeological sites) Yellowstone (a natural wonder), in addition to the Revolutionary War battle sites at Jamestown and Yorktown, in 1916 the National Park Service was created as an office of the Department of the Interior to protect and administer these sites – thus merging wild lands conservation with historic properties. The agency’s authority, however, did not include properties administered by Army.Despite a broadening definition of the role of government in the preservation of historic places, efforts remained confined to those properties in federal ownership, with most efforts remaining private and carried out locally.
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In the 50 years after the first overland Wagon Trains arrived in Oregon Country, the State had grown quickly – mirroring the rapid growth and industrialization of the nation as a whole. For many, this change was startling, and as the pioneer generation passed, their decedents sought to preserve fragments of the their history even as the state and the nation rushed forward to the future. This image here is the Lamson Ranch House in 1890, with the Lamson Family pictured. Mrs. Lamson and her husband emigrated to Yamhill County in 1872, and you can see in the headline of this article, with the previous death of her husband in 1879, she was part of a passing generation.Sensing a sea change, Oregonian’s memorialized their version of a patriotic history of the anglo settlement  of Oregon. [CLICK CHAMPOEG] Oregon’s preservation movement began in 1900 when members of both the Oregon Historical Society and the Oregon Pioneer Association visited present-day Champoeg State Park, to locate the precise spot where the areas settlers met and voted to form the Provisional Government of Oregon on May 2, 19843. A similar effort located Fort Clatsop. the 1805-1806 winter headquarters of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. near the mouth of the Columbia River.[CLICK] The 1909 relocation of the Oregon City retirement home of Dr. John McLoughlin, Chief Factor of the Hudson’s Bay Company, from 1824 to 1846 to its present location in McLoughlin Park became the state’s first instance of preservation of a historic place. The effort to save McLoughlin’s house is not surprising, and it is an extension of the earlier east-coast preservation efforts to save the homes of notable persons associated with the nation’s early history.[CLICK] In 1911, the blockhouse which looked Fort Yamhill from 1856 until the end of the Civil war was deconstructed, moved, and reassembled in Dayton at the City park as memorial to General Joel Palmer, Oregon’s first Superintendent of Indian Affairs and the man who founded Dayton. Like other places around the country, placing historic properties in parks, or creating parks around them was a way to preserve these properties by putting them into public ownership, ideally a situation where they would be accessible to all and maintained for future generations.[CLICK] Oregon DAR - While Oregon had no connection to the revolutionary war, the Oregon Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution actively worked to recognize the state’s patriotic pioneer heritage. In the 1920s, the group placed commemorative bronze tablets at historic sites throughout the state, among other activates, such as constructing the 1929 Pioneer Mother’s Memorial Cabin dedicated to “all pioneer mothers who made so many sacrifices to establish their new homes in the Northwest Country.” Like their national counterparts, the efforts of local individuals and organizations was largely commemorative in nature, and not necessarily what we would call preservation today; however, this interest would form the basis for later, more ambitious efforts. 
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While Oregon communities and organizations were just beginning their preservation efforts in the first decades of the twentieth century, beginning in the 1930s Both State and Federal Government took a more active role in American’s lives by establishing a number of programs to mitigate the effects of the Great Depression - reflecting the changing perception of the role of government in daily life. Like earlier programs, these efforts focused on the nation’s early history and pre history.This image shows (Shack in West Side Slums of San Antonio during the Great Depression) demonstrating the very dire straits that some American found themselves in. [CLICK] The New Deal, as envisioned by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, pictured here in 1933, was a package of federally-sponsored programs designed to shore up the American banking system, provide immediate relief from the poverty of the Depression, get people back to work, and establish a social safety net for every American.During this time, the federal government better organized its administration of federally-owned historic properties and began systematically recording important resources as a way to both preserve them and to put people back to work. Local authorities too began to take more of a role in protecting and commemorating local historic places.[CLICK NPS Restructured] In 1933, Roosevelt restructured the Park Service, giving the agency full control of all National Parks and Monuments, which were scattered among various agencies into a single centrally-administered National Park System.[CLICK HABS/HAER] Historic American Building Survey (HABS) was created the same year. The program put architects and engineers to work recording important historic resources with measured drawings, photographs, and written narratives. Rock Point Tavern, Gold Hill vicinity, Jackson County, ORHistoric American Engineering Record (HAER) was established only two years later in 1935, and is a similar program to HABS – that documents  historic structures, such as bridges and dams.In Oregon 47 properties, mostly from the settlement era, were documented under the HABS and HAER programs, which was spearheaded by the State’s local chapter of the American Institute of Architects, a national professional organization that would continue to be important in development of the nation’s preservation movement. [CLICK] The Historic Sites Act of 1935 was the first law that addressed Historic Preservation as a national concern. The Act empowered the National Park Service to gather data, conduct surveys, acquire properties, develop educational programs, restore buildings, and erect markers on federal property.  Together with the reorganization of NPS, the federal government became an active steward of historic resources. [CLICK LOCAL Initiatives] – At the same time, several communities began to experiment with local control of historic properties. Most were older cities that dated back to the creation of the nation.Charleston South Carolina was the 1st city to establish a historic district with regulatory control in 1931 in order to stop outsiders from dismantling Charleston's historic homes.Other cities follow. Louisiana takes action to preserve the Vieux Carre section of New Orleans in 1936. San Antonio, Texas followed in 1939 - among others.At the same time the federal government was becoming more involved in Preservation, Oregon took steps to record, protect, and commemorate its historic and archeological sites [CLICK] Marker Program – In the 1930s, the Oregon Hwy Department partners with the OR Historical Society to create a number of roadside markers at notable historic sites around the state – again, usually those associated with the settlement era. For the Centennial of the Oregon Trail in 1943, the agency in cooperation with the Oregon Trail Centennial Committee marked the trail, a more complete effort was made in 1959 for the state’s centennial. [CLICK] Archy - In 1935, the State Legislature established the Oregon State Museum of Anthropology at the University of Oregon, allowing the State to carry out the provisions of the 1909 Antiquities Act in cooperation with the State Government, and later established laws to discourage looting of archaeological sites on public property. 
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Interest in preservation slowed during WWII and the immediate postwar years as the nation’s focus turned toward economic stability and then defeating the axis powers. After years of war rationing, both during WWII and then the Korean war, the U.S. government was concerned that the Depression could return and sought to modernize the nation. Between the war’s end and the mid 1960s a flurry of job-creating initiatives were passed by Congress that sought to quickly redirect the nation’s defense manufacturers to domestic production; provide money for secondary education for soldiers, spur the construction of new housing, like the subdivision pictured here, downtown redevelopment, and create and expand the National Highway system. The physical result was the rapid growth of the auto-centric suburbs, defined by subdivisions and malls, at the expense of downtown centers. Across the nation communities saw demolitions of entire historic downtowns for highways and urban renewal projects. While some saw this flurry  of construction activity as welcome progress after years of depression and war rationing, the sentiments that prompted the nation’s first preservation efforts in the late 19th and early 20th century were still present, and in many ways only became stronger as the nation began to grow and change quickly.[CLICK National Trust for Historic Preservation]. In response to the loss of the nation’s historic properties, In 1949 Congress chartered the Quasi-governmental and non-regulatory National Trust for Historic Preservation - charged with acquiring historic properties, involving the public in historic preservation, and serving as a lobby group to Congress and the National Park Service. It is important to note that the Trust was, and is, an advocacy organization, not a law making body. Like earlier private efforts, the Trust focused on preserving buildings through purchasing them or encouraging the government to do so.Like the trust, local preservation Organizations also continued to focus on preservation through outright purchase, or advocating for public ownership.[CLICK] Formed in 1950, the Marion County Historical Society successfully rallied the community behind the 1841 Passonage and Jason Lee House, both formally part the Methodist Mission that first settled Salem under the leadership of minister Jason Lee. The group also successfully organized to purchase and preserve the 1889 water powered Thomas Kay Woolen Mill. Like other efforts, the group first sought to put the Parsonage and Lee House in public ownership, but failing, purchased the properties themselves and moved each to the Mill site. However, interestingly, the organizing concept around this history museum was a “park,” similar to what the group originally advocated for.Oregon, having celebrated its centennial in 1959 and looking forward to the National bi-centennial was a state actively engaged in its past.The State Highway department owned several historic parks, including Fort Stevens, and the logging museum at Colier State Park. Champoeq State Park, now greatly expanded from the initial donation, saw 97k day visitors between 1959 and 1962. In addition, the National Park Service administered two sites, the McLoughlin House in Oregon City, and Fort Clatsop.Despite successful local preservation efforts, the rapid pace of freeway construction and downtown revitalization  continued, and the Trust and its local and national partner organizations became increasingly alarmed by continued losses of historic properties. [CLICK] – During this time period, Oregon’s first National Historic Landmark District, Jacksonville – a late 19th century gold mining boom town, was threatened by a proposal to demolish much of the town in the early 1960s to make way for a highway widening project, prompting local residents to seek recognition, and some degree of protection. In 1965  the National Trust and the U.S. conference of Mayors commissioned a study to examine the plight of historic properties, and to  determine how best to save the remaining historic sites.  The result was the report entitled With Heritage so Rich, consisting of a series of essays that extolled the architectural and cultural history of the United States, and outlined the dangers of urban renewal to the nation’s cultural legacy. [CLICK] The report is credited with spurring the passage of the Historic Preservation Act of 1966. The law established the National Register of Historic Places, separate from the National Historic Landmark designation, created an Advisory Council to ensure federal projects did not threaten protected sites, and mandated that each state had its own State Historic Preservation Office to implement the federal program. The Act also put into place tax breaks and other economic incentives to individuals and local governments for preservation, and placed the entire program under the National Park Service. The Act is significant as it is the first time the federal government takes concrete steps to assist local governments and private citizens with the identification and preservation of historic places and to limit negative impacts on cultural resources created by federal projects on lands not under federal control. Notably, the Act does not place any restrictions on property owned by state or local governments or private citizens.The first properties recognized in Oregon were Jacksonville, listed as a National Historic Landmark and concurrently in the newly created National Register, the 1849  Barclay (Dr. Forbes) House in Oregon City, and the Lewis and Clark fort site in Astoria – all listed in 1966. [CLICK] Oregon Statewide Planning - In Oregon, the impact of development was felt just as acutely, but the state response, headed by Governor Tom McCall, who held the post between 1967 and 1975, was unique.In 1969, the Oregon Legislature takes a dramatic step, rejecting the suburban development seen in other states and Oregon, the body  adopts 10 statewide planning goals - focused on encouraging sustainable development that maintained Oregon’s quality of life. Among these goals, Goal 5 asked the state and cities and counties to consider the protection of more than a dozen resources, including wildlife habitats and historic places. Unfortunately, the law did not establish a structure to administer the provisions or provide funding for the statewide planning initiative. An oversight that was corrected in 1973 with Senate Bill 100.In response to the passage of the 1966 Historic Preservation Act, Goal 5, among other laws, the Oregon State Highway Department began a comprehensive survey effort to identify historic properties, first by aggregating lists of existing properties, and later through a staff field survey project. A few years later, the state’s first systematic survey was carried out by the now nationally known historian, Stephen Dow Beckham, a Lewis and Clark professor on contract to the agency. These identification efforts included a much broader range of historic properties than had been previously considered.In 1975, Oregon became the first state in the nation to provide a cash incentive aimed at encouraging the restoration of historic buildings by capping local property tax and reinvesting the savings into restoration efforts. Two years later in 1977 the state-wide non-profit advocacy group, the Historic Preservation League of Oregon was founded – an organization that is still active today.Under the auspices of goal 5 and the national interest in the country's past, many local communities began their own preservation efforts during this formative period. In Oregon, most of these were the settlement-era communities of the Valley, but also Jacksonville among others, where a number of notable historic resources still remained. Together, state and local recognition efforts and the State Tax benefit encouraged preservation activities across the state, including the listing of numerous properties in the National Register of Historic Places.Since the 1970s, Oregon’s preservation program has grown to include almost 2,000 individually listed National register properties, including almost 140 historic districts, including thousands of properties themselves. Over 40 local governments have a local preservation program, and over 70 communities participate in the Oregon Main Street Program, which encourages communities to market historic downtowns as shopping, dining, and event destinations. 



The National Register in Oregon 
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As I mentioned before, the Historic Preservation Act of 1966 Established the National Register of Historic Places, which is the nation’s official list of buildings, structures, sites, objects, and districts that represent the historic events, persons, architecture and engineering, and archeology of country. The National Register is an honorific program and does not require that property owners maintain their property or prevent them from modifying or demolishing a resource. Although Oregon Law requires that local municipalities protect their national-register resources, these rules vary greatly. To get an idea of the diversity of resources we have in Oregon, I though we would look at just a few sites in the state park system that ate on the National Register.Heceta Head Lighthouse is a State Scenic viewpoint. Construction was begun on the building in 1892, but it was not completed until 1894. The building was listed for its unique engineering and for its association with ocean-born commerce.Kam Wah Chung, an Oregon Historic Heritage Site, was listed for its association with the over 10,000 Chinese Mine Laborers in the John Day area in the late 19th century. This building was constructed in 1883. Fort Stevens State Park, is home to Fort Stevens, a costal defense complex first established in 1863 and operated through 1947, with a few gaps in service. The Friends of Old Fort Stevens (FOOFS) had this 200 lb. Parrott Rifle built locally out of steel. The site was listed for its engineering qualities and association with military history.The Sumpter Valley Dredge is a very unusual property, also associated with mining. It was constructed in 1934Peter French Round Barn state historic site was listed for its association with agriculture, and its namesake, Peter French, who was an important 19th century cattleman in Harney County. The barn was built in 1883.All of these properties were listed in the early 1970s, just a few years after the official creation of our office. In total, the state has 22 listed National Register properties in the park system.Including these 22 properties, the state has over 1,800 properties listed on the National Register, one of the biggest lists among the 50 states. This includes the individual properties that make up the 112 listed historic districts. Before I conclude here, I just want to give you an overall sense of the continuing diversity of resources recognized in Oregon by showing you 5 properties that were listed in the last year or so. You’ll notice that in the last set and the next that I am not showing any houses. I’m doing this in order to give you a sense of what else can be listed.USS LCI-713, Portland, Multnomah Co. - Constructed by the George Lawley & Son shipyard in Neoponset, Massachusetts and commissioned in October 1944, LCI-713 is the last surviving ship of an entire class of vessels built during World War II that once included over 3,000 ships. This ship actually carried Oregon National Guard troops in the Pacific Theater.Roba Ranch, Paulina Vcty, Crook Co. - The Roba Ranch was listed for its association with late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century family-owned ranching patterns in Crook County, Oregon, and for the architectural importance of the property's five historic buildings. This image shows the ranch's unique Folk Victorian tuff stone house, which was constructed in 1910. Rim Drive Historic District, Klamath Co. - Constructed between 1926 and 1941, Crater Lake’s Rim Drive, was recently listed as an outstanding example of scenic highway development in Oregon. Creswell Public Library and Civic Improvement Club Clubhouse, Creswell, Lane Co. - The oldest building in Creswell, the 1874 Creswell Public Library and Civic Improvement Club Clubhouse, was recently listed in the National Register for its use as a public meeting hall for the Creswell community for over 130 years. Lone-Fir Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah Co. - Platted in 1855 by Colburn Barrell, Lone Fir Cemetery was recently listed in the National Register of Historic Places for its association with the settlement and growth of Portland.
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Beginning with commemorative acts through current efforts to protect historic places, the history of historic preservation in our nation and state has a rich history and tradition, one that continues today. This concludes my presentation today. I sincerely thank the Philomath Lyons club for the invitation to speak to you all today, and I hoped that you all enjoyed learning about this topic as much as I did researching it. While I am happy to take questions, I would also like to hear from anyone who would like to share what their favorite historic place is and how it became part of the community, how it was “saved.”
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