
O
r
e
g
o
n
 
M
a
i
n
 
S
t
r
e
e
t
 
C
o
n
f
e
r
e
n
c
e 

Oregon Main Street Conference 

 

 

Brian Wagner 

   Oregon Arts Commission 

 Community Arts Coordinator 

 

 

The Dalles, OR 

October 8, 2015 

 
WELCOME! 

 

 

Enlivening 
Main Street 
Through Arts 
and Cultural 
Strategies 



 
Enlivening Main Street Through 

Arts and Cultural Strategies 
 
 
 

Incorporating art into downtown can strengthen the 
economic base, bring vitality, and build community. 
In this session, you will hear how Oregon 
communities are integrating art into the fabric of 
downtown as a key component of overall 
revitalization strategies and as a means to spark 
resident and visitor engagement.  
 
These communities are building constituencies, 
political will, and forming partnerships to support 
and sustain vibrant and livable downtowns. 



 
Purpose 

 

Highlight the ways in which 
Main Street and Cultural 
Placemaking align. 

 

Our intension is for you to leave 
more motivated, inspired, well 
informed to be able to reach out 
to members of your local arts 
communities for input and 
participation in downtown 
redevelopment. 



Panelist Introductions 

• Karen Auborn & Gary Robertson,  
 Port Orford, Transforming 
• Elaine Worden and Amy Koski, 

 Beaverton, Exploring 
• Sydney Leonard, 
 St. John’s, Affiliate 
• Aili Schreiner, 
 Oregon Cultural Trust   
 The Confluence Project 
 The Dallas Transforming, & Dufur   

 

 

 



  

Each presenter will provide 
information about:  

• what defines their “Main Street “ 

• cultural assets, resources and 
elements of a cultural district in their 
main street such as murals, 
performing arts venue, artist studios 

• cultural programs and initiatives being 
used in their downtown 

• programs and initiatives that they plan 
or would like to use 

• opportunities that helped them to 
achieve with those initiatives 

• challenges they have experienced 
 



  

Oregon Main Street 

Oregon Main Street works with 
communities to develop comprehensive, 
incremental revitalization strategies based 
on a community’s unique assets, character, 
and heritage.  The goal is to build high 
quality, livable, and sustainable 
communities that will grow Oregon’s 
economy while maintaining a sense of 
place.  

 

A proven comprehensive approach to 
commercial historic district revitalization. 
The Main Street Approach® is based on a 
comprehensive, four point strategy:  

• Organization  
• Promotion  
• Design  
• Economic Restructuring 



  

What is a Cultural 
District? 

A cultural district is a well-recognized, labeled, 
mixed-use area in which a high concentration of 
cultural facilities serves as the anchor of attraction. 

Facilities include: performance spaces, museums, 
galleries, artist studios, arts-related retail shops, 
music or media production studios, dance studios, 
schools or colleges for the arts, libraries, and 
gardens. 

Because they are mixed-use developments, 
cultural districts incorporate other facilities such as 
office complexes, retail spaces and, occasionally, 
residential development. 

The creation of a cultural district implies 
collaboration between the arts and the local 
community. Cultural districts may be seen by local 
authorities as a way to revitalize the urban core
    Wikipedia 



  

CreativePlacemaking:  
A white paper for The Mayors’ Institute on City 
Design, a leadership initiative of the National 
Endowment for the Arts in partnership with the 
United States Conference of Mayors and American 
Architectural Foundation. 

2010 

 

Co-authors 

Ann Markusen, 

 Markusen Econ. Research Serv. 

Anne Gadwa,  

 Metris Arts Consultingh 

 
download this free report at: 

http://arts.gov/pub/pubDesign.php  

 



  

How it works: 

“In creative placemaking, partners 
from public, private, non-profit, and 
community sectors strategically 
shape the physical and social 
character of a neighborhood, town, 
city, or region around arts and 
cultural activities. Creative 
placemaking animates public and 
private spaces, rejuvenates structures 
and streetscapes, improves local 
business viability and public safety, 
and brings diverse people together to 
celebrate, inspire, and be inspired.” 



  

What are the incregients 
of a successful Cultural 

District? 
They examined: 
1. How does it happen? 
2. Who are the initiators and 

partners? 
3. Where does the energy and 

resource come from? 
4. What are the results? 
  Artistic achievement 
  Quality of Life 
  Sustainability 
  Economic Development 
 



  

Potential Funding 

Oregon Arts Commission 

 

Arts Build Communities Grant 
Program, $3,000 - $7,000 matching 
project grant program. 

  

October 1 Deadline for following 
calendar year. 



  

Questions? 

Brian Wagner 

Community Arts Coordinator 

Oregon Arts Commission 

(503) 986-0083 office 

(503) 428-1981 cell 

Brian.Wagner@Oregon.gov 


