
Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
 

June 25, 2014  
 

 
 
Agenda Item:  7a             Action  
 
Topic:   Sand Lake Initiative - Beltz Farm Acquisition 
 
Presented by:    Kammie Bunes and Jim Morgan 
 

 
Background: 
Interest in bringing the property known as Beltz Farm into the state park system has prevailed for 
over four decades.  Located on Sand Lake, approximately 15 miles southwest of the City of 
Tillamook, these 357 acres provide a complex of beaches, dunes, estuarine tidal flats, marsh, and 
forested uplands that can provide multiple benefits for wildlife and people (see attached maps). 
Forming the southern anchor of one of the most pristine coastal estuaries in Oregon, Beltz Farm 
remains the single-most significant unprotected land in the Sand Lake estuary.  
 
In our most recent attempt to secure the property, OPRD had the property appraised in 2004 but 
negotiations were unsuccessful. The department’s enduring interest was highlighted when it was 
identified as the top priority in the region in OPRD’s 2006 Acquisition Priorities Report which 
formed the basis for the 2007-13 Acquisition Plan and remains on the department’s watch list.   
 
A number of attempts by the landowner to develop the property as a destination golf course were 
unsuccessful. The property was placed on the market in November 2013.  Ecotrust, a not-for-
profit organization that focuses on economic opportunity, social equity, and environmental 
wellbeing, quickly entered into a purchase agreement in order to protect the property for the 
greatest public benefit. A February 20, 2014 letter from OPRD Director Lisa VanLaanen to 
Ecotrust on behalf of the Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission (OPRC), expressed OPRD’s 
strong interest in acquiring the property.   
 
On April 21, 2014, OPRD entered into an Option Agreement with Ecotrust for an exclusive right 
to purchase the property, contingent upon completion of due diligence and OPRC approval.  
Ecotrust subsequently acquired the property in May.  OPRD has completed an environmental site 
assessment and the appraisal process is currently underway. OPRC approval to acquire Beltz 
Farm directs staff to complete the acquisition according to the terms of the option agreement, 
with closing anticipated no later than August 30, 2014. 
 
Prior Action by Commission: 
Acquisition Priorities Report (Informational), Sept. 2005; Approved 2007-2013 Acquisition Plan 
(Action) Nov. 9, 2006; Acquisition Initiatives: Sand Lake (Informational) April 4, 2012 
 
Action Requested: Staff requests Commission approval to acquire the Beltz Farm property in 
Sand Lake at or up to 10% above the appraised value, subject to successful appraisal review. 
 
Attachment A: Sand Lake Regional Context Map; Attachment B: Wildlife Habitats Map 
 
Prepared by:  Jim Morgan 
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         Habitat + Acres
Open Water - 35 Acres
Dune/Beach - 35 Acres
Interdunal Wetland - 1 Acre
Marsh - 76 Acres
Pasture - 46 Acres
Scrub-Shrub - 5 Acres
Mid-Seral Forest - 116 Acres
Young Forest - 73 Acres
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