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Nestucca, Neskowin & Sand Lake Watersheds Council 
PO Box 86  Pacific City, OR  97135       (503) 965-2200 tel & fax       www.nestuccawaters.org 

 

 

 
 
June 16, 2014 
 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Coastal Program and Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program 
Division of Habitat and Resource Conservation 
4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 840 
Arlington, Virginia 22203 
 
 
RE:  Beltz farm property, Tillamook County Oregon 
 
 
Folks, 
 

The Nestucca-Neskowin Watersheds Council (Council) strongly supports the Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department (OPRD) request for funds to help acquire the Beltz Farm property.  This 
300 plus acre property has significant naturally-functioning estuary and ocean shore lands. The 
Council supports the OPRD goal of permanently preserved state natural area.  

The Council will support the proposed acquisition with volunteer education & outreach projects 
about invasive species, recreation and other restoration-related topics.  The Council can commit 
to $500 of in kind support from such activities.  A recent Sand Lake example can be seen on the 
Council website front page.   

 
We encourage your support of the OPRD request.   
 
Regards,  

 
Alex Sifford 
Council Coordinator 
 
cc: NNWC Board 



221 MOLALLA AVE. SUITE 100 OREGON CITY, OR 97045 ▪ (503) 496-0807 ▪ NATIVEFISHSOCIETY.ORG 
 

TAX ID 93-1187474 

NATIVE FISH SOCIETY 
       Advancing the Recovery of Native, Wild Fish in Their Homewaters 

 
 
 
June 7, 2014 
 
 
Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
725 Summer St. S. E., Suite C 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
 
Dear Commission Members: 
 
 
Subject: Acquisition of the Beltz Farm property 
 
 
The Native Fish Society is a regional wild fish advocacy organization with over 700 members 
throughout the Pacific Northwest. We work to protect and restore wild native fish and their 
habitat. The public acquisition of the Beltz Farm property along the south shore of the Sand Lake 
estuary is something that we have supported for many years and are extremely pleased to see that 
the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department is considering the purchase of this land. 
 
The Sand Lake estuary is one of the least developed intact estuaries in Oregon. By purchasing 
the Beltz Farm property, the state will be protecting a critically important component of the 
ecosystem and providing a buffer between the estuary and the residential development to the 
south at Tierra del Mar.  
 
The Native Fish Society strongly supports this acquisition and hopes that the land will be 
managed in the future for its natural values by managing the land as a natural area, with the only 
development being a few foot trails through the property to allow public access. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jim Myron, Lobbyist 
The Native Fish Society 
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--Forwarded Message Attachment--
From: hyvasti@msn.com
To: oprd.publiccomment@oregon.gov; oprdipubliccomment@oregon.gov
Subject: beltz farm june 16th meeting in p.c.
Date: Mon, 16 Jun 2014 21:26:55 -0700

My wife and I , our children and dogs have hiked the trails at Beltz farm for a number of
years. And now our grandchildren hike with us, they enjoy the woods and the
huckleberries.  We live close and hike all the trails in the area.  Beltz farm is unique unto
itself. Including its own pair of coyotes. The dune system forest is more mature in one place
and with dense and young shore pines and spruce coming up to the fore dune in another.
Bob Straub has its own character as does Whalen Island and of  the three that we hike Beltz
farm is my favorite.   I was so pleased to hear, just recently, that maybe it won't become a
golf course after all . Halleuyah!!!
Sincerely ,
Terry and Norma Goss
24675 Sandlake Rd.
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From: Marjorie Stoughton
To: PUBLICCOMMENT * OPRD
Subject: Beltz property acquisition proposal
Date: Sunday, June 08, 2014 5:18:13 PM

I do not feel the State needs to spend the money for this property.  Whalen Island is
not far away and is not always used.  This area has enough state parks.  Money
would be better used for education in our public schools.  This property would not
add to the property tax revenue for Tillamook County.  If the property is to be sold,
it should be for a business that would pay property taxes and offer jobs to the
community.  Please reconsider how state monies should be spent.  We have other
estuaries in this area.

Margie Stoughton

mailto:mstoughton1@gmail.com
mailto:OPRD.Publiccomment@oregon.gov


Dear	Commissioners,		
 
This letter is written to assist your vote on June 25th. I am a landowner north of Pacific City. 

Please do not approve another state park in south Tillamook County on the Beltz Farm 

property. Other uses for the land have been suggested that will improve the economy in 

Tillamook County and that will respect the ecosystem. In other similar instances, the conditions 

required for development have enhanced and added value to special areas like this one. Please 

allow these options to be pursued. Existing environmental regulations will insure the area is 

kept intact and pristine; we don’t need another park to enforce those regulations. I love 

kayaking, hiking and fishing and believe we need responsible environmentally compatible 

development in our county. This county is beautiful, and needs to be discovered, not 

constrained. 

Other issues to consider: 

� Money it will it cost to maintain an additional State Park? 

� Does the State pay Tillamook County property taxes on the land if it becomes a State Park? 

� What income is derived from our existing State Parks here in Tillamook County? 

� How often have you seen scores of visitors at our existing State Parks here in South County? 

� Will another State Park create numerous jobs to facilitate our unemployment issues? 

� How will this help Tillamook County to become a destination resort that boosts our 

economy? 

 

 

I hope you will vote to support our county and not to support outside special interest.  

 

 
 
 
 Name: Scott Murphy 
 
Address: 8312 SW 45th Ave., Portland, OR 97219 
 




