February 25, 1972

Mr. David Talbot

State Parks Superintendent
Oregon State Highway Commission
Salem, Oregon

Dear Mr. Talbot:

I surely hope that the Cape KWiwanda situation will ne resolved in the near
future and tz the advantane of the S5tate of Oreaon.

I noticed today's Oregonian article regarding the Kiwanda problems which of
course was a repetition of what you told me on the phone. It of course will
add faeal to tre fire andoweate more pressure cn all parties involved.

I feel that if the Cape should be sold, there is apparentiy a danger it will
fall into the hends of land developers which would be one of the most tragie
events that could occur on our Coast. +As you are sware, there is no coastal
area in America that compares with the colorful beacty of the Cape and it
surely should remein available for public enjoyment. 1t should be preserved
in the State Parks System whatever the cost may be.

Unfortunately, lives will probably continue to bs lost as a result of care-
lessness at Kiwanda, just as there is an ever-increasing numper of fatalities
rgsulting from boating accidents off our coast and as accigents occocur in

other popular recreational areas with the tremendous increase in popularity

of outdoor living. Under State Park supervision, hazardous activitiées and
resulting drownings might be reduced at Hiwandz. T mentioned to you on the
phone that many years ago State Photographer Jim Young and I pursued the
possibility of creating a State Park at Kiwanda at the same time we also

urged creation of a State Park at Smith Rocks in Central Oregon. Unfortunately
land acquisition at Kiwanda was apparently even more of a problem at that time
than it is naow.

hiwanda definitely deserves to become a State Park, and I hope that some
arrangements may be made whereby it will achieve that status.

Sincerely,

RA ir Ray Atkeson



August 12, 1974

Mr., John E. Lilly

P=rks Recreation Technician
Ore;on S5tite Highway Division
Highway Building

Salem, Orsgon 97310

Degar Mr, Lilly:

Enclosed is 8 photo mep on which I hsve altered present fencing )
and imcIoded suggestions for other protective measures I fael =
should be planned for Kiwanda,

1 too, am sorry the meeting cannot be held, I will agein @6fer my
suggastions end observ:tions in this lettver to accompany ths map.

I believe that photographers like myeelf are more familiar with
the cape and it's hazzards then most other people. Of course

Mr. Mason is Better qulaified to suggest geological hazzards.
Howsver I have visited the Cape countless times since 1930 and
on many of those visits I have spent several hours observing surf
action as well as near sccidents which have opcurred while I've
been teking photos,

1 contend that obvious danger on the main cliff will in itself

make visitors more cautious, whereas the bowl appears deceptively
gafe, Its obvious to those familiar with the area that the long
deep chasm on the north is wery dangsrous because of slipping sand
and overhanging rim of unstable sand and vegetation., The presant
trail out to the western portion of the cape is dangerous because 1t
is cutting sway ambove an overhanging cliff which will eventually
break sway,

The bowl where tan lives have been lost certsinly needs every pros=
tective and warning devise possible installed. Signs stating that

a score of people have lost thelr lives at that spot, plus some

kind of fence sroud as mush as possible of the bowl should be in-
stalled located sbout ss I'be indicated. Fencing of the sand slope
close to the bottom may be impréactical but the north and south
sides can be fenced. Explenatory signs should be placed st strategic
points,

1 feel that the present fence is the worst possible solution to
Kiwanda's problems, It completsly destroys the wild besauty of the
cape which Governor McCall and Dave Talbpt stressed should be pre-
served. It serves only Bs a frustration as it supposedly prohibits
access to all the beautiful eress 6f the cape.
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Hr, John Lillv f
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All visitors who climb the slopes intent on enjoying the beauty of

the colorful sandstone cliffs and coves are naturally very indignant ..

upon seeing the fence. (lder folks raturn tb thelr car with & fesl-

ing of frustration. VYoung.folks aimost inveriably go over or under

and are spt to sxpress theid indignation in acts of #laring which

they moght not othersiss indulge in, I've seen it occur. The presant

fence is not only an eyesgre and frustraztion, 1t also resembles too

closely ppison or concentpation enclosures as visitors makse jthelr

way through the restricted, corridor into the pen Lt forms,
| % B . N

As those familiar with tré cape know, the bowl is most dangerous i

because of the slick scum which often forms over the gently sloping

sandstone and the “snesker®, waves that swaep pver tha slppingipoint '

into the bowl, I've seen meveral young folks slip: on the slick slope

and come very closa to going into the surf. I've also msen thp big

waves sweep up around other people standing on that point. Thﬁ south

rim of the bowl is also treacherous when soii is wet or the edge in "~

the vegetation arsa can slip sway, Y ket % o
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The low bench at the bottom of thes south peninaulﬁ is awash during

high tide which automatically halts access when there is that danger,
The surf isn't treacherous here becauss of the large flat arqqﬁh‘Phuta-
hraphers use this rarea a’ great desl to photograph weve action afd B
the spectaculer scene to the northeast. I've newer:smen or heard Y
of mny one encountering trouble hsre. Howsver e.wabning signishoulsf ™
be placed at the bottom af the gully which is the epprogch to this™ . '
‘flat tabls, P P \\5 1 i
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The present trail used as pccess to the farthasnﬁmaét shnﬁiy”ba

closad., +t is dangersus. A new trail could bejsngled to the nurf%:'ga.f

west up the gully slope then west through the damse vggstation to ')
give access to the outer cape where the finest views |of the cate ;)

are enjoyed. The south rim of the outer cape should |be posted end |

’

perhaps an attredctive fence installed. A warning vign should be

placed on or near the highsgst point. Haavy surf. frequently sweeps .
over the cliffs to the south of this high point.. :

A low safty fence and=hué¥ing should be placad.upétﬁa SQndstnne aigﬁa
on the extreme northwest tip of the outer caps. | 4 person could slip
and slide down thet slope whare it becomes steep. ' = | e
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Sanitery facilitiss mre needed. erhaps in th %mall grove of vege
etation through whidh the main trzil passes to:the gully end puter -
cepe. Camping or fires should not be permitted,’ . The picturesque
trees are being vandallzed. R
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The main caps which pfsaanttdauch spectacular spENic besuty viswed = -

from the outer cape could be posted with twe or thres waraingsigns
in the depression behind the rim. Such signs should be effective

gnd inobtrusive.
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If feasable I would like to see the north fance moved up into the
vegetation and s viewpoint constructed. Possibly 'a platform on-desp
set posts or pipes. The chasm is & spectaculer sight that 'should:he
available for viswing from a safe platform. The flsnce should shut ®ff
closer acoeps to the edge of the chasm and gtop 41l traffic to the
narrow knifa sdged sandstone peninsula on thes north side of. the cape

\
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Mr. John Lilly

Poet signe. 2len, This abput sums up the thoughts regarding nscessary
devslopment and protection.

Your earlier letter mentioned ths fact that loczl residents sseldom
climb to the top and explore the cape., A natural situation bscauss

of a lack of intersst. Those who enjoy the scenic beauty have pro-
bably visited £& many time in yesrs past., Most of the residents are
interested to & greater extent in the dory fishing end tourist busines
which is why they live thera, -
1 consider Cape Kiwsnda the most photogenic area on the american coast-
line, west or east (before fencing), Hundreds of photographers have
ppread its fame around the world via slide.snd movie shows, photo
coftests and through pictures published in national publications.

The wild beauty should not be destroyed or made inacnesaaale but thare
should be some measures for safty developed by the Parks “epartment,

Sincersly,

Ray Atkeson -~
RA/m

.
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TOM McCALL
GOVERNOR

F. B. KLABOE
Administrator of Highways

OREGON STATE
HIGHWAY DIVISION

HIGHWAY BUILDING ® SALEM, OREGON ¢ 97310

ecember 27, 1974
r0: PUBLIC MEETING PARTICIPANTS

RE: Cape Kiwanda State Park Master Plan

Your input at the October meetings was helpful in developing
the revised master plan for Cape Kiwanda State Park as recently adopted
by the State Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee.

The 1and use proposals of the plan are the same as presented at
the public meetings due to general citizen support. Other plan revisions
or recommendations include:

I. Revise and improve the visual appearance and safety aspects
of portions of the existing fence along the present location.

II. Establish a pedestrian safety zone or route along the beach
south of the Cape to reduce conflicts in the dory iaunching
area.

III. Allow day-use only at the Miles Creek use area.
IV. Prohibit motorized vehicles on the large sand dune area.

V. Work closely with Oregon Hang Glider Association to develop
appropriate park rules and regulations for hang gliding at
Cape Kiwanda.

VI. Delay consideration of closure of McPhillips Beach to vehicles
pending continued observation of public useage and needs.

Your assistance and interest at the public meetings on the
master plan were appreciated.

Very truly yours,

MJ%M

Richard I. McCosh, Supervisor
Parks Master Planning
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