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EXAMINATIONS & QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting 
August 12, 2011 

 
 
Members present: 

Grant Davis, Chair 
Steven Burger  
Amin Wahab  
John Seward (excused absence) 

 
Staff present: 

Jenn Gilbert, Executive Assistant 
Amanda Sloan 
Jennifer O’Neill 
Matt Bryan 
Mari Lopez, Executive Secretary (excused absence) 

 
Others present: 
 Joanna Tucker Davis, Assistant Attorney General 
 James Doane (observer) 

Dan Linscheid (observer) 
 Gerry Clark, Water Resources Department 
  
The meeting of the Examinations and Qualifications (E&Q) Committee meeting was called to 
order at 10:05 a.m. in the conference room of the Oregon State Board of Examiners for 
Engineering and Land Surveying (OSBEELS) office at 670 Hawthorne Avenue SE, Suite 220, 
Salem, OR 97301. 
 
Guest Discussion 
CWRE Examinations 
The Committee reviewed and discussed information provided by Gerry Clark of the Water 
Resources Department regarding the team of volunteers that develop, score, and administers the 
Certified Water Rights Examiner (CWRE) examinations. Information provided by Mr. Clark 
included background information regarding each of the members on the Exam Development 
Team. Additionally, Mr. Clark provided information regarding the Water Resources 
Department’s commitment in maintaining the integrity and security of the CWRE exam. The 
Committee further discussed a Memorandum of Understanding between Water Resources 
Department and OSBEELS regarding the administration process of the CWRE exam. The 
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Committee determined that the information provided by Gerry Clark is to be presented to 
the Board during the September Board Meeting for discussion.  
 
New Business  
Special Consideration Request 
The Committee reviewed a letter from Lawrence M. Knapp requesting acceptance of his 
reapplication for the October 2011 examination administration in case the appeal he submitted 
for his April 2011 Oregon Specific Land Surveying examination is not favorable. The 
Committee determined to remain consistent with Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) 820-010-
0442, and deny Mr. Knapps’ request. Staff will respond accordingly. 
 
CPD Preapproval Request 
The Committee reviewed a letter from Wendell T. Harness requesting the Committee to 
determine whether or not the activities he’s participated in meets the Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) requirements. After further discussion, the Committee determined that the 
activities Mr. Harness participated in qualifies per OAR 820-010-0635(5)(f) and 820-010-
0635(5)(g). Staff will respond accordingly. 
 
Oregon Specific Examinations 
Chair Davis took the Committee into Executive Session as provided by Oregon Revised Statute 
(ORS) 192.660(2)(f) to consider information that is exempt by law from public inspection. Upon 
returning to open session, it was noted that no action was taken during Executive Session. The 
Committee discussed the possibility of discontinuing the forest engineering examination 
and determined that this information be discussed during the September Board Meeting. 
 
Special Consideration Request 
The Committee reviewed a letter from Mark Ellingson requesting the Committee to accept his 
application for the October 2011 Structural examination, although only three of the required five 
references were provided in his application package. After a brief discussion, the Committee 
determined to remain consistent with OAR 820-010-0215, and deny Mr. Ellingsons’ request. 
Staff will respond accordingly. 
 
Informational 
NCEES Engineering Award 
The Committee reviewed a news release from NCEES regarding the University of New Mexico 
as the winners of the 2011 NCEES Engineering Award. There was no further discussion. 
 
Review of Applications 
Examination Applications 
Christopher Benthin - The Committee reviewed an application submitted by Christopher Benthin 
to sit for the PLS examination. Mr. Benthin submitted a written request to reduce the number of 
required references. Mr. Benthin provided 4 of the required 5 references per OAR 820-010-0213. 
After reviewing the information submitted, the Committee determined that Mr. Benthin qualifies 
for entrance into the October 2011 PLS examination compliant with OAR 820-010-
0213(1)(c)(C). Staff will respond accordingly. 
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Zeus Brunner - The Committee reviewed an application submitted by Zeus Brunner to sit for the 
FE examination. Mr. Brunner submitted a written request for the Committee to consider his 
educational background and experience gained as qualifying. Mr. Brunner provided an official 
transcript from Oregon State University (OSU) demonstrating course work completed from Fall 
2004-Spring 2009, a detailed experience record demonstrating 1 year and 7 months of qualified 
engineering experience, and 3 references verifying his engineering experience. After reviewing 
the information submitted, the Committee determined that Mr. Brunner does not qualify for 
October 2011 examination; however, he may be eligible for the April 2012 examination 
administration by obtaining a dean’s stamp per OAR 820-010-0225. Staff will respond 
accordingly. 
 
Bradley Coy - The Committee reviewed an application submitted by Bradley Coy to sit for the 
Civil PE examination. Mr. Coy submitted a written request for the Committee to consider his 
educational background and experience gained as qualifying. Mr. Coy provided an official 
transcript from Brigham Young University demonstrating a Master of Science degree in Civil 
Engineering, a detailed experience record demonstrating at least 4 years of qualified engineering 
experience, five references verifying his qualified civil engineering experience, and an official 
verification from the State of Utah describing his successful passage of the NCEES FE 
examination. After reviewing the information submitted, the Committee determined that Mr. Coy 
qualifies for entrance into the October 2011 PE examination. Staff will respond accordingly. 
 
Christopher Duffey - The Committee reviewed an application submitted by Christopher Duffey 
to sit for the Electrical PE examination. Mr. Duffey submitted a written request for the 
Committee to reduce the number of required supervisory references. Mr. Duffey provided 5 
references verifying at least 25 years of qualified electrical engineering experience. However, 
Mr. Duffey was unable to provide a supervising professional reference per OAR 820-010-0212. 
After reviewing the information submitted, the Committee determined that Mr. Duffey qualifies 
for entrance into the October 2011 PE examination according to OAR 820-010-0212(1)(c)(C). 
Staff will respond accordingly. 
 
Patrick Maloney – The Committee reviewed an application submitted by Patrick Maloney to sit 
for the FE examination. Mr. Maloney submitted a written request for the Committee to consider 
his educational background as qualifying. Mr. Maloney provided an official transcript from 
Carleton College demonstrating a Bachelor of Science degree in Physics and a Master of Science 
degree in Electrical Engineering. After reviewing the information submitted, the Committee 
determined that Mr. Maloney qualifies for entrance into the October 2011 FE examination. Staff 
will respond accordingly. 
 
Kevin Nibur – The Committee reviewed an application submitted by Kevin Nibur to sit for the 
Metallurgical PE examination. Mr. Nibur submitted a written request for the Committee to 
consider his PhD from Washington State University as equivalent to 1 year of qualified 
experience. After reviewing the information submitted, the Committee determined that Mr. 
Nibur qualifies for entrance into the October 2011 PE examination. Staff will respond 
accordingly. 
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Tara O’Donnell – The Committee reviewed an application submitted by Tara O’Donnell to sit 
for the FE examination. Ms. O’Donnell submitted a written request for the Committee to 
consider her Bachelor of Science degree in Geology and Geophysics combined with additional 
course work completed at OSU as qualifying. After reviewing the information submitted, the 
Committee determined that Ms. O’Donnell qualifies for entrance into the October 2011 FE 
examination. Staff will respond accordingly. 
 
Kenneth Phun – The Committee reviewed an application submitted by Kenneth Phun to sit for 
the FE examination. Mr. Phun submitted an official transcript from Northern Arizona University 
demonstrating a Bachelor of Science degree in Geology, an official transcript from Bellevue 
College demonstrating course work completed from Spring of 2003 to Spring of 2007, and an 
official transcript from OSU demonstrating a Master of Science degree in Water Resources 
Engineering as qualifying. After reviewing the information submitted, the Committee determined 
that Mr. Phun qualifies for entrance into the October 2011 FE examination. Staff will respond 
accordingly. 
 
Juan-Pier Spampinato – The Committee reviewed an application submitted by Juan-Pier 
Spampinato to sit for the Mechanical PE examination. Mr. Spampinato submitted a written 
request for the Committee to reduce the number of required supervisory references. Mr. 
Spampinato provided 5 references verifying at least 11 years of qualified mechanical engineering 
experience. However, Mr. Spampinato was unable to provide a supervisory professional 
reference per OAR 820-010-0212. After reviewing the information submitted, the Committee 
determined that Mr. Spampinato qualifies for entrance into the October 2011 PE examination 
according to OAR 820-010-0212(1)(c)(C). Staff will respond accordingly. 
 
Ryan Webb – The Committee reviewed an application submitted by Ryan Webb to sit for the FE 
examination. Mr. Webb submitted a course-by-course evaluation from NCEES Credential 
Evaluators. The evaluation submitted does not specifically state that Mr. Webb’s Civil 
Engineering degree obtained from the University of Nottingham in June of 2004 is ABET 
accredited due to recent change in the NCEES Credential Evaluators evaluation criteria. After 
reviewing the information submitted, the Committee determined that Mr.  Webb qualifies for 
entrance into the October 2011 FE examination. With these recent changes, staff has invited 
NCEES to the October 2011 E&Q Committee Meeting to further discuss the specific changes 
that have been made. Until further information has been obtained from NCEES, staff will review 
each evaluation on a case by case basis. Staff will respond accordingly. 
 
Re-Applications  
The Committee reviewed re-applications from those who did not achieve a passing grade in their 
first and second written examinations. As stated in OAR 820-010-0465, these applicants were 
required to submit valid evidence of further preparation. Evidence reviewed consisted of 
additional experience gained, special training or courses taken, and study materials reviewed. Of 
the 39 re-applications reviewed, 29 individuals were admitted to the October 2011 examination 
administration and 10 individuals may qualify for the April 2012 examination administration. 
Staff will respond to those individuals accordingly. 
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Comity Applications  
Murray Blitz – The Committee reviewed a comity application from Murray Blitz for professional 
registration as an electrical engineer. Mr. Blitz provided an official transcript demonstrating a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from The College of the City of New York 
obtained in February of 1949, an official verification from the District of Columbia 
demonstrating successful passage of their State specific FE examination in May of 1955, an 
official verification from the District of Columbia demonstrating successful passage of the PE 
examination in the Electrical and Mechanical disciplines in January of 1986, an NCEES Updated 
Registration form demonstrating current PE registration in the District of Columbia, a detailed 
experience record demonstrating at least 30 years of qualified engineering experience, and ten 
references verifying his engineering experience. Additionally, staff provided the Committee with 
the regulations available from 1977 to 1986 to aide in determining that the requirements he met 
were substantially equivalent to what Oregon required at the time. After reviewing the 
information submitted, the Committee determined that he met the minimum requirements for 
registration and will place Mr. Blitz on the list of comity applications for approval by the 
Board during the September 13, 2011 Board Meeting. Staff will respond accordingly. 
 
Failure to Respond  
The Committee reviewed a memo from staff showing the results of the January 2011 audit of 
professional development hours (PDH) units. The audit files for the following individuals were 
sent to the Regulation Department for not responding to the requests for information: 
 
Zaki Kiriakos 
Masahide Yoshikawa 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 
 
 


