
ties as well as professional 
or charter licenses in coun-
tries, states, or provinces.  
But are the lines between 
ethical and unethical con-
duct always clear-cut?  
What is unethical in one 
place may be considered 
ethical in other places. 
Things that are legal may 
be unethical. Does ethical 
behavior change with time? 
Do we have an obligation 
to monitor the ethical use 
and misuse of our digital 
data, analyses, reports and 
publications in other fields? 
And does unethical practice 
or behavior recognized in 
one field of professional 
practice mean that the same 
practice is unethical in all 
professional fields or in 
other regions of the world?   
 
Are there weapons for com-
bat in geoethics and tools 
for how we ought live? 
Yes, but they don’t require 
extensive training. Use 
your “sixth sense”. Respect 
yourself.  Respect your 
community. Respect socie-
ty who trusts your profes-
sion. “Always do right—
this will gratify some and 
astonish the rest.” -- Mark 
Twain, 1901  

by Board Member Todd Jar-
vis, PhD, RG, CEG, CWRE.  
todd.jarvis@oregonstate.edu  
 
The alarming trend in the 
popular media reports of 
billion-dollar Ponzi 
schemes, questionable 
mortgage lending practices, 
the “pay-to-play” dealings 
by public officials, and the 
fabrication of geologic and 
hydrologic data associated 
with siting of waste facili-
ties has some asking: Is 
there a crisis of ethics in 
America?  Likewise, there 
is growing concern about 
the importance of teaching 
ethics in the academies. 
Where I work at Oregon 
State University, ethical 
research training is required 
for graduate students. At 
the international level, the 
World Commission on Eth-
ics of Scientific Knowledge 
and Technology 
(COMEST) recommended 
teaching ethics at three lev-
els in academies:  
 elementary ethics for 
all students; 
 more advanced courses 
as part of PhD requirements 
in the sciences; and 
 courses that lead to 
“dual competency” - a PhD 
in ethics with a PhD in an-
other field. 

The basic principle of eth-
ics is that the end does not 
justify the means. In other 
words, it is not ethical to 
use harmful means to 
achieve a personal or social 
benefit. How important are 
ethics to daily life? Greek 
philosopher Socrates is 
credited with stating “We 
are discussing no small 
matter, but how we ought 
to live.”  

Geoethics has many differ-
ent meanings in the pub-
lished literature. Some re-
searchers identify it with 
"geographic ethics" thus 
implying a subject as wide 
as geography itself: includ-
ing in it also ecoethics, ani-
mal ethics, ethics of the 
development, professional 
and science ethics applied 
to geography, etc. An even 
wider definition includes all 
scientific and applied activ-
ities relative to the Earth 
sciences.  
 
Geologists and engineers 
must acknowledge a code 
of ethics to secure member-
ships in professional socie-

Geoethics  
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Board Offices 

The AssociaƟon Center 
707 13th Street SE  
Suite 114 
Salem, Oregon  97301 

Phone:(503) 566‐2837 
Fax:(503) 485‐2947 
www.oregon.gov/OSBGE 
osbge.info@state.or.us 
 
Board Members 
Mark Yinger, RG, Chair 
(M.Yinger Associates) 

 
Peter Stroud, RG, CEG, 
Vice  Chair (Kleinfelder) 

 
Kenneth Thiessen, RG, 

CEG  (DEQ) 
 

Vicki McConnell, PhD, 
RG, State Geologist 

(DOGAMI) 
 

Todd Jarvis, PhD, RG, CEG 
(OR State Univ.) 

 
Richard Heinzkill,  
Public Member  
(ReƟred Librarian) 

 

O 

  

S 

  

B 

  

G 

  

E 

  

mailto:todd.jarvis@oregonstate.edu�
http://www.oregon.egov.com/osbge/Pages/index.aspx�
mailto:osbge.info@state.or.us�


P A G E  2  

The mission of the 

Board of Geologist 

Examiners is to help 

assure the safety, 

health, and welfare 

of Oregonians with 

regard to the public 

practice of geology.  

Updating Guidance Documents 

Board Members Wanted! 
In the Summer 2013 newsletter, we reported on the role of the OSBGE public member.  
We announced that a new public member is needed starting in spring of 2014.  The 
Board is looking for an individual with some level of interest in the geology profession 
or at least a willingness to learn and desire to provide public service. The public member 
does not need to have any expertise in geology.  The public member plays a critical role 
on the Board, but this position can be hard to fill.  If you know of a good candidate, 
please let the Board office know! 

The Board also needs a new registrant member starting in spring of 2014.  To be eligible, 
a registrant must be a US citizen and reside in Oregon (including at least 1 year prior to 
appointment.)  The term of office is 3 years, with re-appointment for a 2nd term possible.  
A registrant cannot serve more than 2 consecutive terms.  Serving on the Board is a great 
way to give back to the profession while also serving the public.  Interested? Contact the 
Board office or visit: http://www.oregon.gov/gov/pages/boards.aspx for more info! 

The  professional practic-
es guideline will cover a 
broad range of issues 
including statutory and 
rule requirements, regis-
tration standards, fields 
of practice, complaint 
processing, etc.  The 
Board will be seeking 
input from registrants 
and other interested par-
ties on all four guidelines 
as part of the updating 
process.   

In the Summer 2013 
newsletter, we reported 
on the review process for 
the engineering geology 
report guideline.  In Sep-
tember, the Board select-
ed a review panel of five 
certified engineering ge-
ologists (CEGs) with ex-
perience from around 
Oregon to help shape the 
content of the revised 

guideline.  The Board 
will receive the review 
panel’s work in late fall.  
The Board anticipates 
opening a public com-
ment period in late 2013 
to early 2014 to gather 
broad input on the draft 
guideline.  Input will be 
reviewed and the guide-
line further revised be-
fore the Board considers 
adoption of the revised 
guideline.   

For the other report 
guidelines and the pro-
fessional practices guide-
line, work is being done  
by individual Board 
members and staff.  The 
schedule for these up-
dates is flexible, but the 
Board anticipates a pub-
lic comment period in 
winter or spring of 2014. 

The Board has embarked 
on an ambitious project 
to update a series of three 
guidance documents ad-
dressing preparation of 
geology reports.  In addi-
tion, the Board is work-
ing to complete a fourth 
document on professional 
practices. The report 
guidelines address prepa-
ration of engineering ge-
ology, hydrogeology, and 
general geology reports.  

O R E G O N  G E O L O G I S T  E X A M I N E R   Fall 2013 
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Christine’s Corner—Notes from the Administrator 
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150-200 Words 

 

 As a result of Board adoption of revised rules in September, exam candidates can now request proctored reviews for 
failed exams.  This service applies to the ASBOG Fundamentals and Practice exam sections and the Certified Engi-
neering Geologist (CEG) exam.  ASBOG candidates can continue to also request a manual re-grade.  The Board 
charges a modest fee to cover the administrative cost of a proctored review.  ASBOG also charges separate fees for 
a manual re-grade or proctored review.   Exam candidates should contact the Board office for more information.  

New Examination Services Offered 

Welcome New Registrants!      

 

The cover article highlights the importance of attention to ethics in many aspects of life, includ-
ing in the public practice of geology.  I am furthering that message with a reminder about the 
Code of Professional Conduct for OSBGE registrants.  The Code was first adopted in 1984, and 
it has been updated several times over the years.  It covers the registrant’s responsibility to the 
profession, employers, and the Board.  A violation of the Code is misconduct and grounds for 
disciplinary action by the Board.  If you have not read through the Code in a while, I highly rec-
ommend that you take a few minutes to refresh your memory.  You can find the Code at 
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_800/oar_809/809_020.html. 
 
Registered geologists are to protect public health, safety and welfare through their work. 
Work is to be “guided by the highest standards of ethics, honesty, integrity, fairness, 
personal hour, and professional conduct.”(804-020-0001(1)).  In addition, registered 
geologists are to help police the profession, with responsibility to notify OSBGE of any 
knowledge or reasonable cause to believe another person or registered geologist has 
violated state registration laws or rules.  In recent years, OSBGE’s complaint case load 
has gone down. We’d like to think this is a reflection of everyone behaving and meeting 
the highest ethical standards in their work. If it is in fact more a reflection of registrants 
not notifying the Board of problems, then “Houston we have a problem.”  Please re-
member the 3 “Rs” of the Code:  Read, Remember, and Report when needed.  

Feedback? Questions?  

Contact Board Staff:  

Christine Valentine, 

Administrator & 

Marilou Arrobang, 

Registration Specialist 

Fall 2013 

 

GIT by Exam:   None 
RG by Exam:  None 
CEG by Exam (03/2013 Exam): None 
  
RG by Cooperative Registration: 
George, Gregory  G2397  08/27/2013 CA 
Wilson, Sean    G2398  10/02/2013 WA 
Erickson-Mulanax, Emerald G2399  10/04/2013 CA 
Liner, Noel   G2400  10/21/2013 CA 
 
CEG by Cooperative Registration: 
None 

(New registrants since publication of the Summer 2013 newsletter.) 

http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_800/oar_809/809_tofc.html�


Data as of 11/13/13.  Contact the Board 
office to renew a lapsed registration! 

AHERN, RICHARD, G0414, 10/31/2013 

BECKER, EDGAR, E0191, 10/31/2013 

BROSE, RICHARD, E0955, 10/31/2013 

COLLINS, THOMAS, E0673, 10/31/2013 

CONNARD, GERALD, G0780, 10/31/2013 

D'AGNESE, SUSANNE, E0954, 10/31/2013 

DEERY, RICHARD, E0757, 10/31/2013 

EDDY, PAUL, G0488, 10/31/2013 

FISCHBEIN, STEVEN, G1073, 10/31/2013 

GRAHAM, BRYAN, G1446, 10/31/2013 

GRUBAUGH, PHILIP, E0517, 10/31/2013 

HACKENBERRY, PAUL,G0490, 10/31/2013 

HART, ALLEN, E0335, 10/31/2013 

HASTINGS, BRIAN, G2258, 09/30/2013 

JOHNSON, KENNETH, E1762, 10/31/2013 

JUDD, WILLIAM, E0156, 10/31/2013 

KRAUTKRAMER, F., G0402, 10/31/2013 

LEGER, ANGUS , T2291,08/31/2013 

MCCULLOCH, DEXTER, E0274, 10/31/2013 

MILLS, DENISE , G0951, 10/31/2013 

MITCHELL, MILES, G0511, 10/31/2013 

MOORES II, RICHARD, G0152, 10/31/2013 

MUNTS, STEVEN, G0596, 10/31/2013 

NAGEL, ARTHUR, E0610, 10/31/2013 

PEARSON, SCOTT, G1846, 10/31/2013 

REED, PATRICIA, T1773, 10/31/2013  

RIDLEY, ALBERT, E0298, 10/31/2013 

SCHERFFIUS,WILLIAM,G0398, 10/31/2013 

Calendar of  
Upcoming Events 

 
11/28‐29/13  Office 
  Closed 
 
12/13/13 Next 
  Board 
  Mtg. 
 
12/25/13 Office 
01/01/14 Closed 
 
03/07/14  Next 
  ASBOG 
  & CEG 
  Exams  

Oregon State Board of   
Geologist Examiners 
707 13th Street SE, Suite  114 
Salem, OR  97301 

Phone:  503‐566‐2837 

Fax:  503‐485‐2947 

E‐mail:  osbge.info@state.or.us 

Mailing Label Here 

Lapsed  
Registrations 

We’re on the Web at  
http://www.oregon.gov/OSBGE/Pages/index.aspx 
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