
The State of Oregon and its political subdivisions, such as counties, cities, districts, or other 
authorities, need to be aware of the statutes regulating the public practice of geology.  A 
state or local agency or department may be involved in the public practice of geology if it 
conducts independent evaluations of geologic reports, inspections of geologic work, or other 
geologic services for delivery to any person or for the public.  Further, the public practice of 
geology involves work performed to safeguard life, health, property and the environment.  
Geologists employed by the State of Oregon or its political subdivisions are not exempt 
from registration requirements.  Geologists are governed under the following laws and sub-
ject to the stamping and signing requirements outlined on page 2.  Public contracting for 
geologic services is addressed on page 3. 
 
ORS 672.505(7) “Public practice of geology” means the performance for another of geolog-
ical service or work, such as consultation, investigation, surveys, evaluation, planning, map-
ping and inspection of geological work, that is related to public welfare or safeguarding of 
life, health, property and the environment, except as specifically exempted by ORS 672.505 
to 672.705.  (“Geology” is defined in ORS 672.505(6).)   
 
ORS 672.525 specifies that only a Registered Geologist or a subordinate working under a 
Registered Geologist can publicly practice geology in the State of Oregon. 
 
672.525 (8) states that [a] person shall be construed to publicly practice or offer to publicly 
practice geology if the person: 
(a) Publicly practices any branch of the profession of geology; 
(b) By verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead or card, or in any other way, purports to 
be a registered geologist, or through the use of some other title implies that the person is a 
registered geologist or that the person is registered under ORS 672.505 to 672.705; or 
(c) Offers to provide any geological services or work recognized as the public practice of 
geology for a fee or other compensation.” 
 
672.525(1) states that a non-registrant cannot “provide or prepare for the public practice of 
geology any geologic maps, plans, reports, or documents except as specifically exempted in 
ORS 672.535.”  
 
Exceptions are limited as set forth in ORS 672.525, 672.535, and 672.545: 
 Geologists in Academia 
 Geologists in Federal Employment 
 Geologist in Tribal Employment 
 Subordinates to Registered Geologists 
 Nonpublic Geological Services 
 Other Professional Registration (e.g. practice overlap engineer & engineering geologist) 
 Individual Testimony/Preparation of Testimony in a Public Proceeding (free speech) 

Geology Practice in the Public Sector   

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Stamping/Signing 2 

Admin. Notes 3 

Public Contracts 3 

Regist. Update 3 

Lapsed Regist. 4 

Events Calendar 4 

 Oregon Geologist Examiner 
S P R I N G  2 0 1 5  

Board Offices 

The Associa on Center 
707 13th Street SE  
Suite 114 
Salem, Oregon  97301 

Phone:(503) 566‐2837 
Fax:(503) 485‐2947 
www.oregon.gov/OSBGE 
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The mission of the 

Board of Geologist 

Examiners is to help 

assure the safety, 

health, and welfare 

of Oregonians with 

regard to the public 

practice of geology.  

Stamping & Signature Reminders 
ORS 672.605 requires that “All drawings, reports, or other geologic papers or documents 
involving geologic work as defined in ORS 672.505 to 672.705 that have been prepared 
or approved by a Registered Geologist, or a subordinate employee under the direction of 
a Registered Geologist for the use of or for delivery to any person or for public record 
within this State, shall be signed by the Registered Geologist and impressed with the 
seal...which shall indicate responsibility for them.” 
 

Final vs. Draft Work Products:  A Registered Geologist must stamp and sign final work 
products created in the public practice of geology (OAR 809-050-0000(1)).  The Regis-
tered Geologist is not required to stamp draft geology products or documents that are 
clearly labeled and identified as draft (OAR 809-050-0000(3)).  The Board expects a 
draft to ultimately be superseded by a final, stamped and signed product.   
 
Compiled vs. Stand-Alone Work Products: When a stand-alone report is stamped by the 
Registered Geologist, the registrant is not required to also stamp individual work prod-
ucts (e.g., each figure, map or log) contained in the report.  However, any geology work 
products within a stand-alone report that were not prepared by the Registered Geologist 
that stamps the report must be individually stamped by the Registered Geologist(s) who 
prepared those products.  If a final geology product is not included in a compiled report, 
such as a boring log, then the Registered Geologist must individually stamp and sign the 
product.  See OAR 809-050-0000(4) and (5). 
 
Responsibility for Stamp:  A Registered Geologist who stamps a final geology product 
must be in responsible charge for the geology content of that product (OAR 809-050-
0000(6)).  If a Registered Geologist stamps the geologic work completed by a person 
who is not registered with the Board, then the registrant has accepted full legal responsi-
bility for that work.  When two or more Registered Geologists work on a project and 
complete different elements of that project, they need to clearly indicate in the stamped 
document which element(s) of the project each is responsible for.  If this is not clearly 
stated, then the Registered Geologists stamping the document are each accepting legal 
responsibility for all the geologic work presented.  In addition, when a document is 
stamped by two different registered professions with fields of practice that overlap, such 
as that of Engineering Geologists and Geotechnical Engineers, it should be clear in the 
document which professional is taking responsibility for which work.  And finally, a 
Registered Geologist must ensure no one inappropriately uses his or her stamp. 
 
Signature with Stamp:  The registrant must sign every geology work product that is 
stamped in accordance with ORS 672.605 and OAR 809-050-0000.  The registrant is to 
place a handwritten signature in permanent ink across the stamp. The registrant also must 
then write the word “Expires” followed by the registration expiration date directly below 
the seal. This requirement applies unless an electronic or digital signature is used as pro-
vided for in Board rule per OAR 809-050-0000(2)-(6).   
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150-200 Words 

 

Public Contract Requirements 

Welcome New Registrants!      

 

I have a few important updates related to fee revenues to share this quarter: 
 
Budget:  OSBGE seeks public comment on its 2015-2017 budget.  The comment period is open 
through May 21, 2015 with a hearing that same day.  The budget rule, budget details, and related 
documents are posted on the Board website.   No new fees or fee increases are proposed as part of 
the 2015-2017 operating budget.  The budget will be balanced by the use of financial re-
serves along with fee revenues.  However, Board expenses continue to increase while fee-
based revenues have been trending flat.  Increases in expenses are largely related to the 
growing costs of business with little discretionary spending.  The Board wants registrants to 
understand that it is looking like fee increases will be required in a few years.  Reserve 
spending is not sustainable for the long-term.  As a semi-independent state agency, OSBGE 
does not receive any state general fund and must operate off fee revenues.   
 
Online Renewal/Payment Project:   This project has been delayed due to unanticipated diffi-
culties in getting the Board to the front of the queue of state agency IT projects. The Board 
still expects these new features to go live sometime this year.  Stay tuned for updates! 

Feedback? 

Questions?   

Contact Staff:  

Christine Valentine, 

Administrator & 

Marilou Arrobang, 

Regist. Specialist 

 SPRING 2015 
 

The Board welcomed the following new registrants since the last newsletter publication.  The Board wishes 
these new registrants a safe and successful practice in Oregon. 
 
RG by Cooperative Registration 
Mullin, Timothy  G2459  04/01/2015 WA 
Lesh, Matthew   G2458  03/18/2015 CA 
Obereiner, James  G2457  03/05/2015 CA 
Palmieri, Anthony  G2456  02/25/2015 WA 
Snyder, Jay   G2454  02/03/2015 AR 
 
GIT by Passing Exam 
Grasso, Kyla   T2455  02/06/2015 
Ceciliani, Scott   T2453  02/03/2015 

The Board would like to remind state agencies and local entities of the public contracting requirements found in 
Oregon Revised Statute 672.695 as related to the public practice of geology in Oregon: 
 
“Public agencies required to contract with or for registered geologist. This state and its political subdivisions, 
such as a county, city or a legally constituted board, district, commission or authority, shall contract for geological 
services only with persons registered under ORS 672.505 to 672.705 or a firm employing a registered geologist.” 

http://www.oregon.gov/OSBGE/pages/index.aspx�


01/01/2015 to 03/31/2015 (data as of 04/17/2015) 

Last Name, First Name Reg.#  Expiry 

Bare, Mark   G2269  02/28/2015 

Bidleman, Lucinda  G1599  01/31/2015 

Broman, Bonnie  T2241  01/31/2015 

Conrad, Christopher  G2157  03/31/2015 

Lee, Douglas    G2200  01/31/2015 

Pouncey, Harry   E1413  03/31/2015 

 

Contact the Board office if you need assistance with restora-
tion of a lapsed registration! 

Spring/Summer Events  
 
5/07/15 Joint Compliance Committee 
 
5/29/15 Next Board Meeting 
 
6/04/15   ASBOG Applications Due 
 
7/20/15  CEG & ASBOG Retake   
 Applications Due 
 
8/07/15 ASBOG withdrawals  
 
9/10/15 3rd Qtr. Board Meeting 
 
9/19-26 AEG Annual Meeting (cont. education 
 credits offered) 
 
Office Holiday Closures:  5/26/15, 7/03/15, 
9/07/15.  On other days, please always call before 
visiting the office to check on staff availability! 

Oregon State Board of   
Geologist Examiners 
707 13th Street SE, Suite  114 
Salem, OR  97301 

Phone:  503‐566‐2837 

Fax:  503‐485‐2947 

E‐mail:  osbge.info@state.or.us 

Mailing Label Here 

Lapsed Registrations 

We’re on the Web at  
http://www.oregon.gov/OSBGE/Pages/index.aspx 

 

 SPRING 2015 

The OR/WA Engineering Geologist examination is now be-

ing accepted by the CA Board for Professional Engineers, 

Land Surveyors, and Geologists in lieu of the CA Engineer-

ing Geologist examination.  This should streamline the comi-

ty application process for those that have passed the OR/WA 

exam.  Stay tuned for more on this in the next newsletter! 

http://www.oregon.gov/OSBGE/Pages/index.aspx�
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