
made using a sonic drill 
rig.   Final interpretation of 
the seismic profiles was 
made using the boring logs. 
Three borings were com-
pleted as wells.  One well 
and the cistern were pump 
tested.  I estimate the re-
stored Amotan Spring 
would flow from fractures 
between large blocks of 
Dalles Formation conglom-
erate at approximately 150 
gallons per minute.   The 
restored spring and flow 
path can be landscaped and 
the flow captured in an 
underground storage tank 
for irrigations use. 

*This work was completed as 
part of the “Confluence Pro-
ject”, a collaborative effort of 
Pacific Northwest tribes, civic 
groups, artists, architects and 
landscape designers to inter-
pret ecology and history along 
more than 300 miles of the 
Columbia River.  See  http://
www.confluenceproject.org/ 

lage, into which a spring 
bubbled up.”  The spring 
has been long known as 
Amotan Spring. In 1869 
Dr. William C. McKay, of 
half-Indian heritage, read a 
paper of the early history 
of The Dalles before the 
Ladies' Aid Society of the 
Congregational Church. He 
said, "The Government or 
Mission Spring, was called 

Amotan, meaning wild 
hemp which grew in abun-
dance at that place and was 
a staple article of trade.”  

The field investigation be-
gan with two seismic re-
fraction lines run by North-
west Geophysical Associ-
ates’ Rowland French, RG 
and Michael Douglas, RG.  
Four borings were located 
using seismic profiles and 
the spring alignment as 
shown on 1879 and 1910 
maps.  I logged the borings 

Geology & Cultural Preservation 
Editor’s Note:  This article 
by Board Chair Mark 
Yinger, RG is included as 
part of an effort to share a 
little bit about your Board 
Members.  Feel free to 
contact Mark c/o the Board 
office with any questions. 

Amotan Spring Project*, 
The Dalles--The objective 
was to investigate the po-
tential to restore Amotan 
Spring to its natural, free 
flowing state and yet con-
tinue to provide irrigation 
water for The Dalles 
Wahtonka High School.  A 
600 barrel cistern was built 
114 years ago to capture 
the spring flow.  Being a 
geologist, I naturally relate 
barrels to beer –beer bar-
rels being 36 gallons.  

The earliest recorded 
spring name was Wasco 
Spring.  In 2005 George 
W. Aguilar Senior wrote, 
“The Wascos received their 
name from the village of 
Wasq’u (or wa’sq!o) 
means “small bowl” or 
“cup,” referring to ”a cup-
shaped rock near the vil-
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Board Offices 

The Associa on Center 
707 13th Street SE  
Suite 260 
Salem, Oregon  97301 

Phone:(503) 566‐2837 
Fax:(503) 485‐2947 
www.oregon.gov/OSBGE 
osbge.info@state.or.us 
 
Board Members 

Mark Yinger, RG, Chair 
(M.Yinger Associates) 

 
Rodney J. Weick, RG, CEG, 

Vice Chair 
(Dept .Environ. Quality) 

 
Vicki McConnell, PhD, 

RG, State Geologist 
(DOGAMI) 

 
Todd Jarvis, PhD, RG, CEG 

(OR State Univ.) 
 

Peter Stroud, RG, CEG 
(Kleinfelder) 

 
Richard Heinzkill,  
Public Member  
(Re red Librarian) 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
5/28   Office Closed 
6/7      Board Mtg. 
6/8      ASBOG Applic. Due 
7/23    ASBOG Retake Applic.  
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The mission of the 

Board of Geologist 

Examiners is to help 

assure the safety, 

health, and welfare 

of Oregonians with 

regard to the public 

practice of geology.  

Online Payment:  
What Cost for Convenience? 

Board staff recently pre-
sented the Board with 
preliminary research re-
garding the costs associ-
ated with offering online 
credit card payment as an 
option for registrants.  
This research was con-
ducted in response to 
recurring customer re-
quests to pay for renew-
als by credit card.   The  
Board currently only ac-
cepts payment by check 
or money order.  This  
research revealed that the 
costs associated with ac-
cepting credit cards are 
not trivial.  Between 
charges from the credit 

card companies and the 
bank, the cost for pro-
cessing  a $100 renewal 
would be about $3-4.  
Those charges when con-
sidered collectively over 
a biennium would be a 
notable increase in Board 
expenses.  While not yet 
determined, there is a 
possibility that the Board 
may need to look at a 
convenience fee paid by 
those registrants that 
want to pay online by 
credit card.   This may be 
the only equitable way to 
ensure that renewal costs 
for registrants not opting 
to pay online are not  

subsidizing online pay-
ment.   

 How important is the 
option of online credit 
card payment to you?  

 Would you be willing 
to pay a fee to use this 
service?  

 What would you con-
sider a reasonable  fee for 
using online payment? 

Please respond to :   
osbge.info@state.or.us 

 
Geo Photo of the Quarter 

 Spring 2012 

 

The challenges of coastal living, Waldport, OR, Winter 2012. 

Have an interesting 
photo to share that  
illustrates Oregon geol-
ogy in action (past or 
present)?  We’d enjoy 
sharing such photos in 
a future edition of the 
Oregon Geologist  
Examiner!  Send to: 
osbge.info@state.or.us 
 

O R E G O N  G E O L O G I S T  E X A M I N E R  
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OSBGE FINANCIAL REVIEW & BIENNIAL REPORT  
 
Every other year, the Board  is required to have an independent financial review completed.  
OSBGE’s most recent review was completed in December 2011 and addressed the Board’s fi-
nances, accounting systems and related procedures.  The review focused on the 2009-2011 bien-
nium (i.e., July 1, 2009—June 30, 2011), and the review findings were very positive.  Since I 
was only around for the last few months of the 2009-2011 biennium, I cannot take credit for the 
positive outcomes.  I must acknowledge the good work of the Board’s former administrator, cur-
rent Registration Specialist, and past and present Board members during that biennium.  The 
review report also included recommendations for how to even further enhance Board business 
practices.  With the Board’s support, I have been working to see that many of those recommen-
dations are implemented as soon as possible. 
   
Each financial review becomes a key part of the Board’s biennial report to the Oregon Legisla-
ture and Governor.  OSBGE recently submitted its biennial report focused on the  2009-2011 
biennium.  The report is available at for review at:  http://www.oregon.gov/OSBGE/
publications.shtml  The Board and I encourage registrants and others with interest to read the report.  Any questions 
about the biennial report, including the financial review, should be directed to my attention at the Board Office.   

Christine’s Corner– Administrator Notes 
P A G E  3  O R E G O N  G E O L O G I S T  E X A M I N E R  

RG by Passing Exam:  
Whitchurch, Ryan G2339  
 
RG by Cooperative Registration: 
Rueber, Roland  G2337 

GIT by Passing Exam:  
Copeland, Elizabeth T2335 
Kahl, Geoffrey  T2336 
 
  

Some registrants recently received by mail a request to supply the Board Office with a current e-mail address.  This 
request was made because it is more efficient and cost effective for communications from the Board Office to be 
distributed by e-mail.   Registrant e-mails are not published, and we hope more registrants will consider having an e-
mail address on file with the Board. 

E-mail Addresses Requested 

 Welcome New Registrants!      

 

Feedback? 

Questions?  

Contact Board 

Staff 

  Spring 2012 

The Board welcomes the following new registrants since issuance of the last newsletter and wishes them a safe and 
successful practice in Oregon! 

http://www.oregon.gov/OSBGE/publications.shtml�
http://www.oregon.gov/OSBGE/publications.shtml�
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Oregon State Board of   
Geologist Examiners 
707 13th Street SE, Suite 260 
Salem, OR  97301 

Phone:  503‐566‐2837 

Fax:  503‐485‐2947 

E‐mail:  osbge.info@state.or.us 

Mailing Label Here 

Lapsed Registrations 

We’re on the Web at  
http://www.oregon.gov/OSBGE/index.shtml 

 

Spring 2012 

Last Name, First Name Reg. # Expiry 
 

Dillenberg, Douglas,  G1010 01/31/2012 
Dreesen, JR, Richard,  G1025 01/31/2012 
Marquardt, Shalom,  G2206 03/31/2012 
Moore, Susan,  G1296   01/31/2012 
Sorensen, Kekoa,  T2307 03/31/2012 
Wallace, Roland,  G1293 01/31/2012 
Yadon, Douglas,  E0814 02/28/2012 
 
Contact the Board Office to learn how to renew your 
lapsed registration! 
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