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DOGAMI Releases Phase I of Map Database 
he Oregon Department of Geology & Mineral Industries (DOGAMI) has fin-
ished the first phase of a multi-year project to digitally compile geologic data for 
the entire state. This effort brings together the best available geologic mapping 

and data from all relevant sources: state and federal agencies, university thesis work, 
and consultants. 
 
“The Northeast Oregon Data Compilation is the first release of this geology database 
that will eventually cover the entire state,” said Vicki S. McConnell, State Geologist.  
“Ultimately, our goal is to develop interactive, web-based access to these maps and 
data, but the first step is the compilation.” 
 
“The digital data compilation will be particularly useful for regional studies and plan-
ning by State, Federal and County Managers who are interested in geologic resources,” 
said McConnell.  “For example, the digital data compilation can be used to look at the 
impact of geology on stream and forest health, and wildfire management.  In fact, we 
have already distributed the database to the managers of the Umatilla and Wallowa-
Whitman National Forests to incorporate into their fire hazard management plans.  
Also this data will be extremely important in assessing geologic hazards in a given 
area.” 
  
To accomplish this ongoing project, DOGAMI is working in partnership with the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS STATEMAP program) and the Oregon Geographic Infor-
mation Council (OGIC) under the Oregon Framework Project.  For more information 
about the Oregon Geospatial Data Standards process used in this work as well as de-
tailed information about the Oregon Geologic Data Standard, visit the Oregon Frame-
work website: 

www.gis.state.or.us/coord/FrameLayers/GeoFrame.html 
This phase I compilation can be purchased from the Nature of the Northwest Informa-
tion Center (NNW), 800 NE Oregon Street #5, Portland, Oregon, 97232.  You may 
also call NNW at (503) 872-2750 or order online at www.naturenw.org 
 
 
Hydro Task Force Completes Draft Guidelines 

inally, it is here, available, and ready to be used!  Begun in spring 2003, the 
Hydrogeology Task Force (HTF) completed its final Hydrogeology Report Guide-
lines (HRG) draft for Board review in April 2005.  The HRG was adopted by 

unanimous vote at the Board’s June 10, 2005, meeting.  The first guidance of its kind in 
the U.S., this guidance tool is now available online in Portable Document Format 
(PDF) through the PUBLICATIONS link on the Board’s website home page 
(www.oregon.gov/OSBGE).   
 
(continued on page 3) 
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Knight’s Notes 

t has been a very busy eight months.  In late November 
of 2004, the Board agreed to assist the Landscape Archi-

tect Board (OSLAB) with the administration of their office.  
In developing the budget for the 2005-07 biennium, 
OSLAB and OSBGE approved a continuing joint admini-
stration of the Boards, and funds were allotted for the addi-
tion of a half-time staff.  July 1, Marilou Arrobang joined 
the office staff to serve as a Licensing Specialist.  Please 
join me in welcoming Marilou.  She is a friendly voice on 
the phone and is anxious and willing to assist you.  I know 
you will appreciate her as I do. 
The Board previously (see January 2005 newsletter) noti-
fied registrants of pending openings to serve on the Geol-
ogy Board.  Board members are appointed by the Gover-
nor.  Applications are available through the 
www.governor.state.or.us web site.  Two Board members 
have ending terms of November 17, 2005.  Both have 
served two terms and are not eligible for reappointment.  If 
you are a Registered Geologist, have an interest in the 
regulation of the practice of geology, and have an interest 
in being of service, you are encouraged to submit your 
application.  Contact staff or any Board Member if you 
would like more information about what this service in-
volves. 
August is the time when present and former Board Mem-
bers reacquaint themselves with life as a Board Member.  
The annual picnic will be held on August 27, 2005, at the 
Bill Orr farm.  If you have previously served on the Board, 
please plan to attend. 
The next Board meeting is schedule for September 9, 2005, 
here in Salem.  If you have agenda items for that meeting, 
please submit them two weeks prior. 
Happy summer to you! 
Susanna Knight  
Administrator 
 
 
OSBGE Web Site has a New Look!  

The Board offers a big THANK 
YOU to Jane Feinberg, CEG, who 
handled the transition of the Board 
web page from its former location 
at www.osbge.org to its new loca-
tion at www.oregon.gov/OSBGE.  
Jane has served as our webmaster 
since shortly after the inception of 
the OSBGE web page in 1999.   

Special State training and lots of patience have allowed 
Jane to make this new look happen.  If there is informa-
tion you would like to see included on the Board’s web 
page, please forward those requests the Board office. 

 
When is a CEG Required by Statute? 

uestions are often addressed to the Board staff inquir-
ing about the difference in the scope of practice be-

tween a Registered Geologist (RG) and a Certified Engi-
neering Geologist (CEG).  The Oregon Revised Statute 
(ORS) is very clear in regards to what does require a CEG 
registration.  The relevant statutes read as follows: 
 

ORS 672.505 (3) "Engineering geologist" means a per-
son who applies geologic data, principles, and interpre-
tation to naturally occurring materials so that geologic 
factors affecting planning, design, construction and 
maintenance of civil engineering works are properly 
recognized and utilized.   
 

ORS 672.525 (7) No person, including a person regis-
tered as a geologist under this section, shall practice or 
offer to perform any activities of an engineering geolo-
gist as defined in ORS 672.505 unless the person is cer-
tified as an engineering geologist under ORS 672.565. 
[1977 c.612 §3; 1995 c.32 §1; 2001 c.232 §1] 

 
A Registered Geologist working as a responsible profes-
sional geologist on civil engineering works without having 
the additional engineering geology certification of the 
Board is in violation of the registration law of the Board of 
Geologists Examiners.  For violation of the law the Board 
has the following authority: 
 

672.690 Civil penalties. (1) In addition to any other 
penalty provided by law, a person who violates any 
provision of ORS 672.515 to 672.705 or any rule 
adopted thereunder is subject to payment of a civil pen-
alty to the State Board of Geologist Examiners in an 
amount of not more than $1,000 for each offense. 

 
 
Oregon Releases ASBOG Results 

n early May, results of the national ASBOG exam were 
released to all candidates.  March 4, 2005, twenty-eight 

states administered the national ASBOG examination.  Six-
hundred twenty-eight candidates sat for the fundamental 
section of the exam, and 505 candidates sat for the practice 
section.  The national pass rate was 59.2% for the funda-
mental and 67.7% for the practice examination. 
 
The pass rate for Oregon candidates was again higher than 
the national average.  Twenty-five candidates sat for the 
fundamental test with a pass rate of 68% (8 failed), almost 
10% higher than the national average.  Twelve candidates 
sat for the practice test with a 75% pass rate (3 failed), 
about 7% higher than the national average. 
 
Congratulations to all candidates who achieved their state 
registration during this testing time (see related article). 
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Hydro Guidelines Ready 
(continued from page 1) 
Board Member Eileen Webb was charged with the devel-
opment of this document.  She cannot thank her fellow 
contributors enough for their input and hard work through 
numerous hours of meetings, e-mails, and text develop-
ment, and several rounds of edits, critiquing, and com-
ments.  Hats off to: 
 

Courtney "Corky" F. Isselhardt, RG (G0327) 
Kenneth E. Lite, Jr., RG (G0881) 
Marc A. Norton, RG (G0892) 
Douglas J. Geller, RG (G1400) 
Eileen L. Webb, RG (G1496) 
Audrey L. Eldridge, RG (G1500) 
Steven R. Bruce, RG (G1573) 

 
The Draft Review Committee also provided the necessary 
phase of critical, professional review of the initial draft.  
Many, many thanks go to: 
 

Marshall Gannett, RG (G0908) 
Rod Swanson, RG (G0952) 
Walter Burt, RG (G1402) 
Charles M. (Mike) Darling, RG (G1520) 
Tom Michalek, RG (G1840) 
Tom Pattee, RG (G1874) 

 
Although the Hydrogeology Report Guidelines are imple-
mented by neither statute nor rule, geologists and hydro-
geologists may find the HRG to be useful when preparing 
hydrogeology reports or reports that include hydrogeology 
components.  This first HRG version is anticipated to be 
the first of subsequent versions that will reflect:  

 The continuous evolution of the fields of geology and 
hydrogeology;  

 Regulatory requirement transformations; and  
 Upgrades to include additional information or im-

provements of the HRG.   
 
The Board will use the HRG as a reference when applying 
potentially applicable, practice standards to compliance file 
review.   
 
It has been a long road.  However, like many completed 
journeys, they can inspire another journey.  As such, the 
Board touched on the possibility of developing Geologic 
Report Guidelines (GRG) at the June 10, 2005, Board 
Meeting. 

 
When is CEG Required?  
(continued from page 2) 

 
(2) Civil penalties under this section shall be imposed 
as provided in ORS 183.745. 
 
672.675 Grounds for reprimand, suspension, revo-
cation or refusal to renew certificate. The State 
Board of Geologist Examiners has the power to sus-
pend, revoke or refuse to renew the certificate of regis-
tration of any registrant or reprimand any registrant 
who is found to have been involved in: 
(1) The practice of any fraud or deceit in obtaining a 
certificate of registration;  
(2) Any negligence, gross negligence, incompetence or 
misconduct in the practice of geology as a registered 
geologist; 
(3) Any felony; or 
(4) The commission of any unlawful act as set forth in 
ORS 672.505 to 672.705. [1977 c.612 §19; 1995 c.154 
§2; 2001 c.232 §3] 

 
When the Board reviews documents where registrants have 
exceeded their scope of practice, the above numbered stat-
utes can be enacted.  If you are an RG and realize that you 
are doing CEG work as outlined in statute, perhaps it is 
time for you to apply for the CEG examination and become 
legal to do such work.  OSBGE strives to work with our 
registrants to comply with the statute, as consistent with 
public protection.  Please contact OSBGE with any ques-
tions about this statute or any others. 
 
 
New Registrants Identified 

he following new registrants have been added to the 
roster of the Board of Geologist Examiners.  The 

Board congratulates all of the new registrants and wishes 
them the best as they practice here in Oregon. 
 
Jill S. Betts, T2054 Christy L. Johnson, G2063 
Carla E. Brock, G2072  Emily, L. Keene, G2027 
Bryan J. Ciecko, T2055 Jason M. Melady, G1996 
Alexandra L. Clark, G2056 Kevin E. McCarthy, T2064 
Soren K. Clark, T2057 Amy B. Parmenter, T2065 
Kathryn A. Cross, G2010 Theodore R. Ressler, G2066 
Jonathan C. Ebnet, T2058 Ted R. Turner, G2067 
Jason D. Garwood, T2089 Greg Visconty, G2068 
Wesley P. Gill, G2062  Gary L. Walvatne, G2069 
Roy D. Haggerty, G2024 Jennifer Wright, T2070 
Hiram M. Henry, T2061 Erik J. Nielsen, G2071 
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Lapsed Registrations 

he following registrants’ licenses to practice geology in 
Oregon lapsed during March, April, and May 2005.  

An active registration is required to practice in Oregon.  If 
your renewal payment was processed, please contact the 
Board office so the error can be identified and a correction 
made.  Your assistance in the process is appreciated. 
 

Baumer, Andrew Siembieda, Michael 
Elliott, Daniel Strickler, Balin 
Kuiper, Jennifer Wahl, Allan 
LaPrade, William Winkler, Michael 
Sandstrom, Gary Zimbelman, David 
Stine, Cynthia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2005 Calendar of Upcoming Events 
August 27: Annual Picnic for Current and  

   Former Board Members 
Sept. 9: Board Meeting, Salem, Oregon 

Work Session:  9:00 AM 
Board Meeting:  1:00 PM 

October 7: ASBOG Exams, Salem, Oregon 
Nov. 2-3: Council of Examiners Meeting 

Portland, Maine 
Nov. 5: ASBOG National Meeting 

Portland, Maine 
Nov. 11: Board Meeting, SOU, Ashland, Oregon 
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