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Board Votes Unanimously to Revoke Registration 

t a Special Meeting convened at the Board office on Friday, October 20, 2006, a 
unanimous vote approved a Final Order of the Board.  Members present and vot-

ing were Chris Humphrey, Al Morris, Gary Peterson, Steve Taylor and Eileen Webb.   
 
In this Final Order, the Board closed three compliance cases, CC#03-03-002, CC#03-
09-006, and CC#04-07-004 by revoking the license to practice geology of Mr. Nicho-
las Coffey, G997. 
 
The Final Order is accessible on the Board’s website at: 

http://www.oregon.gov/OSBGE/final_order_10-06.shtml
 
LIDAR Technology and Geoscientists 

Ight Detection And Ranging (LIDAR) provides very accurate and dense elevation 
data points through a combination of technologies and digital data processing.  By 

combining airborne scanning infrared laser, high-accuracy differential GPS technology, 
and sophisticated aerospace inertial navigation system, a dense array of x,y,z spatial 
data are collected over a selected area.  The infrared light pulses bounce off everything 
they encounter beneath the plane, including built structures, vegetation, and bare earth 
topography.  Knowing the altitude of the plane, measuring the time of return of the 
laser pulses, and being precisely located in space allow for determination of accurate 
elevation data at up to 12 points/meter.  The raw data require extensive processing to 
develop the specific elevation files and images.  Also, since the infrared laser pulses 
will bounce off everything in their path, data collection must occur with little or no 
clouds or precipitation.  To enhance the collection of bare earth data returns, the flights 
should also occur during “leaf off” seasons.  The primary interest for the geoscience 
community is the bare earth data and images.  By stripping off the pulses returned from 
structures and vegetation, the final returns represent the bare earth.  The last return data 
are processed and smoothed to develop digital elevation models (DEM) accurate to 
0.15 m vertically and 1.0 m horizontally.  The detail of the topography is dramatically 
enhanced compared to digital elevation models (DEM) derived from conventional to-
pographic data or even high resolution aerial photography (see figures).   

 

 

 

 

 

 10-m conventional DEM LIDAR DEM from same location 
 
(continued on page 2)
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Knight’s Notes 

he Board has taken time to celebrate in recent 
months.  During July, the annual Board picnic 

was held at the Orr Farm.  It was a beautiful and hot 
summer day with lots of tasty food.  Bill and Liz Orr 
were wonderful hosts.  Board volunteers were also 
encouraged to join us.  Remember to mark your cal-
endar and set the date (when selected) aside next year 
so that you can become acquainted with new Board 
members and reacquainted with past Board members. 
 
The Board also took time during the September 14, 
2006, Board meeting lunch to honor Gary Peterson 
for his six years of service to the Board.  Peterson has 
been instrumental in facilitating successful Joint 
Compliance Meetings with the Oregon State Board of 
Examiners for Engineering and Land Surveying in the 
past year and has represented the Board at numerous 
other venues.  He is scheduled to rotate off the Board 
on October 31, 2006.  The plaque was engraved with 
the following: 
 

In Gratitude for your six years of service  
as a member of the  

Oregon State Board of Geologist Examiners 
11/1/2000 to 10/31/2006 

 
Board Chairman, 9/14/2004 to 9/14/2006 

 
The Board expresses its collective thanks 

Your patience, your negotiating skills, and your 
first-class geologic mind served all of us well 

 
Every fall, the newsletter includes the Board’s CODE 
OF CONDUCT.  It is important that you read this and 
remember that you are the eyes and ears of the Board 
throughout the state.  Through your assistance, the 
Board has had success reining in those non-registered 
individuals illegally practicing geology.  Thank you 
for your ongoing efforts as required by the law. 
 
As ever, 
Susanna Knight 
Administrator 
 
 

 
LIDAR Technology 
(continued from page 1) 
 
For the geoscientist this means a better view of the 
real geomorphology.  Stream and river drainages are 
precise and stream profiles can easily be determined 
from the LIDAR data, landslides and floodplains are 
visible and mappable, subtle landforms such as fault 
scarps can be identified.  Certainly anywhere you use 
topographic information you would benefit from 
LIDAR data. 
 
Presently there are limited areas around the state that 
have LIDAR topography available.  DOGAMI is 
working with the USGS to collect data in the Portland 
METRO area where about 200 square miles have 
been flown.  DOGAMI is also working with the state 
and local governments to develop a consortium for 
LIDAR data collection and processing that would 
cover much of western Oregon.  The cost for the data 
drops considerably with larger areas covered at one 
time from as high as $850/mile2 to around $450/mile2 
if covering 250 mile2 or more.  For more information 
on LIDAR data contact Ian Madin,RG, 971-673-1542 
or ian.p.madin@dogami.state.or.us. 
 
 
Welcome New Registrants! 

he Board approved the following new regis-
trants at the September 14, 2006, Board  
meeting: 

Obiajulu I Nzewi G2128 
Melissa L. Pleva G2129 

 
Both met all requirements of the Board but are not yet 
registered in the state where they passed the ASBOG 
exam.  September 20, 2006, is the official registration 
date for both.  The Board wishes them both the best 
with their practice here in Oregon. 
 
 
Board Elects New Officers 

ew officers were elected during the September 
14, 2006, Board meeting.  After serving two 

years as Vice Chair, Eileen Webb, RG, was 
elected as the new Board Chair.  Gary Peterson 
served the previous two years as Chair.  Dr. 
Stephen Taylor, RG, was elected to serve as Vice 
Chair.  The one year term for Webb and Taylor 
begins immediately. 
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DIVISION 20  
CODE OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

 

809-020-0001 
Goals  

(1) A geologist shall be guided by the highest 
standards of ethics, honesty, integrity, fairness, per-
sonal honor, and professional conduct.  

(2) To the fullest extent possible, a geologist shall 
protect the public health and welfare and property in 
carrying out professional duties.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 672  
Stats. Implemented: 
His.t: GE 4-1984, f. & ef. 12-18-84  

809-020-0006  
Responsibility to Profession  

(1) A geologist shall undertake professional ser-
vice or render expert opinion only when qualified by 
training or experience in the technical areas involved.  

(2) When serving as an expert or technical wit-
ness before a court, commission, or other tribunal, a 
geologist shall express only those opinions founded 
upon adequate professional knowledge of the matters 
at issue.  

(3) A geologist shall sign and seal only profes-
sional work, including, but not limited to, maps and 
report for which the geologist has direct professional 
knowledge, and for which the geologist intends to be 
responsible for its accuracy and adequacy.  

(4) A geologist shall not take credit for work con-
ducted by others. When using the results of other ge-
ologists’ work in the performance of the practice of 
geology, a geologist shall give due credit to the other 
geologists by citation or acknowledgement. Work of 
other geologists which is proprietary, or was not in-
tended to be made generally available, shall not be 
used without the permission of the other geologist.  

(5) A geologist shall not knowingly make false 
statements or misrepresentations, or permit the publi-
cation or use of the geologist’s name or work in asso-
ciation with any fraudulent activities.  

(6) A geologist shall make full disclosure to all 
parties concerned of any conflict of interest in projects 
or properties on which the geologist performs work.  

 
(7) If a geologist has knowledge or reasonable cause 
to believe another person or geologist is in violation 
of the registration law, ORS Chapter 672, or the re-
lated administrative rules, the geologist shall present 
such information to the Oregon Board of Geologist 
Examiners, in writing.  

(8) If a geologist’s professional judgment is over-
ruled or not adhered to under circumstances where the 
geologist has reasonable cause to believe there is a 
clear and present threat to the public health or welfare 
or property, the geologist shall immediately notify the 
client/employer. If the client/employer does not take 
appropriate action within a reasonable amount of time 
under the circumstances, the geologist shall notify in 
writing the agency of local government having juris-
diction, or in the case of state/federal property the 
state/federal agency having land management respon-
sibility, and the Board of the nature of the public 
threat.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 672  
Stats. Implemented: 
Hist.: GE 4-1984, f. & ef. 12-18-84  

809-020-0011  
Responsibility to Employer  

(1) A geologist shall avoid conflict of interest 
with a client/employer and shall disclose the circum-
stances to the client/employer if a conflict is unavoid-
able.  

(2) A geologist shall not, during the time of the 
geologist’s retention or employment by a cli-
ent/employer, use information developed for, or the 
resources of, said client/employer for private gain or 
in any other manner that may conflict with the cli-
ent/employer’s interest without the knowledge and 
consent of the client/employer, except as specified in 
OAR 809-020-0006(8) Responsibility to Profession. 
In the case of a former client/employer, a geologist 
shall honor agreements with that former cli-
ent/employer with regard to proprietary information, 
except as specified by OAR 809-020-0006(8).  

(3) A geologist shall either engage or advise a cli-
ent/employer to engage other experts or specialists if  
 
 
(continued on page 4) 
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DIVISION 20  
CODE OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

(continued from page 3) 
 

 
the client/employer’s interests are best served by such 
service.  

(4) A geologist shall give due notice of with-
drawal of service from a client/employer. Due notice 
shall be either 30 days or a time mutually agreed to by 
the geologist and the client/employer, whichever is 
less. However, a geologist may withdraw from ser-
vice without due notice if:  

(a) The geologist fails to receive compensation, or 
has reasonable cause to believe that compenstion for 
services performed will not be received;  

(b) The geologist knows, or has reasonable cause 
to believe, that continued employment will result in a 
violation of this Code, ORS Chapter 672, the related 
administrative rules, or will otherwise be illegal;  

(c) The geologist knows, or has reasonable cause 
to believe, that the client/employer is involved in ille-
gal or fraudulent practices, or practices dangerous to 
the public health, and welfare and property;  

(d) The geologist knows, or has reasonable cause 
to believe, that continued employment will result in 
sickness or injury to the geologist or the geologist’s 
dependents.  

(5) A geologist shall not accept compensation 
concurrently from more than one client/employer on a 
project, unless the circumstances of payment are fully 
disclosed and agreed to by all financially interested 
parties.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 672  
Stats. Implemented: 
Hist: GE 4-1984, f. & ef. 12-18-84  

809-020-0025  
Responsibility to the Board  

(1) A geologist, when requested by the Board, 
shall respond to communications from the Board 
within 30 days of the date of receipt of mailing by 
registered or certified mail.  

(2) A geologist, when requested by the Board, 
shall present information and assistance to the Board 
in pursuing violations of laws and rules relating to the 
practice of geology in the State of Oregon. A geolo-
gist shall not dismiss from his employment, or take 
any other sanction against another geologist because 

of the other geologist’s compliance with this, or any 
other subsection, of the Code of Professional Con-
duct, ORS Chapter 672, or the related administrative 
rules.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 672  
Stats. Implemented: 
Hist: GE 3(Temp), f. & ef. 12-14-77; GE 1-1978, 
f. & ef. 3-9-78; GE 4-1984, f. & ef. 12-18-84  

809-020-0030  
Misconduct  

Violation of the Code of Professional Conduct is 
misconduct. In addition, the following specific actions 
are considered to be, but not limited to, misconduct 
for which the geologist may be disciplined:  

(1) Signing or stamping work which was not pre-
pared under the direct supervision or control of the 
geologist;  

(2) Offering or accepting gifts (other than those of 
nominal value, such as entertainment or hospitality), 
with the intent of influencing the judgment of a client, 
prospective client or government official, or the ge-
ologist in connection with a project, or employment, 
in which the geologist is to be retained or has a finan-
cial interest;  

(3) Engaging in professional conduct involving 
fraud, deceit, or violation of federal or state statute or 
rule regulating the practice of geology;  

(4) Practicing geology while the geologist’s abil-
ity to practice was impaired by alcohol or other drugs;  

(5) Engaging in false, misleading or deceptive ad-
vertising;  

(6) Making a substantial misrepresentation relat-
ing to the public practice of geology.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 672  
Stats. Implemented: 
Hist: GE 4-1984, f. & ef. 12-18-84.
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Geologist for County Planning  
Department 

he Board is seeking to include an article in each 
newsletter that shares information about a work-

ing geologist.  The following link will take you to an 
article about a geologist that specializes in landslide 
and earthquake evaluation for a County Planning De-
partment: 
 
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/mld/sanluisobispo/ 
15330366.htm 
 
The geologist works to independently check on pri-
vately-paid reports on behalf of the County in order to 
ensure the safety of the people in their houses.  It is 
important that both counties and cities here in Oregon 
are doing a similar check and balance to ensure the 
safety of our citizens. 
 
This particular geologist is registered here in Oregon.  
He hoped at one time to land a job here in Oregon, but 
now lives in New Mexico and works in southern Cali-
fornia.   
 
Please send your article to the Board staff about the 
geology work you do to help keep citizens safe. 

 
Geology Exams Administered 

he biannual administration of the geology regis-
tration exams was held Friday, October 6, 2006, 

at Chemeketa Community College in Salem.  The 
fundamental section of the ASBOG examination was 
proctored in the morning by Public Board Member Al 
Morris.  Twenty-six candidates were present.  Board 
Member Dr. Stephen Taylor, RG, proctored the after-
noon ASBOG practice section.  Eighteen candidates 
were present. 
 
Board Member Gary Peterson proctored the Engi-
neering Geology (EG) examination in the morning.  
Three candidates were present for the four-hour ex-
amination.  This is the first time the EG examination 
was administered simultaneously in both Oregon and 
Washington since the states joined together in exami-
nation ownership.  Washington registration began in 
2002; registration in Oregon began in 1978. 
 
The Council of Examiners will convene November 1 
and 2, 2006, to review the examinations.  Results 
from the exams should be back to the Board office by 
early December. 
 

 
 
  
 

T T

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
For Examination Development 

 

 

 Engineering Geologists 

 All Day 

 January 9, 2007 

 Mileage and lunch provided 
 

 
 

 
Please Contact the Board Staff at (503) 566-2837 
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Lapsed Registrations 

he following registrants’ licenses to practice geology in 
Oregon lapsed during June, July, and August 2006.  

An active registration is required to practice geology in 
Oregon.  If your renewal payment was processed, please 
contact the Board office so the error can be identified and a 
correction made to our registrant database.  Your assistance 
in the process is appreciated. 
 

Linda Barnes, G1757 8/31/2006 
Jon Bounds, G1116 6/30/2006 
Mark Dagel, G1122 6/30/2006 
Linda Drake, G1884 7/31/2006 
Gary Lass, E1577 7/31/2006 
Andrew Mork, G1815 8/31/2006 
James Struthers, E1407 6/30/2006 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2006 Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 
Nov. 1, 2: ASBOG Council of Examiners Meeting 

Utah 
Nov. 2: Cutoff date for Spring Examinations 
Nov. 4: ASBOG Annual National Meeting 

Utah 
Nov. 15, 16: Outreach to Association of Oregon Counties,  

Eugene 
Dec. 1: Quarterly Board Meeting 

WOU, Monmouth 
Mar. 2, 2007: Board-Administered Exams 

T 
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