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WVGS ACTIVITIES—SALEM 

  September  11th, Thursday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm    

  WVGS Executive Committee Meeting. 

  Room 202 at Oregon State Library 

September 13th, Saturday  

(10:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

Willamette Valley Genealogical Society will meet in 

the Oregon State Library Building for the last time, 

250 Winter St. NE. Metered, on-street parking in the 

vicinity is free on Saturdays (and the underground 

Capitol Mall Parking Structure is closed). Visitors 

are welcome at all events! Use the Winter St. en-

trance—the mall entrance is locked on Saturdays.  

Note—Name tags must be worn for security rea-

sons.  WVGS provides them for members and 

visitors on our meeting day. Please stop for yours 

in Room 103. 

Schedule of Events 

Please note the time changes! 
 

10:00am– 11:00 am  Program 
Our program will be first so that we will have 
enough time for discussion about our future! 
 
Our speaker will be Sonia Allen. Her topic will be 
“Working Artistically with Family Memorabilia”.  
Local artist Sonia Allen will share how she pre-
serves family memories beyond scrapbooks and 
photo albums. Drawing on her background in paint-
ing and printmaking, Sonia designs both 2-D and 3-
D artwork incorporating personal story-telling ele-
ments. 
Sonia teaches private and small group art classes, 
facilitates hands-on art activities at Hallie Ford Mu-
seum of Art, and works in the schools through the 
Salem Art Association Community Arts Education 

The Oregon State Library Genealogy 

Reference Room (north end of 2nd floor hall) 

will be open to the public on Saturday,  Sep-

tember 13th from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm for  ge-

nealogical research.  A volunteer will be avail-

able for  assistance.   

Use the Winter Street entrance. 

Program. Her work can be seen at Lunaria Gallery 
in Silverton, Oregon. 
This fall she is offering two adult workshops: Herit-
age Cards and Story Boxes. More information is 
available on her website: www.SoniaAllenArt.com 

11:00 am—12:30 am  Business Meeting 
Our General Meeting will be held to conduct Society 
business. The main topic of discussion will be our 
future plans. We have lots to talk about as we plan 
our exit from the Oregon State Library and our fu-
ture. See pages 4 and 5 of this newsletter. 
 
We will need members to help in many ways and 
will be forming committees. Please plan to attend 
this extremely important meeting. 
 
It is the last time we will meet at the Oregon State 
Library and the last Saturday for you to come in to 
do research. 
No refreshments this time.  

Officers Needed for 2015 
 We need to have a full slate of nominations for  
officers for 2015 by our October meeting.  Very  
important!  Offices are President, 1st Vice-
President Program, 2nd Vice-President Member-
ship, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secre-
tary and Treasurer. 
  If you’re interested in helping out, let an officer 
know. 
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Oregon State Library 

   Call the Genealogy Volunteer at the Reference Desk 

by dialing the Volunteer phone number.  Also patrons 

can leave a message at that number and the next volun-

teer will call back.  The greeting will also be updated 

monthly with information about the upcoming meetings 

and programs. The number is (503) 378-5708. 

   This newsletter is available on the internet through 

our website at OSL in PDF format. In addition you can 

look at earlier issues as well as the current one.  Remem-

ber you can find WVGS at http://www.oregon.gov/

OSL/Pages/index.aspx, then clicking on Genealogy on 

the right side of the screen.  Also a research request form 

is there, as well as information on our DNA Project . Al-

so on the website is a complete list of publications 

available from WVGS and an order form.  

   Ancestry.com is available on all computers in the li-

brary, with 2 computers reserved specifically for genea-

logical research. 
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  Upcoming Programs– Tentative Schedule 

 

September 13-”Working Artistically With Family 

Memorabilia” Sonia Allen 

October 11th– Historic Cemetery Month  

November 8—“Creating A Legacy, Turning  

 Genealogical Research Into An Illustrated 

 Heirloom Book” Lisa Kagan 

Saturday Volunteers 

The following members have signed up to volunteer: 

 

   10 am—1 pm          1 pm—4 pm 

August 9th Glen Abernathy      Joan Kaiser 

September 13th  Susan Niggli         John Cochran 

 

WVGS Officers for 2014 

Elected Officers 

President: Elizabeth Tice 

1st Vice-President (Program): carol Wolfe  

2nd Vice-President (Membership): Suzan Rempel 

Recording Secretary: Barbara Foster 

Corresponding Secretary:  position open 

Treasurer: Joan Kaiser 

Appointed Positions 

Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth Tice 

Beaver Brief Editor: Sue Bell 

Librarians: Jim Willhite and Susie Niggli 

Periodical Librarian: Lorraine Busch  

Volunteer Coordinator: Susie Niggli 

Beginners’ Class: Joan Kaiser 

Publicity: George Cropsey 

NORPAC Label Redemption Program 

This money-making program is just to cut out the UPC 

code on FLAV-R-PAC, Santiam, and WESTPAC 

products and turn them in to WVGS.  We then (as a 

nonprofit organization) mail them in once a year and re-

ceive 5 cents per label.  Labels can be turned in at any 

Saturday WVGS meeting, mailed to WVGS, or left at 

the Reference Desk at OSL.   

Continued in column 2 Continued on page 3 

WVGS Meeting 2014 Dates 
January 11     May 10     September 13 

February 8         June 14           October 11 

March 8     July 12            November 8 

April 12     August 9     December 13  
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If you plan on going to the State Library, State         

Archives, or City Library during the week, be sure you 

have lots of quarters for parking.  Parking is metered at 

all the places and the staff does not make change. Be 

prepared! On street parking in the Capitol area is free 

on Saturdays 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT   By Suzan Rempel 

 

Membership for  August 2014 was 19 Life Mem-

bers, 69 single memberships, 9 family memberships 

(18 individuals),  and 3 Historical/Genealogical So-

cieties for a total of 109 members. 
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Willamette Valley Genealogical Society’s  

DNA Project 

WVGS has a DNA Project for both men and women.  

To join under WVGS: 

1. Go to the State Library URL at: http:// 

     oregon.gov/OSL/GRES/genealogy.shtml 

2. Click on Genealogy Research on the left. 

3. Click on WVGS DNA Project. 

4. Click on the Family Tree DNA icon in the mid-

dle of the page. 

5. Scroll to the bottom of the next page and 

complete the form. 

6. Click CONTINUE to complete the next screen. 

7. Be sure to click only once when you are done 

so you order just one set. 

You will receive a confirmation in your e-mail box 

that your order was taken.  Remember: Only men 

can order the Y-DNA test, but both men and women 

can order the mtDNA.  NEW! Discover close relatives 

and your ethnic percentages with Family Finder! Avail-

able to both males and females. 
Family Finder uses autosomal DNA (inherited from both 
the mother and father, four grandparents, eight great-
grandparents, etc.) to provide you a breakdown of your 
ethnic percentages and connect you with relatives de-
scended from any of your ancestral lines within approxi-
mately the last 5 generations. 

Questions?… 

More information on Genetic Genealogy can be found at 

the following website by linking to its various pages 

(Click LEARN on the right side of the page): 

www.familytreedna.com.  If any of you have ques-

tions regarding DNA and which tests to order, please 

e-mail Emily Aulicino at:  aulicino@hevanet.com. 

Emily is WVGS’ Project Administrator.   

The DNA Project is open to anyone, not just WVGS 

members.  You are not charged until you send in 

your test kit.  You can do the DNA testing through 

WVGS and submit it to other groups.  

 

Need some extra help in understanding DNA testing? 

See Family Tree DNA’s  Learning Center Tutorial: 

“Get the Most from Family Tree DNA's Learning Center. 

Seven sections cover beginning to expert topics in per-

sonal ancestry and genealogy.”   

https://www.familytreedna.com/learn/dna-basics/ 
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Genealogy Class 
A partnership between Willamette Valley              

Genealogical Society and Senior Center 50+ 

The Center 50+  will have a Genealogy Class, 

“Internet Sources for Genealogy”, in the Computer 

Lab at the Center 50+ in partnership with the 

Willamette Valley Genealogical Society. 

 

When: Mondays, September 8th to October 6th, 2014 

 from  10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

 

Where: Center 50+ 

             2615 Portland Rd NE 

  Salem, OR 97301  

  

Contact: Alvin Scott / 503-588-6303 /  

 ascott@cityofsalem.net 

Information on Center 50+ classes: 503-588-6303,  

 http://www.cityofsalem.net/Center50 

 

Instructors:  Creta and Bill Lenzke, WVGS members 

 and instructors at Center 50+  

 

Cost:  $30 

    Class is limited to 12 students plus 3 with their own 

laptops. Preregistration in the Computer Lab at the 

Center 50+ is required.  You must pay in advance to 

reserve a spot! No repeats for $5. Basic computer 

skills are needed. 

 

Class 1: Basics of  Genealogy Sources 

   Primary and secondary sources, importance of sourc-

ing, mistakes, types of sources and where to find them 
on the Internet: Vital Records, Censuses, Military and 

Pension Records, Land Records, Cemeteries & Obituaries, 
Maps & Gazetteers 

Class 2: Information Sources on the Web 

   Google Books, Archive.org, National Archives, Oregon 
and Washington resources, the  Oregon State Library, 

Washington Digital Archives, Native American resources, 
African  American researching 

Class 3: Information sources on the Web 
   Roots Web, US Gen Web and Family Search 

Class 4: Googling for Genealogy 

   Google basics, strategies for genealogy, books, trans-
lating, images.  

Class 5: Largest Site for a fee 
 Ancestry.com 

mailto:eyoung@cityofsalem.net
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Oregon State Library 
Reference Room Closing October 1, 2014 

 
   I think that most of you are aware that the Oregon 
State Library has been engaged in a  reorganization 
process to create efficiencies, streamline processes, 
and modernize the library. As part of our reorganiza-
tion effort I made the decision recently to discontin-
ue staffing our reference room.  
   This decision was based on discussions over the 
last eighteen months with the Board members of 
WVGS, discussions with staff, and the data on the 
cost and usage of the reference room. I have asked 
Margie Harrison, the manager of Government Infor-
mation and Library Services, to work with her staff 
to re- focus their work to their primary audience 
which is state agency staff.  
    The closure of the reference room will not reduce 
our need for staff, it will require that we repurpose 
those staff provide outreach, marketing and up-to-
date information services to state agency staff to 
assist them in their work for all Oregonians. 
   The State Library has had a long and successful 
partnership with WVGS and I understand the disap-
pointment with this decision. I understand the im-
portance of the genealogy collection and service 
that have been provided to the Salem community 
with this partnership.  Because of the value and im-
portance of the collection and the Society’s exper-
tise I believe that WVGS will be able to move for-
ward through other partnerships and funding 
sources.  
   I will do whatever I can to help facilitate the chang-
es that will be occurring. If you have questions 
please do not hesitate to contact me at 503-378-
4367 or marykay.dahlgreen@state.or.us. 

 
MaryKay Dahlgreen 

Oregon State Librarian 
503-378-4367 

marykay.dahlgreen@state.or.us 
http://oregon.gov/osl 

Editor’s Opinion 
   I have had many comments and inquiries about 
the closing. I’m going to use my position as presi-
dent to answer some of those comments, strictly my 
own comments - 
1. State Librarian MaryKay Dahlgreen did  
      confirm to me in writing that “the legislature  
      restored our full 2nd year of funding. We  
      have to pay rent until the end of the biennium    
      but the decision to not staff the room after  
      October was mine.” So yes, the   Reference    
      Room could stay open until June 30, 2015. And  
      the 2015 Legislature could address using  
      General Funds for the Reference Room. 
2.  Is there a plan afoot to close the Reference   
     Room and eventually the Library? Maybe.  
     With politicians, you never know the real reason.  
     The building may be wanted for office space and   
     definitely one senator is behind this who wants    
     money for the Oregon Historical Society. 
3. No elected official has made a comment. That   
     tells me it’s “a done deal”. We have tried  
     contacting, by letter, email and in person, our  
     representatives. Not a response! Governor  
     Kitzhaber’s name is on the masthead of the letter  
     we received, so try letting him know. Of course  
     you can’t contact him directly.  
4.  $100,000 for keeping the Reference Room open  
     is nothing compared to the millions for the Cover  
     Oregon fiasco!  
5.  The Reference Room has allowed public access  
     to the historical and genealogical materials,  
     collected over the past 100 years. It truly is sad   
     to lose that connection. The Oregon history and  
     genealogy “will fully shift to the Oregon Historical  
     Society”. They’ll probably be asked to “help out”  
     with the Reference Room and they won’t do it for    
     free. The good news will be that the materials will  
     still be available to the public. 
6. WVGS will no longer be doing genealogy  
       research for the requests that come to the  
       Library. If the staff does it, isn’t that then using  
       state money for genealogy? 
7. WVGS doesn’t have any political clout and is 
       expendable. 
 

Elizabeth Tice      

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT2949_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT2950_com_zimbra_email%22));
http://oregon.gov/osl
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Our future 
So time to move on - 
1.  In case you didn’t know—WVGS was formed in   

    1969 by local avid genealogists. In the early   
     years, the society did not have a home.  

     Members voted in 1986 to become a partner  

     with the Oregon State Library. In 1999 we  
     became a 501 (c) (3) non-profit. 

2. We have until December 31st, 2014 to move our   
materials from the Library. We have decisions to 

make and need to explore our options. Is there a 

place we can move to that we can afford?  
3. The most common suggestion I get is “what about 

Willamette Heritage?”. They have not been interest-
ed. Around Oregon, larger organizations are able to 

have their own space. Otherwise many genealogy 
societies are associated with their county historical 

society or museum. One is in the county courthouse. 

Many don’t have a permanent location. 
4. We have about 4,400 books that belong to us   

     (thanks to Jim Willhite for keeping our list over  
     the years!). We have equipment also, computer,  

     filing cabinets, microfilm and reader, scanner,  

     CDs, periodicals. We’ll need space. 
5. We are looking into places to meet for the  

     remainder of 2014. The Broadway Commons has  
     been suggested, but costs $115 for each meeting. A  

     room at Salem Public Library would be $30 for three  

     hours, plus $25 if we needed the projector for a  
     program. Do you have any suggestions for a free  

     place, available on Saturdays from 10 am to 1 pm,  
     accessible, parking, 30 people? Or is Salem Public  

      Library OK? 
6. We will have a mail-in vote when we have some    

     options about what to do. 

7. Our new website is not finished, but content has   
     been moved from the Oregon State Library  

     page. Our officer who was working on getting  
     the website up, Bonita Anderson,  has moved to  

     Washington and resigned. Luckily, member Ann  

     Hill volunteered her husband Dennis (and he  
     agreed) to maintain the page. It is at  

     www.wvgsor.org—remember it’s just been  
     moved, not finished. 

8. We will need ideas and help. If you can’t attend      
     the September meeting on the 13th, but still are  

     willing to help, please let an officer know. 

How can members help? 

   We will need all local members to help out 
if you wish our society to continue to exist. 

So far we have talked about forming commit-
tees - 
1. Financial - 

     We need to evaluate our current funds 
 and have an Income/Expense Report. 

     Explore funding sources, such as  
 fundraising or grants. 
     Look at how long we can survive if we 

 have to rent a space. 
     What ways can we advertise, get  

 publicity? 
     Do we need to raise dues? Can we save 
 money by emailing the newsletter  

 instead of mailing? What about Beaver 
 Briefs? 

     Anything else having to do with our  
 financial situation. 

2. Strategic planning - 
     What is our mission? 
     Do we want to be a society with a  

 physical location or can we provide 
 services other ways? 

     What types of services? Exchanges? 
     We will need to have a constitution  
   revision and look at services and  

 committees.  
     Plan two tracks—possibly selling books 

 and not have a location, the other with 
 a location. 
3. Moving— 

     Work with OSL on sorting our materials 
 from OSL. 

     Can our books be switched to another 
 catalog if the opportunity came up? 
    Boxes and teams of boxing, labeling, all 

 the logistics and procedures involved in 
 vacating the Library. 

 
And anything else members might think of!! 
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The latest issue of Beaver Briefs, Vol. 46,  No. 3 
is ready for viewing and printing. It is a pdf docu-
ment so if you do not have the reader, you will have 
to download that first.  
  

To access Beaver Briefs: 

 Go to the WVGS website: htt://oregon.gov/OSL/ 

 On the right side under “Services for…   ” is        

 Genealogy. Click on Genealogy. 

 Under Willamette Valley Genealogy Society at 

 the bottom of the page is Beaver Briefs. 

 Under Beaver Briefs is Beaver Briefs Login.  

 Click on Beaver Briefs Login.  

 Enter your password in the box and click  

 on Submit. 
  

If you are unsure of your password, contact   
me, Liz Tice, at eliztice@comcast.net 
Only renewals who have paid $6.50 for postage 
for 2014 will receive this issue in the mail. All 
members and exchange societies and libraries 
can access our publications online.  
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August Program 
  Our speaker for August was Ray Zweigart, who also 
joined the Society at the meeting. Ray talked about 
how he did his genealogy project. He began his talk 
with talking about how he started—pre-publication, 
research, and a vision. What is your motivation? 
Who has ownership? 
   Ray’s next step was determining the content, for-
mat and target audience. How are you going to pre-
sent the data, tell the family story, do you want to 
include photos. You also have to find a publisher– 
local or online. Consider cost and profit, hard or soft 
cover. Then there’s the software and the layout. 
And don’t forget to edit and review.  
  Ray had an excellent presentation, going over all 
the steps he had to consider for publishing a geneal-
ogy book. Ray has generously posted his presenta-
tion on the WVGS page on the Oregon State Library 
page. 
   To see his presentation go to 
www.oregon.gov/OSL/GRES/pages/genealogy 
Click on Monthly Meeting Information and you will 
see “Publishing Your Genealogy Information—A 
Different Approach”. 

 
YARD SALE MAKES $387.25 FOR WVGS 

   A big shout-out is due to the yard sale volunteers. 
It was hard work, moving items, being in the heat, 
and staying long hours. It was also fun! 
   Give a thank you to Liz Tice, Charlien Tice, Trina 
Brown and Family, Ann Hill, Antoinette Lawson, Sue 
Bell, and Jim Johnson when you have a chance. 
They all worked hard for our Society! 
     Carol Wolfe 
 
(Thanks to Carol also for her suggestion to have the 
sale, her hard work and for providing the yard-Liz) 
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FamilyHistoryExpos.com 

Question: 
    An ancestor lived in early Virginia which was sub-
sequently divided into other counties and state. As-
suming that person lived in the same home but the 
land was annexed to another state. Their birth 
would be, legally I assume, would be in that city, 
county state at the time. A few years later, the 
same piece of land ended up in an neighboring 
state. The census taker comes along and asks about 
place of birth of parents.  
    If a parent answered the door, did they typically 
state the actual place of birth as it was known at 
the time or did they normally state what that place 
became? 
 
Answer: 
  Your response to your own question is essentially 
correct. When the U.S. Census was taken, most of 
the time, whoever answered the door was asked 
the questions and may or may not have known the 
true details. But your question brings up a basic rule 
of genealogy: places are reported as they exist-
ed at the time the event occurred. The reason 
for this rule is simple, genealogical records are most 
frequently accumulated geographically. So, the loca-
tion of any event in an ancestor’s life will determine, 
to a large extent, where the records will be found. 
   There are exceptions, for example, local and 
county records could have been accumulated in a 
central repository, such as the State Archives. But 
recording information about your ancestors using 
present-day locations, may cause considerable con-
fusion and result in an inability to find the original 
records. 
   In the above case, it is also important to note that 
people have a tendency to answer a question about 
their origin by reference to a place where they are 
“from” and not necessarily where they were born. 
Sometimes people say they are from a large city 
when the smaller suburban city is unknown. It is 
also common, even in the U.S. Census for people to 
provide inaccurate information. 

Spotlight: Cemetery Databases: Minnesota 
by Valerie Beaudrault  
 
Maple Grove Cemetery, Kasson, Minnesota  
http://www.cityofkasson.com/ 
The city of Kasson is in Dodge County in southeast-
ern Minnesota, just west of the city of Rochester. 
Kasson has made a burial database for Maple Grove 
Cemetery available on its website. Click the City 
Departments link and choose Maple Grove Ceme-
tery for a burial listing of approximately 2,500 rec-
ords, and a cemetery map, both in PDF format. 
The fields in the database are name, location of 
plot, level, date of burial, type of burial, type of 
casket/vault, sexton, and death certificate num-
ber. Estimated date of burial is indicated by an X. 
 
Roselawn Cemetery, Roseville, Minnesota  
http://www.roselawncemetery.com/ 
The city of Roseville is located in Ramsey County, 
Minnesota, in the Twin Cities area, just north of 
Saint Paul. The Roselawn Cemetery has made a 
burial database available on its website. Click the 
burial records icon to open the database homep-
age, and the Search Online link to search by name. 
The data fields in the search results are last and 
first name of the deceased, owner's last and first 
name, grave location (section, block, lot, and 
space), birth date, death date, gender, and age.  
 
Union Cemetery, Maplewood, Minnesota  
http://unioncemeterymn.org/ 
The city of Maplewood is located in Ramsey Coun-
ty, Minnesota,  just north of Saint Paul. Maple-
wood's Union Cemetery was founded in 1869. The 
Union Cemetery Association has made a burials da-
tabase available on the cemetery's website. Click 
"Burial Search" and then "Search for burials" for a 
map of the cemetery and a searchable database. 
Enter a last name in the search box. If there are 
more than 50 individuals by that surname, you will 
be asked to provide a given name. The data fields 
in the search results are last and first name of the 
deceased, grave location (block, lot, and space), 
sex, date of birth, date of death, age, and place of 
death.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001N6pNZw2z3xqd9psDlToDENQJsVtCZCzIfEVTiMSavSo0si3lJ5whWQC9TaeEajXWdyHvcbVL1vTIicY_e4Arr8Hv30FZjMquEOfBiUS8uacr8FnkRTxBfxhffZItcRpTkxtRZqdWIpmrzj2Q-E-PD-BO9Iay_B6s7qV2hMUieO8=&c=BlEcON1t6R4Wfm0NOmTWKP5T4ZRifEQ6ZsaX0vBYrUJbtBWnh6a81
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001N6pNZw2z3xqd9psDlToDENQJsVtCZCzIfEVTiMSavSo0si3lJ5whWQC9TaeEajXWeH-hU6C-0TXJa8Gd4yS6ZDEkRGTu_Td2krgPxd1pWtJDRFVF_EC4csrF_2n0Wr3uDweTx74qEKVNYDB6wiTYQxkzM8Fxzmc70jAKZT2sYzred75K5-L-Hw==&c=BlEcON1t6R4Wfm0NOmTWKP5T4ZRifEQ6ZsaX0vBYr
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001N6pNZw2z3xqd9psDlToDENQJsVtCZCzIfEVTiMSavSo0si3lJ5whWQC9TaeEajXWcXDO6cctu1KMlCPvuZLBa1UgelaS53AUbr1yyq_-A-CKST2Adf6E5Zr1OmG7ajZAIuIg5XkaOZzGKMC0DotvNiqE7OuRTIeeC9pJucC8rfM=&c=BlEcON1t6R4Wfm0NOmTWKP5T4ZRifEQ6ZsaX0vBYrUJbtBWnh6a81
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Tennessee State Library and Archives 
Family Bible Records 

 
Before the 20th century, Tennessee and many 
other states did not keep comprehensive rec-
ords of births, marriages, and deaths. Families 
recorded their own vital records in family Bi-
bles that were passed down through genera-
tions. The Tennessee State Library and Ar-
chives holds hundreds of family Bible records 
in several formats and within many collec-
tions.  
The Bible records featured here were taken 
from photocopies in TSLA’s vertical files; addi-
tional records will be added as they are donat-
ed or discovered in manuscripts collections. 
The bulk of the records in this collection date 
between the late 18th and early 20th century. 
Many prominent Tennessee families are repre-
sented here; some records even include the 
names of families’ slaves. 

http://tnsos.net/TSLA/Bibleproject/ 

Tennessee State Library and Archives 
Tennessee Virtual Archives 

http://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/ 
 
Welcome to the Tennessee Virtual Archive 
(TeVA), a program of the State Library and Ar-
chives (TSLA) to create a digital repository of 
Tennessee history and culture. Our mission is 
to bring electronic versions of the state's rich 
collections to a wider audience. TeVA provides 
a searchable array of historical records, photo-
graphs, documents, maps, postcards, film, au-
dio and other original materials of enduring 
value. 
Items within TeVA are only selections from 
manuscript and photograph collections at the 
Tennessee State Library and Archives. Note: 
TSLA does allow for the downloading and print-
ing of low resolution copies of the images 
found in TeVA for educational purposes only. 

Missouri Digital Heritage 
 

More than 9 million records can be accessed through Missouri 
Digital Heritage, including the collections of the Missouri State 
Archives, the Missouri State Library and other institutions 
from across the state. 

http://www.missouridigitalheritage.com/ 
Land Patents 1831-1969 
The Land Patents database contains over 35,500 transcribed 
patents containing information from the state-issued land 
patents which can be useful in placing an individual in a spe-
cific location at a specific time. The information contained in 
the land patent database includes name of purchaser, county, 
date of purchase, legal land description, and microfilm loca-
tion for copy of full entry (reel number, volume and page num-
ber). 
 
Missouri Death Certificates, 1910 – 1963 
Death certificates contain valuable information for family his-
torians and researchers. The Missouri Death Certificate Data-
base, containing death records created after 1910 and over 50 
years old, makes that information available online through a 
searchable index that links to a digitized image of the original 
death certificate. The index can be searched by first name and 
last name, county, and by year and month.  Once a name is 
selected, a digitized image of the original certificate can be 
retrieved. 
 
Missouri Birth and Death Records Database, Pre-1910 
The database currently contains over 185,000 records from 87 
counties. Information found in this database includes:  
Births and Stillbirths: name of child, date and place of birth, 
sex, and race; nationality, residence, and ages of parents, oc-
cupation and full name of father, maiden name of mother, 
name and address of medical or other attendant making re-
turn; in case of stillbirth, name of undertaker and place of bur-
ial.  
Deaths: date of report, name, sex, color, age, occupation, mar-
ital status, nationality, birthplace; date, place, and cause of 
death; date and place of burial, addresses of undertaker, phy-
sician returning certificate. 



 

 

Mailing Address: 
Willamette Valley Genealogical Society 

P. O. Box 2083 
Salem, OR 97308-2083 

Email: willvgs@yahoo.com 
For more information: 

WVGS Web Site Address: 
http://oregon.gove/OSL/GRES/genealogy.shtml 

Membership Application 

 Members will receive a monthly newsletter informing them of programs, activities, and genealogical news. 

 Members receive online access to Beaver Briefs, a quarterly bulletin featuring Marion County genealogy            

and history. 
 Members benefit from research assistance, monthly programs, and access to WVGS’s books, periodicals and CDs. 

 Help for beginners at the Beginner’s classes.  

 

WVGS MEMBERSHIP FORM    Please  if this is a NEW or RENEWAL membership 
 

Name _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Address____________________________________________________________________ 

 
City ____________________________  State _________________  Zip _______________ 

 
Phone ______________________  email: ___________________________________  

The Willamette Valley Genealogical Society  was      
organized in December 1968, to create and foster the 
study of family history, to aid in the publication of local his-
tory, and to aid in the establishment of materials in local 
genealogical library collections.  It is an Oregon Non-Profit 
corporation, and was determined by IRS to be a 501 (c) (3) 
organization. Your donations may be federal tax-
deductible.  

 

 See our website for information on Life Member-

ship or pick up a Life Membership form from an 

officer. 

 Pro-rated Amounts for new members who join  

after March 31st: 
       SINGLE    FAMILY  

        Apr-Jun: $18.75       Apr-Jun: $22.50 

        Jul-Sept: $12.50   Jul-Sept: $15.00 

        Oct-Dec: $6.25  Oct-Dec: $7.50 

        Amount enclosed - 
 
$    ____________ for Annual Dues ($25 individual or $30 family membership), includes Beaver Briefs on-line 
    
$    ____________  for  postage to receive copies of Beaver Briefs in the mail ($6.50)  
 
$   ____________  for one-time payment for Life Membership   Under age 70 ($250)  Age 70 or Over ($200) 
 
$  _____________ other (please identify)  ________________________________________ 
     
$ ___________________TOTAL ENCLOSED 

 Additional Donations 
 

  Patron $100 
 Sustainer $250 
 Benefactor $500 
 Corporate/Trust $1,000 

 

 

SIGNATURE ___________________________________________________________________Date ______________________ 
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   NAME-ADDRESS-PHONE           SUN         MON        TUES       WED        THURS      FRI           SAT 
 
Woodburn LDS Family History Center                                                                   
1000 Country Club Rd. [back– ring bell]    CLOSED                   9 am—         CLOSED        5 pm -              CLOSED         12 pm-
Woodburn, OR 97071 / 503-981-4731                1 pm                           9 pm                                       5 pm 
Salem East LDS Family History Center                                                                                                                                                      

862  45th Ave NE                          CLOSED                     9 am—      2 pm—        CLOSED      9 am—         CLOSED 

Salem, OR 97301 / 503-371-0453                           4 pm          9 pm                                2 pm            
             

Salem LDS Family History Center                     4pm—  CLOSED        9am—             By                 9 am—       CLOSED      9 am-                                                               
4550 Lone Oak Rd SE                              7pm                                  9pm           Apptmt             9pm                                 12 noon 
Salem, OR 97302 / 503-378-0383 ext 7              
Oregon State Library                                                                                  

250 Winter St NE            CLOSED                               Genealogy/Reference Room, 2nd Floor            Sep 13th 

Salem, OR 97301-3950 / 503-378-5013    10 am—5 pm (CLOSED State Holidays)                     ONLY 

                             10 am—4 pm  
Oregon State Archives                                    
800 Summer St NE                                       CLOSED       8 am—12 am and 1 pm—4:45 pm                                      CLOSED 
Salem, OR 97310 / 503-373-0701                                                                 (CLOSED  State Holidays) 
Salem  Public Library              Open  

585 Liberty St SE           1 pm– 5 pm  CLOSED                       10 am—9 pm                              10 am—6 pm 
Salem, OR 97301 / 503-588-6052                   Sept-May                                                       (CLOSED  City Holidays)    
 
Marion County Historical Society  

1313 Mill St SE           CLOSED        CLOSED                                       12  pm—4 pm             By appt. 
Salem, OR 97301 / 503-364-2128 
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