Outstanding Ready to Read Grant Projects for 2011-2012

Each year the State Library recognizes outstanding Ready to Read Grant projects that have been
particularly effective in achieving the goals of the grant program. The criteria for an outstanding Ready
to Read Grant project are: adhere to the original intent of the Ready to Read Grant, promote

partnerships both in and out of the library, are replicable in other libraries, enhance current library
services, or focus on one or more of the three best practices.
Best Practice Libraries are those that implement all three library youth services best practices.

Arlington Public Library: $1,000 state funds, $950 library funds, and $1,265 other funds.
Storytimes in the library and at a local preschool resulted in increased library usage by
families and more parents reported that they read daily with their children. Staff observed
an increase in regular library visits, children and teens checked out increasingly challenging
reading material, and more parents participated with their children during the summer

reading program. Best Practice Library.

Seaside Public Library:
$1,000 state funds and
$250 library funds.
Partnered with the school
district to reestablish a
Summer Reading
Academy for students
reading below grade level
as outlined by the
Campaign for Grade Level
Reading. Many
participants had never
been to the library and
got library cards for the
first time.

Elgin Public Library:
$1,000 state funds, $71
library funds, and $573
other funds. Made
significant changes to
their summer reading
program which resulted in
41% of children and teens
reaching their reading
goal and more consistent
weekly program
attendance. This was the
greatest impact their
library has had on getting
children and teens to read

Best Practice Library.

Independence Public Library: $1,019 state funds, $200
library funds, and $1,934 other funds. Provided
Spanish-English bilingual materials, staff, and resources
to engage more Spanish speaking youth in summer
reading programs. Reached their goal to increase
participation of Spanish speakers by 10%. Participation
overall increased by over 10% and staff observed more
families participating as a group. Best Practice Library.

during the summer in over
10 vyears.

Lebanon Public Library: $2,049 state funds, $2,293
library funds, and $725 other funds. Hosted two baby
shower early literacy events, presented monthly
storytimes at Head Start, developed early literacy
handouts to encourage parents to extend storytime
activities at home. Presented multi-age family
storytimes during the summer. Children and teens
increased the number of minutes they read during the
summer. Best Practice Library.
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