


CONTENT

R R R . S, . i s T R L. b ot PR
e e E U RN 8 RS AN e S AN | S e e )
G el e TS T R S0 S T et - S W R e 0 5
L TR T e o O . KRR e o Ny,
Al s g e e S W lets 1, | ~ Liggt s Uy
Oregon State Marine Board AWaArds.........ccoeeiiiiiiieiiiiiieeie e ee e eee s e e eeasnnnans
O D e TR T e RENRE P e ioe roeRC S By | Sy S O Sy N
U R R R e T R P TO R A T e, . Nl R R - 1 N6

B e e T e o .. i e i Ton e e ool O W O

U (65 BN (68}

=
O | |00

6 IS 1=
W N |-

On the cover:

A Fish and Wildlife Sergeant installing a
trail camera in the Phillip W. Schneider
Wildlife Area winter range closure area.
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East Region Shop with a Cop Events
A Baker City Fish and Wildlife Sergeant and Trooper,
as well as members of the Patrol Division and Criminal
Division, participated in the Shop with a Cop Event in
Baker City. Officers with the Baker City Police Department

and the Baker County Sheriff’s Office assisted as well.
Twenty-five kids in total participated in the event.

The east region Fish and Wildlife Lieutenant and a La Pine
Trooper also assisted with the annual Shop with a Cop
event in Redmond. The event, as always, was a great time
for local city, county, and state law enforcement agencies,
and most importantly, the youth involved.

Klamath Falls Trooper Visits School

A Klamath Falls Fish and Wildlife Trooper spoke to a local
2nd grade class about working for law enforcement and
being a Fish and Wildlife Trooper. The class got to check
out his patrol truck, some animal parts, and some of the
equipment utilized by OSP F&W.

Troopers Present at OHA Meeting - McMinnville

McMinnville Fish and Wildlife Troopers presented as the
guest speakers for the Yamhill County Chapter of Oregon
Hunters Association (OHA). The Troopers summarized
enforcement activities throughout the past year. Many
questions were fielded regarding local hunts, regulations,
and various enforcement issues. Approximately 15 people
were in attendance.

Sergeant and Trooper Attend OHA Horn Night

A Central Point Fish and Wildlife Sergeant and Grants Pass
Trooper attended the Josephine County OHA Dinner and
Meeting. About 20 people were in attendance for the annual
“Horn Night” with four successful deer hunters willing to
show off this season’s take.

The Dalles Meat Donation

A Fish and Wildlife Sergeant and Trooper made a large
donation of deer and elk meat to the Salvation Army in
The Dalles. This donation came at a critical time for the
donation center as funding was down and their sources of
protein to hand out to families for meals was very low.

Multiple Agencies Assist with Toy Drive

A Hermiston Fish and Wildlife Trooper volunteered
delivering gifts to multiple children’s hospitals, Ronald
McDonald Houses, and various charities throughout
Oregon and Washington for the 5th annual Jasmine Strong
Toy Drive. The toy drive is led by Detective Ellwood with
Umatilla County Sheriff’s Office (UCSO) and his daughter
Jasmine, who is a cancer survivor. UCSO, Walmart,
Washington State Police, Yakima County Sheriff’s Office
(WA), Richland Police Department (WA), Lacey Police
Department (WA), and multiple additional agencies
participated in the two-week endeavor collecting, sorting
and delivering nearly 1000 boxes filled with gifts and over
40 bikes.



GENERAL LAW & RESCUES

Great Horned Owl Rescued from Fence

A Fish and Wildlife Sergeant from The Dalles responded to
a call from a local landowner who located a great horned
owl caught in his barbed wire fence. The owl was carefully
removed from the fence by the Sergeant and transported
to Rowena Wildlife Clinic due to its injuries. The clinic
reported that the prognosis was positive and was hopeful the
owl would be able to be released to the wild after healing.

Wanted Man Refused to Exit Rogue River

Central Point and Grants Pass Fish and Wildlife Troopers
were requested to launch a jet boat in Gold Hill at the Sports
Park to assist with the arrest of a man in the Rogue River.
Jackson County Deputies had a subject with warrants
refusing to exit the river. Jackson County Marine Deputies,
Fire Rescue, and OSP Fish and Wildlife responded with jet
boats and were able to assist. Due to recent heavy rains the
Rogue River was rising, cold, and full of debris. The subject
was taken into custody without incident.

Trooper Helps Travelers During Winter Storm

A Burns Fish and Wildlife Trooper responded to a vehicle
slide off on US-78 near milepost 58 during a snowstorm in
the Steens area. Upon arrival the Trooper was able to call
a tow truck for the occupants. While on scene, the Trooper
went up the hill for better radio coverage and came upon a
stalled commercial motor vehicle (CMV) sideways blocking
all lanes of travel. There were also several other stalled
vehicles because of the icy roads. The Trooper was able to
help several vehicles get turned around and on their way.
ODOT and another Fish and Wildlife Trooper arrived on
scene later to assist with the snow-covered pass and stalled
motorist.

Abandoned Dogs Rescued - Multnomah County

A Portland Fish and Wildlife Trooper was patrolling in
rural Multnomah County when he encountered three pit
bulls running in the roadway. One adult mother and two
puppies. The dogs did not have collars and it appeared
they were abandoned. The Trooper was able to get the two
puppies into the bed of his truck but the mother kept her
distance. Multnomah County Animal Services arrived with
treats and all dogs were captured.

Driver Arrested for DUII and Firearm Charge

A Baker City Fish and Wildlife Trooper contacted a
suspicious vehicle parked along SR-245, near SR-7.
Multiple signs of impairment were observed, and the driver
refused standard field sobriety tests (SFSTs). The driver was
arrested for Driving Under the Influence of Intoxicants
(DUII), transported to the jail, and provided a breath sample
showing a blood alcohol content (BAC) of 0.29%. A search
of the vehicle yielded the seizure of a concealed handgun.
The driver was cited and released for DUII: Alcohol and
Unlawful Possession of Firearm.
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OSP and ODFW Rescue Tangled Elk Calf

A Springfield Fish and Wildlife Sergeant responded to
an elk calf stuck in a fence. When he arrived, he saw
the elk’s front legs were tangled in the barbed wire fence
and the property owner had covered the elk’s face with a
blanket, so the elk was no longer struggling. He relayed
the information to the Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife (ODFW) and they responded. The ODFW
employee cleaned the elk’s wounds, and the property
owner gave permission to cut the fence. The Sergeant
and the ODFW employee worked together to restrain
the elk and the fence was cut. The elk was freed and ran
into the field. A Fish and Wildlife Trooper arrived on
scene and ensured the elk did not try to jump another
fence. The elk calf ran into the timber in the direction
the elk herd had gone.
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Drunk Driver Flees from Traffic Stop

A Salem Fish and Wildlife Trooper overheard dispatch
airing an active disturbance at Silver Falls State Park
involving two subjects who were highly intoxicated. The two
subjects were contacted by a State Park Ranger when one
of the subjects became highly aggressive with the Ranger.
The Trooper was the in the area investigating an elk case
and was the closest Trooper to the area. While en route the
Ranger reported the subject had left the area. The suspect
vehicle drove past the Trooper who followed, observing
their driving. Numerous moving violations were observed
and the vehicle almost left the roadway at one point. The
Trooper initiated a traffic stop and the vehicle slowed and
signaled before failing to yield and eluding. The Trooper
disengaged and stopped while observing the vehicle turn
into a residential driveway within sight. The Trooper then
observed a female driver and male passenger getting out of
the vehicle from the entrance to the driveway. A Salem Patrol
Trooper arrived and the two subjects were contacted. The
driver showed signs of impairment and refused standard
field sobriety tests (SFSTs). The driver admitted to seeing
the Trooper’s emergency lights and stated she believed they
were “Christmas lights” before realizing they were in fact,
police lights. The driver was arrested for Driving Under the
Influence of Intoxicants (DUII) and an analysis of breath
showed a blood alcohol content (BAC) of 0.26%. The
vehicle was towed from the scene and the driver was lodged
at the Marion County Jail on DUIIL: Alcohol and Fleeing
or Attempting to Elude Motor Vehicle.

Subjects Located with Stolen RV

A La Pine Fish and Wildlife Trooper assisted Bend Police
Department and Deschutes County Sheriff’s Office
personnel with locating two wanted subjects that were
associated with a stolen truck and trailer located near Fall
River. The subjects were located in Sunriver and taken
into custody on multiple active warrants and charges of
Unauthorized Use of a Motor Vehicle (UUMY) and Theft
of RV.

Trooper Clears Tree Blocking Road

A Roseburg Fish and Wildlife Trooper was headed out to
check elk hunters when he came across a fir tree blocking
a main county road. The Trooper utilized his department
issued chainsaw to remove the hazard.
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Subjects Cited for Taking Deer Head

A Klamath Falls Fish and Wildlife Trooper investigated
a buck found headless in a canal. The business directly
adjacent to the canal was contacted and found to have
excellent video surveillance. The business owner located
video that showed a truck drive down the canal, three
individuals got out, with two of them walking down
the canal. Two of the subjects came back up the bank
several minutes later with the buck’s head, placing it in
the truck. A few days later the Trooper contacted the
truck owner at his residence, and a full confession was
obtained. The subject was cited for Unlawful Possession
of Game Parts and the antlers were seized. The subject's
father assisted in taking the dead head, and he was also
contacted and warned for Aiding in a Wildlife Offense.
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Buck Poached with Rifle During Archery Season

A Fish and Wildlife Trooper received information regarding
a large Mule Deer buck that had possibly been shot in the
Whitehorse Unit by a male subject with a Beatty’s Butte
unit archery tag. Troopers interviewed the witnesses and
reporting individual who came forward and turned the
case over to OSP. The male subject was located working
on a ranch in Harney County. He initially denied shooting
the buck unlawfully, but ultimately confessed to not only
shooting the trophy buck in the Whitehorse Unit, but also
shooting it with a rifle to put it down so it would not run
onto private property and die. The head/antlers, meat,
bow/arrows, and rifle were seized for evidence. The male
subject was issued criminal citations for Unlawful Take/
Possession of Buck Deer, Hunting Outside of Unit
Boundaries, and Hunting Prohibited Method.

Subject Cited for Taking Spike Elk Closed Season

A Springfield Fish and Wildlife Sergeant went to a
residence in Eugene to interview a subject after an Astoria
Fish and Wildlife Trooper advised the Sergeant the subject
had recently killed a spike elk in Clatsop County during an
antlerless elk hunt. The Trooper was able to identify the
hunter by using trail camera footage from the landowner
and the antlerless elk hunt list from the Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife’s Electronic Licensing System (ELS).
When the Sergeant arrived at the subject's house, he found
him in the process of packaging elk meat. The Sergeant
interviewed the subject and he admitted to killing the spike
elk in question in Clatsop County. He was criminally cited
for Taking Spike Elk Closed Season and the meat was
seized.
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Trophy Buck Poached at Night with Spotlight

A Klamath Falls Fish and Wildlife Trooper observed a
subject boiling out a deer skull alongside his residence. The
Trooper contacted the subject and found he was an aspiring
taxidermist doing European skull mounts. A taxidermy
check was conducted, and a large mule deer buck with
fresh meat and hide was found. The taxidermy record only
had a name on it and no tag information. A check with
the ODFW Electronic Licensing System (ELS) showed the
responsible party did not have a deer tag for 2023. The deer
was seized, and the Trooper went to the suspect’s address
and interviewed him. The subject admitted to shooting the
large buck at night with the use of a spotlight. The buck was
killed several days prior to Thanksgiving with the assistance
of a friend running a 12v spotlight out the window of his
truck. The two subjects then cut the head off the buck and
left the body to waste. The two subjects were criminally
cited for Unlawful Take Buck Deer and Hunting with the
Aid of Artificial Light.

Subject Cited for Dumping Trash Near River

An Albany Fish and Wildlife Trooper was contacted by a
local landowner and provided with a video of individuals
dumping garbage near the Luckiamute River inside the
Travel Management Area (TMA). The vehicle was located
at the at Coffin Butte Landfill and an occupant of the vehicle
admitted to the dumping. The subject was criminally cited
and released for Depositing Trash Within 100 Yards of a
‘Waterway and Violating the TMA.

Hunter Accidentally Takes Spike Elk

A Newport Fish and Wildlife Trooper received a report from
a hunter who had shot a spike elk while attempting to take
a cow. Troopers responded to the scene. At the close of the
investigation, the elk was seized, and the hunter was issued
a warning for Unlawful/Take Possession: Spike Elk. The
elk was donated to the Lincoln County Food Share.

WILDLIFE & ENVIRONMENT

Guide Cited for Hunting Crimes

A John Day Fish and Wildlife Sergeant received a complaint
from a landowner in the Ritter area of a hunting guide and
other subjects who had trespassed on their property, and
who had likely shot a cow elk. The Sergeant and a Trooper
met the victim landowner at first light the following day and
conducted the investigation. Interviews were conducted as
well as scene examination. The investigation revealed that
an adult hunting guide from a local outfitter had two paying
clients who had valid Northside-Ritter private lands cow elk
tags. The guide and clients, along with the guide’s friend,
trespassed onto the victim’s property and both clients shot
at a herd of elk, killing one cow elk. A UTV was then
used to trespass onto the property and retrieve the elk. The
guide was criminally cited for Criminal Trespass II, Aid/
Counsel in Wildlife Offense (Unlawful Take Elk), and
Aid/Counsel in Wildlife Offense (Hunt in Violation of
Criminal Trespass). Based on the clients relying on the
knowledge of the guide, they were not charged. A Fish and
Wildlife Trooper from Ontario assisted in the case, seized
the cow elk and transferred it to the John Day Trooper for
donation to the Grant County Food Bank.

Unlawful Take of Bobcat - Hood Unit

A Fish and Wildlife Trooper from The Dalles received
an anonymous tip that a subject was using traps in the
Hood Unit without having a furtaker’s license. They also
mentioned that the person may have taken a bobcat with
those traps. The Trooper checked through ODFW, and
the subject did not have a valid 2023 furtaker’s license.
Through investigation, the Trooper was able to obtain a
photo of the subject holding up a bobcat in a photo. The
Trooper contacted the subject in question the next day for
an interview. The subject admitted to trapping and killing
a bobcat without the proper licensing. He stated that there
were three traps in the set and the traps belonged to his
friend who had a valid 2023 furtaker’s license. He stated
even though he killed the bobcat, his friend put it on his
harvest card. The subject was cited for Unlawful Take of
Bobcat Without a Valid Furtaker’s License. The friend
was interviewed, and it was verified he had a valid 2023
furtaker’s license. He was cited for Loaning/Borrowing a
Bobcat Harvest Card. The bobcat was seized. The traps
were checked for the proper branding and were found to be
legal traps.




MARINE FISHERIES TEAM

Commercial Dungeness Crab Opener

The commercial Dungeness crab season opened south of
Cape Foulweather to the Oregon/CA border on December
16. Marine Fisheries Team Troopers conducted patrols
both on the water and dockside.

* A Trooper on the south coast performed two ocean
boat patrols in Curry County during the commercial
Dungeness crab opener. Compliance was high and no
enforcement actions were taken.

* During commercial crab hold inspections in Port
Orford, a Trooper cited two commercial skippers
for Failing to Maintain/Submit Commercial Crab
Logbooks for the 2022-2023 season. Both skippers
failed to turn in any logbook pages for the season.

« A Sergeant was on an ocean patrol out of Newport
and found a vessel that started pulling their gear prior
to the 9:00 am start time. The vessel was boarded and
they said they thought the start time was at 8:00 am.
The captain was instructed to pump out the hold and
all crab retained prior to the opening of the season
were returned back into the ocean. The captain was
cited for Commercial Fishing Closed Season.

Subject Exceeds Weekly Landing Limit

A Gold Beach Fish and Wildlife Trooper followed up on
a commercial sablefish overage investigation, where a
fisherman had exceeded the weekly landing limit by 2,977
Ibs. The suspect told the Trooper he didn’t know what day
the cutoff was for a “week,” so he just guessed and guessed
wrong. The subject was issued a citation for Exceeding a
Cumulative Trip Limit. The landing was seized.

Dealer Cited for Failing to Record Deadloss

A Newport Fish and Wildlife Trooper observed an offload
of commercial Dungeness crab to a wholesale fish dealer
that had a measurable amount of dead crab in the load. The
dealer was instructed the deadloss needed to be weighed
and recorded on a fish receiving ticket. The dealer said they
understood but when she inspected the fish receiving ticket
later, there was no record of the deadloss. The dealer was
cited for Failure to Accurately Complete Fish Receiving
Ticket.

Seller Fails to Complete Fish Receiving Ticket

A Gold Beach Fish and Wildlife Trooper contacted a
limited fish seller who had been selling tuna in September.
Investigation revealed the subject had not submitted any
fish tickets for the sales. The subject was educated how
to properly fill out/submit a fish ticket and was issued a
citation for Fail to Complete Fish Receiving Ticket.

Undersized Crab Found in Offload - Newport

A Newport Fish and Wildlife Trooper received a call from
a wholesale fish dealer that they had started offloading
commercial Dungeness crab from a fishing vessel and
had noticed several undersized crab. The Trooper arrived
and found more undersized crab. The Trooper, with the
assistance of a Patrol Trooper, measured the offload and
determined that there were 2.9% undersized crab in the load.
Both the deckhand and captain were cited for Unlawful
Possession of Undersized Commercial Crab.




SHELLFISH & ANGLING

Trout Seized - St. Louis Ponds

A Salem Fish and Wildlife Trooper observed anglers at St.
Louis Ponds near Gervais following a recent ODFW fish
stocking of 125 large brood stock rainbow trout. Anglers
are only allowed one trout over 20” per day. A subject was
observed catching and retaining two large trout over 25” in
length and losing another trout near the bank. The subject
was contacted as he was walking towards his vehicle with
one of the large trout in hand. The second large trout was
located in nearby vegetation and the subject stated he had
contacted his brother to come pick up the second large
trout. The subject was issued a citation for Exceeding Daily
Limit of Trout and one trout was seized as evidence.

‘Woman has Makeshift Fishing Rod but No License

An Ontario Fish and Wildlife Trooper observed a subject
actively angling on the shore of Brownlee Reservoir off
of Snake River Road. The female subject had a makeshift
fishing device which consisted of a plastic water bottle,
fishing line, a bobber, hook, and cut fish bait. A records
check revealed that she did not have a fishing license. She
was issued a violation citation for No Resident Angling
License.

Trooper Concludes Hatchery Investigation

A Newport Fish and Wildlife Trooper finished an
investigation after receiving information from ODFW
in September of suspected unlawful activity occurring
in one of their fish traps located at the Siletz River Falls.
An ODFW employee reported finding a fish measuring
board with blood and fish scales on it that they had not
used, as well as multiple fishing hooks inside of the trap.
Through investigation, it was determined that three subjects
had unlawfully entered the ODFW fish trap and taken
multiple salmon/steelhead from inside the trap. The three
subjects admitted to the offense and indicated they had
returned to the same location approximately 3-4 times on
various occasions and unlawfully angled for salmon and
steelhead in the closed area. An additional fourth subject
was found to have angled in the closed area with two of
the initial subjects. In addition to the angling case, it was
also discovered through one of the subject’s phones that he
had unlawfully taken a second buck deer during the any
legal weapon western Oregon deer season. All four subjects
were criminally cited for various offenses including: Take
Fish from a Hatchery Facility, Trespass on a Fishway,
Angling Closed Area, Take/Possession of Buck Deer,
and Exceeding Bag Limit of Game Mammal.

Subjects Exceed Daily Bag Limit of Trout

A Baker City Fish and Wildlife Sergeant contacted a
group of three subjects angling at Unity Reservoir. Two of
the subjects in the group had over their limit of trout and
were continuing to angle. Those two subjects were cited
for Exceeding the Daily Bag Limit: Trout and warned
for Continuing to Angle After Retaining the Daily Bag
Limit. Three trout were seized and donated to charity.

Crabbing Violation - Warrenton Marina

An Astoria Fish and Wildlife Trooper watched an incoming
recreational boat as it moored to a slip at the Warrenton
Marina. Several minutes prior he also noticed a vehicle
arrive and park near one of the marina ramps. He watched
as a man from the vehicle walked down the ramp to the
boat. Shortly thereafter, three men walked up to the parking
lot. One of the men carried an obviously heavy fish bag. A
consent search of the bag revealed 31 crab. The men were
confronted about only having two people on board. The
skipper then admitted he called his friend to meet him at the
dock to pick up the extra crab. He was cited for Exceeding
the Daily Bag Limit of Dungeness Crab. Seven crab were
released back into the water.
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Troopers from the East Central Team attended the
annual Oregon State Marine Board (OSMB) Banquet
held in Bend, Oregon. At the banquet, Senior Trooper
Brian Jewett received an award for “Oregon State
Marine Board Trooper of the Year” for his exceptional
efforts in marine board enforcement operations on the
John Day River. The East Central Team received an
award for “Oregon State Marine Board Program of the
Year” for the team’s enforcement efforts in boater safety,
guide and outfitters regulations and public education
and outreach.

Roseburg Senior Trooper Jason Stone was honored at the
2023 Oregon State Marine Board (OSMB) Banquet in Bend
as the OSMB Law Enforcement Instructor of the Year.
The event was attended by Senior Trooper Stone’s friends,
family and several members of the Oregon State Police Fish
and Wildlife Leadership Team.

North Plains Fish and Wildlife Trooper Ben Turner was
honored at the 2023 Oregon State Marine Board Banquet
and received an award for “Oregon State Marine Board
Trooper of the Year” for exceptional dedication regarding
boating safety and education.
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CASE DISPOSITIONS

In March of 2022, acting upon a TIP (Turn In Poachers hotline), St. Helens Fish and Wildlife Troopers surveilled anglers
moored in a boat at Scappoose Bay Marina for two days. After establishing evidence that angling crimes were being
committed, Troopers made contact and interviewed the subjects. A consent search uncovered five unlawfully retained
sturgeon. Only one subject admitted to retaining all the fish. He was cited and released For Take/Possession of Oversized
White Sturgeon: C Felony, Take/Possession of White Sturgeon x4, No Resident Angling License, and Angling
Prohibited Method-Barbed Hooks. Two other subjects were cited and released for No Resident Angling License and No
Combined Angling Tag. All the sturgeon were seized and released back into the bay. Two rods/reels and a barbed hook
were seized.

On December 13, 2023, the final defendant pleaded guilty =~ The other two defendants took earlier pleas as follows:

and was remanded to custody. The defendants received the

following: Defendant #2 pleaded guilty to No Resident Angling
License and was sentenced to:

* 10 Days Columbia County Work Crew or 80 Hours
of Community Service

Defendant #1 pleaded guilty to Take/Possession of
Oversized White Sturgeon: C Felony, Take/Possession
of White Sturgeon x4, and No Resident Angling License,

and was sentenced to: * 24 months bench probation
+ 20 days jail (taken into custody following * $750 compensatory fine to ODFW (suspended upon
proceedings) successful completion of probation)
+ 36 months formal probation * Three year angling suspension
+ $5,000 compensatory fine to ODFW

Defendant #3 pleaded guilty to No Resident Angling
License and was sentenced to:

$500 to OHA TIP Program
* Three year angling suspension - 24 months bench probation
* Forfeiture of all seized evidence - $500 compensatory fine

» Three year angling suspension
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Any tip helps and can be anonymous!
Dial *OSP (*677) on mobile devices
or call1-800-452-7888 to report poaching.
Visit ProtectOregonsWildlife.com to learn more.

OHARE“tood
B3 Coalition



https://www.protectoregonswildlife.com/?utm_source=OSP+newsletter&utm_medium=OSP+newsletter&utm_campaign=monthly+OSP+email&utm_term=fall+2023
https://www.protectoregonswildlife.com/?utm_source=OSP+newsletter&utm_medium=OSP+newsletter&utm_campaign=monthly+OSP+email&utm_term=fall+2023

Oregon State Police Fish & Wildlife Division

“Assuring compliance with the laws which protect and enhance the long-term health
and equitable utilization of Oregon’s fish, wildlife, and habitat resources.”

Interested in becoming an Oregon State Police
Fish and Wildlife Trooper?

For information, please visit our website at:
www.osptrooper.com

Questions? Please call 503-378-4474
or email osptrooper@osp.oregon.gov

Follow us on Twitter: @OSP_Fish


http://www.osptrooper.com
mailto:osptrooper%40osp.oregon.gov?subject=
https://twitter.com/osp_fish

