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“Branching”  of Baby Owl 

 

      

FEATURE STORY 
NOAA Fisheries—West Coast Region   

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Twenty-six species of sturgeon can be found in temperate waters of the 
Northern Hemisphere, two of which reside on the West Coast of North 
America: the Green Sturgeon and the White Sturgeon. 
 
The Green Sturgeon is considered endangered and was added to the 
Endangered Species list in April of 2006 after NOAA  Fisheries received a 
petition in June 2001 from several environmental organizations requesting 
that the agency list the North American green sturgeon under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA).   
 
Green sturgeon reach maturity around 15 years of age and can live to be 
70 years old. Unlike salmon, they may spawn several times during their 
long lives, returning to their natal rivers every 3-5 years. By comparing the 
DNA and movement patterns of tagged fish, researchers identified two 
genetically distinct population segments (DPS) of green sturgeon. Although these fish may look 
identical, their genetic makeup is very different. This distinction allows NOAA Fisheries and other 
agencies to manage populations more effectively and helps preserve diversity.  

Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Division 

The Field Review 

  Believed to be Great Horned 
juvenile Owl. Photo Credit: OSP 

Believed to be Great Horned juvenile Owl.    
Photo Credit: OSP File 

A F&W Senior Trooper from The 

Dalles office, responded to a call 

concerning a baby owl at a residence 

in Dufur. The owl was in the 

“branching” phase; when parents 

push the baby out of the nest to begin 

to learn to fend for themselves. A well

-meaning homeowner near the nest, 

picked up the owl and put it in a box. 

The owl was then taken to Rowena 

Wildlife Clinic where it was examined, 

fed and taken back and released near 

its nest.  

Green Sturgeon. Picture Credit: NOAA 
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Pacific NW Sturgeon  

 
Green Sturgeon populations successfully persisted throughout North America 
for two-hundred million years, but are thought to have experienced a 
precipitous decline during the past century.  
 
Harvest of adults likely resulted in direct declines in abundance, and 
destruction of spawning and rearing habitats led to reduced populations sizes 
and resilience. With regulations prohibiting harvest or take now in effect, the 
most significant threats to green sturgeon likely relate to loss and 
inaccessibility of available spawning habitat. Much of this is driven by 
competing water resource needs between humans and fish. 
 
Temporary dams, altered flows, and 
entrainment in water diversions can impede 
or inhibit both upstream spawning migrations 
of adult green sturgeon and downstream 
migrations of juveniles. Insufficient freshwater 
flow rates in spawning areas, containments, 

fisheries bycatch, poaching, invasive species, impassable barriers, and unfavorable 
water conditions are also likely to threaten the survival and recovery of this ancient 
fish. 
 
Fish that spawn in the Klamath River in Northern California and the Rogue River in 
Oregon belong to the Northern DPS (NDPS) and are listed by NOAA Fisheries as a 
Species of Concern. 
 
Wikipedia 
 
The White Sturgeon, also known as the Pacific Sturgeon, Oregon Sturgeon, 
Columbia Sturgeon among others, is the most common Sturgeon found in Oregon 
waters.  It is the largest freshwater fish in North America and is the third-largest species 
of sturgeon in the world.  This species can live to be over 100 years old. 
 
Fishery management agencies have implemented more restrictive commercial and recreational fishing regulations such 
as closed areas to protect spawning fish to help protect this magnificent creature. These fishery regulations in 
conjunction with hydrosystem management actions taken by the Corps of Engineers and restoration funding provided by 

AIS Aquatic Invasive Species 
ATV All-Terrain Vehicle 
BAC Blood Alcohol Content 
BER Boat Examination Report 
BLM Bureau of Land Management 
BUII/DUII Boating/Driving Under BUI/DUI
 Influence Intoxicants/Drugs  
Capt.  Captain 
CDFG California Department of 
 Fish and Game 
DA/DDA District Attorney/Deputy DA 
DEQ Department of  
 Environmental Quality 
DSL Department of State Lands 
DWS Driving while Suspended 
FTA/FTP Failure to Appear/Pay 

IDFG Idaho Dept. of Fish and Game  
LEO Law Enforcement Officer 
Lt. Lieutenant  
NOAA National Oceanic and 
 Atmospheric Administration 
ODF Department of Forestry 
ODFW Department of Fish and 
 Wildlife 
ODOT Department of Transportation 
OHA Oregon Hunters Association 
OPRD Parks and Recreation 
 Department 
OSMB Oregon State Marine Board 
PFD Personal Flotation Device 
Rct. Recruit 
Sergeant Sergeant 

SIU Special Investigations Unit 
Senior Senior 
SFST Standardized Field Sobriety 
 Test 
SO Sheriff’s Office 
TMA Travel Management Area 
Trooper Trooper 
UPCS Unlawful Possession of 
 Controlled Substance 
USCG U.S. Coast Guard 
USFS U.S. Forest Service 
USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
 Service 
UTL Unable to Locate 
WDFW Washington Department of 
 Fish and Wildlife 
WED Wildlife Enforcement Decoy 

White Sturgeon Released.  Photo credit:  OSP File 

White Sturgeon. Photo Credit: NOAA 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Corps_of_Engineers
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Sturgeon Fishing  

the Bonneville Power Administration will help alleviate 
the overharvest of sturgeon and destruction of sturgeon 
habitat. 
 
State and tribal fishery managers have experimented 
with spawning sturgeon artificially and raising sturgeon 
in hatcheries with the goal of releasing juvenile sturgeon 
in the upstream areas of the Columbia and Snake Rivers 
to help rebuild sturgeon populations in these areas. 
Initial results are promising.  
 
Sturgeon Fishing Activity Since Late April: 
 
Towards the end of April, the West Side and Oak Island 
gates of Sauvie Island were opened allowing access to 
the Gilbert River. For two days, F&W Troopers from St. 
Helens, Portland and McMinnville participated in a 
saturation to protect the sturgeon fishery. Below is a 
summary of activities over the weekend. It should be 
noted that sturgeon retention on the Gilbert River is 
normally prohibited. 
 
On Opening day, Troopers assisted ODFW District 
Fisheries Biologist in providing informational flyers and 
regulation reminders to 83 anglers as they entered the 
Gilbert River access points. 

 
A group of anglers were contacted early in the day and 
advised not to remove oversized sturgeon from the 
water. The same group was observed later in the day 
removing a 6 foot long sturgeon and 7 foot long sturgeon 
from the water to take photographs. Piles of trash were 
also left behind by the group. Three members of the 
group were cited for Day Use Violation- Failing to 
Pack out Garbage and the Removal of Oversized 
Sturgeon from the Waterway.  

 
Multiple individuals were observed removing oversized 
sturgeon from the waterway. The individuals were 
contacted and it was learned they were using SnapChat 
to report, but conceal their activities. The individuals were 
cited for Removal of Oversized Sturgeon from the 
Waterway.  
 
Another group of individuals were observed removing 
oversized sturgeon from the waterway. This group was 
observed throwing more than 24 beer bottles into the 
Gilbert River. The group was contacted and multiple 
warnings were issued for the Removal of Oversized 
Sturgeon from the Waterway and Failure to 
Immediately Release Sturgeon Unharmed. The 
individual observed throwing the beer bottles into the river 
was cited criminally for Littering in a Waterway.  
 
 
A Trooper observed a large group of individuals placing 
their hands in the gills of oversized sturgeon and lifting 
them out of the waterway for photographs. The Trooper 
contacted the group and issued one citation and multiple 
warnings for Removing Oversized Sturgeon from the 
Waterway. 
 
An individual was observed retaining a small sturgeon 
and attempting to conceal it in a bucket. Two F&W 
Troopers conducted a traffic stop on the individual and 
located the sturgeon. The individual claimed he retained 
the sturgeon to place in a decorative pond. The individual 
was cited for Unlawful Take/Possession of Sturgeon 
and the sturgeon was released back into the water. 
 
Overall on opening weekend, the involved Troopers 
conducted 172 angler contacts. 
 

A F&W Trooper from St. Helens responded to Scappoose 
Bay Marina after receiving information from an ODFW 
employee regarding subjects retaining a sturgeon. The 
Trooper arrived and witnessed one subject yelling at the 
ODFW fish checker, and the man continued to be 
confrontational with the Trooper during the investigation. 
After the second subject admitted to retaining the large 
sturgeon the first man was asked to leave the area. The 
sturgeon was seized and donated to the Scappoose 
Senior Center, and a citation was issued for Unlawful 
Possession of Sturgeon. The Trooper also discovered 
the first man had played a part in retaining the sturgeon. 
Further investigating showed the man had been 
harassing ODFW employees as well as other fisherman 
trying to use the boat ramp. The next day, the Trooper 
conducted surveillance at the marina and observed the 

Gilbert Ramp Sauvie Island.  Photo Credit:  ODFW 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bonneville_Power_Administration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overharvest
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Angling  

subject driving through the parking lot. Columbia County 
S.O. Deputies arrived on scene to take the man into 
custody for DWS-Misdemeanor. He was also issued a 

citation for Aiding in a Wildlife Offense.  

 

ANGLING 
 

Proper Length of Sturgeon, but Caught After Close 

of Season 
  

A F&W Trooper from The Dalles office, was leaving the 
Celilo boat ramp when he drove by a truck towing a 
boat that had just pulled out of the water.  The Trooper 
noticed sturgeon tails sticking out of the boat and 
contacted the four fishermen associated with the 
truck.  Each of the four anglers said they had caught a 
sturgeon.  The sturgeons were of proper length but the 
previous season was closed Friday.  The four sturgeon 
were seized and four violation citations were issued for 
Take/Possession of Sturgeon – Closed Season.  The 
sturgeon were donated to a food bank in The Dalles. 

 

Lack of Understanding Regulations 
 

A F&W Trooper from The Dalles 
contacted an adult male along with 
five juveniles at Laurance Lake in 
Hood River County.  Two poles 
were being used and bait was 
discovered on both.  After speaking 
with the party for quite some time, it 
became clear that they did not fully 
understand how to fish or the 

regulations and were camping for 
the holiday weekend.  A warning 

was given to the adult male for using bait.  No fish had 
been caught or retained.  

 

Verbal Altercation Leads to Jail Time 

 

A F&W Senior Trooper from the Hermiston office, 
received a report from Morrow County Sherriff’s Office 
of a subject who had verbally threatened another angler 
and purposely cut his fishing lines at Penland 
Lake.  After investigation, it was determined that the 
subject had intentionally run 
over the lines with his electric 
trolling motor and had 
threatened several others 
with bodily harm.  The Senior 
Trooper took the subject into 
custody. During the transport 

to jail, the subject continually spit saliva all over the inside 
of the cage. The subject was lodged in the Umatilla 
County Jail. The subject is being charged with Menacing 

and Criminal Mischief III. (Two counts) 

 

Fishing, Drinking and Boating Results in BUII 

 

A F&W Senior 
Trooper out of The 
Dalles office 
contacted the Camp 
Host at Laurance 
Lake.  The Camp 
Host had just arrived 
at the campground 
the day before. The 
Camp Host told the 
Senior Trooper that 
there was a 
motorhome located in 
the campground and 
that he observed a female occupant catching more than 
her limit of trout last year and was using bait.  The Senior 
Trooper ran the Motorhome plate which came back out of 
Scappoose. The Senior Trooper was unable to make 
contact, so he left and then returned at approximately 
1:50 PM.  The Senior Trooper observed a female subject 
in a rubber raft on the far side of the lake and watched 
her put on bait and catch at least one fish.  With the help 
of another fisherman, the Senior Trooper contacted the 
female subject who was now anchored.  When asked if 
she had caught anything the female said, “No bites, no 
fish.”  The Senior Trooper told her that he saw her catch 
a fish.  She then said “One bite, one fish.”  The Senior 
Trooper observed a couple of power bait containers open 
and three open cans of  beer.  The Senior Trooper asked 
the female to meet him back at her motorhome.  Once 
she arrived back in camp, he asked her for her angling 
license.  The female said she did not have one, nor was 
there a life jacket in the rubber raft. The Senior Trooper 
asked the female to perform a field sobriety test. The test 
indicated that she was under the influence of intoxicants 
and she was subsequently cited for Boating under the 
Influence of Intoxicants, No Resident Angling 
License, Angling Prohibited Method/ Bait, and no 

PFD.   

John Day River Patrol  

 

Two F&W Senior Troopers from The Dalles office 
checked over ten anglers and issued one citation for No 
Angling License in addition to giving two Marine Board 
warnings while patrolling the John Day River between 
Spray and Cottonwood. 

Regulations. Photo Credit: ODFW 

Arrested. Photo Credit: Shuttershack 

        No Alcohol/Boating.                                                                                                       
Photo Credit: www.Boatcourse.com 
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Angling Continued.. .  

 
Designated Fishing Pond: Youth Only 

 
A F&W Senior Trooper out of the Prineville office 
patrolled the Prineville Youth Trout Pond after a 
complaint of adults angling.  The Senior Trooper made 
several visits over Mother’s Day weekend and received 
two more complaints of adults angling at the pond.  There 
were 35 contacts made, most were appreciative parents 
with young children between ages of three to nine.  The 
enforcement activities consisted of six warnings for 
angling (age), one warning for exceeding, and one 

citation to a 20 year 
old Prineville resident 
for angling at the 
Youth Pond after he 
was observed 
catching and landing 
a trout.  
 

 

 
 

Recent Oregonian Falsely Applied for and in 
Possession of Resident Angling License 

 
A F&W Senior Trooper from the Oakridge office 
contacted an angler on Hills Creek Reservoir near the CT 
Bridge. During the contact he learned that the angler had 
recently moved to Oregon and had not resided in the 
state for the required six month period prior to applying 
for a resident angling license. The angler was also found 
to have purchased a resident combined angling tag which 
he was not yet entitled to. The angler was issued a 
violation citation for Possession of a Falsely Applied 
for Resident Angling License. The angler was warned 
for the Possession of a Falsely Applied for Combined 
Angling Tag. Both license documents were seized as 
evidence. 
 
 

Dip Netting Salmon 
 
A F&W Senior Trooper from the Astoria office received a 

complaint of several 
men dip netting spring 
Chinook salmon from 
Gnat Creek just before 
darkness. The next 
morning before 
daylight, the Senior 
Trooper concealed 
himself in the brush at 
the same location and 

witnessed a group of four subjects arrive in a pickup that 
matched the suspect description from the night 
before. Not long after, one man retained a Chinook that 
was hooked in the dorsal fin. One citation was issued for: 
Snagging Salmon. The salmon was donated to the local 
food bank.  

 
Showcasing Sturgeon on Social Media Leads to 

Citation 
 
A F&W Trooper from the Portland office investigated 
reports of a subject on social media with a sturgeon. 
Investigation revealed the subject caught and retained a 
52” sturgeon from a closed area of the Willamette River, 
then posted pictures and video of himself with the fish on 
Facebook. The subject was subsequently issued a 
citation for Take/Possession of Sturgeon and the 
processed meat was seized as evidence. 

 
 
 

Steelhead Caught Using Multiple Rods with Barbed 
Hooks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2015, a F&W Trooper from the St. Helens office 
contacted and cited a man for angling with barbed hooks 
and two rods for salmon on Goat Island on the Columbia 
River. Over the last several months OSP Troopers 
received numerous calls regarding the same subject, on 
Goat Island, using multiple rods and retaining unlawful 
salmon. The Trooper received a call from one reporting 
party  who stated the subject was at the island and was 
currently angling with two rods. The Trooper was able to 
quickly respond by boarding a Columbia County Sheriff’s 
Office Patrol Boat. (CCSO) A CCSO Deputy drove the 
Trooper to the location and they witnessed the suspect in 
his boat heading for the Washington shore. The CCSO 
Deputy was able to cut off the subject just as he reached 
the Washington shore. The subject followed the officers 
back out into the river and consented to a search of his 
boat. During the search, the Trooper located three large 
steelhead, none of which had been validated. The 
suspect admitted to using two rods with barbed hooks to 
catch all of the fish. The fish were seized and the subject 
was issued criminal citations for Unlawful Take of 

   Youth Pond. Photo Credit: BendBulletin.com 
Dip Netted Salmon. Photo Credit: PatrickJ.Endres AlaskaPhotoGraphics.com 

Gnat Creek. Photo Credit: ODFW 

View of Goat Island from Deer Island. Photo Credit: Yahoo 
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Angling Continued.. .  

Male with Suspension from Obtaining Hunting and 
Angling Licenses Tries to Hide Rod 

 
Two Senior F&W Troopers out of Madras and Prineville 

conducted a boat patrol on Lake 
Billy Chinook. The Troopers 
observed a male and female 
angling and after pulling to 
shore for contact, the male 
walked away putting his rod 
down, then returned without it.  
The male was discovered to 
have a lifetime suspension from 
obtaining hunting and angling 
licenses and the female did not 
have an angling license.  The 

male was cited criminally and the female was cited for 
No Angling License Violation.  They checked 15 
anglers, four boats and issued one No Anglers License 
warning in addition to one Expired Boat License warning. 

 
 

Opening Day of Fishing Season for Trout Provides 
Regulation Education for Two Fathers and Kids 

 
A F&W Sergeant from the Pendleton office was patrolling 
on the south fork of the Umatilla River the opening day of 
fishing season for trout. He contacted two fathers who 
were angling with their children for trout. They were using 
bait and the river is closed to using bait for trout. Both 
were counseled and shown the new regulation book and 
how to navigate through it. No citations were issued.  
 

 

Caught Trespassing While Angling 
 
A F&W Trooper from the 
Central Point office 
received a call from the 
security at Cascade 
Ranch advising they had 
caught several folks 
illegally bass fishing on 
their property. The 
Trooper responded and 
ultimately issued 
Trespass While Angling 
citations to both 
individuals.  They were 
warned for exceeding limit 
on bass and warned for 
no angling license.  One 
of the anglers did have a license and the other did not. 
 

Steelhead to wit: Barbed Hooks and Using More 
Than One Rod/Line. 

 
 
 

Two Individuals Hatch a Plan to Foul Hook Salmon 
below Gnat Creek Hatchery 

 
 
A F&W Senior Trooper out of the Astoria office, arrived 
below the Gnat Creek Hatchery shortly after daylight and 
observed two men angling for spring Chinook salmon. 
He watched as one man walked up the bank to speak 
with one of the O.D.F.W. hatchery workers, as the other 
man attempted to foul hook salmon just around the 
corner with a lead weight and bare treble hook.  Once 
the hatchery workers left, the companion returned and 
the angler caught and retained a salmon that was 
hooked in the side.  One citation was issued for: 
Snagging Salmon.  The salmon was seized and 
donated to the Clatsop County Food Bank. 

 

 

Lack of Halibut Tag results in Citation 

A F&W Trooper from the Tillamook office was at the 
Garibaldi Marina checking boats returning from Halibut 
fishing in the ocean.  Upon contact with one boat, it was 
found that an angler had caught and retained a Halibut 
while knowing he had left his tag at his residence in the 
valley.  The Halibut was seized and the subject was 
warned for Unlawful Take/Possession Halibut and cited 
for Fail to Immediately Validate Angling Harvest 

Card. 

 

Flies May Work Better Than Hot Dogs 
 
A F&W Senior Trooper from 
The Dalles contacted a male 
subject angling at Laurance 
Lake.  When asked how the 
fishing was, the male 
subject said he thought the 
guys with flies were doing 
better than he was.  When 
asked what he was using for 
bait, he replied “a piece of 

hot dog”.  The male subject 
said he did not have a fishing license because he lost his 
wallet with his ID.  The male subject was cited for No 
Resident Angling License and warned for using bait. 

 

Hot Dog. Photo Credit: www.Google.com 

   No Trespassing Sign. 
 Photo Credit: www.foxcarolina.com 

Fishing License.  
Photo Credit: www.blog.oregonlive.com 
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Angling/Marine Fish  

Blanco.  At Cape Blanco the sea lion was continuing to 
follow people around so the Senior Trooper and a beach 
ranger relocated it down the beach to be near another 
group of sea lions.   

 

 

OSP Marine Fisheries Team and NOAA Participate  
in Joint Patrol during Halibut Opener 

 
The Oregon State Police Marine Fisheries Team and 
NOAA law enforcement officers conducted offshore 
Guardian patrols out of Newport during the first all depth 
recreational halibut opener.  Over the two day patrol, the 
team contacted 103 recreational halibut anglers, two 
recreational salmon anglers and boarded three 
commercial salmon boats.  The team issued five citations 
for Fail to Validate Harvest Card, two citations to 
recreational salmon anglers for Angling Prohibited 
Method; Barbed Hooks for Salmon. One warning was 
issued for Unlawful Possession of Groundfish Beyond 30 
Fathoms and a Yellowtail Rockfish was seized. Five 
warnings were issued for Angling Closed Area; 
Yelloweye Rockfish Closure Area (Stonewall Banks). 

 
Yelloweye Rockfish and a Cabezon Seized and 

Donated  
 
A F&W Senior Trooper 
from the Coos Bay office, 
followed up with two 
individuals who had 
retained a Yelloweye 
rockfish and a Cabezon 
which ODFW had received 
when the anglers returned 

Young Seal. Photo Credit: OSP File  

Lengthy List of Citations Issued at Lost Lake 
 
F&W Senior Troopers from The Dalles office conducted a 
boat patrol of Lost Lake. Numerous anglers and boaters 
were checked with one citation issued for Failure to 
Attend Rod, one citation issued for Angling with two 
Rods Without a Two Rod Endorsement, one citation 
for no AIS Permit and two citations for No Angling 
License.  Several warnings were also given during the 
patrol. 
                                       
                            

                               MARINE FISH     

 
Seized Crab Pots 

 
The skipper of a commercial crabbing vessel was cited 
for Unlawfully Crabbing in the Cascade Head Marine 
Reserve.  This was the result of a complaint from 
another commercial crabber who observed the pots while 
transiting through the reserve in late January.  A F&W 
Senior Trooper from the Newport office boarded a USCG 
Helo flight and confirmed pots were actively crabbing in 
the reserve.  She was able to get the permit number off 
of the buoy and identify the vessel.  A guardian patrol 
seized the pots approximately one week later.  The 
Washington resident skipper was cited.  

 
 

 Wholesale Fish Dealer Fails to Properly Weigh 
Market Squid 

 
A F&W Sergeant contacted 
a wholesale fish dealer who 
was buying market squid.  
Previous conversations had 
been conducted with this 
dealer concerning the 
proper method to accurately 
weigh the squid.  The dealer 
was still out of compliance 

and was issued a citation for Fail to Complete Accurate 
Fish Tickets: Accurate Weights.   

 
 

Relocation of “People Friendly” Sea Lion 
 

A F&W Senior Trooper and a state park beach ranger 
relocated a young sea lion from a beach access point at 
Cape Blanco State Park.  The sea lion had been at a 
rehabilitation facility in California and was released in 
April.  The sea lion made its way to Port Orford where it 
was following people around so it was relocated to Cape 

                    Squid. Photo Credit:  
              www.newslincolncounty.com 

    Yelloweye Rockfish. Photo Credit: OSU 
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Marine Fish/Shellfish  

to Charleston from angling in the ocean.  Both 
subjects were issued citations for Take of Marine 
Fish Closed Season.  The fish were released to the 
local mission.   

 
Nighttime Surveillance Results in Citation 

 
A F&W Trooper and F&W Recruit conducted 
nighttime surveillance at the South Beach Marina in 
Newport during a recreational halibut season. The 
Troopers watched as a recreational fishing vessel 
entered the marina in the dark and tied up in a slip. 
The boat was contacted and subsequent 
investigation revealed that the anglers had retained 
five halibut. Of the five halibut retained, only two of 
the anglers had validated their tags. One male 
subject that was initially contacted told the troopers 
that he had not caught any halibut, and that he 
needed to use the restroom. After further 
investigation, the troopers discovered that the 
individual who left the dock did in fact retain a halibut. 
When the male subject returned to the dock, he 
admitted that he had retained a halibut and that he 
had just filled out his tag when he went to the 
restroom. Three subjects were cited for Fail to 
Immediately Validate a Harvest Card-Halibut. 
Numerous other boats were contacted and multiple 
warnings were given for Fail to Properly Validate a 
Harvest Card-Halibut. 

 
 

Commercial Fish Dealer Investigation 
 

A F&W Trooper and F&W Recruit from Astoria, 
received information that a Columbia River 
commercial salmon wholesale fish dealer had not 
submitted multiple days of electronic fish tickets 
within the required 24hr timeframe. The managers of 
the company were contacted and questioned 
regarding the issue. After subsequent investigation 
the business was warned for Fail to Complete 
Electronic Fish Ticket within 24hrs. 
   
 

Guide Not Truthful on Guide/Outfitter 
Registration Application 

 

A F&W Trooper and Recruit from the Astoria office 
received information from an SIU Detective regarding 
a false statement on a 2015 and 2016 guide/outfitter 
registration application. The subject had marked a 
box stating that he had never been convicted of a 
wildlife violation. However, subsequent investigation 

revealed that the guide had been convicted of barbed hook 
violation in 2014. The guide was contacted and interviewed. 
After further investigation, the guide was cited criminally for 
Making False Statements on a Guide Registration 
Application. 
 

                                    SHELLFISH 

 
 

Boat in Possession of Undersized Crab 
 

 A F&W Trooper and a F&W Recruit from the Astoria office 
conducted nighttime surveillance at the South Beach Marina 
in Newport during a recreational halibut season. The 
Troopers checked a boat as it came into the marina at 
about 9 pm, and subsequent investigation revealed that the 
subjects were in possession of six undersized Dungeness 
crab.  The crabs were seized and one of the subjects was 
cited for Unlawful Taking Undersized Dungeness Crab. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
First Time Crabbers Divulge Best Crabbing 

Spots In Addition to Forgetting to Bring Crab Gauges 
 

A F&W Trooper and F&W Recruit from the Astoria office 
watched two subjects crabbing in the Siletz River at around 
midnight, and heard the subjects talking about how many 
female crab they get at that beach, and the best spots to get 
crab.  Upon contact, one of the subjects was found to be in 
possession of two undersized crabs and the other subject 
was in possession of one undersized crab.  The subjects 
said it was their first time crabbing, and that they had 
forgotten their crab gauges.  One of the subjects did not 
have a shellfish license as well. Both subjects were cited for 
Unlawful Taking Undersized Dungeness Crab. 

                 Method of Measuring Crab. Photo Credit: ODFW 
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Shellf ish/Wildlife/Hunting  

Harvesters Harvest More than Daily Limit Allows of 
Razor Clams 

 
A F&W Trooper worked Razor Clam harvesters during a 
low tide series on Clatsop Beach.  Numerous clam 
diggers were contacted and multiple warnings were 
given. Four citations were issued for Exceed Daily Limit 
of Razor Clams, and two citations were issued for Fail to 
Retain Clams as Required. 
 

 
Multiple Diggers of Clams are issued Aiding in a 

Wildlife Violation Citations 
 
Two F&W Troopers and a F&W Recruit from the 
Tillamook office worked a case involving four subjects on 
Netarts Bay that were clamming illegally.  Upon contact, it 
was found that only one of the four subjects had a license 
and the subject was 31 Bay Clams over his limit.  It was 
also found that the other subjects had no licenses and 
had assisted the first subject in exceeding the daily bag 
limit.  One subject was cited for Exceeding Daily Bag 
Limit - Bay Clams and the remaining subjects were all 
cited for Aiding in a Wildlife Violation. 
 

 
 

Exceeding Daily Bag Limit of Clams  
 
A F&W Senior Trooper out of the Astoria office, worked 
Razor Clam diggers in Seaside.  He checked multiple 
diggers and verbally warned several for Digging Clams 
for Another and Failure to Carry Individual Container.   He 
also issued two citations, one for: Exceeding Daily Bag 
Limit of Razor Clams and one for: No Recreational 
Shellfish License. 
 
 
Sixty-one Bay Clams over Daily Limit for Clammer in 

Netarts 
 
A F&W Sergeant and F&W Trooper from the Tillamook 
office, were working clammers on Netarts Bay when the 
Sergeant noticed a subject carrying a bag full of clams 
while continuing to fill another bag.  Upon contact, it was 
found that the subject was 61 Bay Clams over her daily 

limit and had a friend nearby that was six over the daily 
limit of Bay Clams.  Both subjects were cited for 
Exceeding the Daily Bag Limit Bay Clams and the 
clams were returned to the bay. 
 
 

WILDLIFE / HUNTING 
 
 

Single Bullet Wound Found in Deceased Buck Deer 
 
A F&W Trooper from the Springfield office responded to 
a report of a deceased deer in Junction City.  Upon 
inspecting the buck deer, a single bullet wound was 
found in its neck.  There are no suspects at this time. 
This is an ongoing investigation. 
 

 
Three Blacktail Deer 
Shot During Closed 

Season 
 
A Senior Trooper with 
the Patrol Division, 
volunteered to handle 
F&W calls while the 
F&W Troopers were at 
an In-service Training 
event. The Senior 
Trooper responded to a 
report of three deer that had been shot near Coquille.  
Upon arrival, he found all three deer were gravely 
wounded and had to be put down.  The three deer were 
salvaged with the assistance of an ODFW Biologist. 
Investigation revealed that the suspect shot the animals 
because they were “feeding on his fruit trees”. The 
Senior Trooper lodged the suspect in jail for Taking 
Blacktail Deer Closed Season x3 and Recklessly 
Endangering. 

 
 

Sought After Fugitive Caught Due  
to Game Camera Footage 

 

In February of 2016, a F&W Trooper from the St. Helens 
office investigated several complaints of a deer in 
Vernonia with a fresh arrow stuck in its side. The deer 
was witnessed many times but the arrow was never 
removed. In May of 2016, a F&W Trooper from the St. 
Helens office received information from a subject 
regarding a trespasser on his property. The subject had 
trail cameras which had taken pictures of the subject 
walking around with a bow and arrows and chasing deer. 
On one of the cameras, was a picture of the same deer 

Razor Clams. Photo Credit: OSP File  

Blacktail Deer. Photo Credit: OSP File  
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Wildlife/  Hunting/OSMB  

with an arrow stuck in its side. The two Troopers 
reviewed the pictures and walked the property for further 
evidence. The subject was identified and it was 
determined that he was a wanted fugitive that local US 
Marshalls had been attempting to locate for over a year. 
Working together, F&W Troopers, A North Plains Patrol 
Sergeant and Trooper along with CCSO Deputies arrived 
where the suspect was living in a tent, near the subject’s 
property. The suspect attempted to flee the area, but was 
quickly apprehended and lodged on: Felony Warrants, 
Trespass II, Hunting without a License, Hunting 
Closed Season, Possession of Methamphetamine and 
Fail to register as a Sex Offender.  

 
 

Sow Black Bear Unknowingly with cubs Shot 
 

 
A F&W Trooper from the Tillamook office responded to a 
complaint that a subject had shot and killed a sow bear 
with cubs near Tillamook.  Investigation revealed that the 
subject was hunting bear and had his young son with him 
as part of the mentored youth program.  They located a 
black bear in a clear-cut but did not see any cubs. The 
youth shot twice and when the bear fell into a draw, they 
saw two cubs run after. The Trooper and the subject 
looked for the wounded bear until midnight, locating the 
animal alive and in a large salmon berry choked creek 
bottom.  The next day, a F&W Sergeant, Trooper and 
Recruit went back to the location with the hunter.  After a 

short search, the bear 
was found still alive, with 
the cubs nearby. ODFW 
responded to assist with 
the possible capture of 
the young cubs, but after 
multiple attempts, the 
cubs disappeared.  After 
tracking the wounded 
bear in the creek bottom, 
the bear was eventually 
dispatched and packed 
out of the clear-cut.  The 
hunter was warned for 
Aiding in a Game 
Violation due to his 
honesty in self-reporting 
the violation. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 ODFW/OSP Searching for Black Bear.                        
Photo Credit: OSP File  

No Violations Detected on Patrol Directed Towards 
Bear Hunters 

 
A F&W Sergeant from La Grande along with a F&W 
Sergeant from Baker City, conducted a patrol directed 
towards bear hunters on the Pine Creek/Snake River 
Hunt boundary. Twelve bear hunters and six ATV’s were 
checked during the patrol, no violations were detected. 

 
 
 

OREGON STATE MARINE BOARD (OSMB) 
 

 
 

Lower Deschutes River Patrol Resulting in 225 
Public Contacts & Extinguishing of Abandoned 

Bonfire 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
F&W Senior Trooper’s from Bend and the Madras office 
conducted a two day boat patrol on the Lower Deschutes 
River from Warm Springs to Harpham Flat. One subject 
was issued a citation for No Angling License. Another 
subject was issued a citation for No Lower Deschutes 
River Boaters Pass. Several warnings were also issued 
for violations of state scenic waterway regulations, no 
boaters pass, no angling license-in possession, and no 
AIS permit. Troopers tallied more than 225 public 
contacts while checking angling licenses and boaters 
permits. Trooper’s also extinguished the remains of a 
Bonfire that had not been properly put out at an 
unoccupied boat-in campsite. High winds in the area 
created a substantial risk that the fire would have spread 
to adjacent vegetation.  

   Lower Deschutes River. Photo Credit: www.blm.gov 
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OSMB/Environment  

Kayaker Falls into Columbia River, Floats Down 
Stream until Rescued by Fellow Boater 

 
A F&W Senior Trooper and Trooper from The Dalles 
office responded to Celilo boat ramp in Wasco County.  A 
subject had called 911 after falling off his kayak in the 
Columbia River. The male was able to stay on the phone 
with emergency dispatchers while officers responded 
from the Sheriff’s Office and OSP.  The man was 
eventually rescued by a citizen in a boat that happened to 
see him floating down river.  The man was brought to the 
dock and was okay. 

 
 

 
Odell Lake Patrol Focused on Boat Safety 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 F&W Senior Troopers from Springfield and Oakridge 
conducted a seven hour boat patrol on Odell Lake 
working kokanee and lake trout anglers. Boating safety 
contacts were also a priority during the patrol. During the 
boat patrol 70 anglers were checked and 22 written boat 
inspections were completed. Good angling regulation 
compliance was noted. One boating citation for No 
Boater Education Card was issued along with various 
warnings for other minor boating violations. 
 

 
 

PFD’S do no Good if Not Accessible in the Boat or 
Being Worn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A F&W Trooper from The Dalles office contacted a group 
of three fishermen who had just landed their boat at the 
boat ramp at Laurance Lake.  Fishing had been good 
with 11 trout in their possession.  After a check of 
licenses and fish, the Trooper discovered that there was 
only one life jacket on the boat.  The party involved had 
additional life jackets in their camp and apologized for 
not having them in the boat.  A warning was issued for 
Insufficient PFD’s to the operator of the boat.  
 

 
ENVIRONMENT                                      

 
 

A F&W Trooper and BLM Officer Discover Car in   
Crump Lake 

 
 
A F&W Trooper from the Lakeview office, along with the 
use of the department airplane, assisted BLM with an 
archaeological case.  Several suspicious camps and 
vehicles were observed, as well as a vehicle parked in 
the water, at Crump Lake.  The investigation into the 
vehicle is underway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                
Two Individuals Caught Cutting Down Old Growth 

Tree 

 

A F&W Senior Trooper from the Bend office was 
patrolling the Tumalo Reservoir area for ATV’s when he 
located two subjects in the process of falling a very large 
old growth ponderosa tree next to USFS 4606 Rd.  The 
subjects stated they had a firewood permit and thought 
they were legal to do so.  The Senior Trooper had the 
subjects read the regulations for the permit again, while 
pointing out the regulation clearly states falling trees over 
24 inches in diameter is forbidden.  A USFS Officer was 
contacted and responded to the location issuing both 
subject’s federal citations for cutting down the tree.                                                                                                        PFD Sign. Photo Credit: www.mysafteysign.com 

Vehicle In Crump Lake. Photo Credit: OSP File 

Oregon Boater Card. Photo Credit: www.boat-
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ATV 
 
 

Motorcyclists Disregard “Closed to Motor 
Vehicle” Signs       

 
                                                                               
Due to complaints from fly 
anglers that ATVs were 
traveling down the closed FS 
road that parallels the 
Metolius River, F&W Senior 
Troopers from Bend and 
Madras offices patrolled the 
closed road. Approximately 
three miles down the road, 
three anglers were contacted 

and one warning was issued 
for No Angling License. Approximately six miles down the 
road; two adult males riding motorcycles were stopped. 
They told the Troopers that they have been riding down 
that road for years and if the private property owners can 
use it, so can they. They admitted to seeing the closed to 
motor vehicle travel signs and walked their motorcycles 
under the USFS locked gate. Two citations were issued 
for Operating ATV in Violation of Posted Restrictions.      
                      

 
 

                GENERAL LAW 

 
 

Unlawful Excavation of Lava Tube on DSL Land 
 
A F&W Senior Trooper out of the Madras office, 
completed a Natural Resources Damage Investigation on 
State (DSL) Lands south of Redmond. The investigation 
determined that the subject in this case created a public 
nuisance or hazard when he began an unlawful 
excavation of a Lava Tube on DSL lands. The 
investigation also determined the same subject was 
responsible for cutting down several trees adjacent to the 
Lava Tube without authorization and defacing and/or 
destroying soil/rocks and or minerals during the unlawful 
excavation process. A 
subject was 
identified, cited and 
released for Criminal 
Mischief II with regards 
to the case. BLM 
(Prineville District) Law 
Enforcement assisted 
with the investigation. 
 

Amtrak Passenger’s Luggage Stolen 
 
A F&W Senior Trooper from the Bend office, assisted 
Patrol Services Division members from Bend and 
Oakridge in the search for a subject who stole a female 
passenger’s luggage, pulled the emergency stop handle 
on an Amtrak train near Crescent Lake and then fled on 
foot.  Troopers followed the subject’s footprints by 
vehicle until he took an ATV trail that was not wide 
enough for a vehicle.  The Senior Trooper then tracked 
the subject by foot, running down the trail, until he 
overtook the subject approximately ¾ of a mile from the 
road.  The subject was taken into custody without 
incident and escorted back to the road where he was 
arrested and transported to Klamath county jail by a 
Patrol Services Division Senior Trooper. 

 

 
 

Vehicle Stopped and Cited for Transportation of 
Wood Without Proper Permit 

 
A F&W Trooper out of the Lakeview office stopped a 
vehicle loaded with firewood and poles.  The subject 
admitted to not having a permit for the wood.  The 
subject was cited and released for Unlawful Transport 
of Special   Forest Products. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

INTERAGENCY COOPERATION 
 
 

 
F&W Troopers Assist USCG and Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s Office in Recovery of a Body  
 

A F&W Trooper out of the Newport office responded to 
Depoe Bay, on a report that the US Coast Guard had 
recovered a body in the water.  Upon arrival, the Trooper 
assisted the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office, who later 
identified the body as being that of a recently missing 
subject. Lava Tubes. Photo Credit: Oregon State 

Travel Management Sign. Photo 

Wood Permit Needed. Photo Credit: OSP File  
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Interagency/Public Relations  

Multi-Agency Sweep at Junior High for an Armed 
Gunman to No Avail 

 
A F&W Sergeant and Trooper out of the Klamath Falls 
office assisted additional law enforcement officers in the 
Klamath Falls area, with the call of a man with a gun at a 
local junior high. The Sergeant and Trooper were among 
the first on scene assisting with a sweep and search of 
the school.  It was later learned the suspect had left the 
area just prior to law enforcement arrival. 
 
 

F&W Troopers Assisted OSP Explosive Unit in 
Detonation of Hand Grenade 

 

A F&W Senior Trooper from the Bend office received 
information of a possible intact hand grenade found in a 
field near Bend. A Detective from the Oregon State Police 
Explosive Unit based out of Salem responded and 
detonated the devise, finding it was inert. 
 
 

Team Effort in Conducting a Sheep/Goat Survey 
along the Snake River 

 
F&W Sergeant of the La Grande office along with a 
Senior Trooper of the Enterprise office assisted ODFW 
personnel conducting a Sheep/Goat survey.  ODFW 
personnel hiked from the Hells Canyon rim to the Snake 
River were Troopers met them with supplies to finish the 
survey.  After delivering the supplies Troopers checked 
twelve boats and two guides.  No violations were 
detected.                             

    

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
 
 

F&W Trooper Investigates Dog Bite While 
attending Camp Baldwin/USFS Kids Fishing Clinic 

A F&W Senior Trooper out of The Dalles office attended 
the Camp Baldwin / USFS annual kids’s fishing 
clinic.  Approximately 100 kids and parents were in 
attendance.  While there, the Senior Trooper 
investigated a dog bite incident; a man was bitten 
severely on his arm when the temporary camp host’s 
dog got away from him.  The dog was voluntarily 
quarantined for ten days, and the dog owner assured the 
dog was up to date on its shots and would be providing 
proof of shots.  The owner was warned for Dog as a 
Public Nuisance and the incident was documented by 
report. 
 
 

Multiple Topics Presented at Outdoor School 
 

A F&W Senior Trooper from the Oakridge office, gave 
presentations to Oakridge and Lowell 6

th
 grade students 

at the annual outdoor school held at ODFW’s Willamette 
Fish Hatchery. The Senior Trooper discussed hunting 
and angling rules with the students and also talked about 
his duties as an Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife 
Division Trooper. A fish and wildlife patrol vehicle and a 
deer decoy were on display for the children to see.  
 
 

Hunter’s Safety Course Taught by F&W Senior 
Trooper 

 
A F&W Senior Trooper out of The Dalles office taught a 
Hunters Safety course in The Dalles with 15 students in 
attendance along with several parents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hells Canyon. Photo Credit: Forest Service/USDA 
Hunter Safety Card. Photo Credit: www.hunter-ed.com 
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Public Relations/Warrants/Dispositions  

Regulation Changes for the Deschutes River 
Presented at Meeting 

 

F&W Senior Troopers from The Dalles, attended the 
Deschutes Club annual meeting in Maupin.  They 
presented angling regulation changes for the Deschutes 
River and contact information to the group.  
 

Honest Citizen Assists in the Return of a Found 
Wallet and Cell Phone 

 
A F&W Senior Trooper from the Hermiston office was 
contacted by a citizen near Bull Prairie Reservoir, in 
which the citizen had found a wallet and cell phone on the 
road leading to the reservoir. With some effort and leg 
work, the wallet was returned back to the owner later that 
evening.                          
                               
            WARRANTS     

                                                                        
Subject Found Angling Near Pacific City  

and  Arrested on Warrant 
 

A F&W Trooper from the Tillamook office contacted a 
subject angling on Town Lake near Pacific City.  Upon 
contact, it was found that the subject had a Misdemeanor 
Warrant for his arrest out of Myrtle Creek Municipal Court 
charging Contempt Of Court.  The subject was taken 
into custody and lodged in the Tillamook County Jail. 
 
 

Sex Offender Registers, Leads to Outstanding 
Warrant Arrest 

 
A F&W Sergeant based out of the Portland office, 
arrested a person who had come into the Portland Office 
to update their sex offender registration after learning 
they had outstanding warrants for their arrest.  The 
Sergeant arrested the person on warrants for FTA/False 
Report and Fail to Appear II lodging him in the 
Clackamas County Jail without incident.  
 

 
                     DISPOSITIONS                              
 
 
  Ruling of Unlawful Kill of Spike Bull Elk Case Issued 

 

In October of 2015, A F&W Sergeant from The Dalles 
office investigated a case where a Spike Bull Elk was 
unlawfully killed on the last day of deer season.  A father 
and son were ultimately cited for the Unlawful Take and 
Waste of Elk as well as Offensive Littering and the son 
was cited for being a Felon in Possession of a Firearm. 
 

In May of 2016 the case was adjudicated. 
 
The father was convicted of the Violation of Taking Elk 
Closed Season.  He was ordered to pay: 
$1500 to ODFW for restitution 
$500 to OHA TIP fund. 
$120 for cut and wrap of the meat. 
$250 fine. 
3 year Hunting license suspension 
 
The son was convicted of: 
Felon in Possession of a Firearm and Waste of a Game 
Mammal.  He was ordered to pay and serve: 
20 days in jail 
36 months of supervised probation. (If probation is 
revoked, defendant will serve 14 months in prison.) 
$750 fine 
$500 to OHA TIP fund-jointly with father 
$1500 Restitution to ODFW-jointly with father 
$120 for cut and wrap-jointly with father 

3 year hunting license suspension. 

All other charges were dismissed.  

 

Congratulations to F&W Trooper Jim 

Andrews for being awarded the 

Trooper of the Year American Legion 

Post 10 Award. 
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Assuring compliance with the laws which protect and enhance the  
long-term health and equitable utilization of Oregon’s fish, wildlife, and habitat resources. 

Oregon State Police 

Fish and Wildlife Division 

Interested in becoming an Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Trooper? 
 

Exciting, Rewarding, and Challenging 
A career that makes a difference!  

 

For information and to download an application, please visit our website at:  
 

www.osptrooper.com 
 

Questions?  Please call 503-378-2100 or e-mail OSP Training Division: 
Sergeant Josh Brooks at josh.brooks@state.or.us 

 
Follow us on Twitter:  @OSP_Fish 

http://www.osptrooper.com

