Governor’s Fire Service Policy Council

1:00 p.m.  (  Tuesday, January 27, 2015 
Office of State Fire Marshal
Mt Hood Conference Room

Minutes

	Members
	Ex Officio
	Visitors

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Greg Keller, OFCA (Chair)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Heidi Moawad, Gov’s Office
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dr. Dana Selover, EMS

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Bob Reeves, OFDDA (V Chair)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Major Joel Lujan, OSP
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 John Nohr, PDX F&R

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Joseph Seibert, SFFC
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Director Eriks Gabliks, DPSST
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Terry Ney, Lane Fire 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mariana Ruiz-Temple, OSFM
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Kurt Chapman, LOC

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tom Bohm, OFMA
	Executive Director/Staff
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Kristin Schafer, OSFM

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 David Sellers, OVFA
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chief Jim Walker, SFM
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 John Rinier, OFMA

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Valerie Abrahamson, OSFM Staff
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Jim Aldrich, OFCA

	
	
	


Welcome/Introductions

Chair Greg Keller welcomed the council and introductions were made. 
Minutes
Bob Reeves made the motion to accept the minutes and it was seconded by Mariana Ruiz-Temple. The council approved the minutes. 
Governor’s Office Report – Heidi Moawad
Heidi Moawad kicked off the meeting by stating the Governor is appreciative of the firefighting community, both during wildfire season and year-round. Moawad stated there was currently no legislation the Governor’s Office was tracking. 
Heidi Moawad has taken over the human services section of the Governor’s Office for Duke Sheppard. 
OLD BUSINESS
Reduced Law Enforcement Task Force – Chief Terry Ney
Chief Ney provided a report out on the Reduced Law Enforcement Task Force. Chief Ney stated one of the challenges faced by the task force is the lack of key data points not being collected, particularly the amount of time being staged at an incident scene. 

Chief Ney, with the help of other task force members, wrote a report outlining believed factors contributing to the reduction of law enforcement in the state of Oregon. 

The task force solicited a number of examples of actual situations involving law enforcement and fire service. Contributing factors outlined in the report included: funding, OCE funds, and a reduction in timber sales. Chief Ney stated fire, EMS, and law enforcement are all part of a system of systems that is significantly underfunded. 

Chair Keller asked what some short term alternatives to the challenges faced by firefighters and law enforcement. Chief Ney stated the task force decided to stick with the mission of the task force and these alternatives were not addressed.

Director Gabliks stated he felt the report was still thin. Stating local agencies have to figure out how they will handle these tough situations through policies and procedures. 

Chief Ney suggested creating a white paper/best practices document at the local fire department level. 

Chair Keller will work with OSFM staff in modifying charter and suggested the task force go back to work again. 

Chair Keller, on behalf of the council, thanked Dr. Selover, Director Gabliks, Chair Ney, and Major Lujan for their continued work with the task force. 

Firefighter Injury Statistics Task Force – Chief John Nohr
Chief Nohr stated the task force held a meeting on January 8, 2015 at the Office of State Fire Marshal. Referred to the task force was Associate Professor Jennifer Taylor of Drexel University to attend on behalf of the FIRST Program. Professor Taylor is following firefighter injuries and has a FEMA grant to do so. Taylor gave a presentation by phone on some of the information she is collecting from her various states and cities. With the information FIRST is collecting, they are able to determine the types of injuries departments are having. 

Chief Nohr made contact with Taylor’s assistant, Shannon Widman, to ask follow-up questions on behalf of the task force. Task force is looking at having the FIRST program look at time loss or dollar loss (medical treatment injuries) and track data within HIPAA guidelines. 
The task force also found there is not a good central depository in the state of Oregon for collecting data. Moving forward, the task force will assess whether the FIRST program can be implemented into the state system. 
Director Gabliks added the FIRST program offers a national opportunity with help from FIRST staffers and AFG funding to support accurate collection of firefighter injury data. 
Bylaws Project – Chair Keller
By GFSPC charter, bylaws are required to be reviewed biannually. Chair Keller asked council members to review bylaws and Oregon Revised Statutes before the next meeting to be able to come together and make any necessary revisions. 

NEW BUSINESS

Membership Report – Chair Keller
Kurt Chapman will seek recommendation from League of Oregon Cities to become a GFSPC board member.
David Sellers expressed interest in serving another term on the GFSPC. Sellers will obtain recommendation from the OFVA President, followed by submitting paperwork to renew his membership.
Chair Keller stated the public at large position needs to be filled by someone with a neutral and diverse view and background. Chair Keller stated the group needed someone in this position having no ties to members in this group. Chair Keller also asked members to email staff if they had any recommendations for this position. 
The chair position will also come open at the end of the year. Chair Keller will work with OFCA to seek candidates for the chair positon and encouraged members to also submit their recommendations. In two meetings, members will vote in a new chair.

Crude Oil Report – Chief Deputy Mariana Ruiz-Temple
Chief Deputy Ruiz-Temple stated OSFM worked in conjunction with OFCA to develop a survey to assess the needs across Oregon in the event of a crude oil train derailment. OSFM provided an official recommendation to the Governor’s Office. 
Survey data indicated responders needed PPE, response equipment, and training for Hazmat personnel. Survey responders felt the best investment would be to invest resources through the state Hazmat system. 
OEM will facilitate a Hazmat tabletop exercise on February 5, 2014 at DPSST to identify where gaps are in response. One scenario will reflect a crude oil train derailment in Klamath Falls, the other in the Clatskanie area involving a waterway.

Chief Deputy Ruiz-Temple noted to watch legislation; will be looking for funding. OSFM has requested 2.7 million, recognizing there is already an infrastructure in place and does not include DPSST, OEM, or ODOT. 
Looking forward, OSFM will have discussions with Hazmat teams on placement of 6 caches of foam. 

Director Gabliks noted DPSST has requested to add a Transportation Incident Response Coordinator position, as well as $400k for training and props for responders and $500k to continue IMT classes. 

Chief Deputy Ruiz-Temple stated everyone has mandates in what to do; the gaps are caused by lack of funding.  

Uniform Apparatus Task Force – Chair Keller
Chair Keller stated the council needed to charter a task force to identify if there is a problem in Oregon’s apparatus numbering system. The task force would look at what options are possible, if there is a need for a numbering system, and if so, come back to the GFSPC with recommendations as to what the apparatus numbering system would look like.  
Chair Keller asked members to send interest in task force membership or recommendations for members to OSFM staff, stating he would like to see representation from all four corners of the state involved in the task force. 

Member consensus for the need of a uniform apparatus task force was reached by members at the table. Chair Keller stated he would work with OSFM staff to develop charter for task force. 

REPORTS
OSFM - State Fire Marshal Jim Walker
In recognition of Fire Service Appreciation Day, Chief Walker thanked the group for their service to the committee and their time in trying to help and provide direction to the GFSPC.  
Chief Walker encouraged members to look in the Gated Wye for information on submitting a nomination for a Sparky award. Sparky awards are given to nominees that exhibit outstanding achievement in fire prevention or public safety education.
OSFM is tracking a number of bills. HB2432 is OSFM’s Agriculture bill for the use of fireworks to mitigate and control geese and birds in specified areas. 
Chief Walker stated OSFM will go before the Ways and Means Committee on February 16th and will be presenting as a division of OSP requesting a .4% budget increase. Chief Walker stated he did not anticipate any issues with getting this through. 

Chief Walker stated OSFM in conjunction with IAFC and DPSST will be sponsoring the Ready, Set, GO! Train the Trainer course. This training helps communities be better prepared for wildland urban interface fires. 
OFCA President Report - Chief Aldrich
Chief Aldrich stated OFCA was very proud of the four task forces: ISO, Collaborative Interface, Constitution and By-laws Committee, and Reduced Law Enforcement. 
OFCA is tracking ten or so bills and concepts. Updates and information is available at www.ofca.org.


Chief Aldrich stated OFCA is conducting a membership survey on issues facing fire service by metropolitan, rural, and volunteer chiefs. Chief Aldrich also stated roundtable discussions on issues facing fire service, both globally and from metro to complete rural operations have been very successful. 
OFMA President Report – John Rinier
John Rinier stated OFMA is currently looking at their bylaws for any needed changes or updates. 

John Rinier indicated OFMA is active in providing technical code support for membership. One of the missions of the OFMA is to provide high quality training to membership. OFMA is a preferred provider through the ICC to provide technical codes classes for continuing education to maintain certification. 

The annual business meeting will be in March at the Riverhouse in Bend. Tracks will include Education, Advanced Code, and OSFM Competency Recognition. 
Legislatively, OFMA is tracking codes legislation and looking at smoke alarm laws. 

Joint Fire Service Legislative Committee Update – Chair Keller

Chair Keller stated this year the Joint Fire Service Legislative Committee is beginning to meet again. The committee consists of OFCA, OFDDA, SDOA, OSFM, DPSST, OFVA, and OSFFC. Chair Keller stated the committee voice of one helps improve things in Oregon. 
Ex-Officio Reports
Major Lujan, OSP
Major Lujan stated he hopes the effort continues to address the issues facing fire service. 

Eriks Gabliks, DPSST

Director Gabliks reminded members that AFG safer and fire prevention FEMA grants will be opening in February and March. 
DPSST will work in partnership with OSP on the School Preparedness and Planning Task Force. The task force is looking at mapping and technology to create a blueprint for every school. And secondly, on common terminology:

1. From the school end, what is a lock-in and lock-out?
2. On the public safety response side

Director Gabliks stated that through the board, Wildland Urban Interface standards were adopted and updated NWCG standards were embraced. 

DPSST has moved forward with updated background standards. Updated standards can be found online on the DPSST web page.  
Director Gabliks encouraged members to look at the National Fallen Firefighter website for information on Tampa 2 which looked at how to reduce firefighter injuries and deaths. The common themes coming out of Tampa are issues with culture. 
Director Gabliks stated DPSST gets at least once a week a call regarding arming firefighters. Gabliks stated the agencies stance has not changed. The only firefighters DPSST will train in any defensive tactics or firearms are those who work for the Portland Bureau of Fire that are full-time fire investigators and commissioned law enforcement officers who complete a 16-week class. 
Council Member Reports
Dr. Dana Selover:
Retail marijuana 
Dr. Selover stated there is a lot of discussion regarding what is the acceptable level for marijuana. She added marijuana goes to a different place than alcohol and gets stored there making it challenging to determine. There has not been any research done due to it currently being illegal. 
Ebola Update
CCC has provided some money to do assessments. Public health will be conducting these assessments on EMS agencies that are ready to transport Ebola patients between stations. The plan is to look at hospitals, particularly regional hospitals where patients will be flown. Regional areas can be found on the CDC’s website. Each hospital assessed will be able to keep patients 96 hours. 

Public Health is working on Trauma Administrative Rules. Information regarding these rules can be found online at the Public Health website. 

Joe Siebert

Joe Siebert noted fire policy group is looking at rewrite on the basis of revocation and denial for the fire service. A task force was formed to look at what cases should fire policy options look at. What basis of revocations of denial; what core values look like. 

David Sellers
OVFA participated in OFCA Career Roundtable and had some great conversations. Annual OVFA Conference is June 17-20th in Pendleton. 

Adjourn:
Meeting adjourned at 2:58 p.m. 
Next meeting dates:
April 28, 2015
July 28, 2015
October 27, 2015

Meeting location:
Office of State Fire Marshal, Mt Hood Conference Room
Meeting time: 1:00 pm
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