
MULTNOMAH COUNTY LEPC 

Meeting Minutes 

Friday June 15, 2012 

Portland Fire & Rescue Training Center – Portland, OR 

 

Members Present: Recorded by sign-in sheet 

 

Brian Bailey called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. 

 

Sue Otjen from Oregon State Fire Marshal’s Office described organizational changes occurring 

as a result of State budget mandate to reduce the number of managers. As a result Sue will be re-

deployed with the sole focus of putting form to the SERC and support LEPC formation. Donna 

Dish is also being reassigned to become a planner to help maintain the SERC and LEPC 

administration. 

 

Members present approved meeting minutes from March 9, 2012 

 

Brian Bailey reviewed the purpose and scope of Phase I, II, and III Plan reviews and the 

emphasis on coordinating between EHS Facilities and Fire Station personnel at the Phase I level. 

Brian discussed the challenges of completing all 138 plan reviews within the Multnomah County 

LEPC and the schedule for upcoming assessments.  

 

Karen Reynolds of Mount Hood Community College provided an update on the 2011 grant 

application that was approved for Hazmat Awareness Training, how the funds were spent, a 

description of the training provided by Grant Coffey, and an experience in which the training 

resulted in the detection of an oil spill from a local supplier’s delivery vehicle that was 

successfully identified, reported to the local authorities, and contained. 

 

Brian Bailey described the grant application he submitted for Emergency Management Training 

that was rejected for being outside the scope of hazmat specific training. As an alternative, Brian 

added a request to have an additional session added to Troutdale’s application for Chemical IQ 

Training that would be open to Multnomah County’s First Responders and LEPC members. 

 

Rick Smith of Univar provided a general explanation of a recent chemical release that occurred 

and emphasized the importance of ensuring that employees with chemical handling and 

emergency response duties follow established procedures exactly. 

 

Brian Bailey followed up with a recent experience in which an engineer was injured as a result of 

attempting to help stabilize a heavy piece of equipment that shifted as a result of poor material 

handling practice. 

 

John Ratcliffe of Kanto called into the National Response Center to conduct a training drill for a 

simulated Anhydrous Ammonia release that was broadcast by speaker to the LEPC members 

present. The training drill lasted 14 minutes and was assigned Report Number 1014686. The call 

to NRC resulted in call backs to John from both Oregon DEQ and Washington Department of 

Ecology to report that NRC notification of local authorities was made. Following the drill with 



NRC Rick Smith, John Ratcliffe, and Brian Bailey shared experiences with actual emergencies 

requiring NRC reporting that emphasized a need for Emergency Coordinators/Incident 

Commanders to have reliable assistants to help field calls and answer questions from responders, 

agencies, corporate managers, media, concerned citizens, employees, and neighbors as well as 

remind upper management that during the response their roles are subordinated to the Incident 

Commander. 

 

Began the first session of a Trans Caer training video reviewing the properties and release 

response concerns associated with Anhydrous Ammonia. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 11:00 


