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Helix volunteer firefighter killed north of Pendleton 
Forty-two-year-old Buddy Herron, a correctional officer at Eastern Oregon 
Correctional Institution in Pendleton and Helix volunteer firefighter, was stabbed 
on his way to work November 28 after he stopped to help what he thought was a 
stranded motorist. After Herron stopped to assist the motorist along State Route 11, 
a man attacked him and escaped in Herron’s vehicle. The suspect was caught a 
short time later. As a volunteer firefighter, Herron was doing what came naturally, 
helping someone in need; he paid with his life. This is especially poignant given 
that next month the OSFM is encouraging all communities in Oregon to recognize 
Fire Service Appreciation Day January 27, to honor the men and women who risk 
so much in the service of others. 
 
Fire Service Appreciation Day 
January 27 is Fire Service Appreciation Day in Oregon and State Fire Marshal 
Mark Wallace is encouraging communities across the state to show appreciation to 
everyone involved in the fire service for their dedication and commitment to 
helping others, even in the face of danger. Oregon follows the national trend with 
approximately 70% of firefighters in the state performing as volunteers. Fire 
Service Appreciation Day is an opportunity for everyone to say thanks to the 
volunteers and full-time firefighters alike for their time, talent, and sacrifice. 
 
Basic Fire Investigation 100 
The OSFM, in partnership with Tri-City Fire District in Myrtle Creek, is hosting a 
Basic Fire Investigation 100 training December 15, from 1830 – 2130 hours. The 
course provides a basic framework for fire personnel who have little experience in 
conducting fire investigations. The course is designed to provide a basic 
understanding of scene preservation, legal authority, determining fire patterns, 
origin and cause, and various steps in the investigation process. Click here to 
register on iLearnOregon. If you do not have an iLearnOregon account, you will 
need to create one here. If you need assistance registering, contact Anita Horsley at 
503-934-8249 or anita.horsley@state.or.us. 
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