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         Hot Spots from the State Fire Marshal

November 2007
Oregon wildfire issues
OSFM along with members of the structural fire service, the timber industry are participating in the Oregon Department of Forestry’s Forestland Reclassification Committee to review how the state classifies forest lands. This includes an extensive statute review and evaluation of Forestry’s property owner assessments for wildland firefighting.

Complimenting this effort is OSFM’s collaboration with the structural fire service, the League of Oregon Cities, the insurance industry, ODF and other stakeholders to address three significant issues relating to the impact of wildfires and the need to:
· Establish a dedicated fund for the costs of Governor declared Conflagrations and other mobilizations

· Clarify the Fire Insurance Premium Tax (FIPT) statute and protect FIPT funds for fire prevention, firefighter training and arson prosecution

· Address strategic fuel mitigation

Local Emergency Planning Committees

OSFM’s Emergency Planning and Response unit continues to have success working with cities and counties throughout the state assisting them in developing Local Emergency Planning Committees. The goal is to create a comprehensive statewide system of emergency preparedness beginning at the local level. Recent efforts include Columbia, Klamath, Linn and Morrow counties, the city of Gresham and a combined effort by the cities of  Silverton and Mt. Angel. Local authorities interested in starting an LEPC should contact Terry Wolfe at 503-373-1540 ext. 219 or email terry.wolfe@state.or.us.

Fire & Life Safety Competency Recognition 
Twelve Oregon Deputy State Fire Marshals recently received Competency Recognition Certificates including: Charlie Chase, Fire Marshal with Fire Plans Examiner; Michael Colvin Fire Marshal with Fire Plans Examiner; Sarah Colvin, Fire & Life Safety Specialist II; George Crosiar, Fire Marshal with Fire Plans Examiner; Scott Goff, Fire Marshal; Dan Jones, Fire Marshal; Dave Jones, Fire Marshal with Fire Plans Examiner; Ted Megert, Fire Marshal; Paul Nees, Fire & Life Safety Specialist II with Fire Plans Examiner; Tad Pedersen, Fire Marshal with Fire Plans Examiner; Michelle Stevens, Fire Marshal with Fire Plans Examiner; and Bob Wright, Fire Marshal.
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