
Morrow County 
Local Emergency Planning Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Port of Morrow Building, 2 Marine Drive,  Boardman, Oregon  
July 19, 2011 

 
Present: Cindy Burright, Boardman Foods; Dave Winters, City of Bdmn; Dave DeMayo, City of 
Heppner; Kevin Gilbertson, Columbia Imp. District; Keri Deal, ConAgra Foods; Darcy Bergstrom, 
Morrow Co. Emerg. Mgmt; Renee Yocom, Morrow Co. Fair; Trent Harrison, Morrow Co. Grain 
Growers; Ted Lieurance, Parks & Rec.; Dan Turley, Mike Garrett, Curtis Cutsforth, PGE; Elizabeth 
Morris, Robert Schilling, RDO-Calbee; Travis Hyder, ConAgra Foods 
 
Call to Order : 10:05 A.M. by Dan Turley 
 
       A. Minutes of the May 17, 2011 meeting were reviewed. Motion to accept the 
            Minutes as written made by Kevin Gilbertson and seconded by Mike Garrett. 
            Motion passed. 
 
       B. The group discussed the E-mail notice received from the State Fire Marshall’s office 

communicating the funding cuts that will result in the loss of the three staff positions held by 
Terry Wolfe, Bill Brauer, and Krista Fischer.  This was not good news for the group and it was 
noted that the establishment of new LEPC’s by Counties in Oregon would be hampered by this 
decision. Dan indicated that he had talked with Terry Wolfe and that Terry told him he would 
still be available in some capacity and would still be available to provide some support as 
needed. It was decided, that being proactive during the next budget cycle might result in 
refunding this position. 

 
      C.  Dan Turley noted that Bill Langley, from ReClaim, who gave a presentation at our 
 previous meeting of ReClaim’s process and products and discussed the plans for the 
 future would not be able to attend this meeting because he was in the process of 
 commissioning his new processes.  Dan thought that he was planning to be an active 
 participant in the group and that we would look for him at the next  meeting.  
 
     D.   Dan Turley reviewed the idea of using conference calls as a way to increase the level of 
 participation for individuals who were very busy, and had difficulty breaking free for our 
 meeting.  Keri Deal, who also participates in the Umatilla LEPC, informed us that they had 
 considered this option also. They found that the effort expended did not warrant the low 
 participation. As a result the group decided to not pursue this any further. 
 
     E.  Keri Deal reported that Oregon OSHA had provided Confined Space training for  the 
 Umatilla LEPC.  Two programs covered The New Rules, and What to Expect During an 
 Oregon OSHA Visit. Dan suggested that the Morrow County Confined Space committee 
 should try to get this training for our own group.  Keri also gave a brief report on their 
 annual meeting, held at Good Shepherd; attendance, open to the public: the attendance was 
 disappointingly low.  We are looking into having the Morrow County annual meeting at a 
 Chamber of Commerce lunch which should have improve attendance. 
 



       F.  Subcommittee Status/Reports         
1. Communication/Information  
 They are discussing a possible Sharepoint web site to post information. 
2. Training 
 Dave Winters reported that they had attempted to schedule a monthly           
 meeting without success. 
3. Planning  
 Elizabeth Morris, Bob Schilling and Dave DeMayo were present. 

                 Jim McAllister, the Chairperson, has not been free, to lead meetings or 
                 conduct inspections, one of the other members was going to contact him to  
  see if he was going to be able to continue his participation in the group. 

4. Confined Space 
 Mike Garrett reported that they were currently involved with determining priorities and 
 exploring the rationale for the new rules. 

 
      G.  Dan informed the group that we missed the submission date for the HAZ-MAT grant and we 
 will have to wait until the next cycle to resubmit. 
 
      H.  Old Business 
 Dan reopened for discussion the problem of LEPC members who fail to attend meetings.  After 
 discussion a motion was made by Mike Garrett to remove members who do no attend the 
 meetings for a year. They must reapply for membership after this time to be able to be 
 recognized as a member again. The motion was seconded by Elizabeth Morris. The motion was 
 passed unanimously. 
 

I. The meeting concluded with ConAgra requesting a place on the next meeting agenda to present 
information on their Gas Pipeline Safety Program, which we will do.  PGE will also give a 
brief presentation on their program. 

 
J. Dan and Mike informed the group that PGE Coyote Springs Plant had achieved the coveted 

OSHA Voluntary Personnel Protection (VPP) status and offered to support any of the other 
facilities that might attempt to achieve this. 

 
K. Discussion on Lessons Learned 

 Mike Garret discussed an incident where an employee had taken his hard hat off and put a face 
 shield on while grinding on metal and the metal shavings went into his hard hat which was 
 upside down and when he put the hat back on his head the metal shaving got into his eyes 
 which ended up being very serious. 
 

 Dan Turley discussed problems encountered with a contractor that was working on site during 
their outage this year that was using slings and other lifting devices that were in very poor 
condition.  He noted that they have experienced several contractors that are using equipment 
that is no longer fit for service and that if this equipment fails it could endanger the safety of 
our employees and that we should insist that contractors use equipment in good condition 

 
  Meeting Adjourned at 10:55 A.M. 
             The next Morrow county LEPC meeting is scheduled for September 20, 2011 at 10:00 
 A.M. at the Port of Morrow building. 
 
             Minutes respectfully submitted by David DeMayo. 


