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State fire marshal urges vigilance and extreme care against wildfires 

With Oregon’s hottest temperatures and driest conditions occurring throughout the next few days, Oregon 

State Fire Marshal Jim Walker is urging all residents to take the utmost care and thorough caution to prevent 

wildfires.   

 

“A majority of this year’s wildfires have been human caused,” says State Fire Marshal Jim Walker. “This 

demonstrates that all of us need to take responsibility for protecting ourselves and our neighbors by 

preventing wildfires in these extreme conditions.” 

 

The Oregon Department of Forestry has reported that since January 1, 2016, there have been 466 wildfires 

caused by humans. And due to the extreme temperatures, much of Oregon is under a burn ban. 

 

Currently, Oregon has several active wildfires that have put people and homes at risk, and a number of 

families have received evacuation warnings.  

 

“Our office is in constant communication with the Oregon Department of Forestry and our other wildland 

partners to assist with firefighting efforts if called upon, said Walker. 
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