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Southwest Oregon Deer Creek Fire first conflagration declared since 2003

Governor Theodore R. Kulongoski declared the Deer Creek Fire, located in southwest Oregon near the town of Selma, as the state’s first conflagration since 2003.  State Fire Marshal Nancy Orr mobilized structural firefighters and equipment to aid local resources that fought the Biscuit Fire during 2002.  The request to invoke Oregon Conflagration Act was made by Josephine County Fire Defense Chief Brian Pike on behalf of Illinois Valley Rural Fire Protection District Chief Harry Rich.

This fire is burning in grass, brush and timber eight miles north of Cave Junction and a few miles east of Selma, Oregon. The fire burned briefly in a lowland valley on both sides of Deer Creek Road, then moved onto steeper ground and into a more heavily timbered area.
The Deer Creek Fire has destroyed three homes, twelve outbuildings and threatens 225 homes and other structures.  Illinois Valley, Rural Metro, a Jackson County Task Force, including Medford and Ashland Fire Departments, Grants Pass, and the Oregon Department of Forestry were actively working to suppress the fire prior to the request for invoking the Conflagration.

The State Fire Marshal Red Team has combined leadership by integrating with existing Oregon Department of Forestry incident command already on scene.  Five task forces from Lane County, Coos County, Linn County, and Klamath County are on scene and Benton County Task Force is en route.  These task forces bring structural resources to work alongside wildfire crews focused on suppressing burning trees and vegetation.  

A task force is composed of one task force leader with command vehicle, must be capable of refilling water tanks, three Type I or II engines with off-pavement capability, one Type III engine and one Tender.
Josephine County Sheriff’s Office has put a voluntary evacuation in place.  The Josephine County Search and Rescue are going door to door on Davis Creek, Elliot Creek and Cheny Creek advising of possible voluntary evacuations if the fire jumps; citizens are not denied entry to their homes, but must show ID to get through.  Citizens needing medication may get in their homes.  Citizens who leave Davis Creek will not be allowed back in until fire behavior is moderate; this involves six to eight homes.  An animal shelter has not been requested.  The American Red Cross (ARC) has a shelter open at Illinois Valley High School until not needed. ARC reports four used the shelter last night. Other agencies on scene include California Department of Forestry.

The fire is on 1800 acres of mixed private and Bureau of Land Management land.  Depending on wind and weather conditions, the fire has the potential to expand 700 acres to 2500 acres. Road closures include Deer Creek Road between Hwy 199 and Dryden and Indian Creek Road near Draper Valley.

Deer Creek has been declared a FEMA fire: http://www.fema.gov/news/event.fema?id=4785
Oregon’s conflagration may be invoked only by the Governor and allows the State Fire Marshal to dispatch structural firefighters and equipment.  More information is available at OSFM website: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM under Wildland Urban Interface and Emergency Mobilization and http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/WUIR_1_Conflagration_Impact.pdf.
Strong risk reduction activities such as community wildfire protection plans and early initial attack on fires threatening structures have aided the state to keep catastrophic fires at bay while abundant rains in late spring and early summer increased vegetation and fuel supply.

###

�





                                                                     Office of Homeland Security


Office of State Fire Marshal


4760 Portland Road NE


Salem, OR 97305-1760


(503) 378-3473


Fax (503) 373-1825 fax


TTY (503)  390-4661


E-mail: Oregon.sfm@state.or.us


www.sfm.state.or.us








OREGON  


Theodore R. Kulongoski, Governor








Page 1 of 2

