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Deer Creek Conflagration continues 

For the second day, fire departments continue fighting blazes in Josephine County’s steep terrain to overcome the Conflagration near Illinois Valley’s town of Selma.  Crook Creek Road area residents evacuated late Thursday have been allowed to return to their property while others from Indian Creek and Davis Creek Roads anticipate returning by noon today.  

The area was similarly threatened during the 2002 Biscuit Fire Conflagration.  Structural firefighters and equipment from departments statewide assisted local resources then as now.  The request to invoke the Oregon Conflagration Act was made by Josephine County Fire Defense Chief Brian Pike on behalf of Illinois Valley Rural Fire Protection District Chief Harry Rich. Oregon’s Conflagration Act may be invoked only by the Governor and allows the State Fire Marshal to mobilize structural firefighters and equipment. 

“I applaud Josephine County’s effort to prevent structural losses from the threat of wildfire,” remarks State Fire Marshal Nancy Orr as she credits their progressive prevention activities.  “They’ve been trailblazers in developing community wildfire prevention plans.”

Strong risk reduction activities, such as community wildfire protection plans and early initial attack on fires threatening structures, have helped the state keep catastrophic fires at bay while abundant rains in late spring and early summer increased vegetation and fuel supply.
As the fire started, local fire departments from the Rogue Valley area brought mutual aid to reinforce Illinois Valley’s depleted structural resources.  As of 4:00 p.m. yesterday, the Rogue Valley area structural fire departments returned home and are again available to protect their areas.

Five task forces from Lane, Coos, Linn, Klamath and Benton counties remain.  Last night Linn and Benton task forces joined Oregon Department of Forestry to strengthen fire lines and continue mop-up 100 feet from structures.  Today Linn, Lane and Coos task forces are working to fortify homes that can be saved and constructing safe zones for crews should the fire erupt again.

The Deer Creek Conflagration has destroyed five homes, twelve outbuildings and threatens 225 homes and other structures.  The fire involves 1636 acres of mixed private and Bureau of Land Management land.  

Office of State Fire Marshal (OSFM) projects their structural mobilization expenses to date as $91,435.  Deer Creek has been declared a FEMA fire: http://www.fema.gov/news/event.fema?id=4785.  FEMA partially reimburses the costs associated with catastrophic fires.

More information is available at OSFM website: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM under Wildland Urban Interface and Emergency Mobilization and   http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/WUIR_1_Conflagration_Impact.pdf.
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