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Deer Creek Conflagration forty percent contained

Evacuation restrictions have been lifted and residents affected by the Deer Creek Conflagration, in its third day, are able to return to their homes.  Fire managers report the fire is now forty percent contained with control lines around the entire perimeter.  Some structural task forces are returning home and will once again be ready to protect their own areas; others remain to continue assessment of fire damage and mop-up spot fires 100 feet from structures.

Snags and falling trees present a challenge to firefighters determining damage in areas with burned structures.  Fire managers credit the Illinois Valley Fire District and neighboring structural fire departments with efficient and timely response resulting in reduced losses.  

Strong risk reduction activities, such as community wildfire protection plans and early initial attack on fires threatening structures, have helped the state keep catastrophic fires at bay while abundant rains in late spring and early summer increased vegetation and fuel supply.
Current reports list five homes, ranging from yurts to single-family structures, and seven outbuildings destroyed by the fire with damage to 2 homes and 6 outbuildings. The fire involves 1,636 acres of mixed private and Bureau of Land Management land.  

The area was similarly threatened during the 2002 Biscuit Fire Conflagration.  Structural firefighters and equipment from departments statewide assisted local resources then as now.  The request to invoke the Oregon Conflagration Act was made by Josephine County Fire Defense Chief Brian Pike on behalf of Illinois Valley Rural Fire Protection District Chief Harry Rich. Oregon’s Conflagration Act may be invoked only by the Governor and allows the State Fire Marshal to mobilize structural firefighters and equipment.
Office of State Fire Marshal (OSFM) projects their structural mobilization expenses to date as $173,530.  Deer Creek has been declared a FEMA fire: http://www.fema.gov/news/event.fema?id=4785.  FEMA partially reimburses the costs associated with catastrophic fires.

More information is available at OSFM website: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM under Wildland Urban Interface and Emergency Mobilization and   http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/WUIR_1_Conflagration_Impact.pdf.
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