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Illinois Valley locals show support for firefighters
As the fire unwinds, community residents are hailing the efforts of firefighter’s battling the Deer Creek Fire near the southwestern town of Selma.  Local firefighters from the Illinois Valley Rural Fire Protection District are staffing a community information center at their station on the highway.

Josephine County Structural Task Forces, including Rural Metro and Grants Pass firefighters, are conducting local public relations outreach and after-the-fire structural assessments. 

“The entire community was awesome,” praises Sandy Humphfres of Illinois Valley Rural Fire Protection District. “There were lots of thank yous and signs with encouraging messages to firefighters. The firefighters really appreciate the tremendous public support.”   She says the local Wal-Mart helped out with food for the first two days of the fire.
Humphfres says crews continue mop-up operations and have established a 100 foot cold zone around every residential structure including burned ones.   The cold zones help prevent spot fires.  Though road closures were lifted on Sunday, Humphfres warns citizens should still be ready for evacuations.  There is still potential for dangerous flare ups. 

Residents returning home may not know what to expect.  Tips such as using the evacuation map to return home, caution around snags and hazard trees, weakened by fire, and extra care around the damaged roofing and flooring of burned structures are some of the advice evacuees will find in After the Wildfire… http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/After_a_wildfire.doc.

Strong risk reduction activities, such as community wildfire protection plans and early initial attack on fires threatening structures, have helped the state keep catastrophic fires at bay while abundant rains in late spring and early summer increased vegetation and fuel supply.
Office of State Fire Marshal (OSFM) projects their structural mobilization expenses to date as $410,000.  Deer Creek has been declared a FEMA fire: http://www.fema.gov/news/event.fema?id=4785.  FEMA partially reimburses the costs associated with catastrophic fires.

More information is available at OSFM website: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM under Wildland Urban Interface and Emergency Mobilization and   http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/WUIR_1_Conflagration_Impact.pdf 
###

�





                                                                     Office of Homeland Security


Office of State Fire Marshal


4760 Portland Road NE


Salem, OR 97305-1760


(503) 378-3473


Fax (503) 373-1825 fax


TTY (503) 390-4661


E-mail: Oregon.sfm@state.or.us


www.sfm.state.or.us








OREGON  


Theodore R. Kulongoski, Governor








Page 2 of 2

