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Where there’s fire, there’s falling embers...

With smoke in the air around central Oregon, Project Wildfire takes this opportunity to remind residents that the greatest risk of your home catching fire during a wildland fire event is from the advancing embers or “fire brands” that reach your property long before an actual flame front.   “Homeowners are our greatest resource when it comes to protecting homes and neighborhoods” says Kate Lighthall, Program Coordinator for Project Wildfire and the Central Oregon FireFree program. 
With this in mind, Project Wildfire and Oregon Department of Forestry remind you to take a look around your property in the “home ignition zone” where glowing embers can ignite spot fires and vulnerable areas like decks, patios and fences that can spread flames to your home.  Step outside and examine your property from the perspective of the falling embers.  

Where are your most vulnerable places for glowing embers to ignite your home?
· Do you have a wood roof?  If so, consider maintaining a charged water hose to keep the roof wet so falling embers are extinguished upon landing. 

· Are your gutters free from debris like pine needles, leaves and moss?  Clean them out.  Despite a metal or asphalt shingle roof, the buildup of gutter debris provides necessary fuel for the glowing embers to ignite adjacent fascia boards or siding – most often made of wood. 

· Do your shrubs and weeds provide a path of fuel for fire to reach your trees or home?  Reduce shrubs and other “ladder fuels” around your home to reduce the threat of ground fires igniting nearby trees, or your home.  

· What can catch fire on your deck or patio or near your fence?  Remove weeds, shrubs or any combustible materials from around, under or on top of your deck, patio or wood fence.   This includes toys, planters, construction materials, furniture and cushions along with even small piles of pine needles or leaves.   

· Is your wood pile near your home or other combustible vegetation?  Move wood piles at least 20 feet away from your home or other combustibles. ]
· Do you have a long driveway (over 150 ft)?  Make sure access to your property is clear by limbing up trees, and cutting weeds for easy access of emergency equipment. 

For additional tip, residents can visit www.firefree.org or www.firewise.org.  For more information contact the Project Wildfire office at 541-322-6396 or the Oregon Department of Forestry at 541-549-6761.                             
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