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McLean Creek fire in eastern Oregon declared a Conflagration 
Salem, OR—Governor Theodore Kulongoski declared the McLean Creek fire located in northeast Oregon east of Halfway and the state’s first conflagration of 2006. The declaration cleared the way for State Fire Marshal Nancy Orr to mobilize firefighters and equipment to assist local resources battling the fire. The request to invoke the Oregon Conflagration Act was made by Baker County Commission Chairman Fred Warner Jr.

The fire has burned more than 1,500 acres of grass and timber and threatens 60 homes in the community of Pine Creek. No evacuations have yet been ordered. The fire is also burning along a three mile stretch of highway 86 near Halfway. There are no reports of injuries or structures lost.

Two task forces of consisting of 33 structural firefighters and their associated equipment from Umatilla, Morrow and Malheur counties are on scene assisting wildland firefighting crews. Hood River County Task Force #1 and Washington County Task Force #1 have also activated and will be on scene Wednesday morning July 26. 

Oregon’s conflagration may be invoked only by the Governor and allows the State Fire Marshal to dispatch structural firefighters and equipment.  More information is available at OSFM website:
 http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM under Wildland Urban Interface and Emergency Mobilization and  http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/WUIR_1_Conflagration_Impact.pdf
Additional resources on surviving wildfires may be accessed at:

· Wildfire…Evacuation Readiness http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/wildfire_evac.doc 
· After the Wildfire… http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/After_a_wildfire.doc
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