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Water Regulation to Start in the Klamath Basin to Meet  

Calls of Senior Water Right Holders 

Like most western states, Oregon follows the “prior appropriation” doctrine of water use often referred to 

as “first in time, first in right.”  This means that when there is not enough water to satisfy all water rights, 

water users with senior priority dates make a “call” to receive water, and users with relatively junior water 

rights are shut off until the rights of the senior users making the call are satisfied.   

Prior to regulating junior users off, the Department’s watermaster staff must make field measurements to 

validate the call and determine whether there is adequate water at the point of diversion to satisfy the 

senior user’s water right demand. Once the calls are validated, the Department must begin regulating 

junior (newer) water right diversions off to benefit the senior users.    

The Oregon Water Resources Department received calls for water in the Klamath Basin during the week 

of May 26.  The calls for water were made by Malin Irrigation District, Shasta View Irrigation District, 

Tulelake Irrigation District, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation for the Klamath Irrigation Project, U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service (Lower Klamath and Tule Lake refuges), Klamath Basin Improvement District, Poe 

Valley Improvement District, Van Brimmer Ditch Company, and Sunnyside Irrigation District.   

Over the past week, the Department has been conducting measurements to validate the calls for water.  

Watermaster Scott White has determined that the senior water users that have made calls are not receiving 

all of the water that they are authorized to receive under their rights and has now validated their calls for 

water. 

 

The Department will now begin regulating junior water users off to provide water to the senior water 

users that have made the call.  Unlike last year, watermaster staff will not be visiting each individual 

water user to provide notice of regulation.  Instead, junior water users that are required to shutoff will 

receive a notice in the mail.  This is the process that occurs across much of the state.  Watermaster staff 

will follow up with field checks to ensure that water users are complying with the regulation.   

Water users that have questions about regulation should check the Department’s website for updates at 

www.oregon.gov/OWRD/pages/Klamath_Regulation_Update.aspx or contact the Klamath Falls 

Watermaster’s office at (541) 883-4182.   
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